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ELEPHONE NEWS 


A LEADER IN NEBRASKA 
First successful dial exchange 
First mobile telephone service 
First operator toll dialing 
First subscriber toll dialing 
First coast-to-coast toll dialing 
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Our Cover 


Winter is a pretty season, although it does 
present problems. Our cover shows a scene 
which is familiar to many Nebraskans— 
a snow covered creek fringed with a thick 
growth of brush and trees. 

This picture was taken by Louis C. 
Williams of Nashville, Tenn. 


Savings Bond Quiz 


Question: With the new 4.15 per cent 
interest rate on Savings Bonds, wouldn’t 
it be to my advantage to cash in my 
older bonds and buy new ones? 


Answer: No. At the time the interest rate 
on current Savings Bonds was increased, 
the rate on outstanding bonds (those 
purchased prior to December 1, 1965) 
was raised proportionately for their 
remaining period to maturity. By cash- 
ing your bonds now, you would also 
lose the tax deferral advantages you 
have enjoyed since buying them. 


Question: How does the higher interest 
rate affect my Series H Savings Bonds? 


Answer: The interest checks you receive 
each six months from the Treasury will 
be larger beginning in June, 1966. Their 
earnings from now on will be in line 
with the 4.15 per cent rate announced 
by the President on new E and H Bonds. 


Question: The other day, I bought a 
Savings Bond and it’s no different from 
the ones I have been buying all along. 
J thought the rate had been increased. 


Answer: The rate certainly has been in- 
creased and your bond is earning 
interest at the higher rate. But, in the 
interest of economy, the Treasury is 
using up its stock of old bonds before 
printing new ones. The issue date 
stamped on your bond will assure you 
of receiving the new rate when you 
decide to redeem it. 


Plant Department 
ACCIDENT REPORT 
October 1966 
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KOMMENTS 
BivtEN 


By Kenneth Clinefelter 


ITH THE first of the year, many 

people draw up a list of resolutions, 
which, if followed, will make them better 
people. Only too often a month later many 
have been broken and abandoned, but 
occasionally they stick. 

Anyway we think it’s a good idea. When 
you stop to take stock, to note areas where 
improvement might be made and to re- 
solve to strive to accomplish this, there 
is bound to be some progress. The higher 
your aim, the higher your achievement 
will be. 

Our personal resolutions will remain 
a secret. And perhaps yours will too. But 
we hope you make some and join thousands 
of others in an effort at self improvement. 

The other day we ran across some 
interesting facts published in the Auto- 
matic Electric News. We hereby share 
some of them with you. 

1. There are more than 2,400 Inde- 
pendent telephone companies operating In 
the United States—100 Independent 
companies for every one in the Bell system. 
Most people are amazed to learn this, 
comments the AE News. 

2. The Independent companies serve 
twice aS many communities as does Bell 
and cover more than half the nations 
geographic area from 10,823 exchanges. 

3. However, Bell serves more than 
84.1% of the nation’s telephones from 
its facilities concentrated in heavily- 
populated areas. 

4. There are 15,000,000 Independent 
phones—more than double the total 
number of telephones in the Soviet Union. 

Because our Company is an_ Inde- 
pendent company (one not in the Bell 
system) these facts are of interest to US. 
They may come as a surprise to your 
friends and perhaps even to you if you are 
a relative newcomer to the telephone 
business. 

Perhaps the reason why so few people 
realize the vast number of telephone 
companies is the fact that they ail co- 
Operate together in forming ONE vast 
telephone system in the United States, 
working together to furnish universal 
service from any community in the country 
to any other community. This unity of 
purpose and service, as well as the technical 
progress made by independent business- 
men has made the American telephone 
system the most admired in the world. 


ILL THE new year be a happier experience for you than 
the preceding twelve months? 

The answer will undoubtedly not depend on your success in 
keeping such good resolutions as ‘“‘Must lose weight” or “‘Join 
more social activities.’” Human relations experts— psychologists 
and clergymen— have pinpointed six major ideas in which many 
people’s attitudes need changing. 

Make your goals more realistic. Success and failure are not 
objective, say psychologists; they are highly subjective, highly 
personal states of mind. In a long study of housewives and 
businessmen, Dr. Pauline Sears of the University of California 
found that the ones who felt unsuccessful were those who had 
set their goals either too high or too low. 

According to Dr. David Atkinson of Yale University, being 
successful involves three needs: 1) the need for idealism, to 
keep our aims high enough for self-respect; 2) the need for 
realism, to make our goals conform with life as it is; 3) the 
need to tolerate frustration, avoiding a feeling of failure by 
recognizing that “‘falls are part of the race.” 

Drs. Atkinson and Sears agree that it is better for most people 
to lower their sights, at least temporarily: accomplish these aims 
and then go on to higher, but still realistic, goals. 

Master your anxiety. If you worry about everything from 
paying your bills to threat of nuclear war, you have plenty of 
company —so much, in fact, that one of the nation’s top maga- 
zines recently devoted a cover story to ““The Anxious Age.” 
Psychiatrists and psychologists have a word—the German term 
Angst —for the feelings of fear, anxiety and anguish they observe 
in so many people. 

What is the cause—and the solution? According to Dr. 
Oswald Hoffmann, whose weekly addresses on The Lutheran 
Hour are heard by 30 million people around the world, the 
problem comes about because “For many people, God has 
vanished, and there is no one to take His place. People cannot 
distinguish right from wrong because a God is not there to 
provide the standards. People do not even know what makes 
them men because they have denied the God who made them. 
Not knowing what to do or what not to do, they fall quite 
naturally into a restless sea of anxiety, uncertainty and fear.” 

To all who feel this way, Dr. Hoffmann has an eloquent 
answer in a paraphase of St. Paul (Philippians 4:6-7, NEB): 
‘Cast your care and anxiety upon God, and the peace of God 
which is beyond our utmost understanding will stand guard 
over your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” 

Improve your understanding of others. Dr. Kurt Lewin, the 
famous Iowa University psychologist, advises that we try to 
imagine what the other person’s duties or job requires to gain 
an “inside” view of what he is feeling. 


Some New Year’s Resolutions 


Six Steps to 
a Happier 196/7 


Dr. Neal Cameron, Tufts College psychologist, takes a similar 
view. He observes that all actions should be balanced or co- 
operative: for instance, when one person talks, the other listens; 
when one carries a load, the other opens the door. These are 
simple examples; more complex kinds of cooperation — between 
husband and wife, boss and employee—are possible only when 
we think about the other person’s role, and try to help him 
fulfill it. 

Re-examine your attitudes toward criticism. There would be 
fewer hurt feelings—even, in many instances, fewer hurt careers 
—if more people view criticism as an opportunity rather than 
a threat. 

According to psychologists, when a person criticizes you, 
it sometimes means that he’s taken an active interest in you! In 
any case, the mature, well-adjusted person will seek to benefit 
from even unfair criticism —looking for the grain of truth in it 
and asking himself what he can learn from it—instead of 
frantically mobilizing his defenses to fight it. 

When you are doing the criticizing, remember that your 
remarks will be better received if you find something to com- 
mend first. 

Strengthen family ties. Though the resolution to spend more 
time with the family isa common one, very often it’s the quality 
and not the quantity of time spent together that could stand 
improvement. An evening of joint TV-watching, with all eyes 
glued to the screen and conversation limited to monosyllables, 
hardly fosters togetherness. 

Time spent together may be more enjoyable, and family 
projects may increase in frequency, if you accept family 
members —and your occasionally negative feelings toward them 
—realistically. The Lutheran Hour speaker has observed that 
children often make themselves hard to love. Parents, on the 
other hand, lay down rules they do not observe—and then react 
with pain when they are imitated instead of obeyed. Recognizing 
such common sources of friction can give you a head start 
toward overcoming them. 

Face up to what's bothering you. Guilt feelings are universal; 
everyone who has a conscience is sorry for something he has 
done or left undone. Repressed guilt wreaked havoc thousands of 
years before Freud described its unhealthy consequences: 
‘‘When I declared not my sin,” said King David, ““my body 
wasted away through my groaning all day long.’’ (Psalm 
32:3, RSV) 

The first step, as both psychologists and clergymen will tell 
you, is to bring these uncomfortable feelings out into the open. 
Admit to yourself, even if to no one else, that you have fallen 
painfully short of being the person you'd like to be—then, seek 
a solution. For many, faith is the answer. In a recent sermon 
on The Lutheran Hour, Dr. Hoffmann told his audience; “If 
it were not for God, we would have to live with this guilt of 
ours.” 

None of these resolutions is easy. But if you tackle even one 
or two of them, you may find each year a ““Happier New Year” 
than the one that went before. 


Visitor Kim Says 


Korean Cost Higher 


BTAINING telephone service in 

Korea is much different than it is in 

the United States, according to a 32-year- 

old Korean telephone man who is visiting 
LT&T. 

Yong Jae Kim, of Seoul Korea, is spend- 
ing 10 weeks with LT&T as part of an 
eight-month visit to this country to study 
our telephone system. 

In Korea, says Mr. Kim, the telephone 
System is operated by the government, 
under the Ministry of Communications. 
The city of Seoul, with a population of 
nearly 4 million, has over 200,000 tele- 
phones and Mr. Kim is certain that if 
facilities were available, another 200,000 
phones could be sold immediately. 

With this situation there is a ‘“‘waiting 
line” for telephone service. The procedure 
for obtaining a telephone goes something 
like this: 

The Minister of Communications makes 
an announcement when additional lines 
are available. Those wishing service make 
application, accompanied by an installation 
fee. Then from the multitude of appli- 
cations, those who will receive telephones 
are selected by chance in a drawing. 

Incidentally it is not cheap to get tele- 
phone service. The installation charge is 
nearly $190, measured in American money. 
Billing for service is, in some instances, 
by a call-rate system with a charge of 
about | cent per local call (with a minimum 
charge set, of course.) 

The telephone system in Korea has four 
districts headquartered at Seoul, Pusan, 
K wangju, and Taejon. Mr. Kim, at present, 
is connected with the Seoul district, which 
includes two or three provinces as well as 
the city of Seoul. 

In many ways the Korean telephone 
system is like that in America. For instance, 
the workers have a union. Also, the equip- 
ment is largely automatic with a Siemens- 
Holske type of EMD switch, step-by-step, 
and crossbar in use. There is also manual 
service in some locations. 

Factories in Korea manufacture all types 


of telephone equipment—central office, 
poles, cable, etc. But some equipment is 
imported also. 

Perhaps most striking about the Korean 
telephone system is its growth over the 
past several years. In the past six or seven 
years there has been a growth of five or 
six-fold in the number of telephones. 

Both pole lines and buried cable make 
up the outside plant. Toll lines from Seoul 
to Pusan are buried. In the future for the 
system are microwave and direct distance 
dialing between cities. 

Mr. Kim has an impressive telephone 
background. He learned communications 
engineering in college. Following gradu- 
ation, he worked for nine years in both 
telephone offices and engineering offices 
of the Ministry of Communications, serv- 
ing as maintenance technician and plan- 
ning engineer. 

From December of 1964 he has been 
counterpart instructor in Traffic Engi- 
neering in the Telecommunications Train- 
ing Center. He has worked with and as an 
understudy for the International Tele- 
communications expert (provided by the 
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Mir. Kim examines the DDD ticketers. 


United Nations) and has assisted in 
establishing courses and training programs 
and writing texts for the Traffic engineers 
course. He also has lectured in automatic 
and manual telephone engineering, tele- 
phone traffic engineering and Traffic 
service observation. 

Prior to this, he spent two years as 
assistant engineer for the inside plant 
section of the engineering bureau of the 
Ministry of Communications. Before that, 
he was chief of inside plant branch of the 
Seoul Central telephone office and two 
other major city telephone offices. 

He is in this country under a fellowship 
arranged through the International Tele- 
communications Union, which is a special- 
ized agency of the United Nations. 

His field of study is toll exchange and 
traffic engineering studies, as relates to his 
present job. He is interested in such things 
as automatic telephone switching, tele- 
phone traffic engineering, peg count and 
equating, establishment of coefficient, force 
adjustment and assignment, service obser- 
vation toll switchboard, direct distance 
dialing system and electronic switching. 
He is also interested in organization of 
training for traffic engineers, type of train- 
ing courses and facilities and teaching 
methods and training aids. 

While he is in this country, he will visit 
and study the General Telephone Company 
and the Bell system. 

Mr. Kim is married and has two sons, 
ages 5 years and 1% years. He is a veteran 
of the Republic of Korea army. Besides his 
native tongue and English, he also speaks 
Japanese and German. 

Although there may be many problems 
for one who is traveling far from home in 
a strange country, for Mr. Kim the Ne- 
braska weather is not one of them. Asked 
about this point he assures his LT&T 
friends that the climate here is very much 
like it is in Korea and it doesn’t bother 
him a bit. 


R. J. Roth and Mr. Kim look over a print. 


@ H. H. LAHR of Hastings was honored for 45 years of 
service with LT&T at a luncheon November 14 at the Corn- 
husker Hotel in Lincoln. He had actually reached the four and a 
half decade mark a few days earlier, on the 9th. 

Howard was officially congratulated and presented a 
diamond-studded service emblem by Company President 
Thomas C. Woods, Jr. Mr. Woods pointed out that Mr. Lahr 
has been with the Company only one year less than the number 
of years Mr. Woods is old. 

Serving as master of ceremonies for the occasion was Com- 
pany Vice President M. M. Hale. He turned to the old records 
of the company and revealed that Mr. Lahr started work August 
17, 1921 as a ccable splicer’s helper in Lincoln. 

Early evaluation reports declared that Howard was “‘steady 
and a very willing worker.”’ Also that he was ‘ta very good man, 
always willing to carry out plans as outlined.” 

In 1923 Howard resigned to take other employment, but 
returned to the Telephone Company after a couple of months. 

“We certainly do congratulate you, Howard, on 45 years of 
very excellent service to the Company. We hope your associa- 
tion with us has been as enjoyable to you as it has been to 
us, said Mr. Hale. 

Howard commented that ‘““When you’re here that long, 
you learn a little about people. I don’t know where you'll go 
to find better people than you have in the Telephone Company 
all the way up and down the ladder,”’ he declared. 

‘‘When I quit here I went to work for the Burlington tele- 
graph and worked a little while. It didn’t take me long to 
come back,”’ he said. 

Gathering to honor Mr. Lahr were company officials and 
friends, including George Brock, John Spady, C. A. Eggerss 
and E. J. Flowerday. 


45 Years for Howard 


Howard Lahr is congratulated by Company President Thomas C. 
Woods, Jr. 


Carleton 
Office Expanded 


A 


@ PROBABLY few, if any of our custom- 
ers realized it, but the Carleton telephone 
exchange was expanded November 29. 
The 100-line board which has been in 
service in that community was replaced by 
a 200-line unit. 

The replacement automatic switching 
equipment came from Plymouth, where 
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it in turn had been replaced by a larger 
automatic board. 

The Carleton board is to be put into serv- 
ice at Surprise, replacing old equipment. 

The conversion was accomplished with 
little fuss or fanfare. No number changes 
were necessary and interruption of service 
was only momentary. 


Posed in front of the Carleton CDO telephone building are the men 
who worked on the equipment change. Left to right are Bobbie Miller, 
Harold Saathoff, A. R. Montgomery and Fred McCormick. 


Things went well and the crew at Carleton was in a happy mood. 
Shown in the tiny building are Bobbie Miller, A. R. Montgomery and 
Harold Saathoff. 


213 Participate in 
‘Pigskin Classic’ 


AST FALL’S Pigskin Classic sales 
campaign turned out to be a fine 
success with an increased annual revenue 
of $20,218.08. A total of 213 employees 
took part in the effort, a number that is 
“darn good” according to Sales Supervisor 
D. B. Larsen. 

Most popular item in the sales campaign 
was residence extensions with 1,023 sold. 
Other sales included: 

93 business extensions 
878 color sets 
405 wall Starlites 
235 Ericofons 
288 desk Starlites 
9 panel phones. 
Top sales person in Lincoln was Mary 


Pohlenz with an added annual revenue of 
$694.50. Jane McClellan had $651; Verna 


Alexander had $647; Pam Scott had $6235; 
and Sharon Stibal had $615. 

In the territory outside of Lincoln, Diane 
Aspen of Hastings was tops with $414; 
Jackie Wiens of Beatrice had $354; Norma 
Godden of Beatrice had $348 and Thelma 
Tritsch of Plattsmouth $291. 

S&H Green Stamps were awarded to 
employees making sales of the featured 
items. For the purpose of awarding stamps 
employees were divided into three classi- 
fications with extra stamps going to those 
who do not have regular contact with the 
public as a part of their job. 

Besides these stamps, a book of the 
green coupons was awarded to the top sales 
person in each area for each week of the 
six-week campaign. Winners of the first 
two weeks have already been announced. 
Following are the winners for the other 
four weeks. 

Week ending Nov. 7 

Iva Bornemeier, Lincoln 
Dorothy Biggerstaff, Auburn 
Jackie Wiens, Beatrice 
Donna Crecelius, Crete 
Lois Godfrey, Fairbury 
Lorie Kraus, Geneva 
Marilyn Skarin, Hastings 
Larry Wentink, Nebr. City 
Thelma Tritsch, Plattsmouth 
R. H. Fischer, Pawnee City 
Don Rutledge, Seward 
Irene Oltman, Superior 
Betty Martin, Wahoo 
Genevieve Graff, York 


Week ending Nov. 14 


Gloria Luehr, Lincoln 
Marcella Behrends, Auburn 
Norma Godden, Beatrice 

L. N. Cox, Crete 

Harvey Armagost, David City 
Lois Godfrey, Fairbury 
Lorie Kraus, Geneva 

Joyce Hecht, Hastings 

Betty Christensen, Nebr. City 
Thelma Tritsch, Plattsmouth 
Harry Hill, Seward 

Betty Smith, Superior 

Leona Yarmon, Wahoo 
Mable Reetz, York 


Week ending Nov. 2] 


Jane McClellan, Lincoln 
Dorothy Biggerstaff, Auburn 
Jackie Wiens, Beatrice 
Loretta MclIlnay, Crete 

A. E. Warholoski, David City 
R. D. Leonard, Fairbury 
Pat Koca, Geneva 

Diane Aspen, Hastings 
Adele Ganzel, Nebr. City 

L. C. Bacon, Plattsmouth 
LaVerne Welch, Seward 
John Guilkey, Superior 
LaVonne Smith, Wahoo 
Velma Garlock, York 


Week ending Nov. 28 


Donna Giebelhaus, Lincoln 
Dorothy Biggerstaff, Auburn 
Norma Godden, Beatrice 
Donna Crecelius, Crete 
JoAnn Napier, David City 
R. D. Leonard, Fairbury 
Velma Bock, Geneva 

Diane Aspen, Hastings 
Shirley Gruber, Nebr. City 
Helen Osterholm, Plattsmouth 
Alice Siske, Tecumseh 
LaVerne Welch, Seward 
Betty Smith, Superior 
LaVonne Smith, Wahoo 

Jim Hatfield, York 


Upon the completion of the Pigskin 
Classic, the Company moved directly into 
a Christmas sales contest with Green 
Stamps being awarded for sales. The 
contest closed the week of December 24 
and results will be reported in the next 
Telephone News. 
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Quality 

Service 

Safety 
Program 


UR PLANT Department is promoting 
a plan designed to increase employee 
efficiency with respect to safety and in 
customer contacts, workmanship, ac- 
counting and care of motor vehicles. A 
very important factor in the effort to 
improve employee efficiency is a closer 
contact of the first line supervisors with 
their men, enabling them to observe their 
work habits and to help them provide good 
service to our customers. 

Good service is the starting point for 
good public relations. In this, the Plant 
Department has a growing influence on 
the image the public has of LT&T. As the 
result of the centralization of business 
offices and the mechanization of telephone 


“It is important to tell an individual how he is 
doing,” stressed General Plant Superintendent 
Max C. Walker as the Quality, Service, and Safety 
program was initiated in the Plant Department. 


Clockwise around the table at the Quality, 
Service and Safety program meeting at Seward 
were Harold Williams, O. B. Dill, Harvey 
Armagost, Charles Novak, L. A. Genrich, N. C. 
Duer, Sterling Nelson, Herman Studier, M. C. 
Walker and J. W. Hartz. 


Operation, Plant employees have more 
face-to-face contacts with customers than 
do employees in other departments, par- 
ticularly in small towns. The contact that 
a Plant employee makes with a customer 
is an Opportunity to make a friend for 
the Company through rendering good 
service. 

Every employee has, to a greater or less 
degree, a sense of pride in his work per- 
formance. The goals of the Quality, Service 
and Safety Plan sponsored by LT&T are to 
encourage the development of the em- 
ployee’s desire to do a good job in his 
daily assignments, to have a good attitude 
to safety, be sincerely interested in his 
customers’ need for adequate telephone 
service, and to be conscientious in caring 
for his tools, materials and his vehicle 
(when he is assigned one). 

It is natural for the employee to want 
to know exactly how to do his work. The 
Quality, Service and Safety PYan provides 
the opportunity for his supervisor to 
observe the employee’s performance, 
detect and correct errors and increase the 
employee’s efficiency by showing him how 
to do his work in the way expected of him. 

The supervisor spends approximately 
half a day each month with each man 
under him. He makes use of a form for 
evaluating the employee on a number of 
points involving safety, customer contacts, 
workmanship and accounting. This form 
helps the supervisor to note where the 
employee needs advice and help in im- 
proving his work efficiency. With this 
check sheet, the supervisor can discuss 
the particular items that call for improve- 
ment. The supervisor also can tell him 
where he has done well in his work, thus 


encouraging him. In this way, the em- 
ployee comes to know how much progress 
he is making and what is needed to develop 
his own potential. 
The supervisor also makes a station 
inspection at a different time to check the 
quality of the work performed by the man 
assigned the installation of trouble work. 
He inspects the drop wire and its con- 
nection in the cable terminal or to the open 
wire, noting the condition of the terminal 
and pole steps where provided. He checks 
the condition of the station protector and 
ground, the station wiring and the tele- 
phone set. The employee's work is judged 
as good, fair or poor, according to the 
effect of the work performance on the 
customer’s service. . . 
Associated with the foregoing is an 
inspection of materials and tools on the 
employees’ vehicle which is conducted 
twice a year, separate from the employee 
evaluation and station inspection. These 
inspections are intended to assure full 
control of tools and materials carried on 
the employee’s trucks. At this time, the 
condition of the vehicle and the materials 
is noted and the material inspection sheets 


—_ 7 vs 


Herman Studier and 
Max Walker alternated 
explaining the new plan 
at the various meetings 
held throughout the terri- 


tory. 


are marked to indicate whether the condi- 
tion is good, fair or poor, with the 
appropriate remarks. 

Copies of the evaluation and inspection 
forms are made part of the employee’s 
permanent file, giving the supervisor a 
record of the employee’s work perform- 
ance, his attitudes and his abilities for 
reference in making up the Employee’s 
Progress Report as it comes due. Since the 
supervisor has the facts entered in the 
forms, he is able to rate the employee in 
a fair and impartial manner. 

The Quality, Service and Safety Plan 
offers an equal challenge to supervisors 
and employees in their charge. The super- 
visors are encouraged to help their men, 
and the men in turn are encouraged to do 
their work more efficiently and economi- 
cally and to give customers good service. 


During the first six months of 1966, 
Americans purchased an approximate 
total number of 54 million U.S. Sav- 


ings Bonds —the highest for the same 
period in 20 years. 
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This unlovely pile of scrap wire looks pretty good when the price received for it shows up 
on our books. At today’s high copper prices, the junked material is carefully saved and resold, 
to be used to make new telephone cable. L. G. Ellis is examining the pile. 


Junk Wire far from Valueless 


HAT HAPPENS tto old, worn out 

and obsolete telephone equipment? 

It’s junked out, that’s what. A term which 
indicates that the material is worthless. 


Worthless for telephone use, perhaps, 
but not always without value. 


Best example of valuable scrap right 
now is that material ‘“‘junked out”’ of toll 
lines which have been replaced by buried 
cable or microwave. For the old toll wire 
leads are made out of copper and the stuff 
is SO scarce it is approaching the “‘precious”’ 
classification. 


In the period between June 1 and 
November | of 1966 LT&T was busy 
scrapping toll lines. The reason is our 
ambitious projects of burying cable and 
setting up microwave systems. 

In that period of time a total of approxi- 
mately 385,900 pounds of copper wire 
was salvaged and sold for —hold your hat 
—a price of $204,386.41. The copper is so 
precious that it isn’t carelessly tossed into 


an outside junk pile. It’s carefully stored 
inside of locked and guarded buildings. 

This fifth of a million dollars worth of 
copper isn’t the end. There is still a lot of 
the aerial wire to come down. The wire 
has come out of, or is scheduled to be 
junked from these leads: Lincoln-Beatrice, 
Nebraska City-Platte River, Louisville- 
Plattsmouth, Lincoln-Union, Seward- 
Columbus, Fairbury-Steele City, Wahoo- 
Fremont and Hastings-Sutton. 

Not included in the fabulous figures 
above is the money received from the sale 
of the copper tie wires. 

Most of the salvaged toll wire has been 
sold to General Cable—to be used in 
making telephone cable. It goes off to that 
company in lots of about 100,000 pounds. 
The smaller bits of salvage have been sold 
locally. 

The most conspicuous part of the aerial 
toll leads — the poles — have the least value. 
They are often sold for a couple of dollars 
apiece. 


And the Color Didnt Run 


A Detroit housewife, while grappling 
with the family wash, unknowingly 
knocked the plug-in telephone off a 
shelf and into her automatic washer. 
She thought something was wrong 
when a kadunk, kadunk sound de- 
veloped. She stopped the machine 


and peering inside detected the tele- 
phone in a sudsy bath. She didn't 
bother to call the repair department, 
but just hung the phone on the line to 
dry. She reported later that the 
washed telephone works as good as 
ever and the color didn’t even run! 

- Telephony 


Retirees 


Honored 
at 
Banquet 


HE 19 LT&T’ers who joined the 

retirement roll in 1966 were honored 
November 17 at a banquet in Lincoln. The 
event took place at the Lincoln Hotel. 
Seventeen of the 19 retirees were present 
at the event. 

Each of the retirees was presented a 
handsome clock by Company President 
Thomas C. Woods, Jr. The gift was a 
symbol of the Company’s appreciation of 
the many years of fine service given by 
the retirees. 

In addition, three of the retirees received 
service pins. It is customary for the 
Company to present these pins to those 
employees who have entered the service 
year in which they would become eligible 
for such an emblem. 

Thus G. A. Foster received a 45-year 
pin and B. J. Sievers and Della M. Wilcox 
each received 40-year pins. 

The complete list of retirees for 1966 is: 


name years service 
G. M. Albury 45 
G. A. Foster 44 
M. L. Hodge a 
Edith I. Mattson 42 
P. R. Winscot 42 
Hilda M. Johanns 4] 
C. A. Eggerss 40 
Myrtle M. Henline 40 
B. J. Sievers 39 
Della M. Wilcox 39 
Rose H. Janda 37 
Helen M. Ofe 35 
Irene V. Smalldon 28 
Frances Erwin 27 
Hazel V. Neman 23 
Ricka G. Schenk pa 
Emilie A. Bleich 20 
Vivian J. Dee 20 
Marquerite Ienn 20 


Master of Ceremonies for the evening 
was Merle M. Hale, Company vice presi- 
dent, who assured the retirees “‘You still 
belong to us.” 

“You have been a source of greatness 


\ 


to us. You are the folks, along with 267 
other pensioners, who have made our 
Company what it is today,”” he emphasized. 

Mr. Hale pointed out that the total years 
of service of the retirees amounts to 676 
which figures out to an average of 33.8 
years and represents a range of from 45 
down to 20 years. 


‘‘We want you pensioners to know you 
are still employees —representatives — am- 
bassadors of the Company — whatever you 
want to call it. We are proud of you and 
congratulate you as you graduate into the 
retirement class,’ said Mr. Hale. 

Unable to be present were Leland 
Hodge of Beatrice and Vivian Dee of 
David City, who sent their regrets. 


Among those on hand to honor the 
retirees were Company officers, depart- 
ment heads and directors Charles Stuart 
and W. W. Putney. Mr. Stuart added his 
word of thanks to the retired people for 
building LT&T. 

‘‘We appreciate your help... you have 


made our job as directors much easier,” 
he said. 


Mr. Putney declared that it is now 27 
years that he and Mr. Stuart have served 
as directors. 


One half of the 1966 retirees and their spouses and Company 
“chauffeurs” are shown as they sat down to the annual banquet. 
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“It has been an enjoyable 27 years. It 
has been fun watching Lincoln grow up,” 
he declared, adding “‘l hope in the future 
we will have many more years together — 
all of us.” 

In making his presentations, President 
Woods observed that the retirees would 
now have time to do some of the things 
they wanted to do. He reminded them 
that “we still have meetings on the top 
floor’ (the monthly Retired Club gather- 
ings) and urged them to “come in to say 
hello to me.” 

‘“We want to see you when you come 
through,” he emphasized. 

Speaking in behalf of the retirees was 


= Be neeres Pr ban 


B. J. Sievers receives his 40-year emblem... 
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The other half of the retirees were on the north leg of the horseshoe 
shaped tables. They are shown looking over the programs. 


their feelings as she thanked the Company 
and directors for the banquet. 

‘‘T have no regrets. People were wonder- 
ful and I’m enjoying my retirement now,” 
she said. 

The retirees and Company representa- 
tives dined on breast of turkey steak on 
baked Virginia ham, accompanied with 
such gastronomical trimmings as fruit 
cocktail, salad, candied yam, pumpkin 
pie and so forth. 

After-dinner mints and cigars were 
passed around before the showing of a 
Walt Disney film “‘A World is Born.”’ 

But the highlight of the evening was the 
opportunity to gather and reminisce over 
the many years of working together. 


Director W. W. Putney 
(right) demonstrates his 
corsage pinning technique 
on Company President 
Thomas C. Woods, Jr., 
to the great amusement 
of Mr. Woods and retired 
Controller B. J. Sievers 
(left). Mr. Putney arrived 
at the retirement banquet 
early to help pin the 
flowers on the _ ladies. 


G. A. Foster accepts his 45-year service pin... 


PBX Class 
Part of Adult 
Education Plan 


OMETIME in the near future a small 
group of people will gather for six 
consecutive Monday evenings on the fifth 
floor of the General Office building. Their 
purpose: To learn about PBX operation. 
This type of class has been conducted 
for the past four years or so. Last year 
there were four such classes—an unusual 
number. Two or three is more typical. 

The class is conducted through the 
cooperation of the adult education section 
of the Lincoln public schools. Pupils—up 
to 20 of them—enroll through the public 
schools by paying a small fee. LT&T 
furnishes the room, equipment and all 
materials. 

Next class is tentatively scheduled to 
start in February, under the instruction 
of Myra Metcalf, chief operator of Unit IT. 
If it follows the usual pattern, it will be a 
12 hour course with classes meeting two 
hours, from 7 to 9 p.m. on six consecutive 
Monday evenings. 

Purpose is not to turn out finished PBX 
operators. The time is too limited for that. 
(LT&T schedules 40 hours to train its 
operators). But the course does provide a 
background and cover many generalities 
of PBX operation. 

Not all the people who take the course 
plan to be PBX operators. Many want to 
learn some of the fundamentals to make 
their own jobs easier. Among former PBX 
students are schoolteachers, personnel 
department people from various  busi- 
nesses, and even state hospital patients 
(for whom it is a part of their therapy.) 

Much of that which is learned in the 
class would be valuable to anyone who 
regularly uses a telephone, especially in 
the course of his work. For instance, the 
students are impressed that successful 
PBX receptionist work has many facets, 
one of which is the voice. 

The instructor points out what is im- 
mediately obvious—that in this type of 
work a pleasing personality must be con- 
veyed by voice alone. So the voice must 
be intelligible, show vitality, have good 

expression, and be natural and pleasant. 

Urged upon the students is the appli- 
cation of the Golden Rule. And they are 
impressed that the PBX receptionist has 
a great chance to make friends for the 
employer. 

Instruction is broken down into general 
knowledge concerning telephony; general 


Miss Metcalf demonstrates board... 


knowledge about PBX operation; princi- 
ples underlying all PBX and receptionist 
work; importance of voice qualities in any 
kind of communication by telephone; 
emphasis upon some specifics of PBX 
work—such as never plugging up a signal 
in advance of answering, giving of frequent 
progress reports, knowing why dialing 
should be correct and practicing this 
preferred phraseology, correct methods 
of placing long distance calls either by 
DDD or an operator. 

Class members get down-to-earth drills; 
written procedures; use voice records; and 
see films. 

Usually there is considerable interest in 
the class, says instructor Miss Metcalf. 
“Often students will show up a half hour 
early,’’ she commented. She is there early 
to give individual attention if they need it. 

The classes use the fifth floor conference 
room, where a typical PBX board has been 
placed. The board is not connected, so 
students have to use some imagination 
when it comes to going through the 
motions of answering a call. 

Perhaps it would seem that a more 
complete PBX training would be in order 
so that graduates would be ready to go 
right out and take over a board. But any 
company which has a new PBX girl may 
request an instructor from the Company’s 
general traffic department and the girl 
will be given specific instruction for the 
type of board she will be operating. 

Miss Metcalf tends to belittle her part 
in teaching the class. 

“So far as I am concerned it couldn’t 
be done without the help of the Com- 
mercial department who furnish and set 
up the projector; without the help of the 
General Traffic steno force; and without 
the custodial department who _ prepare 
the room.” 
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Former Beatrice Operators Get Together Each Year 


by Bertha Sharp 


@ IN 1963 MRS. Hazel Bishop Leinweber 
and Mrs. Ethel Chipman Gouker of 
Beatrice conceived the idea of forming a 
club of ex-telephone operators that had 
worked in the Beatrice Exchange. After 
many hours of searching, they located 
about 50 girls. 

Now we have about 75 and we are 
adding new ones as the days pass. This 
was a real task, locating them by their 
married names, as they are scattered over 
many states. 

Our 1964-1965 meetings were in Beatrice. 
In 1966 it was in Lincoln, at the home of 
Mrs. Orville Reddish, 2801 Prairie Rd. 
She was a most delightful hostess and the 
daughter of Mrs. Clarissa Donovan Engler. 
Reminiscing is always the highlight of the 
meetings. 

The 1967 meeting will be in Beatice (the 
home base) the first Wednesday in October, 
with Myrtle Wherry Walter as president. 

Our first meeting in 1964 will always be 
outstanding and we wish to express our 
gratitude to Mrs. Leinweber and Mrs. 
Gouker for being such efficient and fine 
organizers and for a big job, well done. 
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are Alma Potts Barr, Alyce White, Emma Donovan Jackson, Clarissa Donovan Engler (standing), Ruth Stanley Grell (standing), Mary Schwartz Keckley 
(standing), Katherine J. Schmidt, Nell Pohlman Schiermeyer, Doris King Stephens, Hazel Bishop Leinweber, Rethal Stanley Falk, Stella Stanley, Bertha 


McNabb Sharp, Ann Schidler Emal, Myrtle Wherry Walters, Ethel Chipman Gouker, Emma Kahner Courtney, Hildren Hull Mowry, and Rozina Chipman 
Marten. 


Centennial Theme for Directories 


@ THERE’S A Centennial theme to the 
1967 telephone directory. The cover of 
our five directories will feature two pictures 
showing the contrast between the turn of 
the century and today. 

The old time scene was photographed 
in the kitchen of the Carson House at 


Brownville, Nebraska. The house was built 
of native brick in 1860. Using a wall tele- 
phone which dates back to the 1890's is 
Mrs. Linda Morris, Commercial repre- 
sentative in the Lincoln Business office. 
The phone is believed to be the oldest 
existing electrically-operated telephone in 
Nebraska. 

Adding flavor to the scene are a wall 
plaque and coffee grinder which were 
furnished by the Brownville Historical 
Society. 

The modern scene photographed in the 
Western Power and Gas Kitchen features 
Mrs. Nancy Spearman, who formerly 
appeared as Miss Nancy on the KOLN- 
KGIN-TV “Romper Room” show. She 
is using a new panel telephone, the latest 
and most modern phone to be added to 
the number of those available through 
LT&T. 

The directory has already appeared 
in Lincoln. The same scene will be used 
on the other LT&T directories appearing 
later in the year. 

The story of the new directory cover 
was told in the November issue of ‘‘Tele- 
VIEWS” sent to our subscribers with their 
statements, 


Three Legs to Stand On 


@ THE telephone business has some- 
times been likened to a three-legged 
stool. Not true, in the literal sense, 
and yet a pretty good figurative 
description. The stool analogy has, 
in fact, often been used to describe 
the policy under which our Compa- 
ny operates. Each leg is a Company 
responsibility: to the public; to 
employees; to investors. The 
Company Policy, though, is much 
more than a nicely framed document 
on an office wall; it’s a real “‘three-fold 
obligation” each of us is committed 
to as telephone people. Worth taking 
a close look at now and then: 

“The policy of this organization, 
as a part of the Bell System, is to 
provide the best possible telephone 
service at the least cost to the public 
consistent with fair treatment of 
employees and the financial safety 
of the business. 

“Operating under this policy, the 
Company has a three-fold obligation 
as follows: 

“Our obligation to the public is 
to provide pleasing and constantly 


improved and broadened service, 
which is as free as possible from 
errors, imperfections and _ delays 
and to furnish such service at the 
lowest practicable charges. 

“Our obligation to employees is 
to pay wages that are in all respects 
fair and just; to provide safe and 
agreeable working conditions, and 
to deal fairly and considerately with 
each individual and group. 

“Our obligation to investors is to 
provide every reasonable safeguard 
for the money thousands of men and 
women have invested in the business 
and operate the property so it will 
yield a fair return.” 


—~NWB magazine July-August 1965 


On January 28, 1878, the first tele- 
phone exchange was cut into service, 
at New Haven, Connecticut. 

On January 7, 1927, the first radio- 
telephone service between New York 
and London was inaugurated. 


Pictures From Our Scrapbook.... 


Here's another collection of pictures 
gathered from our collection. See how 
many of the people you can identify. 
All are active or recently retired tele- 
phone employees, but the photos are 
at least 15 years old—and in some 
instances considerably more ancient. 

Names of these employees fall in 
the range from M through S, if that 
will be of any help to you. 


(Identities on Page 16) 


45 
39 
38 
37 
35 
32 
31 


G. M. Albury 


Lincoln 


45 Years 


YEARS 
YEARS 
YEARS 
YEARS 
YEARS 
YEARS 
YEARS 


Lincoln 


27 
25 


YEARS 
YEARS 


Graff, York 


24 YEARS 
Lincoln; L. E. 


23 
22 


YEARS 
YEARS 


P. J. Guelker 
Beatrice 
35 Years 


mk 


Genevieve Graff 
York York 
25 Years 25 Years 


ay 


N. H. Liesveld A. E. Linden 
Lincoln Lincoln 
20 Years 20 Years 


Service Anniversaries 


G. M. Albury, Lincoln 

R. H. Spohn, Lincoln 

E. J. Schemmerhorn, Fairbury 
R. R. Rauch, Lincoln 

P. J. Guelker, Beatrice 

L. M. Miller, Lincoln 

F. M. Crewdson, A. L. Reed, 


Nata A. Hershey, Lincoln 


Velma B. Garlock, Genevieve A. 


G. L. Melson, F. E. Smith, 
Lyons, Tecumseh 


R. H. Kinnison, Lincoln 
H. F. Kempf, Hastings; Gladys 


U. Neugebauer, Lincoln 


R. M. Merrill 


Lincoln 


20 Years 


R. W. Blackford 
Lincoln 
15 Years 


DECEMBER 


21 YEARS K. J. Peters, David City 


20 YEARS E. J. Kalkwarf, N. H. Liesveld, 
A. E. Linden, R. M. Merrill, Lincoln 


19 YEARS D. M. Hunt, L. R. Rhoades, 
J.C. Selko, Lincoln; R. G. Bruning, Superior; 
C. C. Minich, York 


18 YEARS S. M. Carr, Auburn: A. J. 
Parde, Beatrice; G. E. Carter, R. W. Clark, 
Lincoln 


17 YEARS R. L. Hibbert, Lincoln 


16 YEARS Veronica M. Siske, Beatrice; 
E. V. Bean, Seward; L. A. Genrich, Stromsburg 


15 YEARS R. W. Blackford, J. H. Geist, 
K. L. Paro, Lincoln 


14 YEARS W. M. Birdsley, Margota A. 
Lucs, Crystol M. Miller, Thelma E. Spellman, 
Lincoln 


m 1 


K. L. Paro 


J. H. Geist 
Lincoln Lincoln 
15 Years 15 Years 


13 YEARS PR. J. Roth, Lincoln 


12 YEARS R.A. Cruickshank, C. M. Lind- 
gren, C. J. Ritchey, Lincoln; Mildred M. Taylor, 
Tecumseh 


11 YEARS W. C. Stahly, Lincoln; Esther 
M. Ellis, Weeping Water 


10 YEARS Bobby E. Miller, Hebron; R. K. 
Bouwens, Thelma B. Mahlman, Lincoln 


9 YEARS J. N. Pamplin, Hastings; D. E. 
Hedrick, C. E. Olson, Marieta W. Songster, 
Lincoln 


8 YEARS J.C. Vanderslice, Hastings; JoAnn 
Templeton, Lincoln; Margaret M. Nagle, Sutton 


7 YEARS Evette S. Juengel, Lincoln 


6 YEARS Ella E. Svoboda, Jean Tesar, 
Elaine S. Wilson, Lincoln; D. W.. Born, 
Plattsmouth 


5 YEARS Eileen W. Meyerhoff, Lincoln 


Bobby Miller R. K. Bouwens 
Hebron Lincoln 
10 Years 10 Years 


Mew Cnyplayees 


Plant 

Thomas: Cuny ss sss Janitor, Area Plant. 11-21 
de ie HA tea va nt Groundman, Nebraska 

| 5 ne ee 11-14 
a oa: FOES fant nes Groundman, 

Construction ....11-14 
ees WG ae eae xs Groundman, 

Construction ....11-14 
DH: Gaon c.22054605% Groundman, 

Construction ....11-14 
E: 1. PeQUCTEs cx exis nc Janitor, Area Plant. 11-22 
LW. Pollard ccccss dees Toll Terminal Radioman, 

Area Plant...... 11-21 

Traffic 
Jeanette E. Allen...... Opr., P.T., Lincoln... 11-22 
Lettie D. Boucher...... Opr., P.T., Lincoln. . 11-22 
Kathleen L. Cook...... Opr., P.T., Lincoln. . 11-22 
Diane L. Eaton........ Opr., P.T., Lincoln..11-22 
Kay E. Lovelace ....... Opr., P.T., Lincoln... 11-22 
Barbara A. Meyer...... Dor, Lincolni... «.. 11-7 
Karen A. Royer........ Opr., P.T., Lincoln..11-25 
Juanita J. Wilson...... Opr., Lincoln....... 11-7 
Headlines 


Merlin Scheele, Beatrice Construction, was 
pictured in the Beatrice Daily Sun with his 
daughter and nephew with a jack-o-lantern... 
Erman Wheatcraft, Auburn, gave a demon- 
stration of the door answering service at the 
Toastmasters club... Clara Mae Chambers, 
Hastings, entertained officers of the Olive 
Chapter OES at a coffee. Clara is worthy 
matron... Boyd Imler, Superior, has been 
elected to the board of directors of the Ki- 
wanis club...Jerry Friede, Nebraska City, 
was pictured in the Nebraska City News Press 
working on a CATV installation...W. W. 
Cook, Sr., director, is an assistant vice 
president of the Nebraska Association of 
Commerce and Industries...Ed Ernst, Ne- 
braska City was a judge in a “‘punkin’”’ growing 
contest...Mandane Reid, Fairbury, has 
been elected to the session of the Presby- 
terian church ruling body...Viola Fischer, 
Lincoln Commercial has been elected to a 
three-year term on the board of directors of 
the Women’s division of the Lincoln Chamber 
of Commerce... 


TS stod Eee 


Roger and Evelyn Stukenholtz are the proud 
parents of a son, named Clinton John. Clinton 
was born November 16, at Lincoln General 
Hospital and weighed six pounds eleven and 
one-half ounces. Evelyn is on leave of absence 
from Data Processing. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Studier of Superior are 
parents of a daughter, Laurie Nanette, born 
October 5. The Studiers have two other 
children. Paternal grandparents are Mr. and 
Mrs. Herman Studier of Lincoln. 


Title Changes 
Promotions, 
Transfers, 


is 
F. H. Arvanette 
Inst.-Reprmn PBX 


J. L. Ruble 
Inst.-Reprmn COE 


Commercial 


Elaine L. Bockerman, clerk-typist to service 
representative 


Engineering 
G. O. Ryan, draftsman to engineering 
assistant 


Plant 

R. D. Ahrens, janitor to janitor, subfore- 
man, Supply 

R. J. Allen, Beatrice to Tecumseh 

F. H. Arvanette, teletypeman to installer- 
repairman, PBX, Area Plant 

D. D. Dorman, janitor, subforeman to garage 
serviceman, Supply 

A. Durr, splicer’s helper to splicer, 

Construction 

P. D. Flowers, equipment repairman, Supply 
to combinationman, Area Plant 

S. L. Headlee, groundman to lineman, York 

C. D. Hodgkin, lineman to splicer’s helper, 
Construction 

G. G. Lohse, Lincoln to Beatrice 

L. C. McCarthy, splicer’s helper to splicer, 
Construction 

J. L. Ruble, combinationman, Area Plant 
to installer-repairman, COE, Genl. PI. 

E. Wissel, splicer, Construction to 

combinationman, Area Plant 


Traffic 


Susan M. Charlson, operator to S.A. 

Edna D. Komma, operator to. clerk, 
Nebraska City 

Dixie L. Unger, operator to S.A. 


Telephones ring 10 times a minute. 
Which points out that when a caller 
hangs up after a second or third ring 
he’s giving the other party only 12 to 
18 seconds to reach his phone. That's 
why we advise our customers to let 
the phone ring 10 times before hang- 


ing up. 


Lines to a Lineman 


(author unknown) 


No word of pen or stroke of artist’s hand, 
no flowered phrase or oratory’s boast 
need tell the story of the world you’ve made. 
"Tis writ upon the pages of the Land 

from North to South; from coast to coast. 


Those poles you mount, those lengthened 
strands you string 

are not just sturdy uprights in the sky 

that march across the miles in proud parade. 

You’ve made them into words that help 
and sing; 

a doctor’s call, good news, a lover’s sigh! 


Deep etched in time the record of your skill 

the work you’ve done, your willingness to 
do; 

the fires and storms you tackled unafraid. 

Your signature is carried on every hill. 

Yours, too, the creed “The message must 
go through.” 


Microwave in Use 


@ THE LINCOLN to Kansas City micro- 
wave system was put in operation in 
October, completing a project which began 
in June of 1965 for LT&T. The system is 
a cooperative venture between LT&T and 
Southwestern Bell Telephone Company. 

LT&T has four microwave repeater 
sites, located near Eagle, Nebraska City, 
Table Rock and Falls City. Southwestern 
Bell has an additional four towers in the 
system. 

Our Company’s share of the cost 
amounted to $730,000. 


Happiness Aad 


Clarice A. Morlok and George Riege were 
married November 19 at St. Andrew’s Lutheran 
Church in Lincoln. Clarice is from General 
Traffic. 

Pat Stanislav and Ron Neujahr exchanged 
vows on November 17 at Havelock Methodist 
Church. Pat works in Traffic Unit I. 

Kathy Taylor, Traffic Unit I, became the 
bride of Edward Holbrook Saturday, November 
26, at St. Mary’s Catholic Church. 

Letha Baumgartner and Dale Norby were 
married November 14 at Faith Baptist Church. 
Letha is in Traffic Unit I. 


TEMBA Claims 


Following is the total amount of claims 
paid by The Lincoln Telephone Employees 
Mutual Benefit Association during November, 
1966. 


Primary Members 3 $539.28 
Dependents 4 38.70 
5 $577.98 


Major Medical (Woodmen Accident & Life) 
16 Claims $1,565.88 


Ross Siske Dies 


@ ROSS SISKE, 33, LT&T garage service- 
man, lost his life Wednesday, November 
17, in a tragic hunting accident in 
Lancaster county. He had been employed 
by the Company since July 13, 1965, 
serving as lineman, digger operator, and, 
since May, 1966, as garage serviceman. 
Prior to his service with LT&T he had 
worked for Consumers. 

He had been work- 
ing the 4 p.m. to 
midnight shift. In his 
off hours he had been 
doing some part-time 
plowing on the farm of 
George Bulling of Rt. 
3, according to news- 
paper reports. 

His fatal accident 
was discovered by Mrs. 
Bulling as she brought 
him his lunch at 12:30. The mishap had 
apparently happened only a short time 
before. 

Investigating officials were reported as 
saying that Siske had apparently attempted 
to take his automatic shotgun out of the 
car to shoot at small game. It appeared 
that he pulled the loaded gun out of the 
vehicle with the barrel pointing towards 
himself. The weapon discharged twice, 
wounding him in the stomach and chest. 

Although an ambulance was rushed to 
the scene, Siske was found to be dead upon 
arrival at the hospital. 

Ross was a well-liked, competent em- 
ployee. He participated in the basketball 
program of the Company last season and 
his good humor and team spirit was evi- 
dent in this sport. 

He is survived by his wife, a son, Mark, 
and a daughter, Linda, as well as his 
parents and two sisters. Other relatives 
include Mr. and Mrs. Donald Siske,. both 
LT&T employees at Tecumseh and Veronica 
Siske, LT&T employee at Beatrice, who 
are second cousins. 

Funeral services took place November 
19 at 10:30 a.m. at Roper’s Mortuary in 
Lincoln. Interment was at Wyuka 
cemetery. 


Pat Heidenreich an Editor 


@ A UNIT II operator, Pat Heidenreich, 
will be away from her telephone duties 
January 5 and 6. A Journalism student at 
the University of Nebraska, she will be 
at Kearney, serving as managing editor of 
the Kearney newspaper during a Journalism 
field trip. 

Editorial force under her is to include 
three editors, five reporters and _ three 
photographers. 


Postal officials at Tekamah, Ne- 
braska, were almost stumped when 
aletter from an Omaha charity came 
through addressed simply to “‘Mr. 
Warning Storm, Tekamah.”’ Ever 


vigilant, however, they turned to the 
NWB telephone directory there to 
check. And sure enough, there it was: 
a listing for the Storm Warning tele- 
phone number. 


—NWB magazine 


Sherm Wins TV 


@W. MERL SHERMAN, advertising 
manager, has done it again. He’s won 
another portable TV. 

Actually it is the first TV he has won, 
but Mrs. Sherman won one last spring at 
the annual Pioneers banquet. 

Sherm entered a contest to ‘Second 
Guess the Ad Experts’ sponsored by 
Lenkurt Electric Company. Seven of the 
company’s advertisements were  repro- 
duced and contestants were invited to 
write a better advertising headline than 
had been used. 

Sherm entered headlines for all seven 
ads. The ad for which he won the prize 
showed a chessboard with a single piece, 
a king, on it. His entry was “It takes 
teamwork to play the game.” 

He was notified of his win by Robert 
E. Graham, Lenkurt sales manager, on 
November 22. 

The Shermans already have a _ nearly 
new color TV and the portable set won by 
Mrs. Sherman. So they have decided to sell 
the latest set and use the proceeds towards 
purchasing a stereo hi-fi set. 


Wakeman, Henderson Co-authors 


@R.T. WAKEMAN and G. T. Hender- 
son of Engineering are co-authors of an 
article which appeared in the November 5 
issue of Telephony. Title of the article is 
‘‘A Computer-oriented Traffic Study Pro- 
gram. 


In the tombs discovered under the 
pyramids of Giza, in Egypt, a number 
is displayed conspicuously, chiseled 
deep in the numerals of an ancient 
people. These numerals, interpreted 
into figures of this day, read: 

2520 


That mystic number—2520—is 
divisible by any number from one to 
nine and, according to mathemati- 
cians, you can’t perform that miracle 
with any lower number. 


Woodman of the World magazine 


C. Eggerss Retires 


@ CHAUNCEY A. Eggerss wrapped up 
a 40-year telephone career the first of 
December and entered a new experience, 
that of retirement. 

Chauncey started his telephone career 
in April of 1926 at Hastings, working for 
the compensation of $3 a day. His first 
job, like that of many telephone men, was 
that of groundman. A little less than a 
year later he was a third class lineman 
and in 1928 he became combinationman. 

In the difficult years 
of the early 1930’s he 
served at Hastings and 
Sutton, taking sub- 
stantial pay cuts as the 
Company fought to | 
save aS many jobs as 
possible. His service 
was also interrupted 
by two furloughs in § 
those years. ay 

Eggerss became dis- | 
trict clerk at Hastings 
clerk in 1939. He moved to Lincoln as 
Commercial Representative in June of 
1941 and has been in the Capitol City ever 
since. In the mid-1940’s he was assigned 
to the Lincoln Army Air Force base as 
manager. He later became Rural Service 
engineer and in 1953 service engineer, a 
position he has held to his retirement. 

Perhaps it is typical of Chauncey that 
he remained on the job to the very last 
minute of his last day at work. 

Although he had some vacation time 
coming, Eggerss said that his plans for 
retirement were indefinite. But you can be 
sure that he will soon find outlets for his 
abundant energy and talents. 


Lucile Lane Earns an Award 


@ LUCILE LANE of Traffic Unit I has 
hit the suggestion jackpot again. Last 
month the News carried a story of how 
she won two suggestion awards in the same 
month. Now she has won a third prize. 


This time her award was $20, for a 
suggestion regarding the books used by 
operators at the rate desk. Said Mrs. Lane, 
‘“*At the rate desk the CDC and verifying 
books fit too tightly in the slots. Either 
new books should be furnished or the slots 
widened as it is often necessary to ask an 
operator on the opposite side to remove 
a book and pass it across, causing a delay 
for both operators.” 


As is true of all suggestion awards, Mrs. 
Lane will receive the full amount of the 
$20 prize. The tax on the money (rated as 
income by the Federal government) has 
been paid by the Company. 


Remodeling at Seward 


RIGHT: M. C. Walker and Herman Studier look over the rear of the 
Seward building, being enlarged to accept additional telephone equip- 
ment. Construction is under way with the project protected from the 


elements by a plastic enclosure. 


BELOW RIGHT: J. W. Hartz, “‘‘Willie’’ Williams, Studier and Walker 
look over the interior of the Seward building, also being remodeled 
because of upcoming equipment changes. They are in the space formerly 


used for the office. 


BELOW: A plastic ‘‘cocoon” is used in the Seward equipment room 
to protect the switchgear, mainframe and other vital portions of the 
telephone system from the dust and grime caused by the extensive 


remodeling and construction work. 
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Bossung, Hoffman Take Course 


@ GEORGE Bossung and O. G. Hoffman 
of Lincoln have completed a study course 
on the practical theory of transmission 
engineering held at the Automatic Electric 
Company at Northlake, Illinois, a surburb 
of Chicago. 

Both Hoffman and Bossung are engi- 


Scrapbook Identities 


John Reed 

B. D. Pattison 
Robert Ross 
Russell Rauch 
Floyd Nave 

E. H. Royce 

W. D. Quinn 

R. McDowell 

V. M. “Deke” Simpson 
0. Howard Spahnle 
1. R. O. Sherman 


EONS BES Tn ee 


neers for LT&T. Bossung has been with 
the Company 18 years and Hoffman 19. 

The course is intended for those whose 
job duties require the ability to analyze 
transmission problems, perform field trans- 
mission measurements, prepare the design 
of special service circuit transmission 
equipment, and coordinate all projects 
involving telephone transmission engi- 
neering. 

The course included trainees from all 
parts of the United States. 

Hoffman is a graduate of Hickman high 
school and a former student of Finley 
Engineering College at Kansas City. He 
served in the U.S. Navy Reserve during 
World War IJ and is currently active in 
the Reserve, as an instructor. 

He and Mrs. Hoffman have two 
daughters, Shirley 20 and Ann, 17. 

Bossung is a graduate of Tecumseh high 
school. He served in the U.S. Navy from 
1946-1948. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bossung have one son, 
Wayne, 13. 
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Predictions All Wrong 


When Bell invented the telephone, 
pessimists of that day predicted that 
the need for writing would be reduced 
to a point where pencils would no 


longer be required. On the contrary, 
the telephone has increased the use 
of pencils, which are needed for re- 
cording messages, taking down num- 
bers, and doodling while waiting for 
the called party. 


from Telephony 


Pioneers Add Members 


@ Five regular and two auxiliary members 
have been added to the Frank H. Woods 
Telephone Pioneer Association. The regu- 
lar members are Frank Kuchera, Dorothy 
Wise, and Edith L. Parsons of Lincoln: 
Elizabeth E. Benda of Wymore; and 
Kathryn Widick of Beatrice. Auxiliary 
members are Margery L. Kuchera of 
Lincoln and Arthur Benda of Wymore. 


The Areas 


Auburn Area 


by Dorothy Biggerstaff 


Harry Rogers returned to work from two 
weeks vacation part of which was spent deer 
hunting. Harry and son Gregg each downed a 
deer... Erman Wheatcraft had another birth- 
day. We celebrated this important event with 
him with rolls and coffee...Emma _ Lee 
DeJonge, Humboldt, spent her vacation at home 
remodeling ... Humboldt won first place in the 
Community Betterment Project which brought a 
prize of $250.00. Emma Lee contributed a great 
deal of time and energy towards this project. 
Erman Wheatcraft was elected Secretary- 
Treasurer of the Auburn Toastmasters club... 
The daughter, son-in-law and two grand- 
daughters of Mr. and Mrs. George Eggleston 
were involved in a Thanksgiving Day accident. 
The crash resulted in a broken arm for Carita, 
but could have been much worse if they had not 
had their seat belts fastened...Emma Lee 
DeJonge was a visitor in the Auburn office 
on November 25. 


Beatrice Area 


by Irma Arnold 


Hettie Elmshaeuser, Virginia Coon, Kathryn 
Widick and Veronica Siske attended the 
Pioneer Ladies’ Thanksgiving party at the 
Cornhusker Hotel in Lincoln November 19. The 
report was that the turkey dinner was delicious 
and a very good time was had by all... Ruth 
Diekmann entertained the telephone operators 
at a coffee in her new home during the afternoon 
and evening of November 3. Twenty-six guests 
attended... Bob and Hazel Humiston were in 
Hardy, Nebraska, on Thanksgiving Day, guests 
of Mrs. Humiston’s sister and family... Hettie 
Elmshauser having a week’s vacation at Thanks- 
giving time enjoyed a visit with her brother, 
R. J. Elmshauser, and family in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota...A retirement party was held in 
the snack bar in honor of Leland Hodge with 
43 years of service with LT&T. Mr Hodge was 
presented with a billfold, a gift of the Beatrice 
employees... A coffee was given for Jackie 
Wiens of the Commercial department, who is 
moving to Lincoln... Virginia Coon, having a 
vacation during the week of Thanksgiving, 
enjoyed having her son, Mike, who attends 
Kearney State College, home for the holiday. 
Kenneth Chan from Hong Kong, also a student 
at Kearney, was a guest of Mike’s during the 
holiday vacation...The Traffic Department 
knows little of monotony. Eloise Wiebe asked 
a subscriber how he could identify a party he 
was calling, and he said, “Well, he has a wart 
on his left elbow.”’ And Yours Truly, when 
answering a light with the usual ‘Long 
Distance,’ heard a voice answering, “But I 
don’t want ‘long distance’—I just want a plain 
Operator.” Restriction on phrases kept me 
from saying—‘“‘They don’t come any plainer.” 


Fairbury Area 
by Lois Godfrey 
Mike Danaher enjoyed a week’s vacation 


working at home...Mandane Reid spent a 
week of vacation at home house cleaning... 


AROUND 


THE CIRCUIT 


pe - -- 


~onny 


The camera of Joe Adamson caught Geneva 
clerk Lorie Kraus with the big black books 
propped up in front of her. As usual, she has 
a nice smile on her face. 


Earl Schemmerhorn spent his vacation nursing 
a real bad cold instead of hunting as he had 
planned ... John Brockmeyer attended a switch- 
man’s school in Lincoln...Frances Erwin, 
Ricka Schenk, Irene Smalldon, Emilie Bleich 
and Mike Danaher attended and enjoyed the 
Pensioners’ Party in Lincoln. 


Hastings Traffic 


by Celeste Bunde 


Darlene Oliver and her family spent their 
vacation at home relaxing. They went to Lincoln 
for a weekend to the Nebraska game... Betty 
Magee had Thanksgiving dinner at her house 
for all of her family on her vacation... Bev 
Dack and Thelma Wilson stayed at home and 
enjoyed their vacation. 


Hebron Exchange 
by Fetn Pool 


Dennis Montgomery, son of Rex Montgomery, 
entered the hospital November 2 for an opera- 
tion on his finger. He was released three days 
later... The Montgomery family spent their 
Thanksgiving in Portis, Kansas...Rex has 
been hunting quail and pheasants and taking 
his limit on each... Yours Truly and family 
enjoyed Thanksgiving dinner in _ Deshler, 
Nebraska. We also enjoyed a visit from my 
brother from Texas through the Thanksgiving 
holiday...Harold Saathoff has also been 
hunting every weekend for his limit of quail 
and pheasant. 


Nebraska City Area 
by Betty Christensen 


Winding up the last of vacations have been 
Don Lutz, Jerry Koberstein, Robert Smith, 
Duane Smith, enjoying one week; Robert Culver 
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and Warren Eltiste two weeks... Warren did a 
little hunting, we understand... Fred Stoll will 
spend some of his two weeks visiting relatives 
at Boulder, Colorado... Violet Peterson en- 
joyed three weeks; Mildred Zatopek and Alice 
Sharpnack two weeks... Mary Ross and Velma 
Abker are both driving new Buicks. They are 
really nice... We have all heard of the Three 
Little Pigs but it’s eight little pigs for Jerry 
Friede ... Jerry has been picking up corn and is 
looking forward to a “Good Old Pork Chop” 
in the future...Adele Ganzel has enjoyed 
weekends with her new grandson and reports 
he’s growing like a weed... Shirley Gruber and 
Mr. Ernst will both enjoy two weeks’ vacation 
soon. Mr. Ernst plans a Merry Christmas with 
his daughter and family at Aurora, Illinois... 
We are happy to report Harriet Foote recovered 
nicely from recent surgery and is now back 
to work. 


Seward Area 


by Helen Norwood 


Remodeling is in full swing here...Some 
lucky people are still taking vacations. Dora 
Plessel, Arlene Reetz, Ruth Baumbach were 
at home. Eleanore Schutz visited her mother 
in Holdrege. Gladys Walker visited in Crete. 
Shirley Pankoke visited in Omaha. Luree 
Haught visited in Lincoln and Omaha and 
her daughter, Sharon, from Kansas City, 
Missouri, spent her vacation while her 
mother was at home. Willie Williams was at 
home...Gerald Bosak and Bob Luft spent 
their vacation hunting around Seward. Harry 
Hill and Gerald Bosak went hunting and got 
a deer. One of the mighty hunters left his 
gun at home. We'll never tell who, though! 


Controller 


Data Processing Center 


by Evette Juengel 


Jo Ann Templeton and family took her father 
out for supper November | for his birthday. 
Scott’s Pancake House was the place picked for 
their gathering... Fred Oeltjen celebrated a 
rather hectic birthday November 6. One of his 
little ones drifted away before church, conse- 
quently, Fred never made the service. Several 
frantic searchers managed to find him playing 
with a few new-found friends. The afternoon 
slowly passed by and after supper Fred thought 
things were rather peaceful, when all of a 
sudden—crash! Little John endeavored to re- 
model Dad’s birthday cake— making it a strictly 
“upside down affair”... Not too long ago the 
Willets purchased a second car. Larry’s wife, 
Jan, uses it most of the time. Larry chuckled 
as he said, “Jan has run out of gas twice 
already”... November 11, Veteran’s Day, Helen 
Playter visited friends in Sac City, lowa. Fred 
Oeltjen wallpapered his boy’s bedroom. Fred 
had few complaints about his achievement, so 
we feel that all went very well. Some of us 
started Christmas shopping, while others relaxed 
at home... During November, Roger Erhlich 
attended 360 Assembler Language classes at the 
IBM offices here in Lincoln... November 13, 
Larry Willet celebrated his birthday at the 
Esquire Club with his family and Jan’s parents 
_.. Bill Nuttleman was a fortunate fellow for 
he had a chance to see Tijuana Brass 


November 16. ““The music they created,” Bill 
admitted, ‘“‘was really extraordinary and I 
thoroughly enjoyed it”...Imaginative Kay 
Bayless won fourth place in the “Name of the 
Room” contest held at The Black Coach Supper 
Club. Her winning entries were The North 
Gallery and The South Gallery. The prize was 
a full size FM-AM portable radio... Congratu- 
lations are in order to Fred Oeltjen. He was 
recently elected to the position of President 
of the Married Couples’ Fellowship group at 
his church... Ah, Thanksgiving, a time when 
we get together with relatives and good friends 
and feast on elaborate meals. Most of us started 
out watching the many parades, then ended by 
seeing football games and squeezing in the 
meals somewhere here and there. Norma 
Schafer’s relatives from Colorado were here in 
Lincoln for turkey. Zigrida Taurins’ family 
went to her mother’s. Arlene Blum, sister and 
niece went home to York to their parents. 
Billie Renker invited her father and brother’s 
family to dinner. Kay Bayless had her daughter 
and family spend the day with them. Jim Barr 
was in York with his parents. The J. L. Cherry’s 
and the Wayne Stahly’s remained in Lincoln. 
Vince Clayton and family drove to Osmond 
for their get together. Helen Playter drove to 
Oak where her parents live. Roger Ehrlich had 
relatives at his home for turkey dinner. The 
Larry Willets turkeyed at Larry’s parent’s home 
for dinner and Jan’s folks for supper! The Fred 
Ocltjens had his parents and sister over. The 
Nuttleman’s drove to Seward to be with Bill’s 
brother and family. Jo Ann Templeton spent 
Thanksgiving at her sister’s. The Del Vander- 
beeks ate with Del’s brother’s family. Yours 
Truly and family went to my mother’s. All in 
all, most of us returned to work the following 
Friday feeling as though ‘‘we’’ belonged in a 
roasting pan... Jim Barr took two days’ vaca- 
tion the last part of November. Jim said he 
slept most of the time trying to catch up on 
much needed rest and what time was left, he 
filled up on his Mom’s good cooking... 
November 29, Vince Clayton’s wife, Mary Ann, 
celebrated a birthday. 


Disbursement Accounting 
by Doris Ziebenbein 


Seems everyone in the office was busy for 
Thanksgiving. Mila Guenther and family went 
to Beatrice. Marcella and Herman Schmidt to 
Minden, Nebraska. Estelle and Harold Foght 
to Kansas. Diana and Terry Radenslaben to 
Omaha. Ailene Wilkinson in Columbus. Irene 
and Bill Stolz to Grandma’s at Wilber. Spend- 
ing Thanksgiving at home were Kathy Hart- 
man, Esther Jewell, Charlie Lindgren, Bob and 
Kathy Tyler, Don and Sandy Piersol, Kathy 
Sullivan and Warren and Doris Ziegenbein. 
All will agree the food was delicious and will 
begin the dieting ‘after Christmas.” ... Many 
viewed the Nebraska-Oklahoma game on tele- 
vision. Nebraska and Oklahoma meet in 
Nebraskaland next year. “‘Look out Sooners.” 
... Wehad a lot of birthdays this month. Chris 
and Leslie Guenther celebrated their birthdays 
this month. Chris is 6 years old, and Leslie 
is 8 years old. Herman and Marcella Schmidt 
helped Herman’s father celebrate his birthday 
November 23 at Scott’s Pancake House. John 
Backstrom celebrated his birthday November 
15. Bob Tyler celebrated his birthday Novem- 
ber 2 and Dick Spohn and Don Piersol cele- 
brated their birthdays November 26... John 
Backstrom enjoyed another week of vacation 
in November... Warren and Doris Ziegenbein 
enjoyed the Tijuana Brass at the Pershing Audi- 
torium November 16 with friends... Kathy 
Sullivan was maid of honor in the wedding of 
her girl friend, Susie Smith, November 5... 
Kathy Hartman and boy friend went to Omaha 
to see “Doctor Zhivago” at the Cooper and 
dined at Marchio’s Italian Cafe. Kathy also 


What's so interesting? It’s a map showing LT&T’s buried cable projects. Around the semi-circle 
clockwise are O. B. Dill, Harvey Armagost, L. A. Genrich, C. J. Novak (his ear shows) Sterling 
Nelson, W. |. Duer, and Herman Studier. They were gathered at a meeting at Seward. 


enjoyed the Tijuana Brass at the Pershing... 
In my September news I mentioned something 
about Charlie Lindgren having a white elephant 
on his desk. Well Charlie has become such a 
loyal Husker fan that he painted his elephant 
RED. Meaning “GO BIG RED.” 


Plant 


Custodial Department 


by Velma Schaaf 


George King has returned to work following 
surgery... Mary Johnson spent the last week 
of her vacation at home, enjoying her evenings 
watching the many evening programs on her 
new TV and fixing the Thanksgiving turkey 
and all the trimmings for the family get together 
... Phil Garvey’s wife set Phil up in business 
by buying him a few gallons of paint and 
putting him to work on his two weeks of vaca- 
tion at home... The Keith Rutherfords had as 
their house guests over the holiday their 
daughter and family from Marshalltown, Iowa 
... Rose Marie Van Arsdall and family spent 
Thanksgiving with her husband’s parents... 
Bert Baird and family spent Turkey day in 
Omaha...Tom Connors and wife spent Tom’s 
birthday at Dwight. Tom said he did a little 
hunting... The folks in the Custodial Depart- 
ment went out to the Esquire club on November 
11 and enjoyed a wonderful steak dinner. All 
reported a very nice time...Our sympathy to 
Waymon Porter on the death of his brother. 


Supply Department 
by Nancy Buck 


Al Behm was on vacation. Said he went to the 
big cities of Omaha and Grand Island... Larry 
Cuzzupe stayed home on his vacation... Frank 
Hendrix was on vacation during Thanksgiving. 
His daughter and family were home for the 
holiday. Said he did some Christmas shopping 
too... Art Hietbrink spent a week in Indiana 
with his son... Milton Royce went to Iowa 
and Omaha during his vacation...Charlie 
Hansen has bought a house north of Lincoln. 
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They are in the process of moving at this 
writing... Harvey Thober has come back to 
work after a few weeks of illness... Charlie 
Bouse recently took a week of vacation... 
We have three beards down in the Warehouse. 
They are on the faces of Dallas Lee, Richard 
Morrissey and Elliot Brinkman. 


Traffic 


General Traffic 


by Eileen Meyerhoff 


November and December being no excep- 
tions, vacations capture the headlines of news 
from General Traffic. At home in Murdock is 
where Mary Bornemeier vacationed... Dick 
Hobson stayed at home during his recent 
vacation, also...Esther Borchers visited her 
niece in Denver, Colorado in November... 
Opal Thimgan visited with relatives in eastern 
Nebraska... Our weather-perfect Thanksgiving 
holiday was enjoyed by all... fhe Cornhusker 
loss to Oklahoma did not decrease the appetites 
for the savory foods we were served for the 
celebration... Margaret Helget spent the day 
with her parents in Alexandria...Sandy 
McGehee, her husband, Jim (Construction) and 
daughter, Angela, visited her aunt in Fremont 
for the day ...Sandy Hartshorn visited her 
husband’s relatives in Creighton for Thanks- 
giving... Mr. Yong Jae Kim, Korea, has been 
training in the General Traffic area for several 
weeks. On Thanksgiving Day Mr. Kim was a 
guest of Ken Clinefelter and his family. 


Unit | 
by Dona Logan 


Vacationers in this department were more 
or less home bound this month. One expla- 
nation offered was the need to prepare for 
Christmas guests and Christmas shopping. 
Such people were Pat Ottersberg, Nata 
Hershey, Carman Merritt and Dorothy 
Appleman who spent much of their vacation 
getting Christmas gifts ready... Lillian Camp- 
bell, Velda Williams and Hazel Thomason 


Retired folks were guests of the Frank H. Woods Pioneer Association for a Thanksgiving 
luncheon in November. They obviously enjoyed the fine catered meal, served in the eighth floor 
auditorium, but they also had a good time visiting and joking with each other. 


planned a quiet, relaxed vacation while Judy 
Whitney set out to make a batch of apple 
pies...Joan McGlothlin who was_ really 
ambitious, sewed for her family... Even more 
ambitious was Genevieve Clapp who gave her 
house a good cleaning and Hilda Fitzgerald 
who visited her daughter in Plattsmouth and 
helped her move into her new home... Ella 
Hansen and Georgia Smith both remained 
at home while relatives came to visit them... 
Other operators were more travel-minded. 
Helen Krieger visited her sister in Denver... 
Darlene Brooks returned to Juniata, her home 
town, to see her family and friends again... 
Two operators were JIowa-bound on. their 
vacation. Betty Steele paid a visit to her 
family in Harlan...Pat Walker traveled 
throughout Iowa City and Clarinda. Marion 
Knoble enjoyed Thanksgiving dinner with her 
brother in Sioux City...Betty Behm met 
with Dorothy Bowman in Omaha for Thanks- 
giving dinner and later drove to Nebraska 
City...Bonnie Hodtwalker also spent time 
seeing Nebraska City, Peru, and Brownville, 
which are very attractive spots this time of 
year...Carman Merritt spent her vacation 
in Fairbury...Jean Tesar joined her family 
in Okmulgee, Oklahoma for a reunion which 
gave her an excellent opportunity to show off 
her daughter... Edie Barton was faced with 
the chore of studying...Letha Baumgartner 
became Letha Norby and spent time entertain- 
ing her mother and sister. 


Unit I 
by Jeralyn Pittman 


This month my column is shorter and, I hope, 
sweeter than usual. After a short stretch in the 
hospital and several weeks regaining my 
strength, I returned to work and to write. My 
sincere thank you to all those responsible for 
the lovely flowers and the many cards which 
brightened many a dismal day. A special thank 
you to Vera Wasson for a special compliment. 
I hope my column will some day in some way 
measure up to the fine column Vera so faithfully 
and beautifully compiled for Unit II prior to 
her retirement... Esther Schon’s vacation 


promised to be pleasurable but ended in sorrow. 
After spending three days in O’Neill, Nebraska, 
visiting relatives, the Schons returned to 
Lincoln bringing back Esther’s mother who 
planned on a short stay. The stay was shorter 
than anticipated when on the evening of their 
arrival in Lincoln they were notified of the 
death of Esther’s aunt, Mrs. Edith Young. Our 
deepest sympathy to Esther and her family... 
Vera Sweetser spent her vacation in Fairbury, 
Nebraska with her mother Mrs. George 
Sweetser, relaxing and visiting friends... Jerry 
Braasch devoted much of her vacation time 
knitting Christmas gifts, preparing for Thanks- 
giving and guests. Her parents Mr. and Mrs. 
G.E. Onnen from Hutchinson, Minnesota, her 
brother, Tony Onnen from Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, Joyce Paul and Jerry’s immediate 
family were treated to a delicious turkey dinner 
and supper and an enjoyable visit... Vivian 
Kinghorn received a pleasant surprise upon 
her arrival to work on November 15. On her 
desk was a beautifully decorated birthday cake. 
For further details, you’ll have to ask Vivian... 
Minnie Zeller and husband, Ray, spent their 
vacation time and money together. A new color 
television set will not only bring many hours 
of viewing enjoyment to the Zellers, but more 
revenue to the County Assessor’s office next 
year. A new car will furnish the family with 
transportation and the state with a new vehicle 
to tax. The Zellers also entertained guests 
Thanksgiving; Minnie’s sisters and their fami- 
lies, Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Reynolds, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Cecil Perrel of Grand Island and 
Minnie’s brother and his family, Mr. and Mrs. 
Cecil Buechler of Mullen, Nebraska... Velma 
Clinger visited her girl friend, Cheryl Slack, in 
Leavenworth, Kansas during her vacation. The 
girls attended a dance at Kansas University in 
Lawrence, Kansas and visited Kansas City... 
Velma ventured to Scottsbluff for a weekend 


The most unhappy woman in_ the 
world is one with a live secret and 


a dead telephone. 


Telephony 


recently, and visited her aunt and uncle Mr. 
and Mrs. Donald Wood and her grandmother, 
Ellan Clinger. On her drive home she was 
stopped by a man in a uniform, who felt her 
return was too hastened. The adventure con- 
tinued as he arranged a meeting with another 
man who had a gavel in his hand. 


Executive Offices 


by La Vaugn Reddish 


Mr. and Mrs. T. C. Woods, Jr. returned 
recently from a trip that everyone dreams of— 
around the world! Some of the fascinating 
cities on their itinerary were Copenhagen, 
Denmark; Beruit, Lebanon; New Delhi and 
Agra, India; Bangkok, Thailand; Hong Kong; 
and Tokyo, Japan. Have you ever had a 
crocodile swim by your window? That’s what 
happened when the Woodses stayed at the 
Lake Palace Hotel in Udaipur, India... There 
have been some travels back at home too. Mr. 
and Mrs. Merle Hale went to Boulder, Colo- 
rado on the Elks train and saw that thrilling 
Nebraska-Colorado game...The Portsches 
drove down to the game at Lawrence, Kansas 
... The Reddishes also drove to the Kansas 
game... Marieta Songster spent some of her 
vacation in November by staying at home. 
Marieta said that she finished her vacation 
with a clean house... Nina Anderson had 
the big Thanksgiving dinner at her house this 
year and enjoyed having her grandchildren 
there... Phyllis Cummins said they had 19 for 
Thanksgiving dinner and lots and lots of food. 


Retired Club 


by Merlie Markuson & Bertha Sharp 

George Mann spent 10 days in Walla Walla, 
Washington and reports a very scenic trip... 
Della Wilcox is visiting relatives and friends 
in Oklahoma... We are sorry to report Pearl 
Shreve was in Bryan Memorial hospital for a 
few days...Mae Hunt’s sister, Bessie, is in 
St. Elizabeth’s hospital, but expects to be home 
in a few days...Paul Wilkinson is spending 
his spare time hunting. Good luck, Paul... 
Visitors in the L. A. Stacy home were his sister, 
Mrs. Schobert, and son, Lenhart, from Sidney, 
Nebraska and a nephew, David, from Okla- 
homa...Mr. and Mrs. Stacy plan to be in 
Houston, Texas with son Howard for Christmas 
and will visit daughter Laura at Tulsa, Okla- 
homa New Year’s on their return home... 
L. C. Jenkins was the main speaker on safety 
and first aid at the All State Rodeo Telephone 
Company convention at Norfolk. Jenkins also 
received an award for “Safety to Farm People” 
from the Continuation Industrial Safety Con- 
vention in Lincoln... Florence McKie is home 
after several weeks in the hospital and nursing 
home and she wishes to thank all who were so 
kind as to call, send flowers and cards... 
Sixty-five attended the Thanksgiving luncheon. 
Needless to say, all enjoyed the fine food and 
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For Sale, wheel for ‘59 Plymouth; two TV 
sets; cartop carrier, 4 ft. by 6 ft.; two 
vacuum sweepers; power mower. R. E. 
Kennedy, 488-5913. 
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THE MISSING OPERATOR... 


That’s what our “ghost” operator at this information board symbolizes. If she’s not on the job, 
her duties for the day must be made up by extra effort or time by another. It makes no difference 
whether the absence is due to accident, illness, or failing transportation. Like this operator, you 
are needed on the job. Won’t you make a special effort to remain free of accident, in good health 


and at work on schedule? 


TELEPHONE: 
Ney 


A LEADER IN NEBRASKA 
First successful dial exchange 
First mobile telephone service 
First operator toll dialing 
First subscriber toll dialing 
First coast-to-coast toll dialing 
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Our Cover 


@ THE bronze head of Lincoln shown on 
our cover this month is located in front of 
the Lincoln tomb at Springfield, Illinois. 
The photo was taken by Louis C. Williams 
of Nashville, Tenn. 

Reproductions of the famous countenance 
of Abraham Lincoln is our favorite February 
magazine cover subject. Our Company 
bears his name and we are proud of it. 


Holiday Sales Up 


@ SALES during the Christmas _pro- 
motion program in 1966 were 31% greater 
than during the 1965 promotion. An 
annual revenue gain of $8,539.26 was 
achieved during the sales effort. 

Most popular item was residence exten- 
sions, of which 348 were sold. Other 
items sold during the promotion were: 
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Besides these, another 40 residence ex- 
tensions, 30 colored sets, 11 desk Starlites, 
| Ericofon and | variable volume control 
set were re-ordered from previous Christ- 
mas sales and the rental was paid in 
advance. 

One of the factors in the successful 
campaign this past Christmas was the 
fact that the service connection charge 
on residence extensions was waived for 
the sales campaign. An extensive advertis- 
ing program was Carried out in connection 
with the effort. 


Plant Department 
ACCIDENT REPORT 
November 1966 
This Last 
ON THE JOB Year Year 
Lost Time Accidents ...... 9 7 
No Lost Time Accidents .. 59 45 


OFF THE JOB 
Lost Time Accidents ...... 21 jes: 
No Lost Time Accidents .. 5 13 


MOTOR VEHICLE 


KOMMENTS 
SY INL 


By Kenneth Clinefelter 


T IS ALWAYS interesting to note 
how things were in the “‘Good Old 
Days’’—which, incidentally, seem not 
so far away and ancient as they once did. 
On the occasion of his 45th service anni- 
versary, George Albury recalled that when 
the 48th & South office was being planned 
there was considerable objection by one 
of the neighbors. The property owner 
feared that the new building would detract 
from his place and reduce its value. 

However, recalled George, when the 
objector was shown detailed plans he 
soon lost his fears and withdrew his 
protest. 

The handsome telephone building has 
been mistaken for many things by those 
who have occasion: to see it. Few 
realize what it is until told: George says 
that it has been taken for a_ hospital, 
library and apartment building, among 
others. 

Indeed it does blend well into the sur- 
rounding landscape. Ye Editor, before 
becoming associated with LT&T, went 
past the building a number of times and 
never suspected that anything in the 
neighborhood was of a non-residential 
character. 

This goal of constructing telephone 
buildings to harmonize with their sur- 
roundings and then maintaining the 
premises in a neat manner is one which 
has probably won many friends for the 
Company. 

February is a special month because 
it contains the birthdays of two of our 
most famous Presidents, George Washing- 
ton and Abraham Lincoln. Perhaps the 
years have caused great myths to grow 
up around these famous men. But if they 
are myths, they are good ones about 
qualities we all should try to achieve. 

George Washington’s reputation for 
veracity is one which we all could well 
aim for. Honesty really is the best policy 
for an individual or a company. And 
Abraham Lincoln’s legendary interest in 
freedom for all and the preservation of 
the unity of our nation is a goal which 
we will do well to follow today. 

If The News gives more attention to 
the birthday of Lincoln over the years it 
is because the capital city of Nebraska 
and our Company both bear his name. 


Oft-The-Job 
Accidents 


63 off-the-job mishaps 
resulted in 458 lost days 
for LT&T employees during 
the 1966 calendar year 


By JOHN S. REED 


Cause of 
Accident 


No. of Cases 
Days Lost 
*Fatality 


LT&T’s 


HEN SOMEONE has an accident 
and is injured, the most apparent 
thing is that it is painful. This is the first 
indication, unless the injury is so serious 
that shock sets in and the individual at 
first feels no pain. There are other and 
more serious effects than just the pain and 
discomfort. Those are loss of earnings 
while recuperating from the injury, possible 
permanent decrease in earning capacity 
if a disability results, family anxiety, upset 
home routines, and inability to partake 
in recreational and hobby activities. 
The National Safety Council statistics 
for 1964 and 1965 indicate that industrial 
workers in the United States experienced 
the following injuries and deaths as the 
result of accidents. 


1965 
Disabling 
Injuries Deaths 
On-the-job 2,100,000 14,100 
Off-the-job 2,650,000 36,200 
1964 
Disabling 
Injuries Deaths 
On-the-job 2,050,000 14,200 
Off-the-job 2,500,000 34,600 


1965 off-the-job accidents to workers 
classified as motor vehicle accounted for 
22,600 deaths and 800,000 injuries. Public 
non-motor vehicle accidents (including 
drowning, water, air, and railroad trans- 
port, falls, and firearms) resulted in 7,300 
deaths and 900,000 injuries. Home acci- 
dents (fires, burns, falls, poisoning, fire- 
arms, suffocation and electrical shock) 
caused 6,300 deaths and 950,000 injuries. 


RANSFERRING our attention from 
the national scene to our more 1m- 
mediate surroundings, LT&T employees 
experienced 63 off-the-job accidents, one 
of which resulted in a fatality. The total 
number of days lost was 458. 
What were those accidents? The worst 
One was the case Of a garage serviceman 


who tried to pull a gun out of his car while 
hunting. The gun went off and the charge 
struck him in the chest, killing him. 

The other accidents varied from mishaps 
that caused only minor injuries up to those 
that resulted in severe injuries. Falls were 
the most frequent. An operator fell in 
getting out of the bathtub at home and 
sprained her shoulder, losing 9 days time. 
A garage foreman painting his house fell 
off a ladder and suffered pulled muscles 
in his shoulder and back, losing 15 days 
time. A frameman leaving home for work 
slipped on his front porch and _ fell, 
fracturing his hand. He was off 29 days. 
A toll terminal radioman riding a horse 
was thrown off, fracturing his ankle and 
losing 16 days time. A combinationman 
hunting with bow and arrow fell 20 feet 
to the ground from a tree and suffered a 
compressed fracture of his spine, resulting 
in 2 days lost time. 

The next most frequent mishaps were 
automobile accidents. An operator lost 
10 days when she lost control of the car 
she was driving and it hit a tree. She 
suffered multiple lacerations of her fore- 
head. A switchman received a wrenched 
back and a sprained wrist when his car 
was struck by another at an intersection. 
A combinationman driving his car was 
sideswiped by another car attempting to 
pass a third car pulling a trailer. He 
incurred lacerations on his leg, knee, 
shoulder and head, losing 29 days time 
from his work. 


OME projects and strains and sprains 
along with home maintenance were 

the next most common accident causes. An 
equipment repairman had his finger cut in 
his power mower and an operator had her 
leg gashed by a sharp object thrown by 
her mower. Both lost no time from the 
accidents. A switchman was cleaning the 
windows at his home and fell into a 
window well, injuring his foot and losing 
one day from his work. A combination- 
man was installing a dry wall in his 
garage. He was taking a bolt out of a 
track on the overhead door when another 
bolt sheared off releasing a heavy spring 
(continued on page 4) 


1966 Off-the-Job Accidents 


Automobile 
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(continued from page 3) 


that shot back and pinned his hand be- 
tween the track end and a wall stud, 
lacerating it and causing him to lose 10 
days time. An installer-repairman, COE 
was standing on a footstool while placing 
a duct from his furnace to a floor register. 
The stool collapsed, throwing him to the 
floor, twisting his knee in the process. He 
lost 25 days time. 

The accidents occurring in recreational 
activities included a lineman who threw his 
arm out of joint at the shoulder socket 
while swimming, resulting in his losing 
24 days time, a groundman who sprained 
his ankle while playing basketball, causing 
him to lose 7 days, and a driver-lineman 
who hit a bank while water skiing and 
abraded his shoulder with no time lost. 


COMBINATIONMAN suffered 

broken ribs when a water tank ex- 
ploded due to failure of the pressure system 
resulting in his losing 8 days time. A 
service assistant received a severe burn on 
her hand when an extension cord burned 
off in her hand while she was plugging an 
electric heater cord into it and she lost 
3 days. 

The foregoing list of mishaps to LT&T 
employees is not by any means complete, 
but they give a graphic picture of the 
misery they caused to the individuals in- 
volved as well as to members of their 
families. In many cases, the accidents are 
directly the result of inattention to safety. 
For the moment, those people forgot the 
safety attitudes they have learned at work. 

The off-the-job accident toll can be re- 
duced by carrying safety from work into 
the home and other places. Defensive driv- 
ing principles learned on the job can be 
applied in driving one’s personal car. 
Alertness to hazards in off-the-job activities 
should be developed. The impulse to 
employ short-cut methods to get a job 
done should be curbed. Proper tools should 
be obtained and correctly used. By taking 
the time to do the work right at home as 
well as at work, avoiding hurrying to get 
there sooner or taking short cuts to ac- 
complish the task quicker, many home 
accidents can be prevented. 


You've heard of dial-a-prayer serv- 
ice? You dial a telephone number and 
hear a recording by a clergyman. 

Now atheists are getting into the 
act. You dial their number, but no 
one answers. 


More than 800,000 Federal Govern- 
ment employees have signed up this 
vear for the purchase of U.S. Savings 
Bonds through the Payroll Savings 
Plan. 


Death Claims Three Retirees 


@ DEATH CAME to W. H. “Hank” 
Ames, retired from Accounting, on 
Sunday, December 18. He was 90 years 
old. 

Until shortly before his passing Mr. 
Ames was active. He regularly attended 
Retired Club activities in Lincoln. 

His LT&T career 
began in 1913 when 
he was hired as a 
clerk in the depart- 
ment then known as 
the Auditor’s Depart- 
ment. He became a 
bookkeeper in 1917 
and a plant clerk in 
1930. He served as 
custom billing clerk 
from 1931 until his 
retirement in 1942. 

However, this did not end Hank’s 
telephone career. He was one of several 
retired employees who returned to work 
again during the manpower shortage of 
World War II. Mr. Ames returned to work 
in 1943 as a clerk in the Accounting 
department and became advanced clerk in 
1946. Three and a half months later, in 
September of 1946 he retired for a second 
time as the labor shortage began to be 
alleviated. 

Rosary for Mr. Ames was December 20 
at Hodgman Splain Mortuary. Funeral 
services were at 11 a.m. December 21 at 


St. Mary’s church. Burial was at Calvary 
cemetery. 


@ R. H. OJERS, retired Nebraska City 
Area Manager died Sunday, January 1. 
He was 81 years old. 

Mr. Ojers retired in November of 1950 
after a telephone career of more than 
40 years. His service date was October 1, 
1909. During the pre-1920 years he worked 
at various times as lineman, assistant fore- 
man and foreman in the Construction 
department. His stretches of employ- 
ment appeared to have followed the 
seasonal needs of the 
department during his 
early years. 

He became a dis- 
trict foreman and then 
a general foreman 
and in 1922 went to 
Plattsmouth as man- 
ager. He was at 
Hastings as manager 
in 1923 and went to 
Nebraska City as 
manager in 1929, 

Fondly called “‘Doc”’ by his friends and 
fellow employees, Ojers was known over 
the territory and almost universally well- 
liked. He had remained generally active 
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through his retirement and was on hand 
for the Nebraska City cutover to dial 
Operation about 2% years ago. 

Funeral services took place Thursday, 
January 5, at the Peterson Mortuary in 
Nebraska City. Burial was at Crete. 


@ MOLLIE McKNIGHT, retired Table 
Rock telephone employee, passed away 
on Tuesday, December 6 at the age of 82. 
A 20-year employee of the Company, she 
retired March 1, 1949. 

Mollie was hired 
as janitress at Table 
Rock March 1, 1929 
and served her entire 
telephone career in 
this capacity at the 
exchange. She retired 
with exactly 20 years 
of service. 

Mrs. McKnight 
was one of those who 
served at her ap- 
pointed duties without fanfare, but who 
performed a necessary service nonetheless. 

Funeral services were held at 2 p.m. 
Friday, December 9, at the Methodist 
Church in Table Rock. 


Customer Commends 
Mrs. Beverly Dack 


@ MRS. BEVERLY Dack, operator at 
Hastings, has been commended by a 
customer for the assistance she gave in 
making some important telephone calls. 
The customer, Mrs. Leonard Peckman of 
Clay Center, wrote the following letter: 

“T would like to thank and commend the 
telephone employees, especially Operator 
No. |, for their courtesy, sympathy, and 
efficiency during my recent bereavement. 
Their kindness helped make difficult 
matters easier.” 

Mrs. Dack was the operator who 
handled the calls. 


Beverly Dack at the board... 


Their Handwriting Shows 


February Greats Had Drive 


HE BIG three of American “greats” 
whose birthdays fall in February are 
probably as familiar to everyone as soap 
and hot water. What they contributed, 
anecdotes about their lives, even what 
they liked to eat and drink, is old hat. 
But what about the inner man, the real 
self? What did George Washington, 
Abraham Lincoln and Thomas Edison 
have in common? How did they differ? 
What made them tick and why? 

An eminent New York psychiatrist re- 
cently came up with a psychograph of 
each man’s handwriting which sheds some 
interesting light on the subject. 

Washington, according to the ana. 'sis, 
was intensely driven and stimulated b, 
imperfections in himself and in the sur- 
rounding world. But instead of trying to 
overcome them by denial, rationalization 
or intellectualism, he chose realistic action 
and ‘immediate dealing with the object 
world.’’ Lincoln, like Washington, was 
‘stubborn, persistent and fanatically goal- 
conscious,” but both were thoroughly 
sincere and genuine personalities. 

In Edison’s case, his laboratory —now 
a part of the McGraw-Edison network of 
the Thomas A. Edison Laboratories — 
achieved for him the same significance 
that the world of politics and the military 
held for Washington and Lincoln. Like 
them, he ‘‘fought traditional limitations, 
restrictions and conventions without being 
destructive and rebellious himself.” 

Edison developed his unique style of 
writing —a sort of cross between script and 
printing — when he was a telegrapher. One 
of the fastest telegraphers of his day, his 
marvelous speed in receiving was acceler- 
ated by the style of handwriting which he 
originated expressly for taking the fastest 
press reports with the least expenditure of 
energy and time and with the maximum 
legibility. 

‘“‘Edison’s handwriting, ’ says the report, 
‘reveals a personality of unusual genuine- 
ness, spontaneity and originality.” He 
drove relentlessly to penetrate into the core 
of things without being bothered by con- 
ventionality, prejudice, or preconceived 
thought. Spurred on by the continuous 
challenge to make the most of his many 
talents, he found the outer world in its 
physical, mechanical, and biological 


aspects the ideal proving ground for his 
many capabilities. 

Not that he was an ivory-tower scien- 
tist oblivious to all that went on around 
him. Edison was apparently as interested 
in people as he was in his experiments. 
If we would believe the report, he found 
himself eager to meet and know people 
from as many different backgrounds as 
possible, fascinated by their longings and 
fears, and fiercely determined to expect 


their loyalty. When they failed to meet 
his expectations, as was bound to happen, 
he turned his disappointment to incen- 
tive for further striving and research. 

Even at the age of 78, the psychiatrist 
said, Edison’s handwriting indicates that 
he was “able to maintain his intellectual 
resourcefulness, his power for analytical 
observation, his mental adaptivity and 
flexibility as well as his originality of 
thought.” 
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Graduates of the Plant class in Central Office equipment are shown here with their diplomas. 
Left to right are Ralph Connors, General Plant supervisor; Ramon Green, Robert W. Clark, 
John D. Brockmeyer, and Lowell Tuxhorn, all class graduates; Max C. Walker, General Plant 
superintendent; and E. C. Schrank, COE training supervisor. 


Four Graduate from Class 


@ FOUR more men have graduated from 
the Plant class in central office equip- 
ment taught by E. C. Schrank, training 
supervisor. They are Ramon C. Green, 
Robert W. Clark, John D. Brockmeyer, 
and Lowell Tuxhorn. 

The four men were summoned to the 


office of General Plant Superintendent 
Max C. Walker, where they were officially 
presented certificates attesting to their 
successful completion of the training. On 
hand for the ceremony were Ralph 
Connors, General Plant supervisor, and 
Schrank. 


Bauman Wins Two Awards 


NOTHER employee is a _ double 
winner in the Company’s suggestion 
program. He is C. L. Bauman, Hastings 
Construction, who received suggestion 
awards in December for two ideas he 
submitted. Also receiving a suggestion 
award was E. P. Canarsky, whose name 
is becoming firmly associated with sug- 
gestion awards. 

Mr. Bauman’s first suggestion con- 
cerned using solderless lugs on gas 
pressure switch pigtails. He made the 
recommendation because: 

“|. Pigtails are stranded wire and stray 


He who asks a question is a fool for 
five minutes. He who does not remains 


a fool forever. Confucius 


The man who knows how will 
always have a job. The man who 
knows why will always be boss. 


—Anon 


More than 8,550,000 Americans are 
signed up under the Payroll Savings 
Plan for the regular purchase of 
United States Savings Bonds. 


ends could cause service interruptions. 

2. Lugs are placed on pigtails with a 
tool and this would eliminate the use of 
soldering on the pole top.” 

He was awarded $20 for the suggestion. 

Mr. Bauman’s second suggestion con- 
cerned the use, of a double valved air 
chuck to set gas pressure switches. His 
suggestion was accompanied by a detailed 
drawing explaining the proposed use of 
the device. As outlined, it could be used 
to check nitrogen input on pressurized 
cables; to check regulator output; and 
to set gas pressure switches. 

This idea also brought a $20 award. 

Mr. Canarsky’s suggestion concerned 
the use of an NE-2 bulb in series with a 
270K resistor creating a test lamp to 
facilitate locating detection failure. 

Said Mr. Canarsky, “‘A meter does not 
respond to the rapid transition of office 
ground to detection battery and back to 
ground to hold the switch train. The 
NE-2 will glow brightly on detection 
battery and will not glow on office ground, 
thus enabling the user to locate the quanti- 
ty of detector battery present and also 
determine if it has been lost.” 

This suggestion also brought a $20 
award. 
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Savings Bond Quiz 


Question: How can I determine the value 
of my Savings Bonds, many of which 
were purchased at least 20 years ago? 


Answer: Bond tellers at banks and many 
savings and loan organizations will be 
glad to assist you. However, by sending 
15 cents (in cash) to the Superintendent 
of Documents, Government Printing 
Office, Washington, D.C. 20402, you 
can obtain a Table of Redemption 
Values, which will give the current 
value of any Series E Bond you own. 
These tables are issued every six months, 
and the current edition covers the period 
from July through December, 1966. 


Question: How many Savings Bonds are 
still being held by citizens, dating back 
to the start of the Bond Program in 1941? 


Answer: There is no accurate way of 
determining the actual number of such 
Bonds still being held. The dollar 
volume of Series E and H Bonds out- 
standing, however, totals almost 50 
billion dollars. Bonds redeemed during 
the same period totaled in excess of 100 
billion dollars, those funds being used 
to serve the many needs of the Bond 
owners. 


Question: How many Savings Bonds are 
sold each year and what are the most 
popular denominations? 


Answer: In the calendar year 1965, 
100,657,000 individual Bonds were sold. 
Recent figures show that almost 70 per- 
cent of all Savings Bonds sold are in 
the $25-$200 range, those most commonly 
bought by Payroll Savers. 


“Hey, feller...it's unsafe to walk under 
ladders!” 


George Albury Closes Career 


@ GEORGE M. ALBURY, equipment 
foreman at the 48th & South office, ended 
a career of over 45 years of service the 
first of the year as he retired. A native of 
Key West, Florida, George at an early 
age decided he didn’t want to have any- 
thing to do with what were then the state’s 
major industries— 
fishing and cigar mak- 
ing. 

So he headed for 
more northern and 
westerly climates, en- 
tering the telephone 
business with the 
Mountain States 
company at Sheridan, 
Wyoming. He worked 
on construction for a 
time, then went into a switchroom. 

When he heard of an opening with the 


Lincoln company he headed for here and 
started as a third class lineman with the 
Construction department. He was there 
only about a week when he became an 
apprentice switchman and he has been in 
central office work ever since. 

During the 1920’s he progressed through 
the ranks of switchmen to the rating of 
first class switchman. In 1935 he became a 
first class switchboardman. 

When the 48th & South office was put 
in service in March of 1937 he was the 
first office foreman. Later the title was 
changed to equipment foreman. 

Over the years George has seen and 
supervised many changes in the office, 
including two additions to the building. 

His plans for retirement are indefinite, 
but you can bet that George will find 
something to keep him busy in a very short 
time. 


Ifland, McDowell Promoted 


@ THERETIREMENT of George Albury, 
equipment foreman at the 48th & South 
office in Lincoln, has brought promotions 
to two men. Myrel O. Ifland has been 
named equipment foreman, replacing Mr. 
Albury. R. N. McDowell has been named 
assistant equipment foreman, replacing 
Mr. Ifland. 

Mr. Ifland’s first telephone experience 
came over a quarter of a century ago 
when he was employed by Western 
Electric Company in Omaha as an in- 
staller in 1941. He left that job to work 
for Uncle Sam in the Army Signal Corps, 
where he served as a wire chief. Returning 
from military duty he again picked up his 
telephone tools and went back to installer 
work. 

Tiring of the constant travel, he left to 
work as an electrician with the Union 
Pacific in 1950, staying with that company 
a couple of years. But telephone work 
was in his blood and March of 1952 found 
him in the ranks of LT&T as a switchman. 
Two years later he was an installer-repair- 
man, COE and in 1964 he became a toll 
terminalman. He was promoted to as- 


sistant equipment foreman in November 
of 1965. 

Mr. McDowell has a service ‘date of 
March 1952 also. But he first came to 
LT&T in 1947, working as a shopman, 
frameman and switchman. He left the 
company in 1949, returning as a routine- 
man, COE, in November of 1953. He 
became a switchman for the second time 
in 1956 and was promoted to installer- 
repairman, COE in 1962. 

Both men have excellent experience in 
telephone work which will serve them well 
in their new assignments. 


Jack Cherry, Lincoln, gave his family 
quite a shock when he blossomed forth 
with his new Christmas tie—on Decem- 
ber 20th. It seems that Mrs. Cherry had 
noticed that the neckpiece had become 
wrinkled in the shopping crush, so 
carefully ironed it in preparation to 
wrapping it up as a gift from the 
family. 

Apparently she forgot herself. Or 
maybe she was trying to hide it in 
such an obvious place that Jack 
wouldn't discover the gift. Anyway, it 
ended up on the back of his tie rack. 

Jack was looking for something a 
little different in the way of a tie on 
the 20th. He came across the new one 
and since he couldn't remember wear- 
ing it recently figured it was an old 
one that had got shoved back. So he 
put it on, causing no end of consterna- 
tion to the family when he showed up 
at the breakfast table. 


Ryan Assistant 
Vice President 


@ TYLER W. RYAN has been named 
Assistant Vice President by the board of 
directors of LT&T. The action came at 
their December quarterly board meeting. 
Mr. Ryan will continue his present duties 
as General Traffic Superintendent and 
Personnel Director. 

Mr. Ryan has been with LT&T since 
1934, when he took on the responsibilities 
of a salesman in the 
Lincoln Business of- 
fice. Over the ensu- 
ing years he has had 
experience over a wide 
portion of the LT&T 
territory and in a 
variety of assign- 
ments. 

In 1936 he was 
transferred to David 
City as area clerk. 
In 1938 he went to Milford as manager. 
The following year he became assistant 
area manager at Seward. He also served 
aS manager at Humboldt and at Wilber 
prior to joining the Armed Forces in 1944. 

In 1945 he returned to civilian duties, 
going to Beatrice as Southern District 
clerk. The follswing year he became area 
manager at Tecumseh, a position he held 
until 1955 when he returned to Lincoln 
as Commercial engineer. In 1958 he went 
to Hastings as Western District manager, 
returning to Lincoln as General Com- 
mercial supervisor in 1959. He assumed 
his present positions last year. 

Besides his Traffic and Personnel duties, 
since November of 1965 he has been vice 
president of the LT&T subsidiary, TV 
Transmission, Inc. He is also president 
of the Frank H. Woods Telephone Pioneer 
Association and state president of the 
Air Force Association and is active in 
several civic and fraternal organizations. 


He Got a Response 


A London man with nothing better 
to do decided to see what would 
happen if he dialed the letters GOD 
on his telephone. He found out in a 
hurry: a voice answered with ‘May 
I help you?” The man hadn't reached 
a Divine Hot Line. The numbers on 
the telephone dial that correspond 
with the letters GOD are the same 
as those for INF —the London code 
for the information operator. 


NWB magazine 


Towers as they now are... 


HERE will be a new look to micro- 
wave in downtown Lincoln this year. 
It will come about as LT&T replaces the 
two microwave towers atop the General 
Office building with a single structure of 
a modern and completely different design. 

As W. W. “Bud” Eden, building design 
engineer says, “An effort has been made 
to come up with something that will be 
monumental instead of detrimenfal.’’ De- 
signed of materials which will harmonize 
with the telephone building, the new 
tower will conceal or partially conceal 
most of the equipment associated with 
mircowave antennas. 

Base of the tower will be about 25 feet 
Square. Near the top the structure will 
be flared out to 36 feet, so as to accommo- 
date decking to support new type horn 
antennas. Main columns will be of 20-inch 
square steel and there will be four of these. 
The metal will be porcelainized to match 
the color of the stone in the building. 
Screening on the tower and deck gratings 
will be colored to match the louvered top 
of the building. 

The tower will rise approximately 100 
feet above the apparent roof level of the 
building and will be about 229 feet above 
the alley —four feet higher than the nomi- 
nal height of the present tower. 

There will be five deck levels on the 
tower, with screening at each. This will 
be arranged so that half of the screen will 
be above deck level and half below, mak- 
ing a six-foot ‘‘fence’’ at each deck level 
for safety purposes. 

Access to each level will be by a spiral 
staircase, protected by a handrail, making 
it possible for LT&T men to reach the 
equipment, instead of calling in tower 
specialists for adjustments and _ repairs. 

The big horn antennas which will be 
mounted atop the tower weigh a ton. 
Eventually the tower may have a great 


Two structures to be replaced 


New Microwave Tower 


for 15th 


many antennas on it, so close attention 
was given to properly supporting the 
weight. 

Consequently the weight of the tower 
will be distributed over six of the building 
columns, instead of four. This will involve 
tearing out a portion of the roof area of the 
building and re-building it. A supporting 
structure of bolted and welded steel will 
be prepared. 

Because of the location of the new 
tower, at the alley side of the building, 
one of the present dish microwave re- 
flectors will have to be moved during the 
construction work. 

After the new tower is completed, it 
will carry all of our microwave antennas 
in downtown Lincoln and the other two 
towers will be dismantled. 

Besides being able to accommodate a 
larger number of antennas, the new tower 
will do a neater job of containing the 


and ‘Mi’ 


equipment. All gear will be within the 
tower itself, presenting a cleaner and more 
attractive appearance to the community. 

Because of the great stress which would 
be put on the structure by wind, it was 
impossible to enclose it entirely. But the 
screening of the five levels (with open 
spaces between) will conceal most of the 
clutter of equipment. 

Another result of the tower project will 
be the doubling of equipment room space 
on the 9th floor level. 

Cost of the project will be over $300,000 
for the tower and equipment. Plans were 
sent to contractors in December, bids were 
to be returned in January and a com- 
pletion date of mid summer is expected. 

The new tower will be a unique and 
harmonious solution to the diverse and 
sometimes conflicting needs to provide 
adequate telephone equipment and _ yet 
present a pleasing structure to public view. 
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Artist’s conception of new microwave tower... 
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@ THE 45TH anniversary of his employment was observed by 
George M. Albury on December 12, as he was the guest of 
honor at an official luncheon. George actually reached the four 
and a half decade mark on the 10th. 

The anniversary came only three weeks before George’s 
retirement the first of the year. 

George was presented the handsome 45-year service emblem, 
which is studded with a nice diamond. Company Vice Presi- 
dent M. M. Hale, serving as master of ceremonies at the 
gathering, said ““We are gathered again, as we were 5 years 
ago, honoring one of our very faithful employees.’ Hale referred 
to the 40-year service anniversary of Albury, also observed 
by a luncheon. 

George has served his entire 45 years in Lincoln. He started 
in the Construction department at the rate of $75 per month. 
Thirty years ago as of March | he went to the then new 48th & 
South office and he has remained there ever since. 

Early records show that Albury’s talents were recognized. 
His service cards bear such comments as, “very good man, 
deserving of encouragement;” ‘“‘very good worker, thoughtful, 
doing good work;”’ and “hard worker and good mechanic.” 

Commented Albury, “I’ve been very happy working for the 
Company. I’ve had a lot of pleasant years—of course I’ve 
had my bad days, too,’ he added. He recalled that March 1, 
1937 marked the cutover of the 48th and South office, which 
replaced the College View manual office. 

At that time the new facility had 1,400 lines. Today it has 
13,800 lines and 17,700 terminals and in the 30 years it has 
undergone two additions to the original building. 

Present at the luncheon honoring Albury were Company 
officials and several close friends and co-workers. 


Albury Notes 45th 
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George Albury accepts his emblem from Mr. Hale. 


@ LT&T operators completed over 27,000 
calls for our customers over the Christmas 
weekend, according to figures compiled 
by the Traffic department. A total of over 
42,000 operator-handled calls were offered 
and in addition, 18,161 DDD calls were 


27,000 Calls 
Over Holiday 


However the most calls were offered on 
December. 25. 

Although complete figures were not 
available, where comparisons could be 
made the Christmas 1966 traffic load was 
usually heavier than the previous year. 


completed. 

This year there may have been more 
than the usual inclination by our custom- 
ers to spread their calling out. Because 
Christmas fell on a Sunday, the holiday 
was actually observed on a Monday, so 
far as business establishments are con- 


One of the many LT&T operators on duty on Christmas day was 
Catherine Banker, shown here at work in Traffic Unit I. 


cerned. This allowed subscribers an extra 
day on which to make long distance calls 
to relatives and friends. 

Of the operator-handled calls, the 
heaviest number of completed calls were 
made on December 24 with the next 
greatest number on December 26. 


At Beatrice the completed calls on the 
25th were 1201 in 1965 and 1265 in 1966. 
At Hastings the Christmas Day completed 
calls totaled 2,183 in 1965 and 2,286 in 
1966. In Lincoln they were 10,181 in 1965 
and 10,446 in 1966. At Nebraska City 
they were, 1,347 in 1965 and 1,980 in 1966. 


Information operators in LT&T were busy on the Christmas week- 
end. Shown here is Marguerite Hightower in Unit II. 


Here’s another collection of pic- 
tures taken from our ancient scrap- 
book. These folks all have last 
names in the segment of the alphabet 
from “S” through “Z’ and the 
pictures are at least 15 years old—in 
some cases considerably older. 

. We have thrown a few easy pictures 
in for you, but you may have some 
difficulty recognizing others. All are 
active or recently retired employees. 


See how many you can identify with- 
out looking at the answers. 


(Identities on page 18) 
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LT&T Observes Christmas Holiday 


Here are two of the many youngsters who 
attended the children’s Christmas party at 
Hastings. They were shown as they were 
leaving, loaded down with treats and gifts 
after a visit with Santa Claus. 


This jovial tot was one of the crowd of 
enthusiastic kids who attended the children’s 
Christmas party in Lincoln, held at the Ne- 
braska theater. If the child seems enthusiastic, 
it is probably because she has spotted Santa. 


At Crete Donna Crecelius and Loretta Mclinay presided over the 
Christmas treat table. Here they are preparing to serve Henry Meier 
with some of the delectible foods. 


T&T OFFICIALLY observed the Yule- 
tide season with a Christmas Ob- 
servance Day on December 23, 1966. 
Throughout the Company free coffee, 
cookies, nuts and other treats were 
provided for employees at break places. 
Employees working away from offices 
were brought back to dispatching points 
early so as to have an opportunity to share 
in the treats. 

The Yuletide sweets were provided over 
a 24-hour period in order to make them 
available to all workers. 

The Christmas Observance Day marks 
a departure from the long-time practice 
of having Christmas parties for adults 
throughout the territory. It was felt that 
more employees could participate in 
seasonal observances if a different type 
were arranged, hence the 24-hour provid- 
ing of treats. 

Unaffected were the Children’s Christ- 
mas Parties held throughout the territory. 
Each area made arrangements for such an 
event. Biggest gathering of youngsters 
was in Lincoln, where the Nebraska 
Theater was engaged for a Saturday 
morning event. 

A group of cartoons was _ shown, 
youngsters were invited to sing carols, 
and a group of costumed clowns, elves etc. 
performed. Santa Claus made an appear- 
ance, walking down the aisles rather than 
riding his sleigh. Each child received a 
bag of treats. 

Territory Christmas parties for children 
also featured treats. 

Retired employees were invited to share 
in the observances and in many instances 
they did put in an appearance during the 
day, visiting with former associates and 
nibbling on cookies and candies. 


word from him. 


This little girl found the Hastings children’s 
Christmas party coincided with nap time. 
But she didn’t want to miss a thing anyway 
and sat out part of the event carefully cradled 
in her mother’s arms. 


‘ “ - = 
At Seward the Company photographer 
caught LaVerne Welch and _ Catherine 
Wehenkel as they were setting up the goodies 
table for the Christmas Observance Day. 
They soon had laid out an impressive spread 
of eatibles. 


Lincoln youngsters converged. But he was flanked by helpers and 
survived the rush of children seeking a sack of treats and a good 
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Taking part in the Christmas observance at Tecumseh were these Refreshing themselves with Yule treats at Tecumseh on Dec. 23rd Here are some of the Beatrice folks enjoying their Christmas The operators at Beatrice got together for a chat on Christmas 
cable splicing crews headed by McKenzie and Durr and being were Jack Ruble, A. C. Andres, L. D. Keedy, Bob Livingston, D. A. observance in the employees lounge. Individual tables were set in observance day, enjoying the cookies, nuts, candies and free coffee 
Hester, and Will Waltke. Their table was set up in the switchroom. Christmas trimmings and they even had a Christmas tree. that was provided for employees of the Company. 


encouraged in their nibbling by Area Manager Ted Husing. 
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There was a crowd of youngsters at the Beatrice children’s At Hastings Ron Overman is shown pouring punch for Marie 
Christmas party held in the telephone building. Presiding over affairs Pearson at a table attractively arranged with decorations and treats. 
The folks had their choice of beverages as well as cookies. 


The feminine side had their treats too during Christmas observance Here’s a group of the York folks, gathered together for a Christmas 
day at Tecumseh. Here are a couple of them, Laveda Bohling and observance day snack in the multi-purpose room. The table was : ‘ : 
loaded with candies, nuts, cookies and featured a coffee urn. was the fellow in the red suit and white beard. 


Alice Siske, backed up by V. P. Spears and W. W. Harrington. 


Howard Lahr seems to enjoy serving the ladies at Christmas Children at the Hastings Christmas party got to see a movie as 
observance day in Hastings. Enjoying the sight is H. W. Tubbs, well as to visit with Santa. Here is part of the contingent of young fry. 


Here’s a group of the children who had a Christmas party at York. 


At Fairbury among those participating in the goodies were 
Mandane Reid, Ron Francis, Velda Wagner, and Mike Danaher. The Enthusiastic about the prospect of all of those goodies, the kids 
table was so loaded with goodies that they had to put the coffee could hardly hold still to have their picture taken. at the left. 
eisewhere. 
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In Lincoln 


Holiday Photos Taken 


J. H. Mankamyer’ H. E. Butler 
Wahoo Lincoln 
40 Years 20 Years 


SURE: Soe gL then oh. 


Christmas tables of goodies were set up at several locations in 
Lincoln. Here’s a view of one of them, in the lunch room of the 15th 
and M building, where a group of some of our Lincoln lovlies are 
shown. 


observance day. Here are a few of the folks who served themselves 
with free coffee and other Yuletide treats. 


ae 
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43 YEARS Edith A. Seward, Hastings 
40 YEARS J. H. Mankamyer, Wahoo 
39 YEARS A. Marie Pearson, Hastings 


38 YEARS Kathryn M. Portsche, R. T. 
Ross, Lincoln 


37 YEARS J. S. Reed, Lincoln 


33 YEARS Mary M. Bornemeier, E. Pearl 
Barnhouse, Lincoln 


29 YEARS Cecile M. Morehead, Lincoln 
27 YEARS Laverne K. Braun, Lincoln 
23 YEARS Belle C. Howery, Lincoln 


22 YEARS Henrietta L. Menninga, Beatrice: 
A. D. Miller, Lincoln 


21 YEARS Helen M. Krieger, Lincoln 


Data Processing boys enjoyed themselves on the Christmas 
observance day. Left to right are Jack Cherry, Roger Ehrlich, Jack 
Stahly, and Vince Clayton, coming in for a refill. 


The chiefs got together during Christmas observance day in 
Lincoln. Left to right are Meiba Richards, Georgia Smith, Edna 
Beach and Myra Metcalf, who gathered in the operators lounge. 


i 


Here’s a group of the performers at the Lincoin children’s party. 
They are the folks who made the event a success, helping pass out 
treats and entertaining the small fry with their antics. 


Here’s a view of the crowd of youngsters who attended the Lincoln 
children’s Christmas party at the Nebraska theater. They saw 
cartoons, sang songs, and had a visit from the gentleman in the 
red suit. 


M. M. Svoboda 
Seward 
15 Years 


Adele L. Ganzel 
Nebr. City 
15 Years 
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C. H. Eitzmann 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


C. A. Bender 
Lincoln 
15 Years 


JANUARY 


20 YEARS H.E. Butler, C. H. Eitzmann, 
Lincoln 


19 YEARS M. J. Danaher, Fairbury 


18 YEARS D. E. Webb, Hastings; W. F. 
Hendrix, R. W. Lane, Jr., L. L. Rezny, Lincoln 


16 YEARS Irma R. Arnold, Myrtle C. 
Janssen, Beatrice; J. J. Caldwell, J. W. Cruick- 
shank, Lincoln; Arlene E. Reetz, Seward 


15 YEARS C. A. Bender, Betty M. Biggs, 
O. D. Spencer, Lincoln; Adele L. Ganzel, 


Nebraska City; M. M. Svoboda, Seward 


14 YEARS Sophia P. Witcofski, Beatrice; 
Norma J. Somerheiser, Lincoln: Mable J. 
Reetz, York 


13 YEARS Darlene W. Ritter, Lincoin 


D. L. Cole 


P. D. Flowers 
Lincoln Lincoln 
10 Years 10 Years 
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O. D. Spencer 
Lincoln 
15 Years 


Betty M. Biggs 
Lincoln 
15 Years 


Service Anniversaries 


11 YEARS Iva M. Bornemeier, 
Clymer, Lincoln 


10 YEARS D.L. Cole, P. D. Flowers, R. L. 
Harris, Anita M. Sherrets, Lincoln 


9 YEARS J. A. Jacobsen, K. G. Rising, 
R. L. Wilbur, Lincoln 


8 YEARS Hazel L. Tuton, Lincoln 


W. ..L 


7 YEARS M. L. Churchill, J. F. Oeltjen, 
P. P. Sprouse, Jr., Lincoln 
6 YEARS Carol M. Wall, Thelma D. 


Wilson, Hastings; Florence B. Bykerk, Lela 
L. Hauptman, H. H. Thober, Lincoln 


5 YEARS J. L. Bostic, Hastings; Jimmie L. 
Holloway, Lincoln; L. E. Wentink, Nebraska 
City 


R. L. Harris Anita M. Sherrets 
Lincoln Lincoln 
10 Years 10 Years 


New Cnyployees 


Accounting 


“Susan C. Jenkins.... Machine Operator... 12-5 
Annette M. Wunderlich. Machine Operator... 12-27 


Commercial 
Dianne C. Prall....... Clerk, Beatrice...... 12-7 
Engineering 
D.. F: Hancock ic. es o's Engineering Assistant. 12-5 
Plant 
M. R. Albers ......... Gar. Serviceman, 
Pole. SUDDIW cca « 12-23 
H. L. Carmouche ..... Janitor, Area Plant.. 12-20 
S. H. Foster.......... Janitor, Geneva..... 12-28 
R. C. Johnson, Jr. ....Janitor, P.T., Supply. 12-10 
R. R. Johnson, Jr. .... Toil Terminal Radioman, 
Beatrice .......;. 12-5 
I RBPNGS.2.5 5.25 ooo Janitor, Area Plant. . 12-27 
*"W. A. West......... Janitor, Area Plant..11-29 
Traffic 
Beverly M. Baker..... Operator, Lincoln ...12-12 


Rhonda L. Hibbert....Opr., P.T., Lincoln...12-20 
Diane K. Portsche ....Opr., P.T., Lincoln... 12-20 


Sandra R. Propp...... Opr.,. P.T., Lincoln: ... 12-21 
Kathleen A. 

Rademacher ....... Opr., Pi... Lincoln... 12-21 
Roxanne M. Turner... Opr., P.T., Lincoln... 12-20 
Lanora L. Winget..... Opr., P.T;. Lincoln:....12-21 


*“Re-employed 


een Metals 


Tom Connors, Lincoln Custodial, and wife 
are the proud parents of a baby boy. They 
have named him Troy Douglas. 

Mr. and Mrs. N. D. Brauch, Fairbury, are 
the parents of a baby boy born December 13. 
His name is Terry Daniel. 


Happiness i 


Karen Brown of Lincoln Traffic Unit I and 
Lt/Cpt Michel Clark exchanged vows on 
December 20 at St. James Methodist Church 
in Lincoln. 


It was an expensive Christmas for 
Edna Beach, Lincoln. She did up a 
number of Yule packages, liberally 
sprinkling them with seals and attach- 
ing pretty ribbons and bows. After 
quite a pile of them had been bundled 
up and sent off she discovered that she 
had been using the 1966 Christmas 5¢ 
stamp for seals—to the tune of several 
dollars worth. 


Brave soul Juanita Schleif carried her 
Christmas tree home on the bus. She 
had the greenery cradled in her arms 
and was greatly embarrassed when a 
gentleman came up, took a peek and 
said, “What a handsome baby.” 


Title Changes 
Promotions, 
Transfers, 


G. J. Salber 
Serv. Eng. 


Accounting 


Catherine A. Banker, operator, Lincoln to 
machine operator 

Pamela S. Mewes, General Service to Reve- 
nue Accounting 

Mary E. Renaud, operator, Lincoln to 
machine operator 


Commercial 

Judith M. Boisen, operator, Lincoln to service 
representative 

R. D. Hoffman, combinationman, Area 
Plant to commercial representative 

Janice M. Jackson, operator, Lincoln to 
service representative 

G. J. Salber, commercial representative to 
service engineer 


Patsy E. Sherman, service representative to 
junior supervisor 


Plant 

L. L. Chubb, lineman, David City to combi- 
nationman, Plattsmouth 

G.L. Filbert, garage serviceman, Supply to 
frameman, Area Plant 

R. W. Finke, lineman to combinationman, 
Hebron 

R. A. Francis, combinationman to switch- 
man, Hebron 

J, 05. Friede, groundman to splicer’s helper, 
Nebraska City 

M. O. Ifland, assistant equipment foreman 
to equipment foreman 
_ J. D. Litzenberg, garage foreman to car 
inspector 

G. G. Lohse, groundman to lineman, Beatrice 

C. A. Porterville, groundman, Construction 
to garage serviceman, Supply 

J. A. Rhodes, Nebraska City to Ashland 

T. A. Ridolfi, groundman, General Plant 
to garage serviceman, Supply 

L. J. Schmit, lineman, Hebron to combi- 
nationman, Fairbury 

D. A. Segoviano, groundman to splicer’s 
helper, Lincoln 

R. L. Smith, splicer, Construction to combi- 
nationman, Area Plant 
i M. P. Stilwell, frameman to switchman, Area 

ant 


Traffie 


Janice M. Herms, operator to S. A., Seward 
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Working Too Hard? 


Think you're working too hard? 

You're really not working at all, 
and here’s the “‘proof.”’ 

There are 365 days in a year. 

Take away 122 (You sleep 8 hours 
each day.) That leaves 243 days. 

Take away another 122 (you have 
8 hours off each day.) That leaves 
121 days. 

Take away another 104 (You don't 
work Saturdays or Sundays.) That 
leaves 17. 

Take away another 10 days (Your 
two weeks’ vacation.) That leaves 7 
days. 

But you have 7 holidays a year. 
Take them away and that leaves 0 
days worked. 

There is (obviously) a fallacy in 
this bit of mathematics. See if you 
can discover it. 


Punch-card Detective 


In Los Angeles, a man walked into 
a Pacific Tel business office, stepped 
up to the cashier and handed her a 
note saying he had a gun in his belt 
and that he wanted money. The cashier 
obliged —$76 worth—and the robber 
departed. The threatening note he 
handed the cashier, however, was 
printed ona telephone bill from which 
the billed person’s name and address 
had been carefully torn away. That 
didn't prove much of a problem, how- 
ever. The Accounting Department ran 
the bill—a punch card—through its 
computers, which obligingly printed 
out the missing name and address. 
The man was arrested and later iden- 
tified by the cashier as the holdup 
man, betrayed by the holes in his 
telephone bill. _NWB magazine 


No Problem Now 


A California couple has solved the 
problem of getting their teenage 
daughter out of bed in the morning. 
Pounding on her bedroom door did no 
good, nor did threats of dire conse- 
quences if she were late for school. 
So the couple had a Teen Line in- 
stalled for the girl—something shed 
been wanting anyway. Now her parents 
call her from their phone downstairs 
every morning. The girl doesn't dare 
ignore it—it might be one of her 


friends calling. NWB magazine 


Life is like a mirror—if you frown 
atit, it frowns back; if you smile, it 
returns the greeting. 


The Areas 


Auburn Area 


by Dorothy Biggerstaff 


George Eggleston is driving a’ 1965 RED 
Chevrolet. It’s red inside and out...Emma 
Lee DeJonge of the Humboldt office was a 
visitor in our office on December 22... Fenton 
and Donna Kipling accompanied by daughter 
Linda and family spent Christmas Day with 
Donna’s mother at Falls City... Mr. and Mrs. 
George Eggleston spent Christmas in Kansas 
City with their daughter and family... Erman 
Wheatcraft’s daughter Diane was home for 
Christmas. Other guests were Bud’s brother and 
family from Jansen... Fenton Kipling and 
hunting companions with the aid of walkie- 
talkies and airplane bagged thirteen coyotes. 


They were hunting in the Tecumseh-Cook area. 


Beatrice Area 


by Irma Arnold 


Christmas and family get-togethers!...On 
December 18 Sophia Witcofski and family 
entertained in their home at a pre-Christmas 
dinner and gift exchange. They had as guests 
relatives from Oklahoma, Oberlin, Kansas, 
Gretna, Waverly, Lincoln, Wymore and Beatrice. 
Christmas Day they were guests of Mr. 
Witcofski’s relatives ... Winnie Springer traveled 
to Joliet, Illinois, the weekend before Christmas 
to spend a few days with her folks. Winnie 
and husband entertained guests from Lincoln 
and Omaha during Christmas weekend...On 
Christmas Day Myrtle and George Janssen 
enjoyed having their two sons, both of Lincoln, 
and their families for a Christmas supper and 
the opening of gifts. Six grandchildren always 
make this a gala affair. Myrtle is a grandmother 
who begins in January to make it so for hers. 
On December 26 Myrtle and husband were in 
Jansen as guests of Mr. Janssen’s mother and 
other relatives... Betty Benda and husband 
were happy to have Betty’s mother and a niece, 
Pam, as guests of the holiday season. They 
were all guests of the Benda’s daughter and 
her family on Christmas Day... Mary Goracke 
and family were in Steinauer on Christmas Day 
as guests of Mary’s relatives. It was a special 
day for Mary, because three sisters, all living 
in different places, and their families, could also 
be there. This being the first time in many 
years the four sisters could be together on 
Christmas Day... Miss Watson entertained all 
the ladies of the Traffic, Commercial and Plant 
Departments at a Christmas lunch on Decem- 
ber 10 in her lovely home. A_ sparkling 
Christmas tree gave the occasion the festive 
setting, the gift exchange was enjoyed by all, 
the lunch was super-delicious and the atmosphere 
was warm and friendly. What else could you 
want at a Christmas gathering?... There were 
65 in attendance at the Children’s Christmas 
Party which was held the afternoon of December 
17 in the recreation room of the telephone 
building. A couple of films were shown, then 
Santa Claus made his appearance and each 
child was given a sack of candy. Pictures 
were taken and refreshments of ice cream and 
and cookies were served... If anyone in Traffic 
has a pair of ladies’ shoes, size 7% (or 8 would 


AROUND 


THE CIRCUIT 


W. M. Sherman does not customarily keep 
a TV set on his desk. This one ended up there 


because he won it in an advertising headline 
writing contest. 


do), not in use, will you please bring them and 
leave them in Katie Traeger’s locker, in case 
she comes to work in her snow boots and 
forgets to bring her shoes? It happened! Mable 
Wieting, feeling the Christmas spirit, gave her 
a pair to wear—but suppose next time Mable 
wanted to wear them—and knowing Mable— 
well, I just don’t like to think of an S.A. in 
stocking feet on the job. - 


David City 


by Lineah Jonson 


Larry Chubb, of David City Construction, 
has transferred to Plattsmouth to be a com- 
binationman in that Area... Harvey Armagost 
says that Larry is a great loss to our bowling 
team, as Larry was one of the better bowlers on 
the team. In fact, Harvey thinks the rest of the 
team will really have to do their stuff to main- 
tain their position in the league...Gus War- 
holoski, of the Plant Department, told us of an 
incident that took place the other day while 
he was working here in town. A small child 
watched the work quite a while and _ then 
stepped up to Gus and asked if he (Gus) could 
tie his own shoes. When Gus replied ‘tyes,’ 
the boy pointed to the hood of his jacket and 
asked Gus to tie the knot on it because his ears 
were getting cold. At least the boy wasn't 
taking chances on making that request to a 
fellow who couldn't tie his own shoes. 
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Fairbury Area 


by Lois Godfrey 


We welcome R. A. Francis and Lyle Schmit 
who transferred here from Hebron; Ron as a 
switchman and Lyle as a combinationman... 
Joe Schuller and Pete Petersen from Beatrice, 
Ray Bruning from Superior and Dale Bollman 
from Seward have been helping install tele- 
phones and CATV in Fairbury... Velda 
Wagner attended a bowling tournament in 
Salina, Kansas. Her husband bowled... The 
Telephone Company employees and their wives 
and husbands enjoyed a Christmas Party and 
dinner at the Jansen Hotel. 


Hastings Traffic 


by Celeste Bunde 


Mrs. Seward, Mrs. Burch, Mrs. Rothfuss 
and Mrs. Kershner spent their vacations relax- 
ing at home...Audrey McKeown flew to 
Illinois on her vacation and spent it with her 
sister and her family...All the women em- 
ployees of the Hastings office had a “carry in” 
Christmas dinner December 12, 1966. Mrs. 
Dorothy Oliver and Mrs. Darlene Hauff were 
in charge of food and Mrs. Marilyn Skarin and 
Miss Bea Rohrer were in charge of games. 
Special thanks should be given to Mrs. Oliver, 
who put in a full day’s work on the dinner 
and all the things we needed to make it a 
success for all the girls. 


Hebron Exchange 
by Fern Pool 


Ernie Wellman, retired, and wife spent 
Christmas in Concordia, Kansas, with Mrs. 
Wellman’s mother... Ronald Francis started 
working in the Fairbury office as switchman 
December 12. Lyle Schmit started working in 
the Fairbury area as combinationman Decem- 
ber 12. The Hebron employees wish Ronald 
and Lyle good luck on their new jobs... 
A. Rex Montgomery was elected by the Hebron 
Chamber of Commerce to serve on the board 
of directors for the next two years. 


Controller 
Data Processing Center 


by Evette Juengel 


December 9, Evette and Ray Juengel attended 
the Frontier Airline Party held at the 
Legionnaire Club...The Accounting Depart- 
ment held its first Christmas Party on Decem- 
ber 10 at the Esquire Club. It was a big success 
and the attendance was very good. Some who 
were seen there were Vince and Mary Ann 
Clayton, Roger and Norene Erhlich, Ray and 
Evette Juengel, Bill and Marlene Nuttleman, 
Fred and Jackie Oeltjen, Del and Pat Vander- 
beek and Larry and Jan Willet. We all hope 
that it will become an annual event!... 
December 12 found Larry Willet shopping at 
the Crossroads in Omaha while his wife, Jan, 
attended her Company Christmas Party at The 
New Tower...Mr. Kim, an official from the 
Korean Telephone Company, visited our office 


the early part of December...We had a few 
individuals in our office who were home a day 
or two. Seems they were bitten by that ole ’flu 
bug. All are well now, and we feel quite for- 
tunate that the majority of us remained healthy 
... There always seems to be a few people who 
manage to save some of their vacation until 
the holidays roll around. Then they have to 
squeeze in those last few days. But its nice— 
because it gives them a few extra hours to 
get their shopping, baking, etc....done. Bill 
Nuttleman is such a person. Bill and his wife, 
Marlene, spent two days Christmas shopping — 
battling and jostling with the crowds... 
December 17 was the LT&T Company Chil- 
dren’s Christmas Party. This year it was held 


Spools and scraps of wire, buckets and 
boxes, and assorted tags will all disappear 
prior to the Tecumseh cutover to DDD this 
month. 
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Another view of the crammed Tecumseh 
switchroom as AE and LT&T men worked to 
prepare the exchange for a cutover to DDD. 


at the Nebraska Theatre. We certainly hope the 
children enjoyed Santa’s Helpers, cartoons, 
Santa Claus, and the treats. The little ones 
from our office attending were Elizabeth and 
Brenda Cherry, Scott Juengel, John and Tanya 
Oeltjen, David Stahly, Agris Taurins, and 
Tracy Willet...First in our office to start 
growing a “tuft” was Roger Erhlich. There will 
be many more joining this bearded movement 
for the Nebraska Centennial... What a beauti- 
ful day December 17 was! Yours Truly and 
husband, Ray, were just wishing for one more 
nice day—you see, we still had to put our 
storm windows on. Nothing slow about us!... 
With everyone bringing various tidbits, the 
week before Christmas was indeed an “eating 
event.” We almost all felt or looked like either 
cheek-pouched hamsters or large kangaroos. 


_- You know what kangaroos look like? Small 


heads, large middles!! It’s too bad we didn’t 
have their tails. We could have used them to 
Support our excess weight. For some of us 
weight watchers, it became national dieter’s 
disaster week. But it’s all behind us now, and 
calorie counting days are here again. Bill 
Nuttleman summed it up very nicely when he 
said, “I’m all cookied out!”’...Of course the 
big news for us all was Christmas. Although it 
Is very commercialized, come Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day, most of us were in church 
with our families and friends. Fred Oeltjen’s 
parents were here in Lincoln visiting. Bill 
Nuttleman and family drove to Seward Christ- 
mas Eve, and for Christmas Day, had Marlene’s 
parents over. Helen Playter cooked a nice 
Christmas dinner for her parents. Vince 
Clayton’s mother, sister and brother were here. 
Billie Renker and her family found it necessary 
to stay pretty close to home for little Kevin had 
chicken pox. Jo Ann Templeton had a gather- 
ing of twenty at her parent’s home. Del and 
Pat Vanderbeek entertained Pat’s parents. Janie 
Schafer spent Christmas with her family at 
home. Arlene Blum and sister had relatives 
over the Christmas weekend... Wayne Stahly 
took some vacation the last week in December. 
Wayne planned on doing a bit of painting. 


Puzzle: find Jack Ruble. He’s neatly en- 
sconced amongst a tangle of equipment in the 
Tecumseh building as the time for cutover 
neared. 
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Roger Erhlich, also, took the last week to 
vacation. He didn’t tell us his plans, but no 
doubt he will try giving his beard a chance to 
enhance itself. Jim Barr had one week of vaca- 
tion left and he went home to York. Kay 
Bayless had a couple of days left, also. She and 
her husband headed toward New Orleans for 
the Sugar Bowl Game. 


Plant 


Custodial Department 


by Velma Schaaf 


Alta Akers and Jack Cox were our tag-end 
vacationers for 1966...Keith Rutherford and 
wife had their daughter and family from 
Marshalltown, Iowa, as their holiday guests... 
Marie Rowell spent December 23 at Falls City 
with her father...Rena Hoffman visited her 
mother at North Loup one week of her vaca- 
tion... Everyone reported a lovely Christmas 
even if the snow was delayed a couple of days 
... Yours Truly had taken our grandson, 
Ricky, age 8, to the Company Children’s party. 
After Santa had put in his appearance and 
left, Ricky commented, “Grandma, that wasn’t 
the real Santa Claus. The real one wears a 
black belt and this one was red.” 


Traffic 


Unit | 


by Dona Logan 


Since the holiday is so demanding and re- 
quires nearly all the working force, December 
vacationers are rare. Those lucky enough to 
merit a vacation spent considerable time 
Christmas shopping like Elaine Hawkins, 
Darlene Ritter and Kenny Perry...One less 
fortunate operator was Magdylen Blazek who 
was faced with the task of packing and making 
preparation to move... Miriam Carter returned 
to Greenwood, her home town... Jeanette 
Winslow was more travel minded and visited 
relatives in McCook, Sidney and Scottsbluff... 
Marion Lane and Rexine Bretta shared a 
humorous experience one night after work. 
Marion was having trouble starting her car. 
The engine turned over once and then died. 
After several attempts she met with the same 
result. After a short consultation the two 
concluded it was a low battery and Rexine 
offered to give Marion a push. This, too, was 
unsuccessful. To add to the problem Marion 
hit a dip and the cars securely locked bumpers. 
So securely, they were forced to jack up 
Rexine’s car and vigorously jump on Marion’s 
bumper to separate the cars. It was then Rexine 
asked if there was any gas in the tank. As it 


Scrapbook Identities 


. Elvin Wait 

. Gene Schrank 
Boyd Wedgwood 
. Georgia Smith 
Ray Zimmerman 
. Marie Vidlock 

. Bedric Wanek 

. Ken Versaw 

. Bob Stall 

10. Max Walker 
11. Pep Saunders 


SAN DAM AWN ™ 


turned out Marion’s husband had driven to 
Plattsmouth that day and had neglected to fill 
the tank. 


Unit Il 


by Jeralyn K. Pittman 


December 1966 will be remembered by some 
as a time of family gatherings or the entertaining 
of friends. For some it was the month a wedding 
took place or an engagement was announced. 
Still others will recall the holidays and the 
preparations for them. And perhaps a few will 
recall the silent falling of snow flakes thicken- 
ing the ermine blanket which covered the earth, 
bringing squeals of delight from children and 
moans from those responsible for its removal 
from sidewalks and streets... Frances Duryea 
shopped and prepared for the holidays and com- 
pany during her vacation. Her son Lt. Colonel 
Paul Duryea, his wife and their six children 
arrived the day after Christmas from Enid, 
Oklahoma to spend a week with the Duryeas. 
The grandchildren enjoyed the snow and 
adults enjoyed shopping for after Christmas 
bargains. One evening they celebrated Frances’ 
birthday at the Esquire Club... Marie Portsche 
entertained her sister and her family, Mr. and 
Mrs. Ed Folmer and their son Mike, of El Paso, 
Texas for a week in December. During most of 
her Christmas vacation she relaxed at home and 
stayed with relatives on Christmas day... Mr. 
and Mrs. John Paul of Fairbury, parents of 
Joyce Paul, and my parents Mr. and Mrs. 
William Braasch and their family were our 
guests for Christmas dinner. Friends Mr. and 
Mrs. Royal Messick of Independence, Missouri 
were our guests the preceding week... Among 
those visiting relatives out of state was 
Gladys Neugebauer, who enjoyed her Christmas 
vacation in Des Moines, Iowa with her daughter 
and son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Mishler 
and her ten year old grandson... Nancy and 
John Atkins also ventured east to Rantoul, 
Illinois for their Christmas vacation. John 
especially enjoyed seeing his dad who had just 
come home after serving a year in Greenland 
for Uncle Sam...Phyllis Filbert did her 
Christmas shopping in Denver, Colorado, tried 
her hand at mountain climbing and thoroughly 
enjoyed staying with her aunt and uncle, Mr. 
and Mrs. John Filbert and cousins in Littleton, 
Colorado during her vacation... Ruth Goep- 
fert and her mother found Ruth’s vacation a 
good time to do their Christmas shopping in 
Omaha and relaxed at home afterward... Dea 
Hays’ Christmas vacation included relaxing at 
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Here’s an interior view of the temporary Seward Commercial office. 
The rented space is quite roomy. Shown at their desks are Catherine 


Wehenkel, LaVerne Welch and Don Rutledge. 


Paul Guelker of Beatrice reached three and a half decades of service recently and Max C. 
Walker, General Plant superintendent, went to Beatrice to personally present him his service 
pin. Left to right in the picture are Lloyd Oglesby, Guelker, Walker, Robert Humiston, and 


Herman Studier. 


McCool Junction with her mother and celebrat- 
ing Christmas Day with guests, her cousin Rev. 
Norman Crounse and his family from Rising 
City ... Mildred Mouden was extremely pleased 
as well as surprised when her daughter, Mrs. 
Robert Johansen and family gave her a birthday 
dinner in their home at Columbus, Nebraska. 
Many of Mildred’s friends from Geneva were 
present. Mildred’s Christmas vacation was 
spent in part with her mother and sister, Mrs. 
Harold Stiers of Geneva... Vera Sweester 
vacationed in Fairbury with her mother and 
friends over the holidays...Velma Clinger 
headed south one weekend to be with her 
grandmother, Mrs. Richard Hartman in 
Watson, Missouri... Connie Schneider really 
went south as she was one who was fortunate 
enough to see the Sugar Bowl in New Orleans 
and witness the enchantment of New Orleans 
and the south... As the time grew near when 
children strained their ears for the sound of 
jingle bells, Terry Dillworth, heard wedding 
bells. December 23 was the day when Terry 
became Mrs. Jon Snyder. Jon is in the Marines 
and stationed at Le Jeune, North Carolina 
until February at which time he will receive 
his orders... The last day of December Lynn 
Shriner was floating on cloud nine, with a 
lovely diamond on her finger... Congratula- 
tions to our super sales girl, Lorene Lienhart, 
who became ambitious and sold five extensions 
during the recent December drive. 
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Column 


Wanted: Photos of bearded LT&T employees 
for publication. If you have a good crop of 
whiskers, get a friend to take a clear 
closeup picture. Identify it as to your name, 
department or exchange, date photo was 
taken and approximate length of time the 
beard had been growing. Send to editor of 
Telephone News. Every effort will be made 
to return photos. 


For Sale, four sets of brand new combina- 
tionman uniforms (shirts & pants). Shirt 
size 16-33; pant size 36-30. Call Jack 
Ruble, 432-4531. 


For Sale, Good older house, Three bedrooms, 
1%2 baths, basement, semi-finished attic. 
One stall detached garage. Close to shop- 
ping center, churches, schools. Phone 
488-8112. 
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From the outside the Seward temporary office looks like this. It is 
on the west side of the square and is conveniently located for our 
customers who may wish to transact business in person. 
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REQUESTED 


Letters From 
Famous Americans 


Abraham Lincoln, 16th President of the United States, wrote this 
letter to Daniel Rohrer of St. Paul in August of 1859 declining an 
invitation to take the political stump in Minnesota because of the 
demands of his legal practice. His reference to “last year’ would 
have been 1858, the year of the famous Lincoln-Douglas debates 
and Lincoln's loss to Douglas for an Illinois seat in the U. S. 
Senate. Lincoln won the Republican presidential nomination in 
May of 1860, defeated Douglas in the November election, and was 
inaugurated March 4, 1861. He was born Feb. 12, 1809, was shot by 
John Wilkes Booth April 14, 1865, and died the next day. 
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TEXT: “Your letter inviting me ‘to visit your state during the fall, and participate in the coming 
canvass’ was duly received; and I have neglected to answer it so long because I dislike to decline the 
invitation. But on full consideration I feel constrained to decline; from the necessity, (made very 
stringent by having lost nearly the whole of last year) of my attending our fall courts, I regret 
this, but it is no less than a necessity with me.” 


From the Charles G. Slack Collection, Marietta College, Marietta, O. 
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TELEPHONE: 


A LEADER IN NEBRASKA 
First successful dial exchange 
First mobile telephone service 
First operator toll dialing 
First subscriber toll dialing 
First coast-to-coast toll dialing 
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Our Cover 


Our cover picture was snapped at 
Tecumseh shortly after the magic 
hour of 1 a.m. when the exchange 
was converted to Direct Distance 
Dialing. After the actual and dra- 
matic cutover to new equipment there 
is always a considerable quantity 
of follow up work. The lights burn 
long in the office undergoing such a 
conversion as equipment and lines 
are checked and any trouble which 
may appear is remedied. 

Two of those on hand to see that 
things went all right are visible to 
the left. Others are laboring out of 
sight. But this was the scene which 
would have been visible to any late 
passerby early Sunday February 5. 


Appreciates Phone 


@ IF SOMETHING goes wrong with the 
telephone service, the Company usually 
hears about it right away and with excla- 
mation marks. It is seldom that we hear 
anything at all when the service is right. 

An exception was a letter in December 
from Mrs. Florence Rhoads of Harvard, 
Nebr. She wrote, in part: 

“I must tell you how much I really do 
appreciate my telephone, since the children 
have grown and moved away, some to New 
York, California, Texas, Lincoln and 
Hastings it is gratifying to know that they 
can call me any time day or night. 

“I also appreciate the convenient, prompt 
and courteous ways my calls are handled. 

“God bless all who have and are now 
making these things possible.”’ 


Pioneers Add Members 


@ RECENTLY added to membership 
in the Frank H. Woods Telephone Pioneer 
Association were Philip Bailey and Jack 
H. Geist, both of Lincoln. Added to the 
rolls of auxiliary members were Constance 


R. Geist and Mrs. Ray O. Sherman. 


Plant Department 
ACCIDENT REPORT 
December 1966 
This Last 
ON THE JOB Year Year 


Lost Time Accidents 8 
No Lost Time Accidents .. 49 


OFF THE JOB 
Lost Time Accidents 16 
No Lost Time Accidents .. 14 


MOTOR VEHICLE 
Our Fault 
Their Fault 
Unknown or Other 
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KOMMENTS 
BaVINEIN 


By Kenneth Clinefelter 


SK A SIMPLE question and you get 
a simple answer. Right? 

Well, not always. For instance, a while 
back we asked W. W. “Bud” Eden, 
building design engineer, how high the new 
microwave tower atop the 15th & M 
building would be. 

His answer sounded like the evasive 
tactics of a legislator discussing the 
governmental budget. Basically, he 
countered with a question, ‘““From where 
to where?” 

It seems that you can measure the height 
of towers in several ways. First there is 
the height from the alley, which would 
be one figure. Presumably the height from 
the street level in front of the building 
would be somewhat different. Or you can 
measure from the real roof, or the apparent 
roof level—two different things. 

At the other end of the tower where do 
you stop the measurement? Is it at the top 
of the tower proper; the top of the plates 
or mounting devices for equipment; at the 
tip of the horn antennas which will perch 
atop the tower; or at the extremety of 
the mast which carries an aircraft warning 
light? 

Anyway, when we got all through with 
this discussion, we decided the new tower 
will be approximately 229 feet above the 
alley. 
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Several years ago Ye Editor had some 
camera trouble. In analyzing the difficulty 
he discovered that by some odd coincidence 
M. C. Walker was in every one of the 
spoiled pictures. Naturally Ye Ed had a 
little fun kidding Walker. 

But now the shoe is on the other foot. 
A while back Ye Ed went on a picture- 
snapping jaunt around the territory. He 
stopped in five towns, taking dozens of 
pictures — all good, except one. The failure? 

Well, that happened in Superior, when 
Boyd Imler suggested that nobody ever 
took a photo of the editor-cameraman and 
offered to correct that oversight. Ye Ed 
adjusted the camera, told Boyd where to 
stand and what button to push, then 
smiled brightly at the lens. 

Now he’s wondering just how to slough 
off blame for that failure! 
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Directors and members who gathered at the annual meeting of Co-op are shown above. Left to right they are R. B. Hobson, J. J. Caldwell, 


M. J. Danaher, M. H. Metcalf, G. E. Eggleston, V. D. Clayton, V. V. Clark, G. J. Salber, Dorothy Grafton, Claud Clary, and R. L. Tyler. 


Co-op Continues To Grow 


ONTINUED growth and an active 
year was the situation of The Tele- 
phone Employes Co-operative Credit 
Association during 1966. This was re- 
ported at the annual meeting of members 
on Saturday, January 28. 

Commented Co-op President Richard 
B. Hobson, “We’ve had a real good year — 
One of the better years. There has been a 
lot of activity.” 

One measuring stick of this activity is 
the money members have in deposits and 
Shares. This totaled over a million dollars 
at the end of the year. Deposits amounted 
to $915,705 and shares came to $156,660. 

Another measuring stick is the loans 
made by the Co-op. Money out on all 
types of loans was increased over the 
previous year. Real estate loans amounted 
to $208,136—a jump of about $42,000. 

Total number of loans was 986 and 
the total amount loaned was $923,650. 
Secured loans accounted for $678,977 of 
this amount and unsecured loans for 
$166,723 of the total. 

Some of Co-op’s activity was apparently 
due to the “tight money” situation during 
the past year. As loans became more 
difficult to obtain through other sources, 
Co-op found new demands upon its re- 
sources. During April, May and June of 
1966 the officers pulled Co-op money from 
savings and loan accounts elsewhere and 
sold government notes it owned in order 
to obtain cash for loans to members. How- 
ever, by the end of July the ‘trush”’ was 


over and the credit association began to 
again buy securities and to put money 
back into interest bearing accounts. 

The financial picture general over the 
country caused two actions by the officers. 
They raised the maximum amount of 
savings by a member to $5,000. Previous 
limit had been $3,500. They also raised 
the interest rate on insurance and demand 
loans to 5%. 

Co-op members, as always, received a 
financial advantage in using the employee- 
operated association. A 5-1/2% annual 
interest rate applied again last year to 
savings, with interest paid in June and at 
the end of the year. The rate for dividends 
on shares was 5%. 


Those borrowing money from Co-op 
also got an extra “‘break.’’ Co-op’s reason- 
able loan rates were further enhanced the 
past year as the organization declared 
an 8% patronage dividend on installment 
loans. This is somewhat less than the 10% 
declared last year for both installment 
and demand loans. 

Another note of interest may be the 
number of loans made last year. There 
were 437 secured and 537 unsecured loans. 
Of the secured type, 12 were on real estate, 
54 on insurance and savings, 78 demand 
and time and 305 regular. Of the unsecured 
loans 161 were demand and time and 376 
regular. 


Other highlights of the financial report: 
Total operating income for 1966 was 
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$62,242, as compared to $54,071 for the 
previous year. 

Interest paid out on savings accounts 
was $43,612, an increase of over $4,000 
over the previous year. 

Total operating expenses were $52,603. 
After a deposit of $2,409 in the guaranty 
fund and distribution of $7,168 in divi- 
dends on shares, there was a surplus of 
$60. 

Total resources of Co-op at the end of 
1966 were $1,143,666. This is approxi- 
mately $120,000 greater than the previous 
year. 

Money invested included $142,370 in 
government securities; $109,749 in  pre- 
ferred stock; and $31,589 in common 
stock. Other investments totalled $19,129 
and cash in the bank was $34,100. 

15 members were elected to the board 
of directors for 1967. They are Joe 
Adamson, Geneva; Jack Caldwell, Lincoln; 
Vyrl Clark, Plattsmouth; Claud Clary, 
Lincoln; Vince Clayton, Lincoln; Bob 
Clifford, Lincoln; Mike Danaher, Fair- 
bury; George Eggleston, Auburn; Loal 
Genrich, Stromsburg; Dale Heiliger, Lin- 
coln; Dick Hobson, Lincoln; Jerry Salber, 
Lincoln; Bob Tyler, Lincoln; Jim Vander- 
slice, Hastings; and Bob White, Lincoln. 

Appointed to the credit committee were 
J. E. Geist, W. D. Quinn and R. J. 
Connors. 

Named to the Supervisory committee 
were Tyler Ryan, Houghton Furr and 
R.H. Spohn. 


TEL 
STARS 


IN THEIR TOWNS 


Dozens of LT&T’ers play starring 
roles in their localities, serving 
as presidents, chairmen and in 
other capacities in a wide variety 
of community-boosting organiz- 
ations. 


EDITOR'S NOTE: 


In this issue we pay tribute to the 
many LT&T employees who are serving 
in important positions and civic jobs 
in their communities. Telephone people 
as a whole are extremely active, SO we 
have space to list only the more out- 
standing of the examples of leadership 
and service. However we are just as 
proud of those who serve in lesser 
Capacities which help make communi- 
ties more desirable. To those people 
we may have overlooked in compiling 
this list we offer our apologies in 
advance. To all who help make their 
villages, towns and cities better places 
to live we offer our sincere thanks. 


R. R. Steward 


AUBURN—George Eggleston is treasurer 
of the Rotary club; Erman Wheatcraft is 
secretary-treasurer of the Toastmasters club; 
S. M. Carr is institutional representative for 
Boy Scout Troop No. 21 and chairman of the 
Memorial committee of the Christian church; 
Dorothy Biggerstaff is superintendent of the 
cradle roll department of the Christian church. 


CRETE—C. J. Novak is chairman of the 
classification committee of the Rotary club 
and finance secretary of Bethlehem Lutheran 
church. 


FAIRBURY—Sylvestor Nespor is financial 
secretary of the Knights of Columbus; 
Mandane Reid is Ruling Elder of the Pres- 
byterian church; N. D. Folkers is on the 
executive board for the Community Baseball 
club; R. D. Leonard is assistant road captain 
of the Blue Valley Throttle Twisters motor- 
cycle club. 


HASTINGS—E. J. Flowerday is chairman 
of the Chamber of Commerce Community 
Betterment committee, chairman of the 
Health and Safety committee of the Over- 
land Trails Council of Boy Scouts; James 
C. Vanderslice is on the board of directors 
of the Hastings Sertoma club and vestryman 
of St. Mark’s Episcopal church; Mrs. Marilyn 
Skarin is secretary of Pythian Sisters; More- 
anne |. Alldritt is state president of the 
Business and Professional Women’s club 
and representative of the Toastmistress club; 
George Murrish is secretary of the Shrine 
patrol; A. L. DeBacker is program vice 
president of the Hastings Men’s Chorus; 
H. W. Tubbs is a member of the advisory 
board of directors of York College and is 
vice president of the Nebraska Youth Camp, 
Inc. 


HEBRON—A. Rex Montgomery is a 
director of Rotary, a director of the Chamber 
of Commerce, chairman of Activities and 
Booster committee for the Chamber; Norbert 
Finke is a PFC in the National Guard; Harold 
Saathoff is a master sergeant in the Air 
Force Reserves; Fern Pool is Sunday School 
superintendent of the Methodist church, 
trustee of the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Auxiliary and color bearer of the district VFW 
Auxiliary; Valores Raatz is on the board of 
directors of the Thayer County American 
Cancer Society and Thayer County memorial 
chairman for the society; Wauneta Schmit 
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L. A. Genrich H. K. Studier 


is president of the Fort Butler Rock club, 
council woman for the Thayer County Ex- 
tension, and senior vice president of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary. 


HUMBOLDT—Ivan C. Haith is president 
of the Humboldt Housing Authority, on the 
board of directors of the Community Memori- 
al Hospital, Inc., and on the board of trustees 
of the Methodist church: Emma _ Lee 
DeJonge is treasurer of the Community 
Memorial Hospital, Inc., and secretary of the 
Humboldt Development Corporation. 


NEBRASKA CITY—Robert Smith is elect- 
external vice president of the Junior Chamber 
of Commerce and a board member of the 
Jayhusker Girl Scout Council; Robert Culver 
is lay leader of the Methodist church, and 
secretary of the Lions club; Duane Smith 
is secretary-treasurer of the Methodist men; 
Warren Eltiste, is on the First Evangelical 
Lutheran church board and a member of the 
Otoe County Rescue Squad; E. A. Ernst is 
Rotary president, Community Chest director 
and chairman of the City Citizen committee: 
Dorothy Everett is Conductress of Linden 
Chapter 137 Order of Eastern Star; Evelyn 
Denson is Martha in Queen Esther chapter 
No. 1 of Eastern Star;, W. A. Letellier 
(retired) is past Noble Grand of the !OOF 
lodge of Nebraska City and deputy Grand 
Marshall of IOOF District No. 2. 


PAWNEE CITY—Avis Collar is a member 
of the Methodist church official board and 
treasurer of Pawnee City high school; Harold 
E. Schlender is a member of the board of 
directors of the Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce; R. H. Fischer is a member of the 
Methodist church official board, a member 
of Rotary club official board, a member of 
the Chamber of Commerce official board and 
treasurer of that organization, president of 
the Pawnee City Development Corporation, 
vice chairman of the Pawnee City Housing 
Authority, member of the American Red Cross 
official board for the Pawnee County chapter, 
member of the official board of the Pawnee 
County Fair Association, ground superin- 
tendent of the Pawnee County fair, member 
of the official board of the Pawnee City Golf 
club, chairman of the Pawnee City Betterment 
committee, and a member of the board of 
directors for Headstart Advisory committee 
in Pawnee county. 
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K. E. Versaw 
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F. D. Hamilton 


PLATTSMOUTH—Donald Born is a mem- 
ber of the Plattsmouth city council; V. V. 
Clark is a member of the board of directors 
of Rotary club. 


SEWARD—LaVerne Welch is _ financial 
secretary for the EUB church; Eileen Brauer 
is on the kitchen committee for the Ladies 
Aid of St. John’s Lutheran church; Don 
Rutledge is on the board of directors of the 
Seward Chamber of Commerce. 

SUPERIOR—W. B. Imler is a member of 
the board of directors of the Chamber of 
Commerce, a member of the board of di- 
rectors of the Kiwanis Club, chairman of Boys 
& Girls Work of the Kiwanis club and chair- 
man of the Superior Bloodmobile; H. K. 
Studier is scoutmaster of Boy Scout Troop 
97; J. H. Bauer is a member of the board 
of directors of the Country Club; R. G. 
Bruning is vice chairman of the First Christian 
church of Nelson and chairman of Boy Scout 
Troop 97; J. E. Guilkey is trustee of First 
Methodist church in Superior; Irene L. 
Oltman is treasurer of the Superior P-TA. 


WEEPING WATER—E. D. Mather is fire 
chief of the Volunteer Fire Department; M. L. 
Pilfold is a member of the Weeping Water 
Housing Authority, section chief of the com- 
munications section of the Civil Defense 
program, and member of the Cass County 
Schools Study and Planning committee. 

SUTTON—C. H. Kermoade is lay leader 
of the Federated church; R. H. Hunzeker 
is president of the Sutton Volunteer Fire 
Department and a member of the executive 
board of the American Legion Post 61; M. 
Imogene Kermoade is secretary of the 
Sutton School Band Mothers; and Warden 
Eugenia of Rebeka Lodge No. 34; Catherine 
Cassell is assistant Sunday School superin- 
tendent of the Federated church. 


YORK—Loal Genrich is president of the 
Stromsburg Commercial Club; director of the 
Sertoma club, vice commander of the Ameri- 
can Legion Post 132; Welden Duer is elder 
of the Faith Lutheran church and an executive 
board member of the American Legion Post 
19. 

SUPPLY—Rex King is elder of Trinity 
United church; Russell R. Rauch is secretary 
of Masonic Lodge No. 54 and trustee of 
Calvary EUB church; Dale C. Heiliger is 
president of the Cornhusker Chapter of the 
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L. G. Saunders 


C. B. Sieck 


Society for the Preservation and Encourage- 
ment of Barbershop Quartet Singing in 
America; Charles R. Stock is assistant 
advisor of Explorer Scouts; Nelson H. 
Liesveld is Boy Scout committeeman and 
treasurer of the men’s brotherhood at Calvary 
EUB church; Marvin A. Nitzel is finance 
committeeman of St. John’s’ church of 
Kramer. 

GENERAL TRAFFIC—Pearl Barnhouse is 
Associate Conductress of Electa Chapter 
No. 8 Order of Eastern Star; Esther Borchers 
is treasurer of Trinity Lutheran Business 
Women; Lenora Durante is secretary of the 
NAACP; Dick Hobson is Junior Warden of 
Lancaster Lodge No. 54, commanding officer 
of Division 9-145 United States Naval Re- 
serve; Tyler Ryan is president-elect of the 
Kiwanis Club of Lincoln. 

TRAFFIC UNIT IIl—Lorene Lienhart is 
Guardian for the fourth grade Campfire group 
at Prescott school, and service chairman for 
Beta Sigma Phi; Myra Metcalf is president 
of the Business Women’s Association at St. 
Paul’s Methodist church. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICES—Thomas C. Woods, 
Jr., is a director of the Lincoln Community 
Chest, a member of the State Building Com- 
mission and a member of the Nebraska 
Association of Commerce & Industry; B. A. 
Isaman is a director of Cornhusker Kiwanis 
and a member of the DeMolay Advisory 
Council; Loran Powell is state chairman 
for Boys Ranch at Alliance, sponsored by 
the Fraternal Order of Eagles, is regional presi- 
dent for lowa, Nebraska and Kansas for the 
Cancer Fund of the Eagles: D. R. Swanson 
is senior warden of St. Matthew's Episcopal 
church and Senior Warden of Lincoln Lodge 
of Perfection, Scottish Rite; Marian Lanning 
is vice president of the Cornhusker Chapter, 
National Secretaries Association; Phyllis 
Cummins is adjutant of Silver Star Navy 
Mothers Club No. 939; Marieta Songster is 
secretary-treasurer of the Southeast Home- 
makers, a Lancaster County extension club. 

DATA PROCESSING—Fred Oeltjen is 
president of the married couple's fellowship 
group at Calvary Lutheran church; Wayne 
Stahly is treasurer of the United Missionaries 
church. 

GENERAL SERVICE—Martha Dietrich is 
on the board of directors of the Women’s 
Division of the Chamber of Commerce: 
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J.D. Behrns 


George Hunt is Junior Deacon in Pome- 
granate Lodge No. 110 AF&AM at Ashland 
and treasurer of the Sesostris Shrine clown 
unit. 

GENERAL PLANT—Floyd M. Crewdson is 
a member of the church council of St. 
Andrews Lutheran church; Wallace L. Gake 
is Sunday School superintendent, church 
choir director, chairman of the building com- 
mittee, member of the executive board and 
youth leader of the Central Alliance church, 
and director of the Lincoln Men’s choir; Mina 
V. Jorgensen is secretary of Electa Chapter, 
Order of Eastern Star; Verald P. Spears is 
treasurer of Cub Scout Pack 49, Sheridan 
Lutheran church; M. C. Walker is a member 
of the board of directors of the Nebraska 
Safety Council, and steward at Trinity Metho- 
dist church. 

ENGINEERING—K. E. Versaw is president 
of the Southeast Chapter of Professional 
Engineers of Nebraska; L. G. Saunders is 
head usher for the 27th consecutive year and 
a member of the board of trustees of Vine 
Congregational church; H. A. Mason is a 
member of the official board and assistant 
Sunday School superintendent of Havelock 
Methodist church, and Lin-Co-Y advisor; 
D. M. Heidbrink is secretary-treasurer of 
Southeast Chapter Professional Engineers of 
Nebraska, and a member of the church 
council of Faith Lutheran church; R. R. 
Steward is chairman of the village board of 
trustees of Bennet and secretary of IOOF 
Lodge No. 220 Panama; R. T. Wakeman is 
Worthy Patron of Temple Chapter No. 271, 
Order of Eastern Star; G. T. Henderson is 
Electrician of Temple Chapter 271 OES. 
Lester Way is Senior Steward of Lancaster 
Lodge No. 54, Associate Guardian of Bethel 
No. 5, international Order of Jobs Daughters, 
and a member of Masonic Temple Board 
1635 "L”: Oliver G. Hoffman is president 
of the Mr. and Mrs. club of First Presbyterian 


_church, and president of the Naval Enlisted 


Reserve Association, Lincoln chapter; C. B. 
Sieck is advisor of Explorer Post 131; M. L. 
Churchill is Cubmaster of Pack 14; N. C. 
Duer is president of the State Bowling 
Association; T. G. Goldenstein is director of 
the Engineers Club of Lincoln; G. O. Ryan 
is financial secretary of the EUB church. 
PERSONNEL—K. W. Clinefelter is a di- 
rector and treasurer of Second Church of 


TEL-STARS... 


Christ, Scientist; J. E. Geist is chairman of 
the Program Committee of the _ Lincoln 
Personnel Association and on the official 
board of Grace Methodist church; Gar Don- 
nelson is vice president of the Capital City 
Y’s Men club. 

BEATRICE—Marion Craig, is_ secretary 
of the board of trustees of United Presby- 
terian Church at Wymore. Jerrold Sievers 
is chairman of the building committee for 
new educational unit of Southminster E.U.B. 
church. 

DAVID CITY—H. W. Armagost is treasur- 
er of Fidelity Lodge No. 51 AF&AM, and 
chairman of the David City Planning com- 
mission. Herman F. Hansen is secretary of 
Fidelity Lodge No. 51 AF&AM and trustee of 
St. Luke’s Methodist church. J. D. Behrns 
is Adjutant of the VFW post No. 5814. 
Philip Bohl is secretary of the Lutheran 
Layman’s League and assistant Scoutmaster 
for the Webeloes. A. E. Warholoski is as- 
sistant Cubmaster. 

GENERAL COMMERCIAL—K. L. Lawson 
is finance chairman of Cornhusker Council 
of Boy Scouts, a director of the Better 
Business Bureau, a director of the Lincoln 
Symphony Association and on the board of 
trustees of Pershing college at Beatrice. 
W. D. Quinn is county chairman of the 
Lancaster County Heart Fund drive, a director 
of the Lincoln Area Heart Association, and 
director of the Sowers club of the Chamber 
of Commerce. C. P. Arnold is vice president 
and member of the executive board of the 
Cornhusker Council of Boy Scouts, and a 
member of the board of directors of the 
Lancaster County Community Emergency 
shop. W. M. Sherman is a director of the 
Lincoln Ad club, and chairman of the publicity 
committee of the Chamber of Commerce. 
D. B. Larsen is a member of the board of 
deacons of First Plymouth Congregational 
church and secretary treasurer of the Lincoln 
Cosmopolitan club. A. D. Farmer is vice 
chairman of the board of management of 
the Northeast YMCA, chairman of a com- 
mittee of the Capital City Kiwanis club, vice 
president of Meadow Lane P-TA and head 
usher of St. Mark's Methodist church. 
B. M. Wedgwood is a member of the board 
of deacons of Bethany Christian church and 
a committee chairman of the Northeast 
Lincoin Rotary club. K. J. Boshart is a 
member of the board of trustees of First 
Plymouth Congregational church, and a 
member of the board of trustees of Lincoln 
Elks Lodge No. 80. W. J. Cotton is a colonel 
in the United Fund campaign. C. A. Bastow 
is chairman of the publicity committee and a 
member of the board of trustees of the 
Wesley Student Foundation of the University 
of Nebraska, and publicity chairman of St. 

Mark's Methodist church building committee. 

F. D. Hamilton is Scoutmaster of Troop 

10, Boy Scouts and chairman of American 

Field Service of Lincoln, Northeast. 


57 Years Ago 


Business Was Good 


@ FIFTY-SEVEN years ago the 
telephone business in York county 
was in pretty good shape. Out of 
total receipts of $46,120, the York 
County Telephone Company man- 
aged to squeeze net earnings of 
$23,296 for the previous year. 

This is told in a letter to stock- 
holders dated January 20, 1910 and 
which came into our historical files 
recently by a devious route. Origi- 
nally sent to C. H. Bottum at the 
Central National Bank in Lincoln, 
it was given to Sterling Nelson, 
manager at York, by Harlow 
Bottum. 

The letterhead carries the in- 
formation that the York County 
Telephone Company was incorpo- 
rated and had an authorized capital 
of $500,000. Officers were George 
M. Holdeman, president; Com- 
modore N. Beaver, vice president; 
and H. M. Childs, treasurer. Di- 
rectors were E. E. Lincoln, J. B. 
Erwine, M. H. Kirkpatrick, Herman 
Diers and J. M. Bell. W. E. Bell was 
secretary. 

The letter announced the 13th 
continuous semi-annual dividend, 
which was 4%. Receipts were broken 
down into rentals, which amounted 
to $34,732; tolls of $10,128, and 
miscellaneous of $1,260. Among the 
items of disbursement were interest 
of $728, maintenance of $7,866 and 
taxes of $1,048. 

Total number of telephones oper- 
ated by the company as of January 
1, 1910 was 2,756, which was an 
increase of 406 during the year. The 
company served exchanges in York, 
Benedict, Gresham, Thayer, 
Henderson, Lushton, McCool, and 
Waco. 

The concluding paragraph in the 
letter could well be a source of mild 
amusement and even amazement to 
present day telephone folks. It says: 

“IT wish to repeat what I said one 
year ago, that we now have a large 
investment in strictly ‘LONG 
DISTANCE’ lines giving the very 
best of service to almost all parts of 
Nebraska, as well as adjoining 


states, and to ask you to use these 
lines when you have occasion for 
this kind of service and to urge your 
neighbors and friends to do so, as 
this increases our earnings, thus 
directly profiting yourself as well 
as other stockholders. Whenever you 
refer to our service, say “‘INDE- 
PENDENT LONG DISTANCE.’” 

The idea of “long distance’ as 
applying to ‘almost all parts of 
Nebraska’ and adjoining states 
seems strange today when it is a 
simple matter to call coast to coast 
and even to foreign countries. The 
need for identifying what type of 
long distance you are speaking about 
seems unbelievable in a day of uni- 
versal telephone service and co- 
Operation among the various tele- 
phone companies. 

It seems hard to believe today, 
but in 1910 York had two separate 
and competing telephone systems! 
The Nebraska Telephone Company, 
a Bell organization, built lines into 
York and located a small switch- 
board there in 1887. Independent 
telephone companies, organized in 
smaller towns in the county about 
1900, built lines into York and 
installed about 15 local phones in 
1902. 

In that year W. E. Bell took over 
management of the York Telephone 
Company, soliciting subscribers in 
that community and nearby ex- 
changes. By November 1903 the 
company had built lines, had more 
than 200 subscribers, and was charg- 
ing for service. 

In 1912 LT&T purchased both the 
Bell properties and the York County 
Telephone Company, consolidating 
them into one exchange and ending 
a decade of competing service. 

Three of the men active in the 
York County Company became 
active in the affairs of LT&T. Com- 
modore N. Beaver and J. M. Bell 
were LT&T directors and W. E. 
Bell became a district commercial 
manager and later General Com- 
mercial Superintendent until his 
retirement in 1934. 


4th Decade for Jack 


H. MANKAMYER of Wahoo officially observed his 

e 40th anniversary of service with LT&T at a luncheon 
January 16 at the Cornhusker Hotel in Lincoln. Jack completed 
his fourth decade of service on January 11. 

Master of ceremonies for the luncheon was M. M. Hale, 
Company vice president, who took a look into the old personnel 
records. Reading from the record cards about Jack, Mr. Hale 
selected comments such as “Shows very good ability,” ““Good 
progress,” and ‘tA capable worker and type who will develop 
into a first class man.” 

Mankamyer has indeed developed into a first class man. 
Early in his career, in 1931, he became manager at Beaver 
Crossing. In 1934 he moved to Milford in the same capacity. 
Then.in 1938 he went to York as a combinationman, in 1939 
to Stromsburg and in 1940 to Sutton. In 1950 he became 
Exchange manager at Sutton and later in the year Area 
Manager. In May of 1966 he went to Wahoo as Area Manager. 

Jack laughingly commented to Mr. Hale “I think you got 
ahold of the wrong card!’ 

He recalled the early years of his career. “I was working 
for the Ice Cream Company and playing a little ball. I was 
laid off in February and went to see Bert Huddleston (retired 
storekeeper) about a job. I made out an application on Friday 
and Monday morning got a call from Mr. Mattison.” 

As Jack tells it, Mattison told him ‘‘We need a good basket- 
ball player.” Thus Mankamyer was hired. 

He went to work on a Wednesday, but played his first game 
for LT&T on the Tuesday night before. He recalls getting off 
to a spectacular start. 

‘I didn’t know the telephone boys very well and first thing 
I fed the ball to the wrong team!” But this mistake did not 
affect his telephone career. He worked in the shop at first, then 
later went out on a line gang. 

One of Jack’s recollections from the early days is a lesson 


Mankamyer accepts his service emblem... 


in safety given to him by M. T. Caster, LT&T’s first General 
Plant Superintendent and a stickler for safety. 

Jack was working ona pole replacing job. The new pole had 
been planted close to the old one and Jack was working atop 
the pole transferring lines. In the course of this work he took 
a short cut, jumping from atop one pole to the other. Mr. Caster 
observed this maneuver and Mankamyer recalls vividly the 
caustic remarks of the superintendent. 

As he fingered his new, diamond-studded service emblem, 
Jack commented, “I don’t think in any other company you 
could accumulate the friends I have made. If I had the 
opportunity to live over I don’t think I’d do any differently.” 


A friend of ours who lives in a 
Chicago suburb was understandably 
surprised to. receive a recent telephone 
bill listing 54 calls (toll) to the same 
Chicago number. Checking with the 
telephone company, he _ discovered 
the number was a time and temper- 
ature service in the windy city. 

At home, he calmly asked a family 
gathering if anyone knew how to call 
for the correct time, whereupon one 
young member of the household 
reached for the phone and said, “I 
do, want me to show you?” 

It seems the child had earlier 
repeatedly dialed the number to see 
how many times he could get the same 
time before the recorded message 
changed to the succeeding minute. 

We understand the child is now 
the proud owner of one very accurate 
watch. 


—Lon B. Gregory 
in Telephony 


The Bell News, published in Mon- 
treal, Quebec, carried the following 
item: 

Mrs. Marian Doyle, an operator 
in Brantford, recently received an 
information call from one of our 
younger customers requesting the 
telephone number of a friend. 

The voice was faint and somewhat 
unintelligible, so Mrs. Doyle re- 
quested the spelling of the surname. 

After a slight pause the young 
customer replied, ‘I don’t know how 
to spell it—just a minute, and I'll look 
it up in the telephone book.” 


The former boy scout had a lot 
of accomplishments to his credit. 
But he never had completed the re- 
quirements for the Communications 
Merit Badge. He finally got one in 
Montgomery, Alabama the other day. 
Three Boy Scouts presented an honor- 


ary badge to Ben S. Gilmer, newly 
elected president of AT&T. “We 
thought he had earned it,’ said one 
of the Scouts. —NWB magazine 


Being a dog lover himself, Jim 
Stockton decided hed try to find 
the owner of a lost dog he found near 
his Philadelphia home. He examined 
the dog’s collar and found an inocu- 
lation tag with the telephone number 
of a veterinarian in Los Angeles. He 
called the number. ‘Sorry, said the 
vet, but the dog’s owners have moved 
to Bethpage, N.Y. Stockton called 
there. Missed again. The people had 
moved to Plainview, N.Y. Plainview 
was called. No luck. The highly 
mobile family had moved elsewhere. 
But Stockton was more fortunate on 
his next call. He finally located the 
family —now living two blocks away 


from him in Philadelphia. 
NWB magazine 


New System 
for Colon 


@ THE COMMUNITY of Colon has a 
new telephone central office. The building 
is the same, but the working parts of the 
exchange were replaced in January. 


Cutover was quick and simple, done in 


daylight hours with little or no disruption 
of service. The new office has 80 lines, as 
did the old, but the installation brought 
a change to seven number calling for 
subscribers. 


Replaced was central office equipment 


which dated back to 1938. 


Shortage of materials worried installers 
for a time. Until shortly before the cut- 
over, one bay of equipment was held 
temporarily in place by two by four 
timbers because the permanent steel frame 
had not been received. However, by cut- 
over time the metal framework had been 
received and installed. 


Two-Week Leich 40/80 School Is Held 


@A TWO-WEEK Leich School opened 
February 7 for a group of 20 LT&T Plant 
men. Conducted at the 49th and Hunting- 
ton Office, the school dealt with the 
40/80 PBX equipment. 

Instructor was John Luke of Leich. 
Attending were Floyd Tibbles, Auburn; 
Robert D. Lemkau, Beatrice; Leslie D. 
Burch, Crete; John D. Behrns, David City; 
Joseph L. Garrett, Geneva; Edward J. 
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Jungck, and Harry W. Tubbs, Hastings; 
Ronald L. Ahl, Floyd H. Arvanette, 
Leston P. Livingston, Donald W. Norton, 
Verald P. Spears and Dale C. Weaver, 
Lincoln; Jerry P. Kobertstein Nebraska 
City; Donald W. Born, Plattsmouth; 
Devlin L. McCoy, Tecumseh, William R. 
Behrns, Wahoo; Gale Hager, Jr., York; 
and Glenn Higgins and Dave Hancock, 
Engineering. 
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Area Manager Jack Mankamyer uses _ his 
bifocals as he dials one of the first calls through 
the new Colon equipment. 


Mrs. Ettleman Mrs. Menke 


New Assignments 


@ ORGANIZATIONAL changes in the 
Traffic department which bring new duties 
to four persons have been announced by 
Tyler Ryan, General Traffic superin- 
tendent. The changes were effective Febru- 
ary 6. 

Juanita G. Ettleman, who has been 
chief operator at Tecumseh, goes to Ne- 
braska City as chief operator. She replaces 
Evelyn M. Menke, who has transferred to 
Lincoln as assistant chief operator in 
Traffic Unit IT. 

Rita Vyhlidal, who has been service 
assistant in Unit II, has been promoted 
to assistant chief operator in Unit II and 
Wilma Drake, who has also been service 
assistant in Unit II, has been named service 
advisor in General Traffic. 

The changes came on the heels of the 
February 5 conversion of Tecumseh to 
Direct Distance Dialing and the discon- 
tinuance of the Tecumseh toll center. 

Mrs. Ettlheman has been with LT&T 
since 1949. She began her telephone career 
in Fairbury and in 1953 was transferred 
to Tecumseh as an operator. She became 


An attentive class hears some of the finer points in the maintenance and care of Leich equipment chief operator in May of 1956. 
according to factory specifications. The class met in the basement of the 49th & Huntington office. 


Mrs. Menke, who remained at Nebraska 
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Carefully arranging a blanket to catch the heat coils as they cut the 
old equipment out of service at Colon are M. A. Lohmeier and L. R. Cink. 


Mrs. Drake 


Miss Vyhlidal 


for four in Traffic 


City a short time to familiarize Mrs. 
Ettleman with operating procedures there, 
has been with the Company since 1943. 
She was chief operator at Fairbury prior 
to moving to Nebraska City in 1964. 

Miss Vyhlidal has been with the Compa- 
ny since May of 1957. She started as an 
operator in Wahoo Traffic and_trans- 
ferred to Lincoln in July of 1958. She 
became a service assistant in August of 
1959. 

Mrs. Drake has a service date of May 
1950 and has served as operator and 
service assistant. She first became a service 
assistant in 1953, but returned to operating 
duties after a leave of absence in 1954. She 
again became a service assistant in July of 
1956 and has filled that position until her 
current promotion. 


Fortunately we don't always get 


what we deserve. William Feather 


If you must get even, get even with 


those who have helped you. 
Midwest General News 
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the new equipment was put into service and the old retired. 


NBC Gets Award for Time & Temperature 


@AN AWARD for outstanding com- 
munity service has been presented to the 
National Bank of Commerce in Lincoln 
by Mayor Dean Peterson. The award is in 
recognition of the providing of time and 
temperature service for 16 years and 
marked the reaching of the 50 millionth 
call. 

Accepting the award on the behalf of 
the bank was Glenn Yaussi, who declared, 
‘Tam astounded at the number of people 
who call for time and temperature.” 

He recalled, ‘“‘When we first started this 
service in 1950 the Audichron people 
recommended 10 trunk lines to handle the 
calls. This was adequate until around 
1959. We have since had to add addtional 
trunks and at the present time we use 
28 trunk lines to handle the calls.” 

He also mentioned “There have been 
months when calls have averaged over 
25,000 a day.” 

“We at NBC are pleased that we are 
able to provide Lincoln with the time and 
temperature 24 hours a day,” said Mr. 
Y aussi. 

The Audichron equipment which en- 
ables the bank to provide this service is 
housed in the telephone building. LT&T 
also furnishes the necessary trunks for 
the service. 

Residents of Lincoln who dial the 
number 432-9211 hear a recorded message 
advertising the bank and telling them the 
correct time and the temperature. At 
present a man’s voice is used to auto- 
matically give the information, but at one 
time it was a girl’s voice. 

It is told that in the early days of this 
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service an alert telephone man _ noticed 
that one line to the equipment was remain- 
ing in use. Thinking there might be some 
malfunction of the equipment or that a 
customer had forgotten to hang up, he 
put a test set on the line, and discovered 
an intoxicated gentleman was on the other 
end of the line. The fellow was industrious- 
ly trying to make a date with the voice 
who kept only telling him the time and 
temperature! 

Such an occurrence is now impossible 
as the present equipment automatically 
disconnects each call as soon as the in- 
formation is imparted. 


Glenn Yaussi of the National Bank of Com- 
merce. 


Death Claims 
Georgia Smith, 
Assistant Chief 


@ DEATH CAME to Georgia M. Smith, 
assistant chief operator in Traffic Unit I, 
early Friday morning February 3. She 
was senior active woman employee with 
over 45-1/2 years of service. 

Mrs. Smith joined the ranks of LT&T 
on June 6, 1921 as an information operator 
in Lincoln Traffic. 
Her name at that 
time, however, was 
Finnigan. She served 
at various times as S : 
line operator, desk fi 
operator, on the line ‘ 
desk, as acting as- 
sistant chief operator, 
as evening chief oper- 
ator. Since 1947 she 
had been assistant 
chief operator. 

Georgia was Irish through and through 
and it showed in her good nature and love 
of a joke. While her responsibilities at 
times were considerable, it was a rare 
occasion when she could not muster up a 
broad smile. 

Mrs. Smith was married in September 
of 1946, but fate decreed this partnership 
would be short. After only a year or two 
she was widowed and she never remarried. 

Georgia’s activities were many, and 
she entered them all with her plentiful 
enthusiasm and vast organizational abili- 
ty. In 1965 she was elected president of 
the Frank H. Woods Pioneer Association 
and she guided it through what was its 
25th anniversary. While in office she 
initiated several new programs for the 
Pioneers, one of which was the sponsor- 
ship of an Explorer Post for boys. Another 
was hosting of retired members to trips 
within the territory. 

She also served on the United Fund 
Council of LT&T, the employee group 
which works on the annual drive for funds. 


Although for some years Georgia has 
had a heart condition, her activities have 
not been greatly restricted and there was 
no indication of any cause for concern as 
she entered the hospital January 18 for 
gall bladder surgery. However, she suf- 
fered a coronary attack while recovering 
from the operation and although she at 
first appeared to rally, her strength 
gradually diminished and she succumbed 
February 3. 

Rosary took place February 5 at Hodg- 
man Splain Mortuary, funeral services 
were February 6 at St. Teresa’s church 
and burial was at Calvary Cemetery. 


T HE TIME was 1 a.m. Sunday, Febru- 
ary 5. The place was Tecumseh. And 
the long distance telephone call had been 
In progress about half an hour. Finally 
the conversation was completed. 

Then came the words, “The toll board 
is clear.” And the toll center at Tecumseh 
was swiftly cut out of service, being re- 
placed by automatic Direct Distance Dial- 
Ing equipment. 

The cutover culminated many months of 
work. First came the extensive building 
remodeling and construction, followed ‘by 
careful installation of telephone equip- 
ment. The cutover to the DDD system was 
only the climax. 

At the same time that the community 
was given the toll dialing capability it got 
new local dial equipment, making the cut- 
Over more extensive than an ordinary 
installation of DDD. 

The procedure was very much like many 
previous cutovers and was accomplished 
smoothly and efficiently. First the toll board 
was Cleared. Then the heat coils were Zip- 
ped out of the main frame, disconnecting 
all subscribers from the old central office 
equipment. Finally fiber insulating strips 
were removed from the new dial equip- 
ment, allowing it to go into service. 

| Soon the office was buzzing with ac- 
tivity. In spite of the early morning hour, 
many calls were going through, apparently 


Wire Chief |. D. Livingston seems self-assured 
as he talks on the phone following the Tecumseh 
cutover. 
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Tecumseh goes DDD 


because local residents stayed up to try 
out the new equipment. An overflow of 
calls came into the newly installed turret 
in the office, and Irene Combs, traveling 
instructor, was busy for a time answering 
signals. 

Others in the cutover crew worked 
through the night, testing, checking and 
making corrections where necessary. 

For many months the toll operating 
board has been in the space that will be 
occupied by the Commercial office — which 
has been temporarily located in a building 
across the street from the exchange office. 

Only a few hours after the cutover, the 
now dead board was removed from the 
office and stored in the garage prior to 
being scrapped. Promptly Monday morn- 
ing a crew of Traffic employees began 
making calls to customers to explain the 
new service. Commercial subscribers had 
been contacted before the cutover. 

Although Tecumseh has long been a dial 
exchange it had relied on manual oper- 
ators for long distance service. The 
modernization brings the convenience of 
DDD to the Tecumseh folks. 


Chief operator Juanita Ettleman had a pensive 
look on her face as the hour of the change to 


DDD approached. 


A lone operator, Shirley McCoy, handles long d : 
conversion to DDD while Manager “Ted” Husing and Field Commercial Supervisor Charles Arnold 


wait for the cutting hour of 1 a.m. 
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Jack Ruble was one of a crew of camera 
shy men who busily snipped connections on 
the main frame immediately after the cutover. 


Operators found the cutover process interesting, if not fascinating. 
They stayed up past midnight to see the new equipment put into service. 
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The air was full of heat coils as the word 
was given to cut the old equipment out of 
service. The tiny fuses were fiying for severai 
moments. 


istance traffic at Tecumseh shortly prior to the 
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This is where the coils landed—on a canvas 
drop which made cleaning up somewhat easier 
after the cutover to new equipment was 
complete. 


V. P. “Doc” Spears and Don Hester were 
caught in the act of pulling the picks from the 
new equipment, thus putting it into service. 
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L. D. Keedy was a pretty busy man for a while as he pulled plugs out 
of the test board to put it into operation along with the new DDD 
equipment. 
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Last Year’s Score 


on-the-job 
accidents 

take 
305 days 


1966 saw the greatest number of lost time 
accidents since 1958 and the most days 
lost for three years among LT&T Plant 
department employees. 


By M. C. Walker 
General Plant Superintendent 


T&T’S PLANT Department had a high incidence of per- 
sonal injuries due to accidents during 1966. There were 
eleven lost-time and 66 no-lost-time accidents with a total of 
305 days lost for the year, including 9 days lost as the result 
of mishaps in previous years. The table below provides a 
comparison of Plant Department accidents over a period of ten 
years. 


Number of Accidents 


Lost- No- Lost- Days 

Time Time Lost 
1957 12 69 226 
1958 13 69 199 
1959 6 58 42% 
1960 10 58 143 
1961 9 65 42% 
1962 6 54 257% 
1963 10 55 549 
1964 7 63 273 
1965 8 49 122 
1966 1] 66 305 


What were the lost-time accidents that occurred to Plant 
Department employees? The following briefly describes each of 
these accidents that brought suffering and general misery to the 
employees and their families. 


2-24-66 A janitor was standing on a ladder while replacing 
a burned out ballast in a fluorescent light fixture. He had failed 
to turn off the electricity and was disconnecting the wires when 
he received a shock which caused him to fall off the ladder. He 
received a compound fracture of his right arm and lost 128 days’ 
time from the injury. 


3-16-66 An apparatus serviceman was rearranging empty 
wood equipment shipping cases. In the process, he dropped 
a box on his big left toe and the adjacent toe, fracturing them. 
He lost 14 days’ time. 


4-8-66 A combinationman was pouring a weed killer 
chemical into a trailer mounted sprayer tank. Afterwards, he 
suffered nose and throat irritation, which made it necessary 
for him to have medical treatment. He lost 5 days’ time. 


5-16-66 A combinationman was stringing inside wire into 
an existing ring run from a 24-foot extension ladder, set up on 
a cement floor with a very slick finish. It was necessary to assign 
another man to hold the ladder so that it would not slide. 
During the operation, the combinationman could not quite reach 
the wire at one point and asked the man holding the ladder to 
hand it to him. In doing this, the man let go of the ladder 
temporarily. The feet of the ladder slid on the smooth floor, 
throwing the combinationman to the floor. He sustained a 
fractured left ankle, losing 14 days’ time. 


8-25-66 A combinationman was trimming trees in a deep 
ditch when a swarm of bees attacked him. In trying to get away 
from them he ran up a steep bank through tall weeds and, in 
so doing, he wrenched his knee. He lost one day’s time. 


10-3-66 A combinationman had climbed a 25 foot CT pole 
to replace a decayed crossarm and as he reached the top, his 
climber gaffs cut out. He slid down the pole, scraping both 
arms and causing him to lose one day’s time. 


10-5-66 A splicer and his helper had just hung their splicer’s 
platform in the middle of a cable span preparatory to making a 
cable splice. The messenger was supported by an extension 
ladder at the splice location by means of a three-bolt clamp 
fastened to the messenger with a length of rope to hold the 
messenger level while the platform was on it. The rope broke, 
dropping the messenger, platform, and the two men several feet. 
The splicer and his tool box went over backwards, falling about 


18 feet to the ground. The helper grabbed the messenger 
and saved himself from falling. The splicer lost 46 days from 
the resulting fracture of his collar bone and bruises to his chest. 


10-18-66 A combinationman was going down the basement 
steps in a customer’s house when he slipped on about the third 
step down, falling the rest of the way to the floor and dis- 
locating his shoulder. He lost 41 days from the injury. 


11-3-66 A toll terminal radioman was driving a Company 
vehicle on his return from work at a repeater station. He 
reached the crest of a hill which dropped rapidly to an un- 
marked deadend corner. He applied the brakes hard but the car 
went through the ditch and up a slight embankment. His head 
hit the horn ring on the steering wheel causing a cut and 
broken nose. He lost 4 days’ time. 


11-4-66 A janitor was making a watchman’s early morning 
rounds and walked outside a building to inspect the area as 
instructed. The night air was cool, causing him to sneeze 
several times. After this occurred, pain was evident in the 
lower abdomen. This is the only incident that the employee 
could recall that might have caused the hernia which was 
detected when he went home and took a shower. About three 
weeks later, it was necessary for him to be operated on to 
correct the injury and he lost 31 days’ time. 


12-20-66 A cable splicer and his helper were assisting a 
construction crew in moving a crossover strand. He had gone 
up a 36-foot ladder to place a hoist and grip on the messenger 
to hold it when the clamp was loosened. The helper was 
stationed at the base of the ladder with the instruction to hold 
it the entire time. The splicer completed the work and in 
removing the grip from the messenger, he slid the top of the 
ladder two or three feet to the side to reach it. He then 
straightened the ladder and started down, carrying the hoist with 
him. When he was about half way down, the ladder started 
sliding in the same direction as it had been slid when the grip 
was being removed. He leaned his body in the opposite direction 
to that the ladder was falling in an effort to stop it. When the 
safety hooks on the ladder caught on the messenger, he was 
unable to hold on with one hand and fell, landing on the 
pavement. He received a fracture of his right wrist and a 
broken left elbow. 


The first mentioned accident in which a janitor was injured 
was painful and very costly. It was needless, too, for the man 
was performing a job that should have been handled by a 
licensed electrician. 

The apparatus serviceman rearranging the crates and the 
combinationman handling the weed killer did not exercise 
sufficient care in their work. In the first case, the individual 
did not have a good grip on one of the crates and it slipped, 
falling on his toes. In the other case, the man did not avoid 
breathing the dust from the chemical being poured into the 
tank. It is always advisable not to inhale any kind of fumes 
and dust resulting from work operations as the degree of the 
individual’s sensitivity to the material cannot be known exactly. 

The combinationman who was injured in the fourth accident 
was let down by his co-worker who held the ladder. As a matter 
of good judgment, it would have been better for the combina- 
tionman to have gone down the ladder and retrieved the wire 
that was out of his reach, while the helper maintained his hold 
on the ladder. 

The fifth and sixth accidents occurred to the same man. 
The accident in which he wrenched his knee was unavoidable, 
but the other mishap could have been prevented by more care 
in climbing the pole. 

The seventh accident illustrates the problem that we have 
had in getting our people to accept the necessity for using a 
body belt and safety strap when aloft in a location other than 
on a pole. Certainly no one should feel that he can safely 
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work aloft without something to keep him from falling. Passing 
the safety strap around the messenger and cable and buckling 
it in place while working on a splicer’s platform is a simple 
precaution that could prevent a bad fall. 

The combinationman who fell down the basement steps in 
the eighth mishap knew that he had only himself to blame 
and he took the responsibility for the mishap. Many basement 
stairs are dangerous, particularly in dark and unfamiliar 
locations. Extra care is always needed in going through such 
locations. 

In the ninth accident, the toll terminal man failed to allow 
for hazards on country roads. The fact that not all hazardous 
points are marked is all the more reason for exercising caution 
in driving on dirt roads. A hill crest should always be regarded 
as a “‘slow-down”’ sign, a point where the “unexpected should 
be expected.”’ 

An injury such as the janitor suffered in the tenth accident 
is usually a borderline case. Because it occurred while he was 
on a job assignment, it had to be classified as a lost-time 
accident when it was necessary for him to be operated on and 
thus lose time from work. 

The last listed accident involving a splicer and his helper 
was typically the result of short-cutting. The splicer did not 
wait until a handline could be placed and used to haul up the 
hoist and the grip and afterwards to lower them to the ground. 
The helper should also have been alert to properly align the 
ladder so the man could come down safely. It was a bad 
accident just as in the case of the other splicer and his 
helper who did not take the precaution to strap themselves to 
the messenger and cable, and was totally unnecessary. 

A large percentage of our accidents have occurred because 
the individuals involved did not take the Company’s safety 
creed to heart—“*No job is so important and no service is so 
urgent that we cannot take the time to perform our work 
safely.”’ True, production is important on the job, but not at the 
expense of someone’s life and limb. Moreover, when an accident 
occurs, production flies out the window —the man’s time is lost, 
the supervisor loses time looking after the injured person. 
Others have their morale shaken by the accident and production 
suffers. Time taken to do a job safely means that the job is 
done right and at the least cost. 

The Plant Department has had an accident prevention 
program for the last 27 years. Accidents have fluctuated up 
and down in number and seriousness over this period. The 
number of accidents, both lost-time and no-lost-time in 1966 
were the largest since 1958. This is not too encouraging, but 
the work must go on. We depend on the first line supervisor 
to reach the individual employee and develop a good safety 
attitude in him. There is also a need to think more and talk 
more about specific accident prevention measures in the monthly 
‘‘tailboard’” meetings. A deep awareness of the individual 
responsibility not to involve himself or others in an accident 
is fundamental to a positive attitude of safety that will make 
him perform only safe work methods and to wear protective 
equipment when needed. 

Statistics in Plant Department accidents are given in tables 
on these pages. Two show the number of lost-time and 
no-lost-time accidents for the years 1964, 1965, and 1966, and 
the number of days lost from work. The other two tables 
analyze the accidents by causes and classes of injuries for the 
past three years. 


Teenagers have been defined as people who work their fingers 


to the phone. 


Telephony 


The nicest thing about silence is that it can't be repeated. 


Telephony 


Plant Accident Causes and Classes 


PLANT DEPARTMENT ACCIDENTS 


For the Years 1964 - 1965 - 1966 
LOST-TIME ACCIDENTS 


Number of Accidents 


Area-Department 1964 1965 1966 


Auburn 

Beatrice 

Crete 

David City 

Fairbury 

Geneva 

Hastings 

Lincoin 
Area Plant Supv. Ofc. 
Switchrooms 
Bldg. Opr. Supv. Dept. 
Toll Eqpt. Supv. Dept. 
Wire Chief's Dept. 
Service Board 
Supply Office 
Repair Shop 
Warehouse 
Garage 

Nebraska City 

Plattsmouth 

Seward 

Superior 

Tecumseh 

Wahoo 

York 

Construction Dept. 

General Plant 
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* Time lost due to recurrence of injuries from accidents in previous 


years. 


**Includes 66 days lost from accidents in previous years. 


CLASSES OF INJURY 


Bruises, contusions 

Burns, scalds 

Concussion (head) 

Common emergencies 

Dislocations 

Eye wound or inflammation (from foreign body) 

Fainting, dizziness 

Fatalities 

Fractures 

Frost bite 

Heat exhaustion, sunstroke 

Hemorrhage (bleeding, broken vessels) 

Hernia 

Infection 

Inflammation or irritation (insect bites, or 
stings, poison ivy or weed, creosote burn) 

Poisoning 

Sprains (joints) 

Strains (muscle) 

Teeth, cracked or broken 

Wounds (abrasions, cuts, internal injuries, 
lacerations, punctures, animal bite, 
splinters) 

Amputations 


TOTALS 
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PLANT DEPARTMENT ACCIDENTS 
For the Years 1964-1965 - 1966 


NO-LOST-TIME ACCIDENTS 


Area-Department 


Auburn 

Beatrice 

Crete 

David City 

Fairbury 

Geneva 

Hastings 

Lincoin 
Area Plant Office 
Bldg. Opr. Supv. Dept. 
Service Board 
Switchrooms 
Toll Eqpt. Supv. Dept. 
Wire Chief's Dept. 
Supply Office 
Garage 
Repair Shop 
Warehouse 

Nebraska City 

Plattsmouth 

Seward 

Superior 

Tecumseh 

Wahoo 

York 

Construction Dept. 

General Plant 


TOTALS 


CAUSES OF ACCIDENTS 


Animal bite 

Automobile accident 

Burned or scalded 

Caught in moving machinery 

Climbers cut out 

Defective equipment or tools 

Electric shock 

Foreign object in eye 

Fell or slipped from pole 

Fell from higher level (other than pole) 

Fell with or hit by falling pole 

Failed to use protective equipment or 
proper clothing (gloves, work shoes, 
properly adjusted clothing in good 
condition) 

Gaffed by climbers 

Hit or caught by object not under contro! 

Improper position in lifting or Carrying 
materials, insufficient help 

Improper procedure 

Insect bite or sting 

Ladder slipped or fell 

Material or tooi fell or slipped 

Miscellaneous (unclassified) 

Overexertion 

Poison ivy or weed 

Safety belt not properly fastened or not used 

Solder spattered 

Slipped or stumbled 

Splinters or slivers 

Sunburn (overexposure to sun or weather) 


TOTALS 


Number of Accidents 


1964 1965 1966 
1 1 3 
O 1 1 
O 1 3 
1 O O 
O O 2 
1 O O 
1 O 1 
O O O 
1 1 O 
O O O 
1 6) 1 
1 1 2 

11 4 y 
O O O 
3 2 4 
2 O 1 
4. 1 3 
» 5 4 
1 5 2 
2 1 2 
O O O 
1° 1 O 
0 O O 
O O Z 

25 22 25 
2 3 3 

63 49 66 

1964 1965 1966 
2 2 3 
0 ©) 1 
O 1 O 
O O O 
2 4 6 
2 1 O 
O 1 1 
6 3 4 
O 3 1 
1 1 4 
1 O 0 
1 O O 
i O 3 

18 14 26 
8 8 5 
3 2 4 
4 3 Z 
O O O 
8 6 6 
O O 1 
1 O ) 
1 Z 4. 
O O O 
2 O O 
1 3 4 
2 1 2 
O O O 
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Vera Wasson, Retired 
Lincoln Operator Dies 


@ VERA WASSON, retired Lincoln oper- 
ator, passed away January 7. She had 
retired in December of 1963 with over 
37 years of service. Actually Mrs. Wasson 
first worked for LT&T in 1923, serving 
at the board in Havelock. She also worked 
on the old fair- 
grounds board and at , 
College View. 

During her early 
years of service lay- 
offs were frequent, 
hence her adjusted 
service date. As the 
Outlying exchanges 
were converted to 
dial operation and 
the telephone service 
at the fairgrounds was modernized, Mrs. 
Wasson moved into regular work in Lin- 
coln traffic. 

When the Lincoln information § unit 
was set up in 1959, she moved into it and 
served as an information operator until 
her retirement. 

She served as correspondent for The 
Telephone News, regularly submitting 
copy and often brightening it up with bits 
of humor, to which she was particularly 
alert. 

Funeral services were held January 10 
at the Havelock Christian Church. Burial 
was at Wyuka cemetery. 


Virginia Lempka Retires 


@ VIRGINIA M. Lempka, long time 
Operator at Tecumseh, took an early 
retirement January 13, shortly before the 
conversion of the Tecumseh exchange to 
Direct Distance Dialing and the closing 
of the toll center there. 

Mrs. Lempka had a service date of 
October 1942, but 
she first worked for 
the Company as an 
Operator at Tecum- 
seh in 1930. After 
serving a stint as a | 
student, she became ~~ “ , 
an A operator and - 
later a line operator. 
She resigned to be- | 
come married in , 
1935. = 

Mrs. Lempka returned to telephone 
employment in 1948, at a time when there 
was a growing load on the telephone 
industry. She has remained with the 
Company ever since. 

Over the 24 years of her service Mrs. 


New Cayployees 


Title Changes 
Promotions, 
Transfers, 


W. L. Gake 
Equip. Foreman 


W. L. Higgins 
Serv. Foreman 


General Commercial 


Carolyn S. Felton, stenographer, Engineer- 
ing to secretary 


Plant 

Marjorie I. Dodge, service operator to 
clerk, Area Plant 

W. L. Gake, toll 
equipment foreman 

A. J. Harvey, combinationman, Area Plant 
to splicer, Lincoln Construction 

W.L. Higgins, installer-repairman, P.B.X., 
Area Plant to service foreman, General Plant 

J. B. Howat, splicer, Construction to tele- 
typeman, Area Plant 

G. L. Richard, groundman to driver-lineman, 
Hebron 


terminal radioman to 


Traffic 


Ruby L. Haught, Seward to Lincoln 
Lucille R. Masek, operator to S.A. 


Tiscd Oe 


A new addition to the Dale Topp family 
is Trisha Jo, weighing 6 pounds 1/2 ounces. 
Judy Topp is on leave from Lincoln Traffic 
Unit I. 


Lempka has seen, first a glimpse at the 
difficult and lean years of the depression, 
and then in her second tour of service the 
expanding and _ prospering post-war 
period. She has been the voice of the 
telephone company to those in Tecumseh 
and it is hoped that retirement from tele- 
phone work will bring happiness and 
pleasure for her. 
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Plant 

J. E. Bassett ...cc0254 Groundman, Lincoln. . 1-10 
"Carole J. Gropp ..... Serv. Opr., Area Plant 1-4 
Donna R. Krieger..... Serv. Opr., Area Plant 1-4 
Bruno Krygier ........ Gar. Serv., P.T., 

Te. | a a a 1-18 
C Le Reberts ves ss0 354 Groundman, Lincoln. . 1-23 
L. D. Lemaster ....... Groundman, Hebron . 1-3 
B. :. AOONGY s.ccaees Groundman, David 

So | a a ee ae 1-4 
A. D. SiGCh: se cc 2sen ae Groundman, Lincoln. . 1-3 
A. R. Stephens ....... Groundman, Lincoln. . 1-30 

Traffic 

“Alda E. Beezley ..... Opr., LINCOIR: o<:465<5 1-23 
Loraine K. Borgema...Opr., Lincoln ........ 1-23 
“Barbara J. Braasch ..Opr., Lincoln ........ 1-5 
Ardeth A. Burkey ..... Or, LInGGIN 254 oas:s 1-9 
Dorothy A. Ebner..... Opr., Lincoln ........ 1-23 
Carel D). FIgK 0 eccaes Opts TIneoin. eicasat 1-30 
Estle L. Goosic ....... Ope; Eincolis s...c<e5 1-23 
Annie P. Johnson..... Opr., Lincoln ........ 1-4 
Linda R. Keller ....... Oni, ‘Linco «.¢s «<6 %. 1-30 
Katherine A. Kelly ....QOpr., Lincoln ........ 1-23 
Sandra K. Meyhew ...Opr., Beatrice ....... 1-16 
Ellen L. Pearce ....... Opr... Lincoln .....5.. 1-23 
Joyce M. Seykora..... pr, LINCO 20556 vas 1-9 
Geraldine A. Skuce ...Opr., Lincoln ........ 1-23 


“Re-Employed 


Savings Bond Quiz 


Question: I own Savings Bonds purchased 
between 1947 and 1954. Are these bonds 
still earning interest and when will this 
interest stop? 


Answer: Any Series E Savings Bond ever 
purchased is still earning interest. Bonds 
purchased prior to May, 1949, have 
been granted two 10-year extensions. 
Bonds purchased since then have been 
granted one 10-year extension. Interest 
will continue until the bonds are cashed 
or reach absolute maturity. 


Question: What are the new limitations on 
holdings of Savings Bonds? 


Answer: Under new regulations, the limi- 
tations on holdings of bonds issued 
during any one calendar year are 
$20,000 (face value) for Series E Bonds 
and $30,000 for H Bonds. 


Question: Is any time of the year more 
advantageous than another for cashing 
in Series E Bonds? 


Answer: It should be on the anniversary 
date of the particular bond or at six- 
month intervals thereafter. E Bonds 
gain in value every six months. When 
held to maturity, they return a yield of 
4.15 per cent, compounded semi-annu- 
ally. 


T IS ESTIMATED that about 30,000 
persons will be killed by home acci- 
dents in the United States this year. In fact, 
home accidents kill more children than 
any other cause— actually than all the next 
six causes. Besides this, approximately 
four million persons will be hurt in home 
accidents. 

Falls top the list, with about 13,400 
killed in this type of mishap. Fires take 
about 5,500 lives and accidental poisoning 
1,200. 

The statistics are shocking. So is the 
fact that most of these deaths and injuries 
could have been prevented by care. 

To make sure you don’t get caught in the 
accident trap, make a room by room check 
of your home for safety. Here’s what you 
should look for. 


IN THE HALL: 

Keep scatter rugs away from the top or 
bottom of stairs. Use some type of skid 
proofing for small rugs. Tack down curled 
rugs and sew up rips. Make sure floors are 
not slippery and never wax stairs. Keep 
halls and stairways well lighted. Never 
leave packages, toys, or other items on 
stairs. Repair promptly any loose tread, 
rug, or railing. 


IN THE KITCHEN: 

Provide adequate cupboards and keep 
things put away. Household cleaners, 
caustics, chemicals and poisons should 
be stored high, out of reach of small 
children. So should sharp knives and tools. 
A wall rack is preferable to a drawer. If 
there are small children in the house use 
the back burners on the stove and arrange 
handles of cooking pots on the stove so 
that children cannot topple a boiling sub- 
stance on themselves. Wipe up spills at 
once; keep a pot holder close at hand. In 
case of grease fire, smother with a lid or 
pour on baking soda. A fire extinguisher 


is a good idea for a kitchen. To prevent 
fires, store wax and polishing cloths in 
metal cans. Properly store brooms and 
dust mops so they will be out of the way. 


IN THE BATHROOM: 


Make this room off-limits for electric 
appliances. A serious electrical shock can 
result from touching an appliance with wet 
hands. Make the bathtub and shower safer 
by using a slip-proof rubber mat. Also 
provide a hand rail and never leave small 
children unattended in the bathroom. 
Watch the water temperature and train 
youngsters to leave the faucets alone. 
Keep the medicine cabinet cleaned out of 
old medicines no longer used. Follow 
directions for storing them and cap 
bottles and tubes. Poisons should be 
plainly labeled or marked and kept on a 
high shelf or under lock and key. Razor 
blades should be properly disposed of. 


Always read the label before taking 
medicine. 


IN THE LIVING ROOM: 


Chairs and other furniture should be 
arranged so as to avoid forming stumbling 
blocks. Provide adequate and sufficient 
ash trays and encourage their use to pre- 
vent fires. When hanging curtains, use a 
proper step stool and not a makeshift. 
Electric cords should be short and not 
arranged under rugs or over radiators. 
If you have an “octopus outlet”? you need 
additional home wiring. If possible, wall 
outlets should be no more than 12 feet 
apart. 


IN THE BEDROOM: 

In a child’s bedroom, windows should 
have a screen or storm window to prevent 
falls. In fact, it’s best to open the window 
from the top. Night lights help prevent 
groping and falls. Again, furniture should 
form no stumbling blocks. A closed bed- 
room door may save your life if fire breaks 
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30,000 will die if statistics 
on mishaps are accurate 


Home Accidents 
Claim Thousands 


out. To prevent a tragedy, never smoke in 
bed. 


IN THE BASEMENT: 

Have your heating plant regularly 
checked for proper operation. If you 
suspect a leak of oil or gas, get it checked 
and repaired. Again, sharp tools and sup- 
plies should be out of reach of youngsters. 
Nails should be pulled from scrap wood. 
Power tools should have guards and be 
operated with care. They should never be 
used while you are standing on a wet floor. 
Electrically operated tools should be 
grounded. Old paints should be stored in 
a well ventilated place. Gasoline and other 
petroleum based fluids should never be 
kept in the house. Trash should not 
accumulate. 

How does your house look? Is it in 
pretty good shape from a safety angle? We 
hope so. We don’t want you to be one of 
the many home accident victims this year. 


Giff Oth [I oy 


‘He’s the fellow who spoiled our company’s 
accident record.’ 


K. L. Lawson 


Clara Jones 


E. H. Royce 


Helen Pickard F. H. Woods Ruth Diekmann R. F. Bauer 
Lincoln Lincoin Lincoin Lincoln Director Beatrice Lincoln 
40 Years 40 Years 40 Years 40 Years 30 Years 20 Years 20 Years 


Service Anniversaries 


44 YEARS Marie S. Portsche. Lincoln 


40 YEARS Clara M. Jones, K. L. Lawson, 


Helen M. Pickard, E. H. Royce, Lincoln 


38 YEARS K. J. Boshart. Lincoln 


37 YEARS E. A. Moorhead, Hastings: 
R. V. Clifford, Lincoln 


30 YEARS F. H. Woods (Dir.), Chicago 
28 YEARS W. I. Aitken (Dir.), Lincoln 


27 YEARS Helen F. DeBord, Lily E. 
Malecek, Doris M. Sutton. Lincoln 


26 YEARS George Placek, Opal E. 


Thimgan, Lincoln 


24 YEARS F. J. Barnett, A. G. Behm, 
Magdalen M. Heser, T. H. Roller, Lincoln 


23 YEARS H. C. Woods (Dir.), Chicago: 
J.D. Green, W. W. Putney (Dir.), C. T. Stuart 
(Dir.), Wilma A. Wergin, Lincoln 


22 YEARS D. H. Young, Beatrice; R. L. 
Wenzel, Lincoln 


Estella Foght 


Carol Henry Letha Norby L. L. Hinkley R. R. Steward 
Hastings Lincoln Lincoln Lincoln Lincoln Lincoln 
15 Years 15 Years 15 Years 15 Years 10 Years 10 Years 10 Years 


FEBRUARY 


21 YEARS Evelyn R. Koch, E. D. Smith, 
Lincoln 


20 YEARS Ruth A. Diekmann, Beatrice; 
R. F. Bauer, Lincoln 


19 YEARS Pearl Winscot, Lincoln; Mary 
M. Watkins, Nebraska City 

18 YEARS M. E. Johnson, Auburn; A. L. 
Dougherty, J. C. Smith, R. W. Tejcka, Lincoln 


17 YEARS H. W. Potter (Dir.), K. C. 
Rutherford, Lincoln 


16 YEARS Ruth G. Foster, Sylvia A. 
Hoaglin, J. M. Isley, Edna E. Rosane, Beverly 
E. Rotzin, A. L. Spaulding, Lincoln; Valda M. 
Kane, Nebraska City; D. A. Hester, Tecumseh 


15 YEARS Carol J. Henry, Hastings; Estella 
H. Foght, Letha J. Norby. R. H. Wart, 
Lincoln 


14 YEARS Harvey Gesch, Lincoln 


13 YEARS Betty B. Martin, Ashland; Joan 
M. Murray, Beatrice; W. L. Gake, E. Elaine 
Kershner, Judy L. Whitney, Lincoln 


R. H. Wart 
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12 YEARS R. N. Schappaugh, Lincoln 


11 YEARS T. R. Leitschuck, Beatrice; 
A. R. Montgomery, Hebron: C. E. Devore, 
E. J. Faulkner (Dir.), Bernice Stoeger, Lincoln; 
Morton Steinhart (Dir.), Nebraska City: 
T. H. Wake (Dir.), Seward 


10 YEARS L. L. Hinkley, R. R. Steward, 
Lincoln: G. J. Bosak, Seward 


9 YEARS F. J. Tibbles, Auburn: J. D. 
Shadley, Lincoln 


8 YEARS L.E. Cook, L. R. Jones. Lincoln; 
Mary E. Gress, Nebraska City 

7 YEARS LeAnne M. Gaughen, D. E. 
Higgins, Mary E. Johnson, Doris M. Knerr, 
Helen E. Martin, Lucille M. Smith, Lincoln 
6 YEARS W. W. Cook (Dir.), Beatrice: 
Judy A. Churchwell, A. J. Harvey, Burnham 
Yates (Dir.), Lincoln; W. E. Waltke, Tecumseh 
5 YEARS R. D. Leonard, Fairbury: 


Jacqueline K. Wiens, Lincoln; Helen D. 
Osterholm, Plattsmouth: W. H. Stiers, York 


The Areas 


Auburn Area 
by Dorothy Biggerstaff 


Beards are in evidence around our office at 
this writing with much itching and scratching. 
Those who have stuck it out so far are Fenton 
Kipling, Harry Rogers, Amel McVay, Jack 
Little and Ed Eitzmann. The others have 
yielded either to comfort or vanity... George 
Eggleston and wife left for the sunny south in 
February. They planned to visit relatives in 
Green Valley, Arizona for three weeks... The 
future looks busy for us in Auburn with the 
nuclear power plant to be located on the 
Missouri river between Brownville and Nema- 
ha... Bud, Jean and Debbie Wheatcraft along 
with friends had an old fashioned sleigh riding 
party one evening. 


Beatrice Area 
by Irma Arnold 


Jan Mitschler accompanied her husband to 
Grand Island for a two-day stay in January. 
The trip was compliments of the company by 
which Mr. Mitschler is employed. Jan has only 
one complaint. They did not get to do much 
sight-seeing as it snowed constantly and their 
motel room was the only “sight” to be seen... 
Myrtle and George Janssen were in Lincoln 
January 15 to help celebrate the birthday of 
their granddaughter, Cindy... Another recent 
celebration was a gathering held in honor of 
Dorothy and Clarence Trauernicht, who cele- 
brated their 21st wedding anniversary. “Pink” 
Champagne was served... Lonnie Landon of 
Traffic started the new year with a definite 
flash —of a lovely diamond on her left hand. 
Wedding plans are in the near future... 
Remembering the Nebraska-Alabama game is 
not the most pleasant of memories but little 
rays of sunshine have an odd way of seeping 
through. Vey Kluthe won $100.00 in a pool on 
that game. Not bad right after Christmas! Ruth 
Corter didn’t get to go to the game but some 
of her peppernuts did. Katie Traeger’s 
daughter, who is a W.A.F. stationed in Ala- 
bama came home to spend Christmas with 
Katie and family. Katie sent some of Ruth’s 
delicious peppernuts home with her. The 
daughter went to the game and took the pepper- 
nuts with her. 


Fairbury Area 
by Lois Godfrey 


News from the Fairbury area is scarce. | miss 
the operators ... Ron Francis spent his vacation 
moving to Fairbury and every spare minute 
since trying to get his house fixed. He enlisted 
the aid of John Brockmeyer who was also on 
vacation and due to the heavy snow couldn't 
leave town... Wes Anderson spent his vacation 
Christmas shopping... Fred Schroeder, sales- 
man for CATV, has been working in Fairbury. 


Hebron Exchange 
by Fern Pool 


The Directory men were busy selling in the 
Hebron area during January... Yours Truly 


AROUND 


THE CIRCUIT 


“You may be a pioneer, Father, but 
the modern child must be protected 
from the elements. Please establish a 
relationship with one of the reliable 
furnace firms listed in the Yellow 
Pages.” 


This cartoon will appear in Televiews 
during the month of March. 


and family spent the New Year holidays with 
our daughter, Betty and her husband in Kansas 
City, Kansas...Wauneta Schmit held a 
demonstration for the Hebron Boy Scouts on 
the different kinds of rocks and the process of 
polishing them. 


Plattsmouth Area 


With the beginning of the New Year every- 
One seems to be back in the groove again. 
Vacations wound up with the end of the year, 
Don Born and family spent their time in 
California visiting relatives as well as taking 
in many places of interest. The Tritsches spent 
a week in New Orleans, enjoying good food 
and warm climate. Mr. Clark and family 
attended the graduation of their son Roger at 
the Milford Vocational school and_ then 
journeyed to St. Louis, Missouri, where Roger 
is working for McDonald Aircraft... We had 
a nice time at our Christmas party in the office 
on December 23, Tip Johanns joined us about 
3 o'clock to enjoy a gabfest with us all. 


Controller 


Data Processing Center 
by Evette Juengel 


New Year’s Eve found most of our office 
up-welcoming the New Year in and saying 
farewell to fleeting 1966. Roger and Norene 
Ehrlich had relatives over to their home. Bill 
and Marlene Nuttleman entertained friends. 
Del Vanderbeek and his wife, Pat, were with 
relatives. The Larry Willets went to a house 
party. Fred and Jackie Oeltjen went out on the 
town with neighbors to the Black Coach...On 
New Year’s Day some had vigor, were full of 
life, while others had to take it rather s-l-o-w!! 
January 2, all were glued to the TV = screen 
watching the Sugar Bowl Game... Larry, Jan 
and Tracy Willet did something Ill bet many 
of us haven’t done in years! The Willets went 
sledding at Pioneers Park. Had a swell time, 
too!... Fred Oeltjen and wife, Jackie, cele- 
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brated their eighth wedding anniversary Janu- 
ary 4...January 5, Kay Bayless returned to 
work after she and her husband drove 2,400 
miles to and from the Sugar Bowl Game. Kay 
had a nice visit with Blanche Buel, a former 
employee, while in New Orleans. Kay and Bob 
celebrated New Year’s Eve in the French 
Quarter on Bourbon Street. On their return 
they drove through Houston and Dallas where 
Kay did some browsing at the famous Niemann 
Market in Dallas... Roger Ehrlich is indeed 
busy again at his home. Now he is working in 
his basement—making a bedroom for his 
boys!...January 9, Zigrida Taurins and 
husband, Peter, attended the Governor’s Ball 
at Pershing Auditorium... Agris Taurins cele- 
brated his seventh birthday January 9...Do 
you remember the story about the little Dutch 
boy that found the leak in the dike? Well, we 
have our hero, too! Watchful Jim Barr dis- 
covered a leakage in his basement right above 
the fuse box...Janie Schafer recently 
purchased a stereo. She thinks its depth, pitch 
and volume are slowly driving her parents out 
of the house... January 15, Yours Truly and 
husband had friends over for a turkey dinner... 
Our office feels quite unique in the fact that 
two of our fellow-workers have a twin. They 
are Arlene Blum and Janie Schafer...Jo Ann 
Templeton has been attending many of Uni- 
versity High School’s basketball games. 
Jo Ann’s nephew is one of the star players!... 
J. L. Cherry and Vince Clayton attended school 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota in January. The 
temperature went down to 30 degrees below 
zero and because of the rain, there was a con- 
siderable amount of ice. They both appeared 
very happy to be back in Nebraska’s “mild” 
climate... January 17, Cindy Ann Vanderbeek 
became four years old. The Vanderbeeks 
celebrated by eating at Cooper’s restaurant... 
January 21, one of Helen Playter’s friends gave 
her a plane ride. Helen said it was her first, and 
that it was a big thrill...Wayne Stahly is 
displaying a fine RED mustache... Billie 
Renker’s oldest son, Mike, is a senior this year 
at Crete High School. Billie has only begun 
getting ready for graduation with senior pic- 
tures, which is the first step... Janie Schafer 
said her parent’s dining and living rooms are 
finally finished. For one week, men _ were 
plastering the ceilings and walls. Janie says it 
is great to have curtains up again and have 
things put away where they belong... Del 
Vanderbeek recently purchased a °56 Chevrolet. 
... Fred Oeltjen’s parents celebrated their 
fortieth wedding anniversary January 23. Fred 
and Jackie, of course, drove down to Chester 
to help them celebrate the occasion. Even a 
band was hired for the festivities! ... January 
26, Roger Erhlich’s little boy, Russel Jon, had 
a birthday. 


Disbursement Accounting 
by Kathleen Hartman 


Well here it is income tax time again. Most 
everyone in the office is looking forward to 
the income tax return from Uncle Sam. Are 
you?...Marcella Schmidt was treated to a 
luncheon by Ailene Wilkinson, Cheryl Nelson, 
and Evette Juengel. January 13 Estella Foght, 
Mila Guenther, Marge Hester, Evette Juengel, 
Diane Radenslaben, Kathy Sullivan, Irene 
Stolz, Ailene Wilkinson, Annette Wunderlich, 
and Kathy Hartman honored Marcella with a 
farewell luncheon and baby gift...Charles 


Lindgren supervised seven scouts from Troop 
68 on a campout on January 27 and 28. The 
weather was beautiful and the full moon on 
the snow made night seem like day. The 
temperature was about 15 degrees. The con- 
ditions were ideal for sleeping. The boys 
made a warm fire to keep Charlie warm. They 
had three square meals, hot chocolate, hot 
chocolate, and hot chocolate...Estella and 
Harold Foght went to Manhattan, Kansas to 
visit their niece. Later they attended the 
Kansas State vs Nebraska University basket- 
ball game... Our sympathy goes out to Marge 
Hester who lost her mother in January. Art, 
Marge’s son, went skiing in Colorado for the 
first time January 25-29. Marge and husband 
Al, celebrated their wedding anniversary at 
the Esquire Club...The auditors have been 
here the entire month .. . Just one birthday 
this month. Charlie, are you enjoying your 
gifts?... Kathy Hartman and Rose Manley 
visited Rose’s family for a weekend. 


Plant 


Custodial Department 
by Velma Schaaf 


Our first vacationer of the new year was 
Marie Rowell, who went to Racine, Wisconsin 
for a week’s visit... Fellows in our depart- 
ment who are burning the candle at both ends 
so they can compete with their professors at 
the University are Charlie Bennett, Gary Baum, 
Tom Connors, Douglas Hellerich, Elliot 
Pequette and Wayne West... George King and 
family visited relatives at Mound City, 
Missouri...Tom and Clete Connors have 
moved into their brand new home and Tom 
is faced with an old familar question—how 
did we get so much in such a small apartment 
before and where did it all come from?... The 
Van Arsdall and Schaaf families have been 
trying to entertain little guys with the measles. 
... Frank Gates, a former employee now living 
in California stopped in for a visit while here 
on business. 


Supply Department 
by Nancy Buck 


We didn’t get any news out last month so 
we are getting some of December’s in also this 
time... Jack Caley spent Christmas in Wash- 
ington, D.C. with his son... Frank Hendrix 
spent a week at home. His son from Dallas, 
Texas came up to spend Christmas vacation... 
Bill Knee spent Christmas around home doing 
nothing. His son Steve and wife came down 
for Christmas... Kenny Myhre went to Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota to spend Christmas with 
his mother... George Placek spent Christmas 
with his daughter in San Antonio, Texas. He 
also got a new Buick...Ray Sherman spent 
his time at Christmas in New Orleans, Louisiana 
and Texas... Milton Royce spent Christmas 
vacation at home... Dean Hubbard, a former 
employee of the warehouse, visited Al Linden. 


...Merle Schneider purchased a new Dodge 
Dart... Floyd Barnett bought a new Plymouth. 
... Walter VanDeventer’s wife just returned 
home after being in the hospital... Richard 
Morrissey bought himself a 1963 Chevrolet... 
Dallas Lee has himself a new Chevelle... Jack 
Tracy spent one week at home during Christ- 
mas vacation...Carol Donnelson spent one 
week of vacation in January visiting her sister 
in Wichita, Kansas... Allen and Nancy Buck 
spent New Year’s weekend in Colorado visiting 
their sister-in-law and niece at the Air Force 
Academy near Colorado Springs. At the time 
Allen’s brother was in Vietnam...Rex King 
spent his week’s vacation at home. Said he 
spent one day in Omaha...The Garage is 
taking inventory again, so didn’t have time to 
give me any news. 


Traffic 


Traffic Unit | 


by Dona Logan 


Three operators in this department were 
fortunate enough to attend the Sugar Bowl 
game in New Orleans. Aside from cheering on 
the Huskers at a sad, but nonetheless exciting 
game, Elaine Vrbas, Susan Charlson and Denise 
Scovill found time to explore much of the 
French Quarter, browse through antique shops 
and take a boat ride on the S.S. President. Sue 
Charlson seemed to be impressed with the 
style of homes there. ““The houses and designs 
are beautiful”, she reported. Lastly, they 
were able to see Al Hirt in person at his night 
club. All agreed it was a marvelous experience. 


Unit Il 
by Jeralyn K. Pittman 


January with its changing temperatures 
brought with it many changes and announce- 
ments of changes to come, told elsewhere in 
The News...A couple’s party was given 
February 4 for Wilma Drake and her husband 
in the home of Jerri Pittman and Joyce Paul... 
Joyce Paul welcomed and congratulated her 
brother Bill Paul and his wife during her five 
days off. Bill acquired his commission of 
Ensign Officer of the United States Coast 
Guard January 22 and visited the Pauls enroute 
to Coos Bay, Oregon, his new assignment... 
Two new bowlers, Donna Bykerk and Barbara 
Lee were added to our bowling team. Both 
are good bowlers and an asset to our team... 
Nancy Atkins, Terry Lentz and Barbara Lee 
represent our unit on the volleyball team. 
Although the team has not been exactly vic- 
torious, the girls really do enjoy the activity... 
June Carman’s January vacation meant a 
change of apartments. Although June moved 
to another apartment within the same building, 
she still found herself quite busy. Her new 
apartment is smaller and she is still trying to 
find a place for everything...Alice Peters 
changed apartments unexpectedly and tempo- 


At Superior some of the telephone folks posed with the attractively 


decorated table containing the traditionai Christmas treats. They 
were set up in the lobby of the Commercial office. 
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rarily when her ceiling fell in. She will stay 
with Dea Hays until repairs are made. 


Retired Club 
by Merlie Markuson and Bertha Sharp 


Helen Pierson had Christmas dinner with 
her brother in Lincoln... Mrs. Eva Armstrong 
and husband spent Christmas with Jack Arm- 
strong and family at Milford... Frank Kuchera 
spent Christmas Day with his daughter and 
family... The Kucheras had a nice Christmas 
letter from our Dorothy Lefler, who reports 
everything is fine and dandy in California for 
her and her sister...Christmas Day found 
Bert Huddleston with his son Bill and daughter 
Louise... V. B. Hutchison planned to attend 
a family reunion at Plattsmouth Christmas, but 
instead was at home entertaining the “flu” 
bug... Mrs. W. F. Combs is home convalescing 
after spending two weeks in the hospital... 
W.F. Combs spent Christmas Day with their 
children...Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Dalton went 
to Harvard, Nebraska to attend a _ family 
reunion held at their daughter’s home. Mrs. 
Dalton’s sister from Neff City, Kansas, was a 
guest at Christmas time... We are happy to 
report Joy Dobbs is making a nice recovery at 
home after four weeks in the hospital because 
of a heart attack. He enjoyed a visit from his 
daughter from Seattle...Hattie Staley went 
to David City to visit Carrie Williams Witzel 
New Year’s...Mr. and Mrs. Lee Schlentz 
said they didn’t have time to go touring because 
they had just finished a complete job of interior 
decorating their home... Sorry to report G. A. 
Foster has been confined to his home with a 
broken ankle...We are real proud of our 
L. C. Jenkins who is safety director for all 
Lincoln schools. He has trained Lincoln police- 
men in first aid and safety and over 300 firemen 
in first aid and safety. The Jenkinses had a 
most enjoyable Christmas entertaining their 
daughters and husbands, Janet from Santa 
Ana, California and Marlene from Dayton, 
Ohio...Mr. Van Lund had as his guest for 
Christmas his son from Covina, California... 
Mary Carrol spent a few days at Grant with 
her daughter, Mrs. Elmer Cooper...G. A. 
Foster and Jess Schellenberg spent Christmas 
Day together ...George Mann was installed as 
Generalissimo in Mt. Moriah Commandery 
No. 4 on December 12. George attended the 
Nebraska-Alabama game New Years Day at 
New Orleans and took an eight day tour in 
the South... Nellie Hunt had sad news from 
her eldest sister (86 years) who is in the Seattle 
hospital with a broken hip. 


Card of Thanks 


| would like to thank all of my friends of the 
Telephone Company for their cards, flowers, 
and telephone calls during my stay in the 

hospital. 
Bob Mertz 


Present at the Colon cutover was this quartet. Left to right are L. R. 
Cink, M. A. Lohmeier, Jack Mankamyer, and R. J. Connors. 
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SYRACUS 


If your answer is “‘yes” to these questions, you, too, have learned the secret of being a stronger and more valuable 


If you owned the Company, would you be more courteous to visitors and co 
And when you were on the job, would you make an extra effort to work safely and carefully, exploring every 


Or how about attendance? Would you be on the job daily, other than when prevented because of illness or some 


“Tl tell you,’ he replied. “It was a small trick I played on myself. I pretended th 


work habits and attitudes? After all, it’s not too farfetched an idea to consider yourself an owner. B 


time and talents on the job every day, you certainly have a big stake in our business. 
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A LEADER IN NEBRASKA 
First successful dial exchange 
First mobile telephone service 
First operator toll dialing 
First subscriber toll dialing 
First coast-to-coast toll dialing 
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Our Cover 


@ THIS MONTH of the year the 
earth begins to awake and many 
blossoming shrubs display their 
beauty. Combining beauty in the 
spring with utility later in the year 
is the apple tree. 

Our territory contains some of the 
finest orchards to be found in the 
country. These are located in the 
Nebraska City area and they are 
locally famous for their beauty as 
well as for the delicious apples they 
produce. Many Nebraskans make a 
special trip to see the spectacular 
trees in bloom. 

Our cover photo was taken at the 
Catron-Miyoshi orchard south of 
Nebraska City. 


Secretaries Recognized 


@ THE LAST full week in April, begin- 
ning on the 23rd and extending through 
the 29th, has been designated Secretaries 
Week by the National Secretaries Associ- 
ation (International). Purpose of the week 
is to bring recognition to secretaries for 
the role they play in business, industry, 
education, government and the profes- 
sions. Wednesday, April 26, will be high- 
lighted as Secretaries Day. 

Theme for the week is ‘‘Better Secre- 
taries Mean Better Business.”’ 

To all of the secretaries in LT&T we 
offer a tip of the editorial hat from the 
Telephone News. 


Pioneers Association Adds Two 


Recently added to the rolls of the Frank 
H. Woods Telephone Pioneer Association 
were Glen McCown and Hilda A. Fizgerald 
of Lincoln and Adele L. Ganzel of 
Nebraska City, all regular members. 
Bette McCown of Lincoln was added as 
an auxiliary member. 


Plant Department 
ACCIDENT REPORT 
Year Through January 
ON THE JOB 1967 1966 


Lost Time Accidents 
No Lost Time Accidents .... 


OFF THE JOB 
Lost Time Accidents 
No Lost Time Accidents.... 
MOTOR VEHICLE 
Our Fault 
Their Fault 
Unknown or Other 


Nh 


KOMMENTS 
BEN 


By Kenneth Clinefelter 


F WE WERE to go by the response 
to our request for pictures of bearded 

LT&T employees we would have to con- 
clude that there isn’t a single crop of 
centennial whiskers in all of LT&T’s 22 
counties. Nary a picture has been sent in. 

Of course we know that there are scads 
and oodles of beards—in all sizes, shapes, 
styles, colors and mixtures of colors. So 
many, in fact, that we have recoiled from 
the monumental task of catching the 
wearers of the chin foliage and photo- 
graphing them. 

Instead we put a request in the Swap 
Column for bearded telephone men to get 
somebody to snap a picture of their 
hirsute adornment and send it to the 
editor. 

Maybe nobody reads the Swap Column. 
So now the editor will find out if anybody 
reads his column. (It may be missing 
next month. And maybe the editor, too!) 

Anyway we really do want to publish 
some beard pictures. So badly that we 
will promise to make a great effort to 
return the snapshots to the owners. 

In connection with our State Centen- 
nial, we have been going over some of the 
old photos in our historical collection 
and have been amazed at the changes in 
styles of clothes. It is possible to pick 
the decade in which the picture was taken 
judging by the styles of clothes. 

Although it is sometimes said that men 
don’t have to worry about changes in 
clothes styles because theirs don’t vary, 
a glance at these old photos indicate that 
the gents’ attire has undergone a great 
deal of revising also. If by means of a 
Time Tunnel one were able to pluck a 
gentleman from the better part of a 
century ago and bring him to our midst, 
he’d look pretty much out of place. So 
would a fellow from 20 years ago. 

In the next few issues we expect to 
publish a quantity of these old time 
pictures. We hope that they are as inter- 
esting to you as they are to us. 


First operator in the first telephone 
exchange (New Haven, Conn., Jan 28, 
1878) was George W. Coy, a grown 
man. Then boys were tried. They said 
“Ahoy, Ahoy’’. They were rude to 
argumentative subscribers. Women 
operators were substituted later in 


1878. 


Health Care Program 


How To File a Claim 


INCE LAST September, LT&T em- 

ployees who so wish have been 
covered by a Health Care Program offered 
by Blue Cross-Blue Shield. It is a good 
program, covering a wide range of ex- 
penses which might be incurred in an 
illness or accident. 

But the procedure in submitting claims 
is quite different than previously used in 
the health insurance programs for our 
employees. 

One of the important things to remem- 
ber is that the program consists of two 
parts, (1) basic coverage and (2) major 
medical coverage. The methods of handl- 
ing claims under each are different. 

The basic plan coverage is primarily for 
hospital, surgical, and diagnostic labora- 
tory and X-ray costs. Major medical 
supplements benefits covered under the 
basic plan and also provides payment for 
many items not covered under the basic 
plan. Before you can collect benefits under 
your major medical coverage, you must 
have incurred out-of-pocket expenses of 
$100 in any membership year. This $100 
out-of-pocket expense is sometimes called 
a deductible or a corridor. 

Major medical will pay 80% of eligible 
expenses up to a maximum of $20,000 
for active employees. 


O OBTAIN the basic benefits, you 
should present to your doctor and 
the hospital your Blue Cross-Blue Shield 
identification card. The best time to do 
this is at your first contact with the doctor 
and upon admission to the hospital. 
You should also make sure that the 
pathologist and radiologist are informed 
of your coverage if you use their services. 
Many hospitals have separate departments 
for these services, with separate billing. 
You will receive from Blue Cross an 
itemized account of what expenses have 
been paid. If there is any remaining cost, 
the hospital or doctor will bill you for this. 
Most doctors have an automatic billing 
system. So it is possible that you might 
receive a full bill before Blue Cross has 
been able to process your claim and pay 
the eligible expenses. If the expenses 
remain unpaid for any extended period, 
you should check with the Personnel 
department. 


OUR INSURANCE covers you out- 
side of Nebraska as well as at home. 
This applies to vacationing active em- 
ployees as well as retirees who have moved 
to another state. In the case of active 
employees, you should remember that the 


@ HEALTH Care Program coverage 
for retired employees differs some- 
what from that provided for active 
employees. Retirees have what is 
known as Medicare Extended cover- 
age. 

An explanation of this health 
insurance plan will be carried in a 
later issue of The Telephone News. 


coverage is good in case of an accident 
while away from home. 

Some out-of-state doctors have been 
reluctant to file claims. However, the 
correct procedure is for them to file direct- 
ly with the Blue Cross-Blue Shield in 
Omaha, just as a Nebraska doctor would 
do. 

In the case of a small claim for emergen- 
cy treatment of a minor accident away 
from home, you may wish to pay on the 
spot. An example might be a cut which 
would require stitches. In cases such as 
these you should send the itemized receipt 
to Blue Cross-Blue Shield yourself. But 
only in the case of emergency out-patient 
care out-of-state would this be proper. 

The major medical portion of the Health 
Care Program is handled in a different 
manner. This claim is filed by the em- 
ployee himself. You should obtain a form 
from your supervisor and complete this, 
attaching itemized statements. A signature 
from your doctor is needed to complete 
this form, then it should be submitted 
directly to Blue Cross-Blue Shield at 
Omaha. 


N ITEMIZED bill is important. This 
should contain the name of the firm 

or doctor, date of bill, date the service 
was rendered, description of the service 
and its cost. A prescription bill should 
include the prescription number. Cash 


register receipts and “balance due”’ state- 
ments are not accepted. 

One feature of our Health Care Plan 
which is not common is a $75 per policy 
year allowance for diagnostic, X-ray and 
laboratory out-patient costs. Ours is one 
of the few plans to have this feature and 
many doctors are not familiar with it. You 
should be alert to this fact when receiving 
such treatment and inform your doctor. 

There is also a “Service Benefit” pro- 
vision to the Health Care Program. If you 
are eligible, participating physicians will 
accept as payment in full the medical and 
surgical payments provided by the plan. 
Qualifying for these benefits are unmarried 
employees with an income of $4,800 or 
less and married employees or those with 
dependents whose family income is $6,000 
or less. : 

You should bear in mind that it is up to 
the employee to notify his doctor that he 
is eligible for these Service Benefits. 


S EXPLAINED before, the basic 

coverage may not pay the full cost 

of medical services for you. You will then 

be responsible for the costs in excess of 
the amounts paid by the Plan. 

These expenses, that are in excess of 
the benefits provided under the basic plan, 
and other items such as prescriptions, 
out-patient care, office or home calls, 
home nursing service and private nursing 
service make up the out-of-pocket ex- 
penses which may count towards the $100 
‘deductible’? which you must reach before 
the major medical coverage takes over. 

This $100 deduction applies to any 
membership year. However, expenses in- 
curred in the last 90 days of a previous 
policy year may be used to satisfy the 
deduction of the next year. No more than 
three deductions on any one family are 
required in the case of family coverage. 

Major medical coverage provides up to 
$20,000 of coverage for active employees 
and $5,000 for retired employees. 

Additional information may be _ ob- 
tained by reading the booklet on your 
insurance program which you have been 
provided or by asking your supervisor. 


@ ELIGIBLE for coverage under 
the Health Care Program are em- 
ployees of two months service. There 
is a 30-day period allowed after an 
employee becomes eligible in which 
to apply for this insurance. 

The best way to handle the appli- 
cation, however, is to sign up for the 
insurance immediately upon becoming 
employed. The application card will 
be processed as soon as the two 
months waiting period is up. 

Those who failed to enroll in the 
Health Care Program within the 
sign-up period may enroll later only 


eo 


if they provide proof of insurability. 
In this case there is also a waiting 
period for certain types of coverage. 

Those going on Leave of Absence 
may continue to carry the insurance, 
but must pay the full premium cost 
during their leave. Those who leave 
the company for any reason may 
convert the insurance to an individual 
plan. 

Employees who are going on pen- 
sion may continue the insurance, but 
should complete a new application 
card about 30 days before retiring, 
for administrative purposes. 


New exchange building at Fairbury .. 
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Telephone men at Kenesaw... 


Repairing storm damage... 


Annual Report 
to Employees 


AST YEAR was a year of milestones and progress for 

LT&T. It brought many new developments in the 

business of providing telephone service for our customers and 
some changes directly affecting employees. 

High point of the year was the accomplishment of 100% dial 
operation for our Company. Other highlights include the rapid 
development and growth of the CATV subsidiary; bringing of 
mobile telephone service to five more communities; acquisition 
and subsequent plant improvement of the Kenesaw exchange; 
further progress towards 100% DDD availability in our ter- 
ritory; adoption of a new and larger “third generation’? 360 
computer; our first all-Company cable plowing; completion of 
the Lincoln to Kansas City microwave system; the first year of 
operation for All Call Dialing at Hastings; and the adoption 
of a Quality-Service-Safety program in the Plant department. 

Without question, the most outstanding milestone reached 
during 1966 was 100% dial operation, accomplished with the 
conversion of the Fairbury exchange. 


HIS ACHIEVEMENT came June 5, at 1:00 a.m. and 

marked the end of a 35-year program of bringing dial 
operation to all of our subscribers. The program started in 
1931 when the community of Seward was converted. 

But perhaps more significant was the rapid development of 
the Cable Antenna Television business. This may be an indica- 
tion of the future of successful independent telephone companies 
— providing a total communications service. 

LT&T formed a subsidiary cable television company in 
December of 1965. The year 1966 was a busy time for the new 
company. The company bought systems at Fairbury and York, 
Conrad Bastow was hired as manager, and applications for 
franchises were made in a number of communities within our 
territory. Before the year was out, a system was planned, built 
and put in operation at Superior and plans and construction 
were under way for others. Cable was being plowed in for the 
Tecumseh system and the Seward system was under construction. 


URING THE year, plans were announced for mobile 

telephone service to be installed at Geneva, York, 
Auburn and Nebraska City—a move which nearly blankets our 
territory with the in-car telephone service. 

Arrangements to purchase the Kenesaw Telephone Company 
were completed early in the year, and LT&T took over from 
the previous owners, Mrs. Ida Mae Weeks and her son, M. Craig 
Weeks. The exchange, which served about 339 customers in 
town and the rural area nearby, was immediately surveyed for 
needed plant improvements and before bad weather moved in a 
telephone crew was plowing in rural cable. 

Which touches on another first during the year for LT&T. 
The Company purchased the necessary equipment and set up 
a crew so that it can plow in its own exchange and rural under- 
ground cables. Up to now, all such work has been contracted. 

In spite of the fact that our Company reached 100% dial 
status in 1966, it does not yet provide full Direct Distance 
Dialing capabilities. Several exchanges still lack this service for 
our subscribers, but rapid progress was made towards the goal 
of making DDD universal in our Company. In July, Plattsmouth 
was converted to this service and toll centered into Nebraska 


City. Earlier in the year Louisville and Murray had been given 
DDD service. 


UCH WORK towards converting Tecumseh to DDD was 
done during the year. And work was started on an 
identical goal at Seward. 

Another significant step was the installation of an IBM “360” 
computer in the Data Processing Center. This is the third 
generation of computers to be used by the Company and 
brought to us a new capability for work and providing data. 

The year also saw completion of the Lincoln-Kansas City 
microwave system, a project carried out in cooperation with 
Southwestern Bell. LT&T has towers near’ Eagle, Nebraska 
City, Table Rock and Falls City and invested $730,000 in its 
share of the facility. The circuits went into use in October. 

1966 was also the first full year of use of the All Call Dialing 
system at Hastings, which actually went into service late in 1965. 
Customers at Hastings may dial their own person-to-person, 
collect, credit card, time and charges and other special calls as 
well as the more common station-to-station ““DDD.” 


ATE IN THE year the Plant department initiated a 
Quality-Service-Safety program, designed to improve the 
quality of our Plant work, the service we give our customers 
and our safety record. The plan, through carefully rating 
employees’ work, is designed to reflect credit on employees for 
good work and to effect improvement where needed. 

Not everything was progressive during 1966. For one thing, 
the telephone excise tax, which had been reduced from 10 to 3%, 
was early re-instated by the federal government. And Uncle 
Sam took a bigger bite for Social Security. The amount was 
raised to 4.2% of the first $6,600 of pay, where it had previously 
been 3.625% of the first $4,800. This was deducted from each 
employee’s pay and a matching amount paid by the Company. 

The weather was adverse at times, too. Most notable was a 
March storm which toppled over 450 poles, broke over 284 
toll and extended area service lines, and put over 340 rural 
lines out of service in the David City area. Crews were rushed 
to the scene and worked for days restoring service and 
repairing damage. 


OVING AWAY from the strictly business side of the 

picture, the year brought some other innovations which 
quite directly affected many of our employees. For several 
decades the Company has sponsored a wide variety of sports 
and recreational activities and tournaments. Last year added 
to this repertoire were two new ones—a twilight golf league 
and a trapshooting team, both in Lincoln. 

The Company’s suggestion program was improved during 
the past year with the minimum award raised from $10 to $20. 
Twenty-two of these awards were granted, ranging up to $40. 
Champ suggester for the year was E. P. Canarsky, who received 
three awards at three different times, for $25, $20 and $20. 
W.R. Knee and W. L. Gake each received two awards on 
two separate occasions, while Lucile Lane and C. L. Bauman 
both received two awards each, in both instances in the same 
month. Others receiving awards were Kenneth C. Byrne, D. D. 
Wieting, B. D. Livingston, M. O. Ifland, J. D. Ray, A. R. Stahly, 


D. F. Neeman, Darlene Ritter, Max Jenkins, L. R. Brown, 
L. T. Piper, R. A. Strauss and D. C. Enderle. 


N SEPTEMBER 1, a new Health Care program was put 
into force and at the same time a new carrier was obtained 

for the life insurance program of the Company. The Company 
provides $2,000 of life insurance for those taking part in the 
(Continued Page 6) 


Thumbnail Review 


REVENUES 


Operating revenue in 1966 was $20,387,000—an 
increase of $1,091,400 over the previous year. This 
is an increase in total revenues of 5.26%. But operating 
expenses were also up—to $12,240,479, an increase 
of 3.91% over the previous year. 

Net operating income was $4,160,805. 


PLANT 


Telephone plant in service at the end of 1966 was 
valued at $82,248,199, an increase of $5,018,910 
over the previous year. Put another way, there was 
$56,840 worth of plant in service for each employee 
of the Company. 


CONSTRUCTION 


Total gross construction for the year amounted to 

$8,350,698—an increase of 15.05% over 1965. 

Plant under construction at the end of the year was 
valued at $689,956. 


STATIONS 


LT&T gained 6,518 stations during the year, an 
increase of 3,246 over the gain of the previous year. 
At the end of the year there were 181,525 phones in 
service, all of them dial. Of these, 123,970 were main 
stations; 16,099 were private exchanges; and 41,456 
were extensions. 

Average plant in service for the year was $80,112,773 
and the average plant in service per average station 
was $452.93. 


TRAFFIC 


Toll revenues for 1966 were $8,568,476, which 
amounts to an increase of $799,871 or 10.30% over 
the previous year. Ten years ago, in 1957, toll revenues 
were $4,084,100. Last year total originating messages 
were 9,908,293, of which 4,149,837 were DDD. This is 
an increase of 907,612 or 10.1% over the previous year. 


EMPLOYEES 


At the end of the year there were 1,447 employees, 
of which 1,349 were full time and 98 part time. Annual 
payroll for 1966 was a huge $7,984,503. 


~~, Poin) 
i er oa - a Pt 


Half of the trapshooting team... 


Plowing our own rural cable... 
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The Year in Review 


(Continued from Page 5) 


program and employees may purchase additional insurance at 
the rate of 50 cents per $1,000 of coverage. 

A new type of Christmas observance was instituted last year. 
Instead of parties, a “Christmas Observance Day” was set and 
coffee, punch, cookies, nuts, apples and similar treats were pro- 
vided through a 24-hour period. The purpose was to reach more 
of the employees than had previously been possible to reach 
and to give all a chance to participate regardless of working 
hours. Traditional children’s Christmas parties were held 
throughout the territory. 

The year brought retirement on pension to 19 employees, 
who were honored in November at an annual “Retirement 
Party.”” The retirees were Rose Janda, B. J. Sievers, Myrtle 
Henline, Edith Mattson, Della Wilcox, Ricka Schenk, Frances 
Erwin, Irene Smalldon, Hilda Johanns, Helen Ofe, Vivian Dee, 
P. R. Winscot, Emilie Bleich, Hazel Neman, G. A. Foster, 
Marguerite Ienn, M. L. Hodge, G. M. Albury, and C. A. Eggerss. 


EVEN pensioned employees passed away during the year. 

They were Ray Baldwin, C. C. ‘‘Doug” Perryman, Thomas 

R. DeWolf, W. T. Haas, Martin Brockmeyer, W. H. **Hank”’ 

Ames, and Mollie McKnight. Also lost was former Personnel 
head, Walt Roberts, who wgs retired, but not on pension. 

Seven active employees were claimed by death during the 
year. They were L. W. Cleveland, Elizabeth Nichols, Terry 
Gillespie, Lumir Vosika, Louise K. Schmidt, Gladys Parker, 
and Ross Siske. 

There were a few feathers for the LT&T cap during the past 
year from the industry. One was the selection of former general 
manager and vice president John H. Agee to the Independent 
Telephone Pioneers Association Hall of Fame. Mr. Agee, who 
retired in 1948, started in the telephone business in 1904 and 
was with LT&T from 1926. He passed away in 1959. Our 
founder, the late Frank H. Woods, Sr., had been named to the 
Hall the previous year. 

Another feather was the selection of LT&T to host a tele- 
phone man from Korea, who is studying the industry in this 
country. Yong Jae Kim was with us for 10 weeks. 


TASK OF which we are proud was that of serving as 
co-host last year to the United States Independent Tele- 
phone Association seminar on public relations, at the Nebraska 
Center for Continuing Education. Central Telephone Com- 
pany, a subsidiary of Western Power and Gas, was the other 
co-host. Those attending had an opportunity to tour our general 
office and equipment building in Lincoln. 

Within the Company there were a number of organizational 
changes and promotions. Here are some of them: 

L. A. Connealy was named Controller, replacing B. J. 
Sievers, retired, and Jack Cherry was named Data Processing 
Center manager. Tyler Ryan became General Traffic superin- 
tendent and Personnel director, replacing the late Lloyd 
Cleveland, then later in the year became assistant vice president. 
W. D. Quinn was appointed General Commercial supervisor; 
Howard Spahnle was named Area Commercial supervisor; 
Charles Arnold became Field Commercial supervisor and D. B. 
Larsen, Sales supervisor. Rod Andrews was named Traffic 
supervisor. Dean Hobson was transferred to General Plant as 
Plant data programmer. Robert C. Humiston was promoted to 
wire chief at Beatrice, replacing M. L. Hodge, retired, and 
M. E. Joosten was named equipment foreman in that community. 

These were some of the highlights of the year for LT&T. 
For us it was a year of progress and of milestones; one of look- 
ing forward and planning for the future. 


Organizational Changes Announced 


R. K. Ghormley 


@ ORGANIZATIONAL changes affect- 
ing the Plant and Engineering departments 
of the Company have been announced by 
M. M. Hale, vice president. The shifts 
took place in February. 

R. K. Ghormley, Chief Engineer, has 
been named Chief Planning Engineer. 
M. C. Walker, General Plant Superin- 
tendent, has been named Chief Engineer 
in charge of Plant and Engineering depart- 
ments. B. A. Isaman, supervisor of Plan- 
ning, has been appointed Assistant Plan- 
ning Engineer. R. J. Connors, Plant 
supervisor, has been named Coordinating 
Plant supervisor. 

In announcing the changes, Mr. Hale 
pointed out that since the next 10 to 20 
years will be a period of tremendous 
growth, we must take steps now to provide 
for the communication requirements of the 
future. The Chief Planning Engineer will 
have the responsibility of advance plan- 
ning towards the implementation of new 


Fred's of Pioneer Stock 


@ NEBRASKA’S Centennial year has 
brought forth a bit of information about 
Fred Oeltjen of Data Processing. He is a 
direct descendent of the first couple to 
have been married in Nebraska. 


His great-grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. 
John S. Davenport were wed in August of 
1847—20 years before Nebraska became a 
state. They observed their Golden Wed- 
ding anniversary in 1897 and the event 
was covered in detail by the Hubbell news- 
paper. 

The pioneer couple were grandparents 
of Fred’s mother, whose maiden name 
was Davenport. Through them, Fred can 
trace his ancestry back to 1689 when his 
great-great-great-great grandfather landed 
at Salem, where he served as a Puritan 
preacher. A son of this ancester fought 
in the Revolutionary war. 


These facts came to Fred’s attention 
when the Hebron paper exhumed the ac- 
count of the golden wedding celebration 
and printed a story about the Nebraska 
pioneers. 


and highly technical communications 
services—some still in the early stages 
of development. 

Mr. Ghormley, who has been with 
LT&T since 1946, is a 1941 graduate of 
Kansas State College of Electrical Engi- 
neering and received a Masters degree in 
electrical engineering from the University 
of Nebraska in 1957. He was named Chief 
Engineer in 1959. He is a member of many 
professional engineering organizations and 
is active in civic affairs. 

Mr. Walker is a native of Beatrice, but 
began his telephone career in 1926 as a 
switchman in Lincoln. He went to 
Hastings in 1929 and became Hastings 
Wire Chief in 1939. In 1948 he returned to 
Lincoln as District Plant Manager and 
was named General Plant Superintendent 
in 1957. He also is active in a number of 
civic organizations. 

Mr. Isaman is a graduate of Hastings 
college and has been with LT&T since 


Clyde Boyles Dies 


@ CLYDE W. BOYLES, retired Con- 
struction foreman, passed away February 
24 in California. He had been retired since 
January 15, 1947. 


One of the old Bell telephone men, 
Clyde came to LT&T in 1912 with the 
merger of the Bell properties in South- 
eastern Nebraska with LT&T. He had 
started his tele- _ 
phone career in 
1905. 

He is first on 
the LT&T records 
as an inventory 
inspector. Later he 
became foreman in 
Lincoln and then 
district foreman in 
Hastings in 1916. 
He also held the 
titles of city fore- 
man and general 
foreman over the years. When he retired 
he was service foreman. 


Mr. Boyles was one of the pioneers of 
the industry, entering telephone work 
when equipment was tricky and tempera- 
mental and providing service and facilities 
was a battle of man against the elements. 


About a year before his retirement, Mr. 
Boyles’ health failed and he was on sick- 
ness disability for an extended period. 
However, retirement seemed to do him 
good and he regained his health to pass 
another 20 years in California. 


Funeral services took place Tuesday, 
February 28 at the Hodgman-Splain 
chapel in Lincoln. Interment was at Alvo. 
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1935. He was manager at Humboldt in 
1946, returned to the Engineering depart- 
ment at Lincoln in 1948 and was named 
Planning supervisor in 1959. He too, is 
active in civic organizations. 

Mr. Connors attended the University 
of Nebraska prior to coming to LT&T in 
1928. He became Wire Chief at Nebraska 
City in 1942, then returned to Lincoln 
as Assistant Wire Chief in 1949. In 1950 
he was promoted to Lincoln Wire Chief 
and in 1959 was named Plant supervisor. 


Rose Janda Dies 


@ DEATH CLAIMED Rose Janda, 
retired Plattsmouth operator on February 
15. She had been retired just two weeks 
short of a year when death struck unex- 
pectedly at her home in Plattsmouth. 

She started her telephone career in 
Plattsmouth Traffic in February of 1929 
and remained 
there until her re- 
tirement. Prior to 
coming to the 
Telephone Com- 
pany she had been 
a clerk in Platts- 
mouth, the com- 
munity of her birth 
and childhood. 

Over the years . 
she served in various operating capacities, 
including temporary and assistant chief 
operator positions. She became a service 
assistant in 1950 and remained in that 
job until her retirement. 

Funeral services took place Saturday, 
February 18 at the Holy Rosary church 
in Plattsmouth. Rosary was at 8 p.m. 
Friday, February 17 and burial was at Oak 
Hill Cemetery in Plattsmouth. 

A life-long resident of Plattsmouth, 
Rose was well known to the folks in that 
community and was highly regarded as a 
fine telephone employee. 
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Imagine the headscratching when 
it was found that an ordinary kitchen 
fork, firmly embedded in a _ lead 
sheathed aerial cable, was the cause 
of arecent service disruption in Illinois. 

How did it get there? Well, a 
number of thoughts have been offered, 
including the conjecture that perhaps 
a well-mannered squirrel had taken 
to devouring cable with a knife and 
fork. The most commonly accepted, 
however, is that a passing car or truck 
ran over the fork in just the right way 
to make it fly up and hit the cable. 

Any other suggestions? 

— Telephone Engineer & Management 
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Mr. Royce accepts his service emblem... 
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Miss Jones gets her service emblem... 


Mr. Lawson receives his service pin... 


F YOU WANT to get more done, 
how do you go about accomplishing 

this? Any efficiency expert can tell you 
that you eliminate wasted motion and 
wasted time; that you double up your 
actions, where possible, to - accomplish 
two tasks at the same time. 

For instance, at your home, if you have 
a riding type lawnmower, you might hitch 
a fertilizer spreader on behind and feed 
the lawn at the same time you cut it. 

In LT&T’s Data Processing Center the 
wizards of the electronic computers have 
accomplished something like this. They 
call it “‘Multi-Programming”’ and by 
means of it they set the big 360 IBM 
computer to work doing three things 
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concurrently. 


First operation to be multi-programmed 
was the toll rating. This is done every day 
to determine the rate for each long distance 
call made. Other operations are in the 
process of being added. 

In essence, the multi-programming takes 
advantage of waiting periods which the 
central processing unit of the computer 
encounters during any one operation. This 
happens because the computer’s work is 
broken down into a number of steps. 

The central processing unit (CPU), for 
example, tells the computer to read a tape 
and starts the tape moving. In the mean- 
time the CPU waits until the tape is read 
in. While the printer is printing the 


Four Employees 
Note 40 Years 


OUR TELEPHONE employees were recognized for 40 

years of service each at a luncheon on February 20 and it 

was one of the few times for the Company that so many were 
thus honored at one time. ; 

Clara M. Jones, Helen M. Pickard, K. L. Lawson and 
E. H. Royce each reached their 40th anniversaries during the 
month and a compromise date was selected for the customary 
luncheon. 

Serving as master of ceremonies for the event was Vice 
President M. M. Hale. Company President Thomas C. Woods, 
Jr., presented diamond-studded service anniversary emblems to 
the honorees. As is his custom, Mr. Hale turned to the early 
records of the employees to tell something about the beginning 
years of their employment. 

Miss Jones, who has a service date of February 23, 1927, 
first worked for the Company as a relief operator at Havelock 
in January 1923. She received the pay of a dollar a day. She 
resigned this position to ‘“‘move to Lincoln.’ But in December 
of 1927 she was again hired, this time as a bookkeeper at the 
rate of $55 a month and she has remained in the same depart- 
ment ever since. Her experience includes work under Bill Lemon, 
one of the early LT&T’ers who was then auditor. 

Miss Pickard started work February 14, 1927, also at the 
rate of $55 a month, but as a toll clerk in what was then known 
as the ‘‘auditor’s office’’—now the Controller’s section. Thus 
she also worked under Mr. Lemon. She has been in the depart- 
ment ever since, prompting the comment from Mr. Hale that 


it ““must be a pretty good place to work.” 

Mr. Lawson came to LT&T’s Commercial department on 
February 28, 1927, at the rate of $100 a month. Mr. Hale 
commented that he was responsible for the $100 starting pay 
for college graduates. When the vice president started to work 
for the department a couple of years before he had understood 
that he was to receive this rate, but his pay turned out to be 
$85. Jobs were hard to find and he decided not to register a 
complaint, but happened to mention the situation to a college 
friend. The friend was acquainted with W. E. Bell, then head 
of the department. The word was passed along and Mr. Bell 
established the $100 starting rate for college grads. 

Mr. Royce started his telephone career February 12, 1927, 
as a shopman in Lincoln Supply at $70 a month. Three months 
later this comment was recorded on his card: “‘Willing, quiet 
worker doing a good job washing and servicing cars in the 
garage.’ Subsequent entries in his record included, “Doing a 
good job shipping and packing,” “Doing first class job— 
capable of supervising others.” 

At the conclusion of the emblem presentation by Mr. Woods, 
Miss Jones declared, “I’ve enjoyed my years here. There have 
been a few times I was not happy, but it never lasted long. It 
has been a nice 40 years. I feel fortunate I knew Frank Woods 
and I’m grateful I’ve had a job I liked and people to help me 
with it.” 

Miss Pickard laughingly declared that Mr. Lawson had 
promised to make her “speech” for her. 

Mr. Lawson mentioned that his 40 years of continuous 
employment were interrupted by 12 hours when he was fired. 
It came about at a time when it was his job to lock up the 
business office at the close of the working day. He received 
orders to do this promptly at closing time and not to let anybody 
in. Mr. Lawson followed this order to the letter, and one 
evening ignored a rather angry man who was demanding to be 
admitted. The man turned out to be General Plant Superin- 
tendent Mark Caster, noted for his fiery temper. Mr. Caster 
called General Manager Agee and demanded that Lawson be 
fired—and he was. But after 12 hours he was re-instated to his job. 

Said Mr. Lawson of his employment with the Company, 
**They’ve been wonderful years. I can’t think of a finer company 
to work for than LT& T —they are a wonderful group of people.’ 
As an indication of our growth, he mentioned that the number 
of telephone stations has increased from 77,512 when he started 
to 182,000 at the present. 

Mr. Royce commented that his years with the Company 
“have been pleasant and interesting to say the least.” 

Attending the luncheon along with Company officers and 
officials were friends and co-workers of the honored employees. 


central unit again waits. While any of the 
components are in motion, the central 
processing unit is idle. 

As Jack Cherry, Data Processing Man- 
ager, puts it, “We use the waiting periods 
to run other programs.” These idle periods 
are “very minute, as we think of time, 
but almost an eternity as far as the com- 
puter is concerned,” he explained. 

To give an example, the card punching 
time of the computer is 300 cards per 
minute. Thus it takes 200 milliseconds to 
punch a card. It takes the central pro- 
cessing unit 49 milliseconds to instruct 
the card puncher and the central unit is 
then free for 151 milliseconds. Under 
multi-programming this time is used for 


other purposes— perhaps for reading tape 
or printing out lines. 

The computer is programmed to give 
precedence to the first job it is working on. 
It fits the second job into the vacant wait- 
ing time left over. If there is additional 
waiting time, it takes on work for the third 
job. 

Multi-programming does not double the 
work done by the computer in a given 
time, said Cherry, but it does increase it 
substantially. The method will make it 
possible for the Data Processing Center 
to keep apace of the constantly increasing 
quantity of data it is called upon to handle. 

To return to our analogy of the lawn- 
mower, just as it would be impossible for 
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you to mow two different lawns at the 
same time with the same mower, it is not 
possible for the computer to carry on two 
different card punching operations, for 
instance, at the same time, because it has 
only one card punch. 

But, as it is possible for the lawnmower 
to use its excess power to pull another 
piece of machinery while it is mowing, the 
computer can take on a different task, 
such as reading tape, using the central 
processing unit waiting time (or excess 
power) to accomplish this. 

This capability of the 360 computer 
is one of the reasons it was installed last 
year and it will bring new capacities for 
data handling work to our Company. 


This woodcut, reproduced from the Scientific 
American of March 31, 1877, shows Alexander 
Graham Bell lecturing to an audience at Salem, 
Massachusetts. Professor Bell demonstrated a 
telephone placed in the lecture hall and con- 
nected with another instrument at his laboratory 
in Boston, 14 miles away. 
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This is a reproduction of the first telephone 
directory, issued February 21, 1878. The original 
is in the possession of The Southern New 
England Telephone Company, and was issued 
for the use of subscribers to the first commercial 
telephone exchange in the world, opened in New 
Haven, Connecticut on January 28, 1878. 
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NE HUNDRED years ago last month 
Nebraska became a state. The word 

was quickly spread by the marvel of 
electricity over metal wires strung on 


Centennial 


a Single Telephone Rang 


Nebraska Achieved statehood 11 years before the first 
telephone exchange was established and decades 
prior to reliable long distance service, so news of the 
big event was spread by means of the telegraph 


But as Nebraska achieved statehood 
this was soon to change. In fact, the 
changes had already started. 


poles. But not a single telephone bell rang eee GROWTH and progress of Ne- 


with the news. The reason? There weren’t 
any telephones. 

Although some of the groundwork had 
been laid for telephonic communications, 
it would be nine years before a working 
telephone would be exhibited and 11 
before a telephone exchange would be put 
in operation—and that one was perhaps 
1,500 miles from Nebraska. 

The telephone is so much a part of the 
modern world that it is hard to imagine 
a society without it. Just how did those 
early Nebraskans get anything done? Well, 
there were messenger boys, probably lots 
of them. And of course things did not 
move so fast in those days. Remember, 
most work was done by muscle power— 
either human or animal. Life moved at 
a more leisurely pace. It had to. 


The words “pole” and “telephone” go 
together. This telephone pole yard was at 
Winfield, Kansas. The picture was taken in 1899. 
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braska, while not exactly coincident 
with the development of electric and 
electronic communications, is roughly 
parallel with it. 

Only a few years before Nebraska 
achieved the status of statehood, the sole 
means of communication in these parts 
were either by oral message delivered in 
person or by courier, or by some visual 
means—usually written. Of course early 
soldiers used the heliograph to flash 
sunrays by mirror in a primitive telegraph. 

In 1860 the Pony Express was born and 
was hailed as a real breakthrough in rapid 
communications. It was also extremely 
expensive. This was followed in about a 
year and a half by the arrival of the tele- 
graph in Nebraska—the first hint of what 
was to come to the state in the way of 
instant long distant communications in 
the following century. 

Even as Nebraskans pressed their case 
for statehood, experiments were being 
carried on in the electric production of 
tones at a distance. Prescott’s “The 
Electric Telephone” says that these took 
place as early as 1861. 


UT IT should be stated that these 

experiments only produced tones, 
not the variation of intensity as well as 
pitch and rhythm. 


It was 1874 when Bell invented a method 
of electric transmission by means of which 
the intensity as well as the other qualities 
of speech could be reproduced at a 
distance. 

He used a diaphram to control the 
electric waves. In 1876 he improved the 
device and in the summer of 1876 exhibited 
a working telephone at the Centennial 
Exhibition in Philadelphia. This was the 
occasion on which the startled Emperor 
Don Pedro of Brazil is said to have ex- 
claimed of the telephone, ‘“‘My word, it 
talks!” 

At first Bell used the telephone only in 
exhibits and public lectures. The invention 
earned its first money for him in this 
manner. But other possibilities were soon 
apparent and on January 28, 1878, the 
first telephone exchange opened for busi- 
ness at New Haven, Connecticut. 


VEN BEFORE this the telephone 

4 was put to business use, as a means 
of communicating between two points, 
although it was probably.regarded more 
as a toy than a tool in those early years. 
Bell’s invention first came to Nebraska 
in 1877 when Louis H. Korty, a railroad 
executive at Omaha, obtained a pair of 
instruments. A fellow railroader, J. J. 
Dickey, and he installed the two phones, 
one in Korty’s office in Omaha and the 
other in the Union Pacific transfer in 
Council Bluffs, across the Missouri river. 
The two men became partners, obtained 

a license from the new Bell Company and 
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Probably typical of the 1895 period is this central office switchboard, located at Winfield, 
Kansas. Notice the suspended mouthpieces and the magnetic ‘‘drops,”” used in place of lights. 


ees 
—~Sanas 


i 


he 
~~)» 


=? , 
al 


oy 


- 
~ 


‘ 
» 


t 

? “are 

| Pile > el ; 

ie eNO, een vibes a 
. ow SOMA Gay ee AEN AME Suttyt 


- - san . 


va ' a : af 4 = p 
in oe 


+ ; 
—— 


vis : 
meanones St of 
Be ee 


. 


pS 
\ 
~“ 


\ 


ah © 


A typical group of telephone people of 66 years or so ago. This is the Omaha Bell group, who 


posed in 1901 for a picture. The man with his hand to his chin is F. E. Behm, a former LT&T Plant 


superintendent. 


for a year offered to lease telephones in 
pairs for private lines in western Iowa 
and eastern Nebraska. Then, in 1879, they 
gained a third partner, S. H. H. Clark, 
president of U.P., and they organized the 
Omaha telephone exchange. 

Thus the beginning of the modern con- 
cept of telephone service came in July of 
1879 at Omaha. 

The previous year a telephone line was 
constructed in Lincoln from the railroad 
depot to the Western Union office. Other 
private line telephones appeared in the 
Capital City during the next year or so. 
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T WAS 13 years after Nebraska 
achieved statehood that Lincoln got 
a telephone exchange. It was April 26, 
1880 that this new service went into use. 
The exchange was open until 9 o’clock 
each night and the manager, Clarence L. 
Judson, announced that soon there would 
be 24-hour service. 

The fledgling telephone business de- 
veloped as it acquired age. In 1882 The 
Nebraska Telephone Company was. in- 
corporated with two exchanges, at Lincoln 
and Omaha. Later exchanges were added 
at Beatrice, Plattsmouth, Fremont, Grand 

(Continued Page 12) 


Not a Phone Rang 


(Continued from Page 11) 


Island, Columbus and Kearney and so 
were some toll lines. In 1883 long distance 
connections were possible between Omaha, 
Lincoln, Plattsmouth, Fremont, Crete, 
Beatrice, Blair and Arlington, with about 
1,000 telephones in all of these combined 
communities. 

First central office in Lincoln was 
located in the Holmes Block on the west 
side of 11th Street between O and N. The 
switchboard was the Williams or crossbar 
type. There were 50 lines on the board, 
including the operator’s station. As the ex- 
change grew, other boards were added, 
with some of the bars on each board re- 
served for interconnection. 


EXT CENTRAL office in Lincoln 
was on the second floor of the Union 
Block on the northeast corner of 10th and 
O Streets. Then, in 1887, the exchange was 
moved to the Richards Block at 1lth and O 
Streets, where it inherited an outgrown 
Gilliland switchboard from Omaha. This 
board featured spring jacks and cords of 
the type still seen today. 

Final location for the Bell system in 
Lincoln was the building at 130 South 
13th, occupied in 1896 and used until 
shortly after the merger with LT&T in 
1912. This 13th Street exchange had 
multiple board positions so that it was 
no longer necessary to shout across the 
room to another operator to complete 
a local call. 

So it was that almost coincident with 
the development of the state of Nebraska 
was the electrical transmission of messages 
in the state. As our government and com- 
merce have matured, so has the communi- 
cations industry, both growing into so- 
phistication and complexity. 


Alexander Graham Bell is shown at the 
New York end of a circuit linking that city with 
Chicago. The line was opened in 1892 as a part 
of the ceremonies incidental to the Columbian 
Exposition. 


Northwestern Bell Construction employees are shown in this picture, taken sometime in the 
1900-1903 period. Location of the exchange is not known. Driver of the single rig is William 
Cunningham and driver of the bay team is Wellington D. Butler. 
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Taken in 1893, this photo shows the Hastings telephone central office when it had fewer than 
150 phones. Left to right in the picture are Celia Cleland, Hattie Lain, George Leach, and 
Sherman Knee. 
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From 
Ox Team 


to 
Tel-Star 


by 
Kenetha T. Merrill 


Grandma Stone was looking out of the 
living-room window over the leafless tree- 
tops to the blond walls of The House of 
Yesterday. ‘““Grandpa.”’ she said, “I think 
Hastings is a nice town to live in. J don’t 
like Jean’s children growing up in New 
York City without knowing anything 
about Nebraska or their prairie back- 
ground. Let’s ask them to come visit us 
this summer to help us celebrate the Ne- 
braska Centennial.” 


‘““Go ahead. We can send them plane 
tickets to come on Bob’s vacation. Tell 
them to come in August when the big 
doings are on.” 


‘Little John is big enough now to take 
an interest in pioneer things. We can take 
the children to see The House of Yester- 
day. Back to ox-team days. My grand- 
father told me of driving an ox-team from 
Nebraska City to Scottsbluff with a load 
of supplies and mail for Roubideaux’ trad- 
ing post. It took him a month.” 


Grandpa Stone chuckled. “Now we 
drive it in one-thirtieth of that time. But 
you aren’t the only one with pioneer fore- 
bears. My Great Uncle Will told me of 
riding the pony express from about where 
Fairbury is now to about where Hebron 
is. I think one station was named Rock 
Creek. One time he mistook some Sioux 
scouts for friendly Pawnees until almost 
too late. He had to ride for it, that time. 
That was one of the last runs before the 
telegraph took over.”’ 


“But Grandpa, what about your own 
father? Wasnt he a telegraph operator 


ABOUT THE AUTHOR: 


Mrs. Merrill prepared this story about 
communications as part of an exercise 
in connection with a course in maga- 
zine writing she took at the University 
of Nebraska. She chose the historical 
flavor because of Nebraska’s Centen- 
nial this year and picked communi- 
cations because of a personal interest 
in it. 

From 1917 to 1919 Mrs. Merrill— 
then Miss Thomas—worked as a tele- 
phone operator, on the old “B” board. 
She thus absorbed much of the tra- 
ditional interest in service that tele- 
phone operators have. 

This is not Mrs. Merrill's first venture 
into print. During the 1930's she had 
several stories published, including a 
historical novel in 1937. We consider 
ourselves fortunate to be able_ to 
publish her fictionalized piece on 
communications. 
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back there somewhere?”’ 

‘“‘That was a lot later. He was on duty 
right here in Hastings when the word came 
of the sinking of the Maine. His younger 
brother served in the Philippines under the 
first McArthur.” 


Grandma nodded. “‘I guess people really 
got upset about the Maine. Nowadays, 
with news of wars here and there all the 
time—”’. 

Grandpa took a turn around the room. 
“It wasn’t too long after that that tele- 
phones came to the prairies. My elder 
sister was one of the first lady telephone 
operators in Nebraska. She was still a hello 
girl in 1918 when the news of the Armistice 
that ended War I came through. They ran 
out into the streets and formed chains and 
did snake-dances—”’ 


Grandpa stroked his back hair. “It 
wasn’t too long after that that my brother 
and I built a cat’s whisker radio set and 
got ball-games and political campaigns 
for us and the neighbors.” 


“Do you suppose Jean’s Bob will get 
to talk to his brother in Vietnam for 
Christmas?” 


“Why don’t you phone her and find 
out? Tell her I'll take Johnny and Sue to 
all the doings in the Centennial Cavalcade 
and to the Adams County Fair if she’ll 
bring the children and come in the middle 
of August. 


‘“‘After all, Hastings is one of the first 
towns in the state to have Person-to Person 
Collect and Special dialing. However you 
don’t need to make it collect.” 


Mrs. Merrill 
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Pow! and Nancy Herstein serves a hot one to the opposing team during a volleyball match by 


They may not be the highest scorers in their league, but we challenge any company to come 
forth with a prettier group of girls than we have on the two Lincoln volleyball teams. Left to 
right, back row are JoAnn Johnson, Kathy Hartman, Darlene Timm, Sandy Freeman, Jan Elrod, 
Nancy Herstein, Clara Edwards, Mary Kay Basinger, and Carol Donnelson. Front row: Gary 
Busch, coach of Team 2, Pam Rutt, Pam Markel, Ginger Hobbs, Rose Budler, Margaret Helget, 


Pat Spacek, and Don Brunk, coach of Team 1. 


Two Volleyball Teams Compete 


@ THEY WEREN’T the best in the 
league, but two teams of Lincoln telephone 
girls had a good time playing volleyball 
through the season. There was sufficient 
participation to form two teams, both in 
the Class B2 of the city league. 

As the season closed, the Telephone 
Team No. | was listed in seventh place and 
the Telephone Team No. 2 in eighth. Both 
had two. wins and six losses. 

Coach of Team No. 1 was Don Brunk. 
On his roster were Pam Rutt, Pat Spacek, 
Margaret Helget, Nancy Atkins, Rose 
Budler, Pam Markel, Ginger Hobbs, and 
Pat Heidenreich. 

Coach of Team No. 2 was Gary Busch. 
On his roster were JoAnn Johnson, Kathy 
Hartman, Darlene Timm, Sandy Freeman, 
Jan Elrod, Nancy Herstein, Clara Edwards, 
Mary Kay Basinger, Carol Donnelson, 
Barb Guenther, and Carol DeLong. 


Hawaiians Sell 154 Sets 


Two Hawaiian Telephone Company 
men sold 154 color sets in a single trans- 
action, reports The Exchange, employees 
publication of that company. 

Winston Goo and Al Acopan were 
changing 154 instruments at Queen’s 
Hospital to telephones with dial to permit 
direct dialing by patients. The orders 
called for black instruments. 


When the two men proposed instru- 
ments in color, the hospital management 
agreed and changed the order to 154 beige 
phones. Among other reasons, Goo and 
Acopan pointed out that color instruments 
would be more cheerful. 


It was the biggest sale of the year. Up 
to then, the two men had sold 20 color 
items between them. 
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@ WHEN MAX Walker, Chief 
Engineer in charge of Plant and 
Engineering departments, issues an 
order it is carried out to the letter. 

Some time ago Walker issued a 
notice to the Plant department 
regarding the securing of our build- 
ings. Among other things, the order 
directed that ‘‘On Saturdays, Sun- 
days, Holidays, and outside of regu- 
lar scheduled work hours, all entrance 
doors to these two buildings (garage 
and warehouse) will be locked... 
In the Warehouse Building, all doors 
leading to the Office, General Repair 
Shop, and Storeroom, will be locked 
during periods when these areas are 
not open for regular scheduled work 
periods...”’ 

How well these orders are followed 
came to his attention one recent 
Saturday. Walker had reason to 
confer with Ernie Royce, supervisor 
of supplies and Art Holcomb, Con- 
struction supervisor. Both men were 
at the warehouse building that 
morning. So Walker arranged to 
meet them there. 

His timing was poor. The two 
supervisors had just left the building 
for acup of coffee when Max arrived. 
The Chief Engineer rang the bell at 
the back door in the approved 
manner and was admitted by a tele- 
phone man on duty, who recognized 
him. 


The Building Was Secure 


Walker then strolled through 
the clubroom towards the front 
hallway, letting the clubroom door 
swing closed behind him when he 
entered the stairwell. He mounted 
the steps and discovered there was 
not a soul in the office portion of 
the building! 


Not knowing that the supervisors 
had left only briefly, Max began 
to sweat. His retreat was cut off 
by the clubroom door, which had 
locked itself as he let it close behind 
him. The only way to open this door 
from the hall is by a dial combination 
—which Walker doesn’t know. The 
door to the outside requires a key 
to unlock it from either inside or 
outside. Max didn’t have one. 


And, as prescribed in his instruc- 
tion, every single office door in the 
place was tightly locked! 


Max raised his ample voice, but 
to no avail. The warehouse em- 
ployees were too far away to hear 
him. Then he discovered one door 
was unlocked—the door to the ladies’ 
rest room. He timidly knocked, then 
increased in boldness and entered. 
There in the lounge was a telephone 
and he quickly put it to use to effect 
a rescue. 

It was a greatly relieved Chief 


Who finally met with Royce and 
Holcomb for their conference. 


Suggestion Awards Granted 


@TWO SUGGESTION awards 
were made in February by the 
Suggestion Committee, both for 
$20. Winners were Mrs. Sandra 
Freeman and Mrs. Winona K. 
Stephenson. 

Mrs. Freeman’s suggestion con- 
cerned an incentive plan in Traffic 
Unit I. Said Mrs. Freeman, “The 
Operators in Traffic Unit I need 
something to give them more in- 
centive to answer and complete more 
calls.” Her idea concerned a plan 
to provide individual recognition 
to girls for good work performance. 


The cost of fires in the United 
States exceeded $1.76 billion last 
year, National Fire Protection As- 
sociation figures show. 

Cost of motor-vehicle accidents 
for the first 10 months of 1966 were 


estimated at about $7.8 billion. 
— Traffic Safety 


Mrs. Stephenson’s suggestion con- 
cerned reversing the lights on posi- 
tions 31 and 71 in Traffic Unit I. 
She said, “J submit the following 
suggestion, that when a long dist- 
ance operator leaves word on 3] 
and 71 calls they leave just the 
Opposite operator number that they 
are now leaving. Change the lights 
so 31 calls will be received on 
positions 17 and 18 and the 71 calls 
received on positions 53 and 54. 
Therefore 31 calls will come in on 
the same side of the room as position 
31 and 71 calls on the same side as 
position 71. It is confusing, especial- 
ly to new students, when told to 
leave word and they find it hard 
to figure out why they’d leave oper- 
ator 31 number when position 3] js 
across the room.” 

As in all suggestion awards, the 
recipients received the full $20 
because the Company pays the tax 
for them. 
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The free throw was good and LT&T’s basketball team racked up another point. The LT&T’ers 
are the “skins” or fellows without shirts. 
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Pictured together are eight-tenths of the Lincoln men’s basketball team. Left to right, back row, 
are Paul Hartshorn, Frank Hilsabeck, Rich Hill, Dale Weber and Jim Bryant. in the front are 
Larry Willet, Dwane Wissel and Jerry Hutchison. Not pictured are Dave Birkel and Arch Harvey. 


Carl Bender blossomed forth on Centennial Bob Turner and Constance Kinslow showed 
Day March 1 in working cowboy’s attire, which up for work in these togs on March 1, 
quickly earned him the nickname of ‘’Festus.” Nebraska’s Centennial Day. Hence it was 
Giving him a tolerant smile is Dorothy Long. appropriate to pose them with a switchboard 
. ’ of approximate vintage to go with their clothes. 
The board is in the Company’s historical col- 
lection. 
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Mina Jorgensen 
Lincoln 
40 Years 


Chris Lyberis 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


Betty L. Magee 
Hastings 
15 Years 
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R. H. Greb 
Lincoln 
15 Years 


a 1’ / 


: } 
ee ee 


Vivian Kinghorn 
Lincoln 
40 Years 


Tecumseh 
20 Years 


L. A. Connealy 
Lincoln 
15 Years 


M. O. Ifland 
Lincoln 
15 Years 
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W. W. Harrington 


5 
f. 


TE, 
_— 
a 
i 


Cleo Hartman A. E. Stansbury 
Lincoln Lincoln 
25 Years 25 Years 


Laura Baker R. C. Hawkins 
Lincoln Lincoln 
20 Years 20 Years 


Service Anniversaries 


MARCH 


49 YEARS L. G. Saunders, Lincoln 


40 YEARS Mina V. Jorgensen, Vivian W. 
Kinghorn, Lincoln 


37 YEARS Alice M. Peters, Lincoln 
36 YEARS L. T. Piper, York 


33 YEARS J. H. Roland, Beatrice; W. F. 
Grant, Lincoln 


28 YEARS Opal M. Allison, Juanita M. 
Schleif, Lincoln 


26 YEARS Dea I. Hays, Dorothea C. 
Heckman, Lincoln 


25 YEARS Cleo A. Hartman, A. E. Stans- 
bury, Lincoln 


24 YEARS Annabelle I. Stocker, Lincoln 
23 YEARS Anna K. Menninga, Beatrice 
21 YEARS Kathryn I. Widick, Beatrice: 


? 


R. M. Hromadka, Hastings; Bertha Andersen, 
Betty I. Beebe, M. F. Jenkins, Lincoln 


20 YEARS Laura J. Baker, R. C. Hawkins, 
Chris Lyberis, Lincoln; W. W. Harrington, 
Tecumseh 


19 YEARS Ruth A. Corter, Mary M. 
Goracke, Beatrice; Eunice M. Bayliff, H. W. 
Robinette, V. P. Spears, Betty J. Steele, 
Lincoln; Elaine L. Teten, Nebraska City 


18 YEARS G. W. Heikes, Beatrice; J. A. 
Krhounek, Deloris M. Stengel, K. E. Versaw, 
D. E. Williams, Lincoln 


R. N. McDowell 
Lincoln Seward 


D. M. Bollman 


15 Years 15 Years 


16 


16 YEARS Dorothy E. Appleman, F. H. 
Arvanette, J. F. Drake, L. J. Powell, Lincoln; 
D. L. McCoy, Tecumseh 


15 YEARS Betty L. Magee, Hastings; L. A. 
Connealy, R. H. Greb, M. O. Ifland, R. N. 
McDowell, Lincoln; D. M. Bollman, Seward 


14 YEARS June D. Schessler, Lincoln; Lois 
Seybert, Nebraska City; L. D. Keedy, Tecumseh 


13 YEARS R.E. King, Lincoln 
12 YEARS D. R. Nielsen, Lincoln 


11 YEARS W. J. Dalton, R. D. Hoffman, 
L. A. Scott, Darlene M. Timm, Lincoln; R. L. 
Smith, Nebraska City 


10 YEARS D.C. Mulhallen, R. A. Shelton, 
Lincoln 


9 YEARS A.E. Warholoski, Jr., David City; 
L. G. Davis, Mary J. McClellan, P. A. Miller, 
Lincoln. 


8 YEARS P. L. Bohl, David City; G. E. 
Ball, Mary J. Lindquist, Velma F. Schaaf, 
Margaret E. Wurm, Lincoln 


7 YEARS Nancy K. Brown, June A. Burkey, 
W. E. Nuttleman, Lincoln 


6 YEARS Lois J. Seymour, F. L. Wiemann, 
Lincoln 


5 YEARS Clarice A. Riege, Marie L. 
Rowell, Lincoln 
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R. A. Shelton 


D. C. Muthallen 
Lincoln Lincoln 
10 Years 10 Years 


Savings Bond Quiz 


Question: Could the co-owner of an E or 


H Bond redeem the bond in the event 
of my illness or inability to get to the 
bank? 

Answer: Yes, provided the co-owner had 
possession of the bond. Either registered 
co-owner may cash a U. S. Savings 
Bond without the permission of the 
other. In the case of an H Bond, how- 
ever, it would be necessary for the bank 
to forward it to a Federal Reserve Bank 
or branch, or the office of the Treasurer 
of the United States, and one full 
calendar month’s written notice is 
required. 


Question: What is the tax advantage, if 
any, in buying U. S. Savings Bonds? 

Answer: The advantage lies first in the 
fact that Savings Bonds are exempt from 
state and local income taxes; second, 
that interest on Series E Bonds need 
not be reported for Federal income tax 
purposes until the bonds are redeemed. 
And when E Bonds are exchanged for 
H Bonds, tax on the accrued interest 
may continue to be deferred until the 
H Bonds are redeemed or reach final 
maturity. 


Question: Should I cash in the E Bonds 
I bought back in the ’40s and buy the 
ones offered today at a higher rate of 
interest? 

Answer: No—for two reasons. First, when 
last the interest rate was raised on new 
bonds, improvements were also made 
in the older bonds for their remaining 
life, which means that they are now 
earning at a comparable rate. Second, 
if you cashed in your bonds, their ac- 
crued interest would immediately be 
subject to Federal income tax. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Welden Duer of York an- 
nounce the arrival of an infant, Mark Welden, 
into their home. Mark was born December 
31, 1966. He joines a sister, Katherine, who 
is seven. Mr. Duer is Wire Chief at York. 


The jet age has finally caught up 
with the FCC’s Uniform System of 
Accounts for Telephone Companies. 
The Commission recently asked com- 
munications carriers to suggest 
changes for updating the wording in 

_ the regulation. 

Some of the suggested changes 
were to delete references to stables, 
draft animals, harnesses, feed and 
camp wagons ...and to add, natural- 
‘ly, parking fees. 


Telephone Engineer & Management 


New Cnyplayees 


Accounting 


Marie E. Haught...... Mach, Qn cs xags ants 2-27 
Engineering 
Linda J. Marshall ..... Stenographer........ 2-15 
Marilyn S. Zimmer ....Stenographer........ 2-15 
General Commercial 
“Sharon K. Burling ... Secretary ........... 2-6 
F. W. Schroeder ...... Salesman, T.T.l. .....1-3 


Title Changes 
Promotions, 
Transfers, 


R. R. Steward 


E. P. Canarsky 


Accounting 
Ilga Bergmanis, machine operator to ad- 
vanced clerical 
Beverly J. Smith, operator, Lincoln to 
machine operator 


Engineering 
E. J. Paulsen, engineering assistant to engineer 


R. R. Steward, engineering assistant to engi- 
neer 


Plant 


Denise M. Baker, operator Lincoln to 
stenographer, Supply 

Nancy K. Brown, stenographer to secretary, 
General Plant 

E. P. Canarsky, switchman to _ installer- 
repairman, PBX 

L. D. Grant, splicer to combinationman, 
General Plant 

K. L. Hanson, Jr., groundman to splicer’s 
helper, Lincoln Constr. 

R. R. Johnson, Jr., Beatrice to Lincoln 

Mabel M. Lipskey, secretary to senior 
secretary, General Plant 

D. W. Splitt, splicer’s helper to combination- 
man, General Plant 

R. E. Swails, groundman to lineman, York 
Constr. 

H. H. Thober, garage mechanic to garage 
foreman 


Traffic 


Clara E. Costello, Tecumseh to Nebraska 
City 
Bessie R. Lofgren, Tecumseh to Beatrice 
Laura R. Holman, Tecumseh to Lincoln 
Margaret H. Medina, Lincoln to Beatrice 
Vera E. Norvell, Tecumseh to Beatrice 
Marjorie K. Specht, Beatrice to Lincoln 
Mildred M. Taylor, Tecumseh to Nebraska 
City 7 
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Plant 

T.- Ly estetlers. is scan Gdman., Genl. Plant . 2-27 
R. J. Hultgren ........ Gdman., Genl. Plant . 2-27 
BP. Michels. « 44c¢scis Gdman., Lincoln 

CONST iascoanen: 2-27 
M. O. Vorderstrasse ... Gdman., Lincoln 

CONSE 3 <10 aed iws 2-13 

Traffic 
Kathleen M. Brown ...Opr., Lincoln ........ 2-13 
Susan D. Breeling..... Opr., P.T., Lincoln. ...2-7 
Mary L. Burkey....... Opr., P.T., Lincoln....2-7 
Marty Cr BUS seseas Opn; LARCONA iin bas 2-14 
Sandra S. Colin....... Opr., P.T., Lincoln... .2-7 
Cheryl L. Dietrich ..... Opt; LAGOIN «< os 54 2-20 
Shirley L. Eihusen..... Opr.. LINGOIN ss 6s«5%: 2-20 
Patricia A. Frakes..... Opr., Lincoln ........ 2-14 
Cheryl M. Hamilton ...Opr., Lincoln ........ 2-14 
Josephine L. Hamilton. Opr., Nebraska City ..2-27 
Barbara L. Hoschette..Opr., Lincoln........ 2-13 
“Barbara A. Howat ...Opr., Lincoln ........ 2-14 
Karen S. AGnt sc 4x ess Opr., Nebraska City ..2-27 
Janelle Johnson ...... Upte,. LINCO 4.55450 2-13 
Sharon L. Johnson....Opr., Lincoln ........ 2-27 
Kathleen C. Kelly ..... Opt; LINGO cis sss 2-20 
Bonita J. King........ Oph: LINGO a2 eats 2-27 
Sydney D. Kolb....... Opr;, LINGoln i s.oc00cs 2-27 
Jeanie M. Lyons...... Opt. EANGOM 2.0022’. 4 2-27 
Karen A. Metz........ Opr., P.T., Lincoln... .2-7 
Sandra M. Nichols ....Opr., P.T., Lincoln... .2-7 
Margene K. Oltman...Opr., Beatrice ....... 2-20 
Karen S. Schamp..... Opr., P.T., Lincoln. ...2-7 
Sherry M. Spanjer..... Opr., LInGolt <c622.<5 2-27 
Margo E. Titterington.. Opr., Lincoln ........ 2-27 
Susan K. Willey....... Oo; LINCO 2s aie x’ 2-7 
*“Re-employed 
Headlines 


A. E. “Gus” Warholoski was winner of the 
all-events in the Pawnee City bowling tourna- 
ment. He was pictured in the Banner-Press ... 
Jim Bauer, Superior achieved attention in 
the press when he surged into the lead of the 
American Legion bowling tournament... 
Lloyd Oglesby is a carryover director of the 
YMCA at Beatrice...Mr. and Mrs. Roy 
Rogers (retired) observed their 60th wedding 
anniversary February 17 with their five 
children on hand for the occasion. They were 
married in 1907 in Missouri...Jim Bauer 
of Superior was the head scorer of the Class 
C-13 district basketball tournament... Bob 
Culver, Nebraska City, was pictured in the 
News-Press when the Lions club presented a 
$500 check to the Otoe County Rescue 
Service. Bob is secretary of the Lions... Ed 
Flowerday, was pictured in the Hastings 
Tribune with a group of men representing 
various Hastings firms whose employees 
made sizeable contributions to the Com- 
munity Chest...Boyd Imler, Superior, was 
pictured in the Superior Express with the 
Superior Chamber of Commerce directors... 
Clara Mae Chambers, Superior, is outgoing 
Worthy Matron of the Order of Eastern 
Star...Don Rutledge, Seward, has been 
elected a director of the Chamber of Com- 
merce...George Eggleston is a member 
of the Auburn Planning Commission... 


The Areas 


Auburn Area 
by Dorothy Biggerstaff 


Mike Carr’s sister and brother-in-law of 
Independence, Missouri, visited the Carr home 
a recent weekend... George Eggleston returned 
to the job after three weeks of rest, sun and 
golf...Floyd Tibbles attended the Leich 
40/80 PABX school in Lincoln... Mike Carr 
is assisting Mrs. Lloyd Hoffart training Boy 
Scout Troop 321 in a junior first aid course. 
The boys also had a lesson on mouth-to-mouth 
resuscitation, using the Telephone Company’s 
dummy, Rususci Annie. Mike reports a great 
deal of interest on the part of the boys in this 
program. Emmalee DeJonge has been elected 
secretary of the Humboldt Development 
Corporation for 1967. Mrs. DeJonge is also a 
director of the corporation. 


Fairbury Area 
by Lois Godfrey 


Mandane Reid, Ricka Schenk and Frances 
Erwin attended the Ice Capades in Lincoln 
and visited former Fairburians Mary Jackson, 
Annabelle Stocker, Vera Sweetser and Jeanne 
Lytton... Velda Wagner and husband spent 
a weekend in North Platte at an American 
Legion State Bowling Tournament. Her 
husband bowled... Yours Truly and husband 
enjoyed a weekend visiting in Wichita, Kansas. 
... Larry Grant and D. W. Splitt are assisting 
with the CATV local operation... Fred 
Schroeder, CATV salesman, was in Fairbury 
a few days in February...N. D. Folkers 
bowled 703 in the singles at a bowling tourna- 
ment in Beatrice for third place. He had eleven 
straight strikes—only in two games... 


Hastings Traffic 
by Celeste Bunde 


Carol Wall spent her vacation in Davenport 
with her family. She also spent it with her 
fiancee, visiting his relatives in Altoona, 
Kansas, and Tulsa, Oklahoma... Donna Giese 
stayed at home on her vacation, but the week- 
end before her vacation she and her husband 
went to Denver...Offices missed in _ last 
month’s Tel Stars are Marie Pearson, who is 
clerk of the First Baptist church at Hastings, 
and Clara Chambers, who is past Worthy 
Matron of the Eastern Star in Superior. 


Hebron Exchange 
by Fern Pool 


The Hebron office is taking REA trouble 
now. The latter part of January a man entered 
the telephone office and said that he had some 
trouble to report. The office girl asked for 
his telephone number, which he gave her. Then 
he went on to say that when he turned the 
washer and dryer on that the switch on the 
pole outside would come down and shut every- 
thing off. The office girl asked, ‘““You’re looking 
for the REA office aren’t you?” He said, “I 
guess I am,” and walked out of the office. We 
hope he found the right place to take his 


AROUND 


THE CIRCUIT 


On the exact day of her 40th anniversary of 
employment by LT&T, March 1, Mina Jorgensen 
was named “Secretary of the Day” by a Lincoln 
radio station. As such, she received a pretty 
corsage, two tickets to a theater, and dinner 
for two at a fancy hotel. Mrs. Jorgensen is 
secretary to Chief Engineer Max Walker. 


trouble...The other day the telephone rang 
and a party on the line asked if our boys could 
come out to the farm and string wire from the 
house to the barn so they could put up a light. 
She was told that she would want the REA 
office...Kurt Saathoff, son of Harold 
Saathoff, played in the junior high basketball 
game February 16. Hebron won, which made 
father Harold very happy... The Construction 
workers in Hebron have been feeling the cold. 
One day the boys ate frozen sandwiches!... 
Rex Montgomery is thinking that spring is 
right around the corner. The weekend of the 
18th of February, Rex mounted his camper 
on the pickup truck so the first nice weekend 
that comes along we will be expecting to see 
the Montgomery family on their way to places 
unknown...In February the “flu bug bit a 
few of our employees. 


“We still have time to attend 
the dance recital, Mother. The 
‘Yellow Pages’ lists a cleaning 
establishment of some renown 
right on our route.” 


This cartoon will appear in Televiews 
during the month of April. 
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Nebraska City Area 
by Betty Christensen 


Those attending the boat show in Omaha 
were Dorothy Everett and family, Evelyn 
Denson and family, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 
Ganzel, Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Bossung and 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Seybert... Jerry Kober- 
stein completed a two week course in Type 40 
board equipment in Lincoln...Mr. Culver 
is attending Human Relations school once a 
week in Lincoln...A coffee was held for 
Mrs. Menke in the lounge room. She was 
transferred to Lincoln... Vacationers have 
been Luella House, Hattie Martin and Sharon 
Jewell. Sharon’s baby was on the sick list but 
she reports everything is O. K. now... We 
gals are all envious of Mr. Culver who lost 
28 pounds and says it wasn’t difficult. Some 
people have all the “‘luck.’”’ Or could it be 
“will power’... We have to look twice these 
days to be sure we don’t make a mistake in 
identifying our combinationmen. You guessed 
it—Centennial Year...Mr. and Mrs. Arnold 
Jun are driving a new blue Dodge. Sure is 
pretty... Retired employee. Deroy Helfer and 
his wife are spending the rest of the winter 
months in Portland, Oregon visiting their 
children... 


Seward Area 
by Helen Norwood 


Shirley Pankoke spent a weekend recently 
in Omaha visiting her sister... Cathy Wehenkel 
and family visited in West Point with her 
mother... The office is beginning to take on 
a new look with the remodeling being done. 


Tecumseh Area 
by LaVeda Bohling 


After many months of absenteeism we are 
glad to take time out for news writing again. 
We were busy getting ready for the DDD con- 
version which took place February 5. In attend- 
ance were 40 people, including employees, 
wives, husbands and interested people. An 
evening smorgasbord was served—and of 
course lots of coffee... We will miss the girls 
in Traffic. Some have gone into retirement, 
others have transferred—Juanita Ettleman, 
Millie Taylor and Clara Costello to Nebraska 
City, Vera Norvell and Ruth Lofgren to 
Beatrice, Laura Holman to Lincoln...In 
Plant, Willard and Janet Waltke have pur- 
chased a new home. We wish them lots of happy 
moments there. 


Controller 


Data Processing Center 
by Evette Juengel 


The lovely spring weather in February made 
a person anxious to get out in the yard and 
start planning flower and vegetable gardens, 
which is just what many of us have been doing. 
... Evelyn Stukenholtz visited our office with 
three-month old Clinton John, February 3... 
February 8, Billie Renker’s oldest son cele- 
brated a birthday...February 11, Arlene 
Blum, sister and niece helped an aunt celebrate 
her 75th birthday... There were happy fellows 


in our office February 13. The 360 ran two 
programs simultaneously! ... Janie Schafer and 
a girl friend ventured to the out-of-doors and 
went horseback riding on a weekend. Janie 
had lots of fun until the horse found out who 
was boss...he was!! Other than _ being 
permanently stiff, Janie enjoyed herself, but 
did not mention how soon she would again be 
riding... Roger Ehrlich has been working 
on a desk for his boys’ bedroom... Frank 
Hilsabeck, wife Sandy, and daughter Tracey 
went home to Holdrege the weekend of 
February 24 to visit their parents... Yours 
Truly and husband, Ray, also were traveling 
that weekend. We flew down to Las Vegas 
with friends. We lost lots of sleep, but 
thoroughly made the most of the time we spent 
there. We had a lay over in the beautiful city 
of Phoenix, where we saw oranges and grape- 
fruit on trees. The weather was grand, during 
the day it was in the 70’s...In February the 
Larry Willets and some of their good friends 
went bowling and later ate pizza... The Vince 
Claytons and neighbors attended the Ne- 
braska-Iowa State basketball game. We seem to 
have many basketball fans in DPC. Frank 
Hilsabeck and Jim Barr usually attend all the 
games when possible... Kay Bayless attended 
the Community Concert February 27... Del 
Vanderbeek has been practicing for the upcom- 
ing sport—golf. His ‘‘swing”’ is getting mighty 
mean! Watch out for him this spring!!... Jim 
Barr managed to get his license plates in the 
nick of time. Jim was so late that he had to 
put his plates on in the dark of night, 
February 28, to be exact. 


Disbursement Accounting 
by Kathy Hartman 


Would you believe the Ice Capades were in 
Lincoln in February!! Attending were Dick 
Yost and wife Marie, Larry Jones, Diane 
Radenslaben and husband Terry...In_ Des 
Moines, lowa on February 11 and 12 Doris 
Ziegenbein finished third in the ladies figure 
skating division of the Tri-State Roller Skating 
Meet...The talk of the office these days 1s 
Don Piersol’s aromatic pipe. Any suggestion 
on clearing the air???... There were two birth- 
days in February, Esther Jewell and Ailene 
Wilkinson... February 11, 1967 Estella Foght 
attended a wedding in Oakley, Kansas of niece 
a Haverkamp. She was honored to cut the 
cake. 


Plant 


Custodial Department 
by Velma Schaaf 


Mary Johnson celebrated her birthday on 
February 19 and entertained her daughter and 
family from Columbus... There are only two 
nicely shaped and well-pampered beards to 
report on in the Custodial department at the 
present. The owners of these fine crops of 
hair are Doyle Kernes and Bert Baird...One 
evening recently George King reported his 


In 1873 a Boston newspaper edi- 
torial stated, “Well informed people 
know that it is impossible to transmit 
the human voice over wires as may be 
done with dots and dashes. of the 
Morse Code, and that, were it even 
possible to do so, the thing would be 
of no practical value.” 


— Illinois General News 


telephone out of order. Somewhat later in the 
evening two repairmen (with long beards) were 
sent to check George’s phone. They went to 
the door and knocked. George’s wife turned 
on the porch light and when she saw the hairy 
characters she demanded identification, which 
they supplied by waving their telephone tools 
in the air. This was good enough for Mrs. King, 
who decided they were harmless telephone men. 


Supply Department 
by Nancy Buck 


Elliot Brinkman had an accident on his 
motorcycle Saturday night, February 26. He 
was hospitalized... There seems to be a flu 
bug around our office lately. Seems as though 
quite of few people have had it. 


Traffic 


Unit | 
by Donna Logan 


Although warmer temperatures have arrived, 
making it excellent vacation weather, many 
operators preferred to do some house cleaning, 
like Marcelene Ahrens and Kathy Allerton... 
Evelyn Kramer was just as ambitious for she 
faced the task of moving... Another industri- 
ous person was Genevieve Clapp who spent 
her vacation papering and painting. She vowed, 
however, to merely relax during her next 
vacation... Carolyn Weiss kept busy adding 
final touches to her new apartment... Barb 
Malpert just engaged the luxury of staying at 
home... Much of Lois Meyer’s vacation was 
spent practicing choral arrangements for the 
Centennial program hosted by Henry Fonda... 
Carol DeLong returned to Falls City, her home 
town, to make preparations for her wedding 
in April...Kathy Henggeler vacationed in 
Lindsay, Nebraska, visiting her family and 
friends... Karen Clark will be leaving the 
department for Parris Island, South Carolina. 
Her husband, Mike Clark, is stationed there. 


Unit I 


by Jeralyn K. Pittman 


February was as eventful for some as it was 
short. Minnie Zeller backed her car out of her 
driveway rather hurriedly to take her daughter 
to the dentist the last of January and wore a 
not-so-comfortable neck brace the month of 
February. There was a parked car across the 
street and it was in her way... Our volley ball 
team was without one player as Terry Lentz 
isn’t too agile with her leg in a cast. Terry had 
surgery on her knee...After a week on 
crutches, Yours Truly decided it safer to hobble 
and jump. Many were concerned and curious, 
of course, until I became so hoarse and now I 
shall explain again. My husband must be at 
work at four a.m. and thus sets his alarm at 
three-thirty a.m. After three years of that alarm 
I should have been adjusted but one morning it 
startled me. Literally leaping out of bed half 
asleep. I landed on a foot and leg that were 
sound asleep. My foot was suddenly awakened 
by a bad sprain and torn ligaments... The 
husband of a working wife simply must learn 
to be somewhat independent of her at times. 
So Jerry Knaub, Karen’s spouse, decided to 
fix his own supper. He prepared potatoes and 
in the refrigerator found two containers of 
gravy which he heated up. When Karen re- 
turned home she inquired about his supper. 
“It wasn’t bad,” he told her, ‘“‘but it didn’t 
taste the same as when she made it.’” He under- 
stood why there was a difference when Karen 
discovered one of the containers of gravy 
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Meeting to select recipients of the Frank H. 
Woods Pioneer Association Service Awards 
recently were past presidents of the association. 
Along the left side of the table, front to rear, 
are Ken Boshart, Joe Hartley, Vic Musselman, 
L. A. Stacy, Charles Connors, and Myra Metcalf. 
Along the right side front to rear are, Clara 
Jones, Merle Hale, Kent Eno, Gay Henderson, 
Ernie Rovce and Bill Quinn. 


wasn’t gravy at all, but pancake batter... 
February was also a month of some pleasant 
surprises. A huge box of brushes and note pads 
and a lovely thank you card were received from 
Wilma Drake, former Unit II Service Assistant. 
When Wilma was promoted the girls presented 
her with satin hangers, a purse and gloves... 
Our only February vacationer escaped the cold 
by traveling to Orlando, Florida. A post card 
from Velma Clinger said she was enjoying being 
with her parents and visiting Florida sights 
such as the Cypress Gardens, Cocoa Beach 
and Daytona Beach. The temperature was in 
the 80’s during the day and according to her 
mother, a cold wave of 40 degrees at night... 
A preview of March events was given when 
Sande Faust announced March 11, 1967 
wedding plans. 


Retired Club 


by Merlie Markuson and Bertha Sharp 


R. L. and Mrs. Dalton spent a Sunday 
recently with a granddaughter from Sioux City, 
lowa...Grace Hauschild is in Seal Beach, 
California, visiting Margaret Hall. She expects 
to return home about May |... We are happy 
to report Joy Dobbs is making a nice recovery 
from a recent heart attack... We have missed 
Bert Huddleston at our last few meetings. He 
had a fall at his home resulting in a back 
injury...Mrs. Tom Chinnock is recovering 
from a battle with the ‘flu bug. 


SWAP 


Column 


Wanted: Small cartop fishing boat. Phone 
432-0750. 

Wanted: Garden plot with water facilities. 
Bill Minich, phone 423-8058. 

For Sale: Complete set of golf clubs 2-9 irons; 
1-3-4 woods, bag and cart three years old. 
Bill Minich, phone 423-8058. 
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A Word of Thanks 


Usually you hear of the United Fund only when it is time for a campaign for money. But these 
youngsters who attend LARC school want you to know that they think of you the year around. It is 
you, the contributors to the United Fund, who make it possible for them to have classes and thus 
to learn to take care of themselves and to perform certain jobs. Their high regard of you is clearly 
evident in this picture. 


A LEADER IN NEBRASKA 


First successful dial exchange 
First mobile telephone service 
First operator toll dialing 

First subscriber toll dialing 
First IMTS mobile service 

First inward WATS in the state 
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Our Cover 


@ ONE OF the newer additions to 
our telephone fleet is this ‘‘Cat’’ 
which is used to plow in underground 
telephone cables. At the controls is 
Jim McGehee, who was snapped “‘on 
location’ near Kenesaw last fall. 

The picture is again appropriate. 
Jim has been tooling the tractor on 
various jobs for more than a month. 
Our equipment is scheduled to bury 
153 miles of cable this year on 15 
different jobs. 

Besides this, another 108 miles of 
cable burying will be done by con- 
tractors, on four additional jobs, 
making a total of 321 miles of cable 
plowing scheduled for this year. 

Our cable plowing crew started 
work in March, a week or two ahead 
of schedule, and are to continue 
plowing into early September. Biggest 
job for our equipment is burying of 
37 miles of Seward tributary cable 
and the next biggest one is the 
Hastings northwest farm cable pro- 
ject of 27 miles. 

Largest contracted job is 32 miles 
of David City to Bellwood toll cable. 


Boys Were the First 


When night telephone service was 
introduced in the early 1890s, boys 
became a regular part of the tele- 
phone business. A night operator's 
job meant long hours (in addition to 
the 9:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. shift, the 
boys were expected to work during 
the afternoon doing odd jobs around 
the office). Often short of sleep, the 
typical boy night operator was apt 
to be a bit temperamental, causing 
many a customer to write the tele- 
phone company about the ‘‘saucy and 
crabid manner”’ of the night operator. 

—NWB magazine 


Plant Department 
ACCIDENT REPORT 


Year Through February 


ON THE JOB 1967 1966 
Lost Time Accidents........ 1 1 
No Lost Time Accidents ....11 7 
OFF THE JOB 
Lost Time Accidents ........ 5 4 
No Lost Time Accidents .... O O 
MOTOR VEHICLE 
Our Paes 2ctads ce sean dae es 4 6 
WMG Fats advaseeees we oes 1 3 
Unknown or Other.......... 2 1 
@) 


KOMMENTS 
BIEN 


By Kenneth Clinefelter 


HARLES Novak, manager at Crete, 
is a versatile man. Before he came 
to the Telephone Company he was a brick- 
layer. But he is also a mechanic, black- 
smith and innovator of considerable skill. 
A story some time ago in the Crete 
paper told about Charlie’s project of last 
year—now complete. It was the con- 
struction of a utility tractor, named Little 
Red by its creator. Charlie laid out about 
a hundred dollars in money and spent 
about four hundred dollars worth of time 
(Charlie says he had four hundred dollars 
worth of fun) on the project. 

He ended up with a 21-horsepower me- 
chanical gem, equipped with plow, lister 
and cultivator for garden use and a blade 
for snow removal. Charlie planned to add 
a snowblower, and he also has a trailer 
for the mechanical mule. 

Retired telephone people often display 
skills too. An example is Irene Smalldon, 
retired Fairbury operator, who was named 
chairman of the Nebraska Tubercular 
Christmas Seals this past year. 

Which goes to show that capable people 
in good health do not retire into inactivity, 
but find new outlets for their energy and 
ability. 

Last month L. G. “Pep” Saunders, 
senior active employee in years of service, 
retired. He had 49 years plus several days 
of service, thus starting on his 50th year 
of employment with LT&T. 

With his retirement the mantle of senior 
active employee passes to Eva Fern Davis 
of Weeping Water, who has over 45- 1/2 
years of service. Senior active male 
employee is Howard Lahr of Hastings, 
who has about two months less service. 
These two employees have no close compe- 
tition for their titles. The next longest 
service employees have between one and 
two years fewer. And some of them will 
reach the mandatory retirement age of 
65 before either Miss Davis or Mr. Lahr. 

In order to compile a telephone service 
record such as those mentioned above 
you need the foresight to start your career 
ata very early age. 


The Omaha Telephone Exchange 
Company phone book of July 1879 
listed 144 customers, but no telephone 
numbers. 

—NWB magazine 


HERE’S A new ‘Freedom Share’”’ 

theme to the Payroll Savings Plan 
for buying United States Bonds this year. 
It is a new concept and will help you save 
money and help the government finance 
its costs. 

Complete details and information about 
the plan will be available for the annual 
Savings Bond Drive in LT&T, which will 
open May 22. You will receive all the 
necessary facts during the campaign. 

The Freedom, Share is a companion 
product to the Series E Savings Bond. 
However, it will be sold only in combi- 
nation with sales of E Bonds through Pay- 
roll Savings and Bond-a-Month plans. 

Freedom. Shares are actually a new 
United States Savings Note. These 
“Shares” bear a higher interest rate and 
mature sooner than the familiar Series 
E Savings Bonds. Here are some of the 
facts about the Savings Notes. 


1. They will be sold in four denominations 
— $25, $50, $75 and $100. Purchase 
price will be $20.25, $40.50, $60.75 
and $81, respectively. 


Annual limitation on holdings is 
$1,350 face value; 
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3. They must be held for at least one year 
before they can be redeemed. 
4. They will be available only to those 


buying Savings Bonds on a Payroll 
Savings or Bond-a-Month Plan and 
then only on an approximate one- 
for-one basis. 


5. Under Payroll Savings the two securi- 
ties—Savings., Notes or “Shares” 
and Savings Bonds—will be issued 
as one package, which can be broken 
down into equal payday installments. 


6. Freedom Shares will mature in_4-1/2 
years and pay 4.74% interest when 
held to maturity. Series E Bonds 
will continue to mature in 7 years 
and pay 4.15% interest when held 
to maturity. Combined yield of the 
two is 4.39% if held to full maturity. 
For an investment of $39 the 
purchaser can get back $50, half in 
4-1/2 years and half in 7 years. 


7. There is no provision for extending 
the Freedom Shares beyond their 


Payroll Savings Plan 


Freedom Shares Offered 


maturity. Series E Bonds have been 
extended. 


Freedom Shares will be available in these 

combinations with E Bonds: 
$25 bond and $25 note; $50 bond.and 
$25 note; $50 bond and $50 note; 
$75 bond and $25 note; $75 bond and 
$50 note; $75 bond and $75 .note; 
$100 bond and $25 note; $100 bond 
and $50 note; $100 bond and $75 note; 
$100 bond and $100 note. 


You will still be able to buy U.S. Savings 
Bonds without buying Freedom Shares, 
but you can’t buy Shares without buying 
Bonds. 

Reasons for buying Freedom Shares 
are similar to those for buying Series E 
Bonds. 

By enrolling in the Payroll Savings Plan 
you are “paying yourself first.’’ That is, 
you are starting a positive savings plan. 
Most people find it easier to»save money 
on a program of this type. 

By buying Savings Bonds and Feedom 
Shares you are helping your country. 

The new Freedom Shares are aimed at 
helping to finance the rising costs of the 
conflict in Vietnam. Your purchase of 
these Shares and Savings Bonds will help 
back up our fighting men in the war. 

Savings Bonds and Freedom Shares are 
a non-inflationary way of financing the 
costs of government and probably the 
only non-inflationary method used. You 
help fight inflation by making this invest- 
ment. | 

But from a personal standpoint, you 
can benefit by buying Savings Bonds and 
Freedom Shares. They are as safe an 
investment as you can make—as safe as 
the financial structure of our country. 
In view of this fact, they pay a good. rate 
of interest. You can get a better interest 
tate from some other investments but these 
other investments would not be backed 
by the United States government. 

Both Freedom Shares \and Savings 
Bonds can be cashed at any bank —as soon 
as they have been held the minimum 
time. For Freedom Shares this is one year 
and for Savings Bonds it is two months. 

Both securities are safe from loss, theft 
or destruction. If you can remember your 
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name, you won’t ever lose your invest- 
ment. A record is kept of each Savings 
Bond or Freedom Share and a lost, stolen, 
mutilated or destroyed Bond or Share 
can be replaced. 

On or shortly after May 22 you will 
be contacted to see if you wish to enroll 
in the Payroll Savings Plan for Savings 
Bonds and Freedom Shares—or if you 
are already a payroll saver—to see if you 
want to increase the amount you are 
saving. 

Please give the idea careful consider- 
ation. 


How Freedom Shares 
Differ 


. They. cost.more than.a Savings Bond 

—$20.25 for a $25 “Share” as 
compared to $18.75 for a Bond. 

. They mature sooner than a Savings 

Bond—4/Y2 years for a “Share” as 

compared to 7 years for a Bond. 

3. They bear higher interest than a 
Savings Bond—4.74% when held to 
maturity as compared to 4.15% 
for a Bond. 

4. They are issued only in_ four 
denominations—$25, $50, $75, and 
$100 as compared to Bonds, which 
are issued in denominations up to 
$10,000. 

5. They may be purchased only in 
combination with Savings Bonds 
and by means of the Payroll Savings 
Plan or Bond-a-Month Plan—as 
contrasted with Bonds, which may 
be purchased without buying 
“Shares” and across the counter 
at any bank. 

6. They must beheld longer before 
cashed—a full yearsfor a “Share” 
as compared to two months for a 
Bond. 

7. They earn no interest after maturity 
date—as compared with Bonds, 
which have been extended_and bear 
interest after the original maturity 
date. 

8. There is a top limit of $1,350 
annually on “Shares“—as ‘compared 
to a top limit of $20,000 annually 

on Bonds. 
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Wayne Higgins is shown swinging the fire 
board panel out to prepare for the move as the 
clock shows about 6 a.m. Working under the 
shelf were Leland Ward and lan Summers. 


Ward, left, and Phil Bailey, right, had their 
heads deep in the innards of the fire com- 
munications board as they unbolted a section 
prior to removal. 


The room was crowded as Ward, Bailey, 
Higgins and Summers carefully slipped the 
section from its place in the panel. 


No Easy Task Is 


Fire Department Move 


Mess A FIRE station shouldn’t 
be too difficult, should it? After 
all, what is there to move? You just drive 
a few fire trucks to a new location, and 
haul over a few beds, lockers and desks. 
Pretty simple, wouldn’t you say? 

Or is it? 

The answer is that moving a fire station, 
especially if it happens to include the main 
offices, is far from simple and easy. This 
was obvious March 3, when the Lincoln 
fire department consolidated two fire halls 
by moving to a new location at 18th &Q 
Streets. 

But why tell about the fire department 
troubles in a telephone magazine? It’s 
really not any of our worry, is it? 

It most certainly is. The most difficult 
part concerned our Company very directly 
—the moving and providing of com- 
munications facilities. 

Our Company provides an important 
segment of the fire department’s complex 
communications system. We also furnish 
important circuits to other segments of 


Another chore involved in the move was the 
cutting of the main cable to the panel being 


moved. Here Bailey is pictured wielding the 


bolt cutters to accomplish the task. 
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the communications system. These had to 
be moved from the 10th street location 
to the new building nearly three quarters 
of a mile away. 

Most important, it was imperative that 
there be no break in telephone access to 
the fire department or in communications 
with other stations. After all, there could 
easily be a fire call during the change in 
locations. (And there was!) 

Heart of the fire department’s com- 
munications is a console, from which the 
department can communicate with other 
stations and vehicles, tell how many 
trucks are in service, receive warning 
signals from automatic detection systems, 
and take fire calls phoned in. 

The console has two warning systems 
provided by LT&T. One is known as the 
‘“‘red line’ and the other as the “white 
line.” The names are derived from the 
color of the signal lights on the panel. 

This arrangement made it easier to plan 
and execute the move of the communi- 
cations system from 10th and Q Streets 


Ward and Bailey are shown as they pre- 
pared to move a bay of equipment associated 
with the communications panel. 


to 18th & Q. 

First step was to disconnect the red line 
completely and connect the white line to 
a temporary console, located in a room 
adjoining the communications room in the 
10th Street building. Next step was to 
remove the section of the console provided 
by our Company. Firemen with the aid of 
telephone men then moved it to the 18th 
Street building, where it was installed and 
connected for service. As soon as the red 
line was operational in the new building 
the final step was taken. The white line 
was disconnected from the temporary 
console and wired into the permanent 
fixture in the new building. 

Simultaneously, employees of fire 
signaling and shortwave radio companies 
moved other sections of the console and 
provided temporary service. 

Four telephone men were on hand first 
thing in the morning on moving day. 
Shortly before 6 a.m. Wayne L. Higgins, 
Leland Ward, Phil Bailey and Ian Sum- 


(Continued Page 6) 


| 


: a <n bid 

And there it went, out of the equipment room 

and to a waiting truck for the move to the new 
fire building. 


In the dim early morning light the fire trucks screamed out of the old station at 10th & Q. 


The business of guarding the city had to go on, move or no move and the firemen were prepared 
to do so. 


— ving : _ 


Fireman Rich Stiles watched at this temporary console, which served as a fire board while the 


more handsome equipment was being moved. Shortly after this picture was snapped Stiles received 
the call which sent the trucks on a run. 


Other communications personnel were on hand, too. Here Stiles, background, and Dale Kearns, 
right, watch a two-way radio man as he works on temporary equipment at the old fire station. 
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Fire Department 


(Continued from Page 5) 


mers had started to remove the equipment. 
The task was not completed for a full 24 
hours, somewhat longer than the more 
optimistic 12 hours predicted in news- 
papers. 

The care in providing standby com- 
munications paid off. Hardly had tele- 
phone men completed disconnecting the 
main console and shifting calls to the 
temporary one before there was a fire call. 

The fireman on duty at the console 
calmly announced, “We have an alarm,” 
the building signal was sounded, and the 
fire trucks screamed their way out of the 
station, bound for a school. The before- 
8 a.m.-call proved to be a false alarm, 
caused by malfunctioning fire detection 
equipment. 

Undisturbed by the alarm, the four tele- 
phone men proceded to remove the section 
of the console furnished and maintained 
by our Company; to disconnect equip- 
ment and remove portions of it from the 
equipment room in the basement of the 
location; and to supervise and _ assist 
loading on a truck for the three-fourths 
of a mile move. 

At the new building they directed and 
helped the unloading and wheeled the 
equipment into a partially prepared equip- 
ment room on the ground floor. They 
took the console section to the second 
floor northeast corner room where they 
began the intricate task of reconnecting it. 

“Everything worked our way,’ said 
Higgins. In all cases cable lengths at the 
new location were shorter than at the old 
one. So it was possible to clip the connect- 
ing cables, adjust them to the proper 
length and re-connect the same cables. 

At 6 p.m., telephone men were still 
working on the partially assembled con- 
sole and conferring with detector company 
employees on circuits LT&T provides 
for those services. By the end of the 24- 
hour period the fire console was back in 
service at the new location. 

For the fire department the move brings 
a new, spacious, modern and comfortable 
office and station. The new building is 
expected to pay for itself in a relatively 
short time. 

This is because the relocation made it 
possible to combine the 10th and Q and 
23rd and O Street stations, bringing 
obvious savings to the department in 
salaries and equipment. 

Both of the old stations were victims 
of changing and increasingly congested 
traffic patterns. The new station is a vast 
improvement in location from this stand- 
point. 

As we go to press already the 10th 
Street building is being put to recreational 
use. 
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After it was all over, Lincoln Fire Chief Dallas Johnson posed at his desk in his new office 


in the 18th & Q building. Notice the array of special telephones on the credenza behind him. 


The relocated fire de- 
partment communica- 
tions center looked like 
this after the equip- 
ment move was com- 
pleted. On duty are 
Chick Shrader and Tom 
French. 


On the way to the new 
location is this city 
truck, loaded with a bay 
of gear destined for the 
new equipment room. 


Stringing the cable 
which is the lifeline of 
the Fire Department 
communications were 
Summers and Higgins. 
At the left are R. W. 
Blackford and B. D. 
Pattison. The man at 
the right is a fire de- 
tection company em- 
ployee. 


B. Wanek Retires 


@ BEDRIC Wanek closed a telephone 
career of nearly 38 years as he took an 
early retirement the first of April. He 
chose to retire more than two years ahead 
of the mandatory retirement age. 


Wanek’s name first appeared on the 
records of LT&T in 
September of 1924 it, 


when he worked as a 4 
groundman for the _ 7 
rate of $3.25 a day. 1, RD 
He resigned about ~<d 


three weeks later and a 
did not return to the 
Company until June of 
1929 when he became 
an apprentice com- 
binationman at the 
rate of $80 a month. He served as a line- 
man in Lincoln in 1930, had a brief stint 
at that job in Wahoo, then returned to 
the Capital City, where he worked as 
lineman, combinationman, and switchman 
for a number of years. In 1948 he became 
an installer-repairman PBX and in 
January of 1951 was promoted to service 
engineer. He has remained in that capacity 
until retirement. 


Bedric’s employment spans a_ period 
which includes the stock market crash of 
1929, the resulting depression, the diffi- 
cult years of World War II and the 
booming post-war years as well as the 
recent period of rapid technological ad- 
vancement in the telephone business. 


In the post-war years Bedric became an 
enthusiastic bowler and participated with 
considerable skill in the Company league. 


His many friends within the Company 
wish Bedric an enjoyable and happy 
retirement. 


Boys in Wrestling Match 


@ TWO SONS of telephone men took 
part in a Junior Wrestling tournament at 
Hebron in March and won in their classes. 
They went to the district tournament in 
Lincoln as a result of their victories. 


The lads are Kevin Saathoff, competing 
in the 80-pound class, and Dan Miller, 
competing in the 150-pound class. They 
are the sons of Harold Saathoff and 
Bobbie Miller. 


Pioneers Add Members 


@ TWO new regular members have been 
added by the Frank H. Woods Telephone 
Pioneer Association. They are R. W. 
Swanson and Raymond G. Mathis, both 
of Lincoln. 


The First Toll Call 


The world’s first long distance 
telephone call occurred in August of 
1876 when Alexander Graham Bell 
got permission to experiment with 
his new invention over telegraph 
wires. Bell’s father and uncle recited 
Shakespeare while Bell listened from 
a town eight miles away. ““We had 
to buy up all the stovepipe wire in 
Brantford to make our line long 
enough,’ Bell later recalled. ‘‘We 
tacked the wire to the fence until we 
reached the telegraph line.’’ This 
call was made just five months after 
Bell’s first message (‘‘Mr. Watson, 
come here; I want you!’’) traveled 
over a 40-foot length of wire. 

—NWB magazine 


$20 to Mrs. Perry 


@ KENNETHA Perry of Traffic Unit I 
is the latest LT&T’er to receive a sugges- 
tion award. Her proposal to change the 
color of certain dial trunks was accepted 
and she was awarded $20. 

Mrs. Perry said that “‘The color has 
recently been changed on 432, 472, and 
475 office dial trunks. It is now the same 
color as dial trunks “Except 432, 472 and 
475.” The color is dark green with black 
lettering and is very hard to see at a glance. 
My suggestion is to change colors for one 
of the offices. Make the 432, 472 and 475 
one color and EXCEPT 432, 472 and 475 
another color. It would be fine to leave 
one set the darker green and make the 
other a lighter shade. If you will notice 
the light green and dark letters on Omaha 
Tandems are very easy to see quickly.” 

She also observed that in her class of 
student operators the girls ‘tare so con- 
fused when changing positions as you have 
to look so closely to be sure to get the 
right trunk. It does take extra time and 
many wrong numbers are dialed, making 
it necessary to re-dial the number. This 
is especially true on ‘Inward.’ ”’ 

As in the case of all suggestion awards, 
the appropriate tax deductions were paid 
by the Company with the full $20 amount 
going to Mrs. Perry. 


299 Game for Jim Ehlers 


@ JIM EHLERS, Lincoln, came within 
one pin of a perfect game at the bowling 
alley April 3. He rolled a 299 game 
while bowling in the Lincoln Classic 
league on the Plaza Bowl team. 

Jim left the seven pin on his final frame 
to spoil his perfect game. However, the 
feat has brought him a $100 prize from 
the alley and a ring from the American 
Bowling Congress. 
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Pep Closes Career 


@ AFTER 49 years and four days of 
service with LT&T, Lovell G. “Pep” 
Saunders has brought his telephone career 
to a close. He joined the ranks of retirees 
the first of April. 


Pep’s name first appeared on the records 
of LT&T March 27, 
1918 as he took the 
job of rackman in 
Lincoln at the rate of 
$40 a month. Thus 
started a career which 
saw him serving in 
many capacities. In 
those early days he 
was a night switchman 
and a switchman, then 
became an_ installers 
helper in 1920. He served as combina- 
tionman and testman during the 1920s and 
1930s, then, the first day of 1940, became 
a “‘specialman.”’ The following year he was 
appointed assistant wire chief in Lincoln 
and later became wire chief. He trans- 
ferred to Engineering as senior engineer 
in 1950 and has been in that department 
ever since. 


One of the early records of the Company 
lists an account for ‘“‘Lovell Saunders 
Bicycle” with a rate of 20 cents a day. 
Apparently back in the early 1920s 
Saunders furnished his own bicycle—a 
vehicle which was commonly used by 
telephone men for transportation as they 
went about their duties. 


In the early years of Pep’s employment 
he was a member of a first aid team. He 
also was an early participant in the sug- 
gestion program. Outside of the company 
he has had activities, too, and for many 
years has served as head usher of his 
church. 


For several years Saunders has been 
senior active employee in terms of years 
of service and he has worn this mythical 
crown with pride. By entering his 50th 
year of service, he will qualify for a 
50-year pin, thus joining a very exclusive 
circle of LT&T’ers. 


A few years ago a heart condition 
caused Pep to be away from his telephone 
duties for a period of time, but he appears 
to have recovered nicely from that ail- - 
ment. Pep is one who has obviously en- 
joyed his telephone work and it is hoped 
he will also gain pleasure from his new 
career of retirement. 


| If you are tolerant, people will | 


think you don’t understand the 
problem. 


~Telephony 


Three New Directors on LT&T Board 


HREE long-time directors of LT&T 

retired from the board and three new 
directors were elected to replace them at 
the March 22 annual stockholders meeting 
of the Company. 

Retiring from the board were Henry C. 
Woods of Chicago; Morton Steinhart of 
Nebraska City; and H. W. Potter of 
Lincoln. Mr. Potter was named director 
emeritus. 

Mr. Woods became an LT&T director 
in 1944, thus has 23 years of service in 
that capacity. A twin brother of the late 
Thomas C. Woods, Sr., he served in 
France with the U.S.R. Field Artillery 
during World War I. 

Since 1944 he has been chairman of the 
board of directors of Sahara Coal Com- 
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made to the stockholders. 


40 Years for 
Mina, Vivian 


pany, and has been with that firm since 
1921. 

Mr. Woods is also president of the 
Woods Charitable fund. 

Mr. Steinhart has been a director for 11 
years, coming to the company’s board in 
1956. For many years he was associated 
with Morton House Kitchens, but is not 
presently connected with that firm. 

He has been extremely interested in the 
promotion and development of Missouri 
river transportation and is currently active 
on the River Dock Board. The Steinhart 
river terminal in Nebraska City is named 
after him. 

Mr. Potter became a director in 1950, 
thus having a service of 17 years in that 
capacity. But he actually came to the Com- 


Stockholders of LT&T met March 22 for the annual meeting of the corporation. Here are some 
of those attending. Company Treasurer Houghton Furr, left, is distributing some of the reports 


pany in 1929 when he was employed as an 
assistant to Calvin P. Russell, then 
secretary-treasurer. Three years later the 
positions were divided with Mr. Potter 
being named treasurer and assistant secre- 
tary. When Mr. Russell retired in March 
of 1934 Mr. Potter assumed duties of both 
offices. 

Replacing the retiring directors are Hal 
Lainson, president of Dutton-Lainson 
Company of Hastings; George B. Cook, 
president of Bankers Life Nebraska o! 
Lincoln; and Carl W. Olson, president o/ 
Olson Construction Company of Lincoln. 

Mr. Lainson, a native of Fairbury, is 
also vice president and secretary and é 
director of Jaden Manufacturing Com- 
pany; president and treasurer and 
director of Midland Corporation; a direc- 
tor of Nebraska Broadcasting Corporation, 
a director of Nebraska Television Cor- 
poration; and a director of City Nationa: 
Bank of Hastings. 

He is chairman of the Hastings College 
board of trustees; a director of the 
Nebraska Independent College Founda- 
tion; a director of the National Associa- 
tion of Manufacturers and a past president 
of the Nebraska Association of Commerce 
and Industry. He was named “‘Man of the 
Year’ of that organization in 1961. 

He is also active in a number of other 
trade, civic and community organizations. 

Mr. Cook is a native of Beatrice. He 
has been president of Bankers Life 
Nebraska since 1958 and has been with 
the firm since 1931 and a member of the 
board of trustees of the company since 
1941. He is also on the boards of the 
Beatrice National Bank, Holt Rinehart 
and Winston, Inc., of New York; and the 
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Honorees Mina Jorgensen, left, and Vivian Kinghorn, right, are shown 
with Vice President M. M. Hale, who presented their diamond-studded 


emblems. 
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Mr. Lainson 


Mississippi Valley Barge Line Company 
of St. Louis. 

He is president of the Lincoln Indus- 
trial Park Management Board; past 
president of the Lincoln Chamber Indus- 
trial Development Corporation; past 
president of the University of Nebraska 
Alumni Association; and vice chairman of 
the board of directors of the University 
of Nebraska Foundation. He is an honorary 
member of the Innocents Society and a 
recipient of the Distinguished Service 
award and of the Nebraska Builders 
award of the University of Nebraska. 

Besides this, he is active in a long list 
of civic, fraternal and community or- 
ganizations. 

Mr. Olson is a native of Lincoln. Besides 
serving as president of Olson Construction 
Company of Lincoln, which has offices in 
Denver and Salt Lake City, he is president 
of Olson Construction Company of 
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Mr. Cook 


Wyoming; president of Carl W. Olson & 
Sons of San Mateo, California; president 
of F. E. Young Construction Company of 
San Diego; president of Roberts Con- 
struction Company; president of Farm and 
Home Company; president of Sky Park 
Manor, Inc.; and partner of Ben Joyce & 
Associates. 

He is a director of First National Bank 
& Trust of Lincoln; of Security Mutual 
Life Insurance Company; of Provident 
Savings & Loan and of Lincoln Memorial 
Park. 

He is past president of the Nebraska 
Building Chapter of the Associated General 
Contractors and past national chairman 
of the building division of the Associated 
General Contractors. He is also a past 
president of the Lincoln Community 
Chest; past president of the University 
of Nebraska Lincoln Alumni club; and 
past president of the board of directors of 


the Nebraska Human Resources Research 
Foundation, and is active in many Civic, 
fraternal and community organizations. 


Directors re-elected at the meeting were 
Frank H. Woods, Thomas C. Woods, Jr., 
Merle M. Hale, Charles T. Stuart, 
William I. Aitken, Philip M. Aitken, 
W.W. Putney, E. J. Faulkner, T. H. Wake, 
Burnham Yates and William W. Cook, Sr. 


Corporate officials were re-elected at 
the annual directors meeting, which fol- 
lowed the stockholders meeting. They are 
Frank H. Woods, chairman of the board; 
Thomas C. Woods, Jr., president; Merle 
M. Hale, vice president, operations; 
William I. Aitken, vice president and 
general counsel; Tyler Ryan, assistant vice 
president, operations; Houghton Furr, 
secretary and treasurer; Laurence A. 
Connealy, controller; and Donald R. 
Swanson, assistant secretary and treasurer. 


ORTIETH anniversaries of service with LT&T were 

observed by Mina Jorgensen and Vivian Kinghorn at a 
luncheon March 6. The event took place at the Cornhusker 
hotel, with Company officials and friends and co-workers of 
the two honorees attending. 

Diamond-studded service anniversary emblems were pre- 
sented to the two ladies by Merle M. Hale, vice president, who 
also served as master of ceremonies for the occasion. 

Commenting on the number of employees who have attained 
40 years of service, Mr. Hale said that it “tis quite a compliment 
to the telephone industry and our Company.” Turning to the 
honorees, he commented, “LT&T must be a good place to work 
or you wouldn't have stuck it cut so long.” 

As is customary, Mr. Hale turned to the old records of the 
Company to bring up some facts about Mrs. Jorgensen and 
Mrs. Kinghorn. 

Mrs. Jorgensen started in her telephone career at Lincoln on 
March 1, 1927, for the pay of $75 a month. Her salary rose to 
$100 before the depression hit and it plummeted back to $79.60. 
Early comments on her record included these, ‘‘Excellent ability 
and progress.’ “Competent and efficient,’ “‘Handling work 
in a competent manner,” “Very competent and deserves en- 
couragement.”’ 
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She is now secretary to Max Walker, Chief Engineer in 
charge of Plant and Engineering. 


Mrs. Kinghorn started her career at Auburn as a student 
operator in September of 1926 at $1.20 a day. Because of a 


leave of absence, her service date has since been adjusted to 
March 3, 1927. 


She became an assistant chief operator and then acting 
chief operator and also has been a service assistant. In 1952 
she became chief operator at Auburn. When that exchange was 
converted to dial operation in August of 1959 she moved to 
Crete as chief operator. Upon the conversion of the Crete 
exchange she came to Lincoln Traffic Unit II. 


Mrs. Jorgensen expressed thanks for the service pins and 
“those nice things you read from my card.’ She added, “I’m 
sure if I hadn’t thought this was a good company I wouldn't 
have stayed.”’ 


Mrs. Kinghorn said, “This has been very nice. I feel at home 
with all of you people.” 


Besides the LT&T’ers attending the luncheon were Mina’s 
husband, Allen F. Jorgensen and Mrs. Kinghorn’s son, Lynn, 
and sister and brother-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Anderson. 


Photo at the top was taken in 1903 and 
shows construction of the 14th Street cable 
entrance in Lincoln. The alley in the back- 
ground is between M and N Streets and the 
excavation at the left is for the original LT&T 
building. View is looking west. 


Middle picture was taken towards the south- 
west from a point on 14th Street about midway 
between M and N. Early construction men 
didn’t worry about blocking traffic and felt free 
to pile their supplies of underground conduit 
in the street. This picture also was taken in 1903. 


At the left is a picture of the original LT&T 
building as it neared completion in 1903. The 
pile of dirt in the middle of the street apparently 
caused no great inconvenience to Lincolnites 
of that era. 
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LT&T’s Development 


Paralleled the State’s 


EBRASKA was more than a third 

of a century old when the first steps 
were taken to form our Company, but 
the forces which set this machinery in 
motion had been building up for some 
time. 

One of the strongest forces was the 
person of Frank H. Woods, founder of 
the Company. Mr. Woods’ early years 
closely paralleled the development of the 
State. 

He was born February 1, 1868, just 11 
months after Nebraska achieved state- 
hood. Although he was a native of Boone 
County, Illinois, he came to Lincoln, 
Nebraska, at the age of 15, when his 
family moved to the new state. His father, 
Col. Fred M. Woods became a leading 
livestock auctioneer. 

Lincoln was a young, brash, and largely 
undeveloped town when the Woods family 
arrived. There were many opportunities 
for ambitious, hard-working, and intelli- 
gent residents to make their fortunes 
when they settled in this state in 1883. 


LITTLE less than two dozen years 

before, in the fall of 1859, a town 
had been organized on the present site of 
Lincoln as a group of people met under 
a large elm tree on the east bank of Salt 
Creek. The location has been established 
to be somewhat northwest of the present 
Burlington depot. 

But it was not until 1864 that the first 
structure, a log cabin, was erected in 
Lincoln. This was the home of Luke 
Lavender, who built near what is now 
the corner of 14th & O streets. Shortly 
thereafter a business district sprang up in 
the region of what is now 10th & O streets. 

When Lincoln, up to then called Lan- 
caster, was named capital of Nebraska 
in 1867, the tiny town had two stores, six 
or seven houses, and about 30 residents, 
not counting a few more in the salt basin. 
The town was clustered around 8th & 9th 
at P & Q Streets. 

This was the picture only 16 years 
before the Woods family arrived. 


Young Frank Woods spent his first 
two summers in Nebraska as a cattle 
herder. In 1884 he entered preparatory 
school at the fledgling University of 
Nebraska, graduating with a bachelor’s 
degree in Literature in 1890. He received 
his LL.B degree in 1892. Thus the founder 
of our Company was growing right along 
with the young state. 


R. WOODS entered law practice 

and was a well established and 

highly regarded lawyer of 35 years of age 

when he was approached by Frank and 

Charles Bills to help organize an inde- 
pendent telephone company. 

Lincoln had been served by a telephone 
exchange for 23 years, but conditions were 
right for the formation of a second tele- 
phone company. Frank Woods analyzed 
the problems to be faced and became 
convinced this would be a good venture. 

You must remember that barely a 
quarter of a century earlier the first tele- 
Phone exchange had been put into oper- 
ation at New Haven, Connecticut. The 
date was January 1878. Alexander Graham 
Bell faced a monumental task. That he 
managed to accomplish so much in a 
quarter of a century is more than surpris- 
ing; it is astounding. 

He had to organize a company, set up 
manufacturing facilities, arrange for 
franchises, and improve the telephone. 
The demand for service was almost over- 


whelming. 


HE BELL system intelligently con- 
centrated first on serving the larger 
cities, where the demand for telephone 
service was greatest. As late as the early 
1890s when the Bell patents expired, 
there were no rural telephone lines. In 
addition, there was no telephone service 
in many small and medium size towns. 
In spite of monumental efforts and ac- 
complishments, the Bell organization had 
simply not been able to meet the demand. 
So, when the telephone patents expired, 
the independent (or non-Bell) telephone 


industry blossomed. 

In 1903, when the idea of forming a 
second and competing telephone company 
in Lincoln was broached, there were 
several important factors to encourage 
this move. One was the general feeling of 
many citizens that better telephone service 
than they were receiving from the Bell 
organization could be provided. Another 
was the suspicion that telephone rates 
were higher than absolutely necessary. 
Then there was a general distrust and 
dislike of large companies or trusts— 
sometimes given the appelation of ‘‘octo- 
pus.” Nebraskans, too, were suspicious 
of eastern capitalists. Added to this was 
the fact that the early investors in Bell 
patents and telephone development had 
received huge returns. 


I‘ 1903 Lincoln was beginning to grow 
up. It was an up-and-coming com- 
munity. But there were only about 1,500 
of the old type hand-ringing magneto 
telephones and “‘long distance’ service 
was Still primitive and limited. 

Articles of incorporation for a new 
telephone company were drawn up March 
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The reason why construction men felt free 
to pile sand and dirt and scatter tools and 
equipment over the street is apparent in this 
photo taken in 1903. There is practically no 
traffic and no parking problem. The scene is 
looking northeast from 14th between M and N. 
The old library is in the background. 


BOTTOM 

This age-dimmed picture shows the LT&T 
operating force of 1904. Only long distance 
and rural line calls were handled by these girls 
because the Lincoln local calls were switched 
automatically by Strowger equipment. 


7, 1903, in Mr. Woods’ law office. Its 
title was Western Union Independent 
Telephone Company. A few months later 
the name was changed to The Lincoln 
Telephone Company. 

Mr. Woods obtained a franchise from 
the city council in a surprise move, 
catching the local Bell company unawares. 
It was signed March 9, 1903 and on the 
same day the incorporators held their 
first official company meeting. Progress 
was rapid. Soon construction men and 
supplies began to appear. 


(Continued Page 12) 


LT&I's Development 


(Continued from Page 11) 


HE NEW company was progressive, 
like the community in which it was 
located. It proposed to install an under- 
ground cabling system in the congested 
area of town and it adopted the Strowger 
step-by-step automatic telephone system — 
then a little more than a decade old and 
still being improved and developed. Added 
to these progressive actions was the fact 
that the company was all locally financed. 
The new exchange went into service in 
June of 1904 with 1,800 subscribers and 
thus started a period of growth and 
struggle. 

The little company soon had problems. 
Its expenses turned out to be greater 
than anticipated. And the Bell compe- 
tition was stronger than expected. The 
larger Bell system could afford to cut 
rates locally in order to harrass the new 
company. 

New methods and practices were 
needed. Mr. Woods left the practice of 
law and assumed presidency of the compa- 
ny in 1905. He instituted business pro- 
cedures which even many years later were 
considered examples of good, modern 
business principles. 


T THIS time the Western Telephone 
Company was formed to build and 
acquire toll lines between the independent 
companies which were forming all over 
Nebraska. Frank Woods was _ president 
of the organization, which was merged 
with the Lincoln company in 1909 under 
the name Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph 
Company. In the meantime, the company 
had been adding farm lines and expanding 
equipment. 
In those early years, officials of our 
company and other independent telephone 
firms were strongly in favor of competitive 


Two of the early officials of LT&T shared an 
office. This 1909 picture shows George K. 
Gann, left and L. E. Hurtz, right. Mr. Gann was 
Traffic superintendent and Mr. WHurtz general 
manager. 


telephone companies—even in the same 
town. They shied with horror from any 
thought of a monopoly. 

But gradually their thinking began to 
mellow. Mr. Woods was one of the leaders 
in this changing attitude. He began to see 
that if the industry was to grow and 
prosper, there must be universal telephone 
service and interconnection of the various 
companies. He saw the need, not for a 
monopoly of one company, but a cooper- 
ative effort among many telephone firms 
to make one unified industry. 


S A RESULT, he was a key figure, 
representing the independent tele- 
phone companies, in negotiating the fam- 
ous Kingsbury Agreement between the 
Independents and the Bell companies. 
This agreement, reached in 1912, brought 
forth a vast revision of the telephone 
situation, largely eliminating competitive 
exchanges within the same communities, 
and providing for universal intercon- 
nection of telephone systems. 
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Original installation of Lincoln equipment 
is shown here. Taken in the spring of 1904, 
the picture shows the second floor of the 
LT&T building. 


The impact was great on Nebraska and 
on the Lincoln company. As a result of 
negotiations, the little Lincoln company 
bought out the Bell holdings in the entire 
22-county area in Southeast Nebraska 
which it now serves. In some instances 
the company also bought independent 
exchanges located in the  Bell-served 
communities and merged the two. In 
other cases it sold the newly purchased 
Bell property to an existing independent 
company. 

Thus it was, in the first 45 years of our 
state, that our company was born and 
grew into the beginnings of the substantial 
and complicated business that it is today. 


This 1910 picture shows an early testboard. 
The man at the right is identified as Sam 
Hensley but the name of the man at the board 
has been lost over the passing years. 
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New Croployces 


Commercial 
Je. Ps PAOTOWS 0nd wes Coin Collector, P.T., 
Hastings. 6 cakexes 3-17 
*Velda L. Wagner..... Clerk, P.T., Fairbury. .3-13 
Engineering 


Sheryl R. Schmode....Stenographer........ 3-1 
Janet E. Treptow...... Stenographer........ 3-7 


Savings Bond Quiz 


Question: I understand the President has 
acted to improve the terms of U. S. 
Savings Bonds. How will this affect 
the bonds I am buying? 


Answer: The President directed that the 
interest rate on all bonds purchased 
on and after Dec. 1, 1965, be increased 
from 3.75% to 4.15%. This is being 
accomplished by shortening the maturi- 
ty period on Series E Bonds from the 
former 7-3/4 years to an even 7 years. 
Interest checks on Series H Bonds will 
be larger beginning in June, 1966. 


Question: How does the interest increase 
on Savings Bonds affect the older bonds 
which I own? What happens to them? 


Answer: All outstanding Series E and H 
Bonds purchased prior to Dec. 1, 1965, 
will earn 4/10 of one percent more 
interest than before for the remaining 
period to next maturity, starting with 
the first, interest period of 5 months or 
more which begins on or after December 
1, 1965. 


Question: In the light of the interest rate 
increase on Savings Bonds, shouldn’t 
I cash in the bonds I bought 20 to 25 
years ago, and buy new ones? 


Answer: Absolutely not. In the first place, 
the interest rate on your old bonds has 
also been improved. In the second place, 
you would lose the tax deferral benefits 
you have enjoyed on these bonds since 
you first purchased them. In _ other 
words, when you cashed the bonds you 
would be obligated to report for Federal 
income tax purposes all of the interest 
that has accrued on these bonds over 
the years. This tax deferral feature is 
one of the major attractions of Series 
E Savings Bonds. 


The first switchboard used in | 


Minneapolis was made from an old 
sewing machine. 
NWB magazine 


Other General Offices 


“OY (L, SMI cass <x SOCElaly si 6sesseses 3-20 
Plant 

i a eee, | 2 | (ee Garage Serviceman, 

SUDO 4 hoscweiw ws 3-7 
ol; EGOS aie cas aesa es Groundman, Lincoln . 3-6 
B. L. Pettigrew ....... Garage Mechanic, 

SUDDIW § ce dvie ee ess 3-14 
M. D. Wiens.......... Groundman, Lincoln . 3-1 

Traffic 

Ramona D. Anderson.. Opr., LincoIn........ 3-6 
“Sarah L. Balas....... Opr., Lincoln ........ 3-13 
Barbara A. Clark...... Opt. Entei: ss624- 3-27 
ring: Fi Grale)s.<ki2s tec Opr., Lincoln ....<...4 3-20 
Margaret A. Furlong... Opr., P.T., Lincoln... . 3-27 
Betty J. Halstead ..... Opr., Lincoln........ 3-6 
Jeanne G. Hesse...... Opr., Lincoln ........ 3-20 
Janice M. Hodtwalker . Opr., Lincoln........ 3-7 
Tatiana J. Horowitz ...Opr., Lincoln ........ 3-27 
Shirley |. Jones....... Opi LinGoltt sss 3-20 
Kathryn A. Kells ...... Opr., Lincoln... 5.4. 3-27 
Patricia R. Liston...... Opr., Lincoln........ 3-20 
Jerri L. Luedtke....... Oor. Lin@ola «is cnace 3-7 
"Rickie D. Mills....... Opr, LInColn:. 2.24% 3-6 
Mary S. Owens....... Opr., Lincoln........ 3-20 
Jenny F. Romans ..... Opn; Lineoln<2cs ea 3-14 
Barbara A. Rustermier. Opr., Lincoln........ 3-13 
Rae-Ann Slote........ Op; LINCO sci5<5 45 3-27 
Lynn L. Stokke ....... Opr., Lincoln ........ 3-6 
Elsie C. Vaughn....... Opr.,. Lincoliv:. ci4.05s4 3-7 
Nancy L. Winslow..... Opr.. Lincoln .c.ss«- 3-20 


*Re-employed 


Weekends Prove To Be 
The Most Dangerous 


@ MORE THAN 50 per cent of all 
highway deaths in 1965 occurred 
during the weekend from Friday 
through Sunday, according to The 
Travelers Insurance Companies. 

The most dangerous day? 

Saturday. 

Based on Travelers’ report, 21.9 
per cent of all fatal highway acci- 
dents occurred on Saturday. In 
addition, 15.4 per cent of all traffic 
deaths occurred on Friday and 18.7 
per cent on Sunday. 

The total number of persons 
killed in 1965 stood at 48,500 by 
year’s end. More than 4,000,000 
men, women and children were 
injured. The biggest percentage of 
those injured in auto accidents also 
occurred during the weekend. 

The most dangerous hours on the 
highways, according to Travelers, 
are those between 5 and 8 p.m. 
During that time, nearly 20 per cent 
of all fatal accidents occurred. This 
also holds true of the number of 
injured, says Travelers. Last year 
more than 19 per cent of all highway 
mishaps causing injury occurred 
during this same three-hour period. 


Transfers, Promotions, Title Changes 


Commercial 


Hazel A. Carmouche, operator to service 
representative 

R. L. Weber, commercial representative to 
service engineer 


Engineering 
E. J. Paulsen, engineering assistant to 
engineer. 


Plant 


C. L. Bouse, garage mechanic, Supply to 
combinationman, Area Plant 

S. A. Green, toll terminal radioman, Geneva 
to Lincoln 

S. L. Headlee, lineman to splicer’s helper, 
York Construction 

G. L. Higgins, draftsman, Engineering to toll 
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E. J. Paulsen 
Engineer 


H. H. Thober 
Garage Foreman 


terminal radioman, Area Plant 

J. L. Kirk, groundman, Construction to 
garage serviceman, Supply 

T. R. Leitschuck, combinationman to switch- 
man 

T. A. Ridolfi, garage serviceman, Supply to 
driver-lineman, Construction 

H. H. Thober, garage mechanic to garage 
foreman. 

D. L. Volzke, splicer’s helper, York to 
splicer, Lincoln 


Traffic 
Darlene I. Brooks, Lincoln to Hastings 
Rita G. Ham, typist (temp.), CATV to 
operator, Lincoln 
Penny A. Nichols, operator to S.A. 
Darlene E. Remmers, S.A. to C.O. clerk 


R. L. Weber 
Serv. Engineer 


G. L. Higgins 
Toll Term. Rdmn. 
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Completing the Plant class taught by E. C. Schrank on March 29 were these three men, shown 
with their diplomas. Left to right are Ralph Connors, Franklin O. Jurgens, Lavern W. Scholl, 


Ewald Ochsner, Max C. Walker and Schrank. 


Three Complete Plant Course 


@ THREE MEN graduated March 29 
from a Plant class in central office equip- 
ment taught by E. C. Schrank, training 
supervisor. They are Franklin O. Jurgens, 
Beatrice; Ewald Ochsner, Hastings; and 
Lavern W. Scholl, Lincoln. 


Silver Beaver for 


@ THE TIME was March 21, 1967. The 
place was Pershing Auditorium in Lincoln. 
The occasion was the Annual Recognition 
dinner of the Cornhusker Council of Boy 
Scouts. The highlight of the program had 
arrived. 

Everybody there listened intently as, 
following the style of presidential nomina- 
tions, the virtues and accomplishments of 
‘‘a man who...’ were read. Then came 
the bombshell and K. L. Lawson, LT&T 
General Commercial superintendent, dis- 
covered that he was one of four who 
were being honored by the presentation 
of a Silver Beaver award—highest given 
to volunteer Scouters on the council level. 

As is always the case, Mr. Lawson had 
no advance warning that he would be a 
recipient of the honor. He was present at 
the banquet because of his activities and 
duties in the organization. Almost before 
he could recover his composure after the 
announcement, an escort of uniformed 
Scouters arrived at his table and he was 
conducted to the stage, where the much- 
admired Silver Beaver was hung around 
his neck. 

One of the basic requirements for the 
award is at least a decade of service to 
Scouting. Mr. Lawson has been active in 
the boys program over a number of years, 


They were called to the office of Ralph 
Connors, coordinating Plant supervisor, 
where they were presented certificates of 
their successful completion of the course. 
Max C. Walker, chief engineer of Plant 
and Engineering, made the presentations. 


Lawson 


serving in a variety of activities on the 
council level. He has been president of 
the Cornhusker Council, stepping down 
from office about a year ago. 

Only a few Scouters ever receive the 
Silver Beaver. Out of the entire council, 
which covers a substantial portion of 
southeast Nebraska, only four men were 
given the award this year. 
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Drivers Test Is Scheduled 


Golf League Formed 


@ A PARTNERSHIP golf league, spon- 
sored by the Company, opened in Lincoln 
May 4 and will continue through August 3. 
The two-man teams will play at Holmes 
and Pioneer golf courses. 

Play will be each Thursday evening, 
with tee-off at 5:30. Nine holes will be 
played. At the conclusion of the season, 
trophies will be given to the winners and 
a dinner will be provided for those who 
have taken part in regular league com- 
petition. 

First tried last year, the “twilight” 
style golfing has proved to be a success. 
With daylight savings time adopted in 
Nebraska, the LT&T golfers will have an 
added hour of daylight in which to play 
their nine holes. 


Headlines 


Ray G. Bruning, Superior, is committee 
chairman for the First Methodist Cub 
Scouts... Phil Eckles has been nominated 
for City Council from the North Ward at the 
annual city caucus at Superior... Dick 
Leonard, Fairbury, attended the Nebraska 
State sanctioning meeting of the American 
Motorcycle Association... Roger Ghormley, 
chief planning engineer, has been elected 
first vice president of the Lincoln Council 
on Alcoholism...Emma Lee DeJonge, 
Humboldt, has been elected secretary of the 
Humboldt Development Corporation...Don 
Frankforter, Lincoln, whose hobby is wood 
carving, was the subject of a feature story 
in the Lincoln Journal of March 7. The paper 
pictured Don with some of his_ recent 
sculptures... Charles Novak, Crete, was 
cited by the Rotary club for nine years of 
100% attendance... Thomas C. Woods, Jr., 
Company president, has been elected director 
of the newly formed Lincoln Center Develop- 
ment Association... Elmer Neujahr, Syra- 
Cuse manager, was put on the Syracuse 
ballot for city councilman by petition... Ron 
Cotton, Lincoln, serving as vice president 
of the Lincoln Municipal Golfers Association, 
presented a check for $150 to the Lincoln 
Parks and Recreation board for use at the 
new Junior Golf course...Mrs. lrene 
Oltman, Superior, has been elected treasurer 
of the P-TA...K. L. Lawson, Lincoln, has 
been named to a 12-man volunteer com- 
mittee spearheading the 1967 payroll Savings 
Bond campaign...Charles P. Arnold, 
Lincoln, has been named to the budget 
committee of the Lincoln Community Chest... 


@® THE 1967 National Drivers Test will 
be televised in color over CBS on Tuesday, 
May 23 at 9:00 p.m. Central Standard 
Time. Again, LT&T employees are invited 
to participate in the test. Materials will 
be made available to you. 

The program will be televised just three 
days before the long Memorial Day week- 
end—which is often a disastrous one in 
regard to traffic accidents. One of the 
purposes of the test is to persuade people 
to drive defensively and thus to reduce 
auto accidents. 

Anchorman for the televised test will 
be award-winning newscaster Walter 
Cronkite. The test is sponsored by the 
National Safety Council. 


New Parking Space 


@ A NEW Company-owned parking lot 
is providing storage space for Company 
cars in the downtown Lincoln area. Located 
on the south side of ‘‘M”’ Street between 
[5th and 16th, it has 34 stalls. Initially, 
22 to 24 Company cars are being parked 
there. 

Prior to purchase of the property and 
construction of the lot, the Company 
rented a number of parking spaces at 
several different locations. 

At present, the new lot is graveled, but 
it will probably be paved later this year. 
A concrete curbing has been built around 
its perimeter, two feet inside the property 
line, as prescribed by city ordinance. 


A Word of Thanks 


@ THE FOLLOWING note of thanks 
was inserted in the Weeping Water 
Republican of March 9. 

‘“Many thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Dietl and Patty, to Marvin Pilfold for 
telephone service, to neighbors and friends 
and a special thanks to firemen. Your help 
will never be forgotten. Thanks to each 
and everyone of you for saving my home.” 

It was signed by Mrs. Herman Dankleff. 
We are indeed happy that the telephone 
company could be of service to Mrs. 
Dankleff in this emergency. 


Happiness 2 N 


Carol Yost, operator at Hastings, was 
married to Jack Schlimmer on _ Saturday, 
February 4 at St.  Cecelia’s Church in 
Hastings. 


Carol DeLong, Traffic Unit I, and Alfred 


Bohne II exchanged vows Sunday, April 2, at 
the First Methodist Church in Falls City. 
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Graduating March 24 from the Plant class taught by V. P. Spears were these diploma-holding 
men. Left to right in the picture are Ralph Connors, Gary N. Ridgley, Larry L. Horsky, Cletus G. 
Martinosky, Tom A. Cantrell, Spears, and Max C. Walker. 


Four Men Graduate from Class 


@ FOUR MORE men graduated March 
24 from a Plant class taught by V. P. 
Spears, training supervisor. They are 
Tom A. Cantrell, Lincoln; Cletus G. 
Martinosky, Lincoln; Larry L. Horsky, 
Crete, and Gary N. Ridgley, Wahoo. 


The men were summoned to the office 
of Ralph Connors, coordinating Plant 
supervisor, where they were presented cer- 
tificates attesting to the successful com- 
pletion of the course. Making the 
presentations was Max C. Walker, chief 
engineer in charge of Plant and Engineering. 


Her Grandpa Was a ‘Switcher’ 


@ WHEN Ralph Retzlaff, Revenue Ac- 
counting manager, was looking through 
some files a while back he ran across an 
ancient contract. Curiously, he examined it 
and the name ‘“‘Bauman Line” and a sig- 
nature by Reiner Bauman rang a bell with 
him. 

‘I wonder if it could be some relative 
of Glennys,” he mused. So he asked Miss 
Bauman, who works in Revenue Account- 
ing. Sure enough, Reiner Bauman is her 
grandfather. 

The document was a switching service 


Glennys Bauman shows the old contract 
signed by her grandfather, Reiner Bauman, 
who was secretary of ‘“‘The Bauman Line” near 
Pickrell. 


contract for the Bauman Line, which was 
located near Pickrell. It was executed 
March 20, 1914 and was for a six-year 
period. Mr. Bauman was secretary of the 
line. Cost of the service was set at $6 per 
year for each of the seven parties on the 
line. 

In the intervening years the Bauman 
Line has gone out of existence, but LT&T 
still has some switching contracts. Under 
this arrangement, a group of people, 
usually farmers, furnish and repair their 
own telephone instruments and equipment, 
string and maintain their telephone lines, 
and then contract with our company to 
handle the switching of calls. 

This was more common a half century 
ago when cash was more scarce and time 
less important. Farmers saved money by 
doing their own construction and repair 
work — often stringing lines along the tops 
of fence posts. 

As telephone technology advanced and 
systems became more complex, many of 
the ‘“‘switchers” dissolved their organiza- 
tions and subscribed for telephone service 
as regular customers of LT&T. 

Glennys says her grandfather, now 
retired, lives at Pickrell, but she hasn’t yet 
had an opportunity to tell him about the 
discovery of the old document. 
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Service 


Anniversaries 


E. T. Little 
Auburn 


Mildred E. Hughes 
Lincoln 


Winifred J. Kubes 
Lincoln 


42 YEARS J. G. VanNordheim, Hastings; 
Ruth E. Goslin, Lincoln 


41 YEARS S. G. Nelson, York 
40 YEARS E. T. Little, Auburn 
39 YEARS I. D. Livingston, Tecumseh 
38 YEARS Minnie A. Schlitt, Hastings 


36 YEARS Mable E. Wieting, Beatrice; 
Mary T. Jackson, Lincoln 


35 YEARS H. W. Spahnile, Lincoln 

33 YEARS G. L. Oglesby, Beatrice; A. J. 
Cox, T. W. Ryan, Lincoln 

30 YEARS Vera E. Norvell, 
Mildred E. Hughes, Lincoln 

26 YEARS R.E. Grant, B. M. Wedgwood, 
Lincoln 

25 YEARS R.C. Humiston, Beatrice; D. G. 
Rutledge, Seward 


24 YEARS Elizabeth D. Behm, Rexine F. 
Bretta, Lincoln; Mildred R. Tucker, Nebraska 
City 


Beatrice: 


35 
Years 


H. W. Spahnle 
Lincoln 


D. G. Rutledge 
Seward 


R. C. Humiston 
Beatrice 


A. R. Stahly 
Lincoln 


F. F. Stoll 
Nebraska City 


23 YEARS Virginia A. Baker, Hastings; 
Emma M. Fuller, Mary Tice, Lincoln; P. V. 
Eckles, Superior 


22 YEARS Martha Dietrich, Hazel JI. 
Thomason, C. S. Whittington, Lincoln 


21 YEARS J. E. Findley, Crete; D. R. 


Swanson, Lincoln 


19 YEARS B. B. Strayer, Crete; M. M. 
Heath, Hastings; J. L. Summers, Hebron; O. L. 
Clark, J. E. Geist, Phyllis A. Lukassen, Bernice 
M. Prell, L. W. Ward, Lincoln 


18 YEARS Betty A. Christensen, Nebraska 
City 


17 YEARS CC. W. Hayes, Hastings 
16 YEARS Edith L. Parsons, Lincoln 
15 YEARS N.C. Duer, Lincoln 


14 YEARS D. B. Boerrigter, Mabel M. 
Lipskey, B. D. Livingston, Dorothy B. Scheele, 
Lincoln 
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30 
Years 


Vera E. Norvell 
Beatrice 


15 
Years 


N. C. Duer 
Lincoln 


‘ 
Shirley A. Pankoke 
Seward 


13 YEARS F. 0. Jurgens, Beatrice; Bonnie 
J. Einspahr, Hastings 


12 YEARS J.T. Murray, Hastings; D. L. 
Kissinger, Lincoln 


11 YEARS T. L. Boyd, D. E. Cotton, J. L. 
Hardesty, W. J. Leitgeb, R. R. Retzlaff, Lincoln 


10 YEARS Winifred J. Kubes, A. R. Stahly, 
Lincoln; F. F. Stoll, Nebraska City; Shirley A. 
Pankoke, Seward 


9 YEARS H. A. Hill, W. G. Mulder, 
Lincoln; H. W. Hill, Seward 


8 YEARS D. L. Piersol, W. D. Sievers, 
Lincoln 


7 YEARS Loraine Bryant, Ashland; Darlene 
C. Hauff, Norma J. Vineyard, Hastings; 
Lenora B. Durante, D. A. Gies, Lincoln 


6 YEARS L. J. Schmit, Fairbury; A. N. 
Cochran, Jr., Hastings; D. E. Wissel, Lincoln 


5S YEARS Winifred L. Springer, Beatrice; 
Bonnie K. White, Hastings; G. B. Mumby, 
Lincoln 


The Areas 


Auburn Area 


by Dorothy Biggerstaff 


With the arrival of spring the Auburn 
employees have been stirring out of their 
winter lethargy by indulging in their favorite 
hobbies. Ed Eitzmann, the fisherman in our 
group, has already been trying out the streams, 
with no apparent luck, as yet... Fenton Kipling 
is the proud owner of a golf cart. The other 
golfers, Bud Wheatcraft and George Eggleston 
are also putting in as much time as possible 
on the golf course. Bud is the new Chairman 
of the Gold League. Committee for men’s golf 
...Ivan Haith is all set for vacations with 
a brand new Sunset Traveler Trailer...Ed 
Eitzmann and Yours Truly celebrated birthdays 
during March with lovely cakes and coffee with 
all the Auburn employees...Alan, son of 
Amel McVay has a broken arm, which means 
that Amel has another job—delivering papers. 
Amel prides himself as being an early riser, 
and that means his customers can count on 
their morning paper for breakfast for sure... 
Marcelene Behrends and husband enjoyed 
dinner and a social evening with friends in 
Omaha March 17...Diane Wheatcraft spent 
Easter weekend with her parents and sister 
Debbie...Greg, son of Harry Rogers, rated 
a superior for oral interpretation of poetry, 
drama and the one-act play at the District 
Speech Contest on the Peru Campus March 25 
...A new furnace has been added to the 
Humboldt office... Auburn employees extend 
profound sympathy to Jack and Viola Little on 
the death of Clemmy Thomas, Viola’s sister. 
Clemmy was well known for her skill in baking 
—she has supplied cakes and cookies for 
special occasions for our group for many 
years...S. M. “Mike” Carr attended the 
annual Recognition Dinner of the Cornhusker 
Council of the Boy Scouts of America at the 
Pershing Auditorium, Lincoln on March 21. 


Fairbury Area 


by Lois Godfrey 


N. D. Folkers and his bowling partner won 
the Open Doubles Bowling tournament at 
Fairbury. They had 1806 for four games... 
Velda Wagner and husband attended the VF W 
Bowling tournament at Columbus and also a 
tournament at Marysville, Kansas... Julie 
Danaher and her Brownie troop toured the 
office... Steven Green and Ross Johnson have 
been working on CATV in Fairbury ... Recent 
visitors in the office were Charles Arnold, Al 
Farmer and Wally Gake all from the Lincoln 
Office... Mandane Reid is enjoying her newly 
decorated kitchen and bathroom... Yours 
Truly and family spent a weekend in 
Oklahoma. 


Hastings Traffic 


by Celeste Bunde 


Carol Yost spent her vacation honeymooning 
at home and fixing up their new apartment... 
Helen Adermann has returned to work after 
being on sickness disability. 


AROUND 


THE CIRCUIT 


This beard belongs to Ron Rakow, Lincoln 
toll equipment. The picture was taken February 
28 and the beard had been growing since 
Thanksgiving. 


Added to the lunchroom in the basement of 
the general office and equipment building in 
Lincoln has been an electronic marvel which 
changes dollar bills. Lunchroom Supervisor 
Ceadia Rauscher demonstrates the proper way 
to insert a bill. 


Hebron Exchange 


by Fern Pool 


All of the Lincoln Telephone employees 
with children in the lower grades were busy 
in March getting ready and presenting school 
plays... Norbert Finke’s wife went to the 


hospital in March with the ’flu...On March 22, 


Mrs. Irene Combs made a surprise visit to the 
office... Kurt Saathoff, son of Harold Saathoff, 
entered the Lions Talent Contest March 13 as 
one of four boys and four girls in an instru- 
mental group called the “‘Rhythm Rascals.” 
The group won first place in the intermediate 
division. 
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Nebraska City Area 


by Betty Christensen 


Vacations: Barbara Liesmeyer spent a couple 
of days in Lincoln and the rest of the time just 
loafing and taking it easy at home. Val Kane 
took a week. George and she had as weekend 
guests their son Clifford Jr., who just graduated 
from Warsham College of Mortuary Science 
in Chicago. Clifford, known to all of us as 
“Corky,” will do his apprenticeship at the 
Sullivan’s Funeral Home of Chicago... Kirby 
Eltiste, son of Mr. and Mrs. Warren Eltiste, 
was crowned King of the annual Fun Nite of 
Nebraska City high school. Ronald, their older 
son, was selected to attend a Social Study 
seminar in Lincoln in April... Lonnie Ganzel, 
son of Adele and Ralph Ganzel, is with the 
National Guard at Fort Lewis, Washington... 
Fred Denson, son of Evelyn Denson, is at 
Great Lakes Navy Training Center... Mr. and 
Mrs. Raymond Bossung attended the weddings 
of their two sons. Ronald was married in 
Lincoln and Tom at Nebraska City... Arnold 
Jun and Cleora Lawrence have both been on 
sick list and we hope at this time they will 
have recovered and be back with us... Ray 
and Helen Bossung and Adele and Ralph Ganzel 
enjoyed a weekend at Burchard Lake in a brand 
new Wanderer Camper of the Bossungs... 
Evelyn Denson says they are getting their 
camper ready for a “fun summer’... Lonnie 
Husing had his first go at fishing... House 
guests of Gregg and Clara Durr were their 
daughter and family, which consists of two 
adorable little red heads... Visitors in the 
office recently have been Mr. Lawson, Mr. 
Walker, Mrs. Combs, Mrs. Johanns, Miss 
Bader and the tiny daughter of Lonnie and 
Jeanne Husing, Kathy Jean...A bit of humor: 
Only a working mother can appreciate this. 
Robin, young son of Shirley and Ray Gruber, 
came home from school with his favorite jeans 
torn. He was told by his mother to put them 
on the mending basket. Robin, after looking 
the situation over, went away mumbling to 
himself, ‘I sure hope I don’t outgrow them 
jeans.” 


Controller 
Data Processing Center 


by Evette Juengel 


A thirty-seven volley gun salute kicked off 
the Nebraska Centennial Celebration on the 
State House grounds March |. A large birthday 
cake was served and a few from our office 
appeared on the scene—Janie Schafer, JoAnn 
Templeton and Evette Juengel. Bill Nuttleman’s 
wife, Marlene, made centennial costumes for 
their two children to wear to school on March 1. 
That evening, Kay and Bob Bayless went to the 
Lincoln Hotel to help get the festivities going. 
Two bands provided music for both ballroom 
and western style dancing... It appears that all 
are in the swing for Nebraska’s Centennial 
Year Celebration!!...March 8, the Fred 
Oeltjen’s received additions to the family — and 
additions in plural. The Oeltjen’s Basset dog 
gave birth to nine puppies... The Willets had 
a wonderful visit with Larry’s brother who 
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Veronica Siske of Beatrice seems undismayed 
by the work on her desk. 


recently finished his stay with the Navy. Larry 
and Jan drove his brother and brother’s wife to 
Beatrice the weekend of March 11 to visit their 
grandparents...OQne by one the beards are 
going and “‘bare faces’’ are emerging in our 
office. Some are almost unrecognizable—its 
been so long since we’ve seen them!... March 
13, a birthday party was given for Scott Juengel 
who became three years old...In March and 
April, Wayne Stahly attended a two-week 
course on DOS Concepts and Facilities... Jim 
Barr is looking for a summer apartment. All 
his school buddies are going home for the 
summer, while Jim stays here in Lincoln to 
work. But until they are reunited this fall, Jim 
has the responsibility of storing all the “junk” 
he and his friends have accumulated! ... March 
22, Yours Truly celebrated a birthday, being 
treated to lunch at the Cornhusker by Cheryl 
Nelson, Marcella Schmidt and Ailene Wilkinson 
...March 25, Roger and Norene Ehrlich 
celebrated their wedding anniversary in Omaha. 
They dined out and then saw the movie “The 
Bible’... Easter is always a wonderful time of 
the year. J. L. Cherry and family remained in 
Lincoln. The Claytons drove to Osmond to be 
with relatives. Sunday after their dinner, an 
Easter Egg hunt was held. Larry and Jan Willet 
spent the day with Jan’s parents. Zigrida 
Taurins and family picnicked at Linoma Beach 
with relatives. The MHilsabecks drove to 
Holdrege where Frank managed to squeeze in 
some golf. Jim Barr went home to York. Del 
and Pat Vanderbeek took their children to 
Pioneers’ Park March 25 for an Easter Egg 
hunt. Kay and Bob Bayless drove to Cortland 
and spent Easter with Kay’s mother. Helen 
Playter took it easy around home. The Bill 
Nuttlemans had Marlene’s parents over to their 
home. Arlene Blum went home to York with a 
basketful of decorated eggs. JoAnn Templeton 
attended early church services. Billie Renker 
and family stayed home... March 27, JoAnn 
Templeton and sister saw the movie ““The King 
and [”’. 


Nature thrives on patience; man 


on impatience. 


~ Paul Boese 


Frank Fisher at Beatrice makes an adjustment 
in the equipment room. 


Disbursement Accounting 


by Kathleen Hartman 


There were three birthdays in March, Ethel 
Daharsh, Doris Ziegenbein, and Kathleen 
Hartman. On March 1, Kathy Hartman was 
treated to an evening at Tony and Luigi’s 
for her birthday, by her six roommates...On 
March 17 Doris Ziegenbein celebrated her 
birthday at the Esquire Club with husband 
Warren and friends. On March 18 Doris’ hus- 
band Warren left for Fort Bliss, Texas for 
the Army...On March 20 Doris was treated 
to a luncheon by Kathy Sullivan, Diane 
Radenslaben, and Irene Stolz at Hovlands... 
On March 21 Ethel. Daharsh was treated to a 
luncheon at Bishops Cafe by Evette Juengel 
and Marie Vidlock ... Over Easter holiday we 
find the Disbursement Accounting department 
visiting with friends and relatives and sprout- 
ing new Easter outfits. Diane and Terry 
Radenslaben spent Easter Sunday with Diane’s 
parents in Omaha, then later with Terry’s 
parents in Mead... Bob and Kathy Tyler spent 
Easter Sunday in Bee, Nebraska with Kathy’s 
parents Mr. and Mrs. Joe Vondra... Mila and 
Gerald Guenther spent Easter Sunday in 
Beatrice with both parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
G. H. Guenther and Mr. and Mrs. L. R. 
Jackson... Annette Wunderlich spent Easter 
with a girl friend... Kathy Hartman went home 
to Dawson with her roommate Rose Manley 
for Easter, and had an Easter dinner with 
Rose’s family... Doris Ziegenbein had com- 
pany from Omaha for the Easter weekend, and 
they attended midnight mass at The Cathedral 
of The Risen Christ... Kathy Sullivan cele- 
brated Saint Patricks Day with friends out at 
the Esquire. Would you believe “green 
spaghetti?” ... Estella and Harold Foght drove 
to Charles City, lowa for a weekend to pick up a 
desk which she inherited... Bob Tyler attended 
I.B.M. School March 20 through the 23 in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota...On March 4 Irene 
Stolz attended a convention of the Secretary 
Institute at the Nebraska Center... Annette 
Wunderlich’s sister Linda received a $4,400 
scholarship to a college in Hampton, Virginia 
... Esther Jewell spent a four day vacation 
at home. 
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Revenue Accounting 


by Margaret Nilsson 


Farewell to Linda Bixler. She left on March 
10 to await an expected visit from the stork. 
The girls in the department honored her with 
a luncheon...The new employee is Marie 
Haught, who moved to Lincoln from Aurora. 
Marie formerly worked in the Traffic Depart- 
ment...Qmaha is a popular place in our 
department. Margota Lucs and family went to 
see ““The Bible” at the Cinerama. Afterwards 
they ate dinner at The Townhouse. Alise 
Zalaiskalns’ daughter also went to see ‘“‘The 
Bible’. Louise Jenkins and husband, Max, 
celebrated Louise’s birthday in Omaha on 
March 11...A wedding shower was held for 
Susie Jenkins on March 3 by Pam Mewes and 
Cassie Banker. Susie, to her surprise, was 
expecting to see the movie ‘“‘Monkeys Go 
Home” and instead a shower... Who wants to 
lose weight? Not Bob Ross. He ventured out 
to rake his yard and to his surprise he gained 
a pound... Hebron was a place for excitement 
on the weekend of March 18. Sandy Freeman’s 
parents celebrated their 40th wedding anniver- 
sary at the Legion Club with a dinner and a 
dance... Bobbie Reason’s grandson, Ricky 
Walters, was confirmed on March 19 at the 
Ebenezer United Church of Christ. A dinner 
was held afterwards...Crystol Miller’s son- 
in-law, Capt. David Linn, arrived home from 
Viet-Nam on March 8. Criss and husband, 
Charles, celebrated their wedding anniversary 
and David’s arrival with a dinner at the Esquire 
Club. On March 30 David and family will 
move to Washington D. C.... Darlene Timm’s 
niece, Carolyn Tribble, is visiting for Easter 
vacation. She is from St. John’s college in 
Winfield, Kansas... Helen Short’s son, Michael, 
graduated from Officers Training School on 
March 23. Helen and family flew to Newport 
News, Virginia for the occasion. 
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Custodial Department 
by Velma Schaaf 


Paul Radebaugh’s son was home on leave 
from the Air Force and Paul took one week of 
his vacation at that time...Marie Rowell 
visited her father at Falls City on a Saturday 
... Mary Johnson had as her Easter guest her 
daughter and family from Columbus... Wayne 
West, who attends the University, spent his 
week of spring vacation with his parents... 
Rose Marie Van Arsdall has been a busy gal 
getting moved and settled in their new home. 


Traffic 


Traffic Unit | 


by Dona Logan 


Many of our April vacationers preferred 
spring house cleaning or just plain relaxation 
at home to traveling although there were 
several who did travel... Dorothea Heckman 
combined both house cleaning and visiting with 
relatives in Kearney... Pat Walker made house 
cleaning her project during her vacation... 
Barb Guenther, Connie Gleason and Barb 
Maipert planned little else but sheer relaxation 
...Jean Herbolsheimer was faced with the 
awesome task of visiting her dentist...One 
lucky April bride is Carol Delong who ex- 
changed vows in Falls City... Velda Williams 
also planned her wedding during April... Letha 


Norby remained at home but entertained out- 
of-town guests... Not all of the vacationers 
were home bound. Some sought new and un- 
familiar surroundings like Doris Lund who 
favored Albuquerque, New Mexico as_ her 
vacation spot...Edna Beach spent time in 
Las Vegas and toured parts of California... 
Eunice Bayliff experienced her first flight to 
Lancaster, California to spend time with 
children and grandchildren... Dixie Unger 
vacationed in St. Louis with her family...A 
farewell party was given at Tony and Luigi’s 
for Sue Charlson, a supervisor in this depart- 
ment. She was presented with a pair of jade 
earrings, a duster, and a hair dryer. Sue is 
planning to attend summer classes at Kearney 
Teachers College. 


Unit Il 


by Jeralyn K. Pittman 


Although March characteristically brought 
with it strong winds, it also brought signs of 
spring and of spring fever... Several girls with 
faces aglow displayed their sparkling diamond 
rings and spoke of wedding plans. Among those 
were Velma Clinger. Jackie Nickell announced 
plans to wed May 27. Assistant Chief Operator 
Evelyn Menke also is wearing a lovely ring. 
... Frances Duryea was one of the few 
vacationers during the month of March. 
Frances and her husband visited their son Lt. 
Col. Paul Duryea and family in Enid, Okla- 
homa...Joyce Paul, my two sons, and I 
motored to Minnesota over Easter weekend. 
We were welcomed by my grandparents Mr. 
and Mrs. G. E. Onnen, warm temperatures, 
in the upper thirties, mud and snow... 
Margaret Wurm answered an intercept signal 
“This is a Special Operator. What number, 
please?” The customer replied ‘Oh, I riled 
the dong number!” Evidently he was a victim 
of spring fever... Ruth Goepfert was asked 
for the lawyers association. “You know 
Operator, you have to be admitted to it to 
practice law,” the customer said. Ruth sug- 
gested “Sir, are you referring to the Nebraska 
Bar Association?” “No!” the man answered. 
“It has nothing to do with drinking and the 
A. A. A.”...In March a letter appeared in 
the Ann Landers column. Shortly thereafter 
Cecil Morehead answered an information signal 
and a young girl congratulated her on being 
in the Ann Landers column...On March 31 
Rhea Hatch was almost convinced that April 
1 was the date that daylight savings time went 
into effect. Approximately six customers had 
informed her of this. Because she had to be 
at work April 1, she decided to make sure. 
Fortunately, she did check and avoided being 
an April Fool victim...Jerry Braasch felt 
she had been forgotten on her birthday April 1. 
No one mentioned it all day and that evening 
When she wanted to start dinner, husband 
Bill said he would rather have a hamburger 
at a drive-in. Instead of a drive-in, however, 
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Here’s the Bob Turner family of Lincoln, all 
duded up for Nebraska’s Centennial celebration. 


the conclusion of the season. Shown here as they prepared to partake of the meal are some of the 
players, plus Company representatives Tyler Ryan, at the end of the table and J. E. Geist near 


the middle. 


he took her to their daughter’s home where 
a surprise birthday dinner was waiting. 


Executive Offices 


by La Vaugn Reddish 


Mr. and Mrs. T. C. Woods, Jr., spent two 
weeks in East Africa recently. They head- 
quartered in Kenya and Tanzania and visited 
all of the game reserves in the area and also 
spent a week at the Mount Kenya Safari Club. 
Mr. Woods said that he had never seen so many 
animals in his life... Kay Portsche’s sister and 
her family visited the Portsches for several days 
while they were in Lincoln. They have since 
returned to Virginia and plan to be there until 
June when they receive a new assignment... 
We extend a big welcome to Joy Smith who has 
joined the eighth floor gang. Joy is a former 
employee and has run into many familiar faces 
since her return to the Company... Marieta 
Songster spent the Easter holiday in Nebraska 
City ... The Cumminses have a new pet at their 
house—a little black bunny. Phyllis said that 
it’s quite a hit with the children in the neighbor- 
hood but it hasn’t made friends with the family 
cat as yet. 


Retired Club 


by Merlie Markuson and Bertha Sharp 


Cecile Anderson flew to Houston, Texas to 
visit a great niece and will return home via 
Duncan, Oklahoma to see another niece... 
We are happy to report ‘“‘Swede”’’ Foster is 
making a nice recovery, but regret to say he 
still can’t do too much walking on his ankle... 
Hattie Staley is up and about after having a 
bout with the “flu bug...Eva Armstrong 
entertained her ciub from Seward this past 
month... Mary Carroll’s daughter and family 
from Grant, Nebraska attended the basketball 
tournament in Lincoln... Visitors in the Stacy 
home were Mrs. Stacy’s sister and husband, 


Blessed Cuvuiks 


Mr. and Mrs. Roy Schroeder announce the 
adoption of a son, Roy Wayne, Jr. The lad 
was born January 22 and weighed 8 pounds 
and 8-1/2 ounces. Roy is employed in the 
Lincoln wire chief's department. He and his 
wife also have two daughters. 
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Mr. and Mrs. T. G. Horung from Washington, 
D.C. and Mrs. Stacey’s brother and wife from 
Sidney, Mr. and Mrs. John A. Elwell... Mrs. 
Schellenberg entertained her Past Matrons 
club of the Eastern Star...Harlan and Mrs. 
Cane are home after spending two months in 
Florida. They report a delightful trip. 


SWAP 


Column 


For Sale, Baby car bed, car seat, infant seat. 
All in excellent condition. Phone 432-4791. 


For Sale, Size 8 white blazer, new. Darrell 
Neemann, phone 466-0027. 


For Sale, RME 4350A “ham” radio receiver. 
$75. F. L. McCormick, phone 489-1310. 


For Sale, 1958 Oldsmobile convertible. Good 
condition, new top and two new snow 
tires. Phone 432-3740 after 5 p.m. 


For Sale, Craftsman drill press with Y3 hp 
motor. Used only a few hours. $75.00. 
Phone 466-4782. 


Card of Thanks 


| wish to express my thanks to those who 
gave blood and aiso to those who sent 
flowers or cards during my recent operation 

and stay in the hospital. 
D. M. Hunt 


| want to thank everyone for the cards, 
flowers and visits during my recent illness. 
Bernard Macholan 


| want to thank all my friends of the Telephone 
Company for the many cards, flowers and 
telephone calls and the many personal 
visits during my recent stay in the hospital. 
Frank Norton 
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Star-spangled way 
to sweeten up 
your future 


The old American proverb says, “money isn’t everything, but 
it sure helps.” 

And that goes double for the money you put in U.S. Sav- 
ings Bonds. Because this money helps two ways. 

First, it helps your future. Putting youngsters through 
college. Building homes and summer cottages. Buying cruises 
for you and the spouse. You dream it, Bonds can deliver it. 

Second, it helps your country now, by making Uncle Sam 
a stronger influence in an unsettled world. 

Your fellow Americans have tucked over 48 billion dollars 
into U.S. Savings Bonds. Why not join them? There’s no 
safer investment anywhere in the world. 
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Keep freedom in your future with 


U.S. SAVINGS BONDS 


A LEADER IN NEBRASKA 
First successful dial exchange 
First mobile telephone service 
First operator toll dialing 
First subscriber toll dialing 
First IMTS mobile service 
First inward WATS in the state 
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@ REPLACING equipment for 
LT&T is a constant task. In the 
past year several small wunat- 
tended exchanges have received 
replacement equipment either be- 
cause of growth or because of 
the age and obsolescence of the 
system. 

If there is one man most likely 
to be on hand when the final 
steps are taken in the replace- 
ment of equipment, itis Fred Mc- 
Mormick, COE supervisor, shown 
here checking out a newly in- 
stalled system. The photo was 
taken several months ago at 
Colon. 


Three From Old Families 


@ Three LT&T employees had a spe- 
cial interest in the April 23 Century 
Family Recognition dinner held in Lin- 
coln. They are members of families 
which have been in the county for a 
full century. 

The employees are Art Sharp, Ralph 
Retzlaff, and Larry Schmutte. 

Art’s great-grandfather, Jonathon, 
came to Liberty from Tennessee in 
1865 to take out a homestead. His deed 
was signed by President Polk. Art has 
a table and chair that the pioneer 
settler brought to Nebraska with him. 

Ralph’s great-grandfather, Charles, 
settled in Nebraska in 1858 near Wal- 
ton. The old homestead is still in the 
family, says Ralph. Charles was the 
first constable of the unorganized Lan- 
caster County. 

Larry’s wife is a descendent of Wil- 
liam Kirtley who migrated from Ken- 
tucky to this county, where he home- 
steaded. Later he operated a grocery 
store in College View and then a lum- 
ber yard in Cheney. He was one of the 
early importers and breeders of Angus 
cattle. 

We hope that descendents of these 
early pioneers will be able to remain 
in the state and the county for another 
hundred years. 


Plant Department 
ACCIDENT REPORT 
Year Through March 


ON THE JOB 1967 1966 
Lost Time Accidents ........ ] ] 
No Lost Time Accidents ......17 10 
OFF THE JOB 
Lost Time Accidents _...... _ 9 6 
No Lost Time Accidents .... O 6) 
MOTOR VEHICLE 
Our POUND  cctexeacicoetcttnctsce: 6 6 
Their Fault .... re | 6 
Unknown or Other ............ 3 2 
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KOMMENTS 
BSINEIN 


By Kenneth Clinefelter 


@ If we didn’t know that they have 
been working on plans for many 
months, we might (rather conceitedly) 
think that the 1967 picnic committee 
had planned the social event around 
our particular needs this year. 


When we first learned the date, Sat- 
urday, June 24, we were greatly dis- 
tressed because Ye Editor and his wife 
had already laid plans to attend her 
20-year high school class reunion at 5 
p.m. that day—some 50 miles from Lin- 
coln. We wouldn’t want to miss either 
event. 

After puzzling over this dilemma for 
a few days, we learned of the greatly 
changed picnic schedule. It was as if 
the committee had been looking over 
our shoulders and adjusting their plans 
to suit us. But actually they first began 
to formulate new ideas right after last 
year’s picnic. 

Anyway, as you will read elsewhere 
in this issue, it will be possible for us 
(and any other family in a similar situ- 
ation) to spend a couple of hours at the 
picnic, take in all of the events, then 
leave for the out-of-town reunion. The 
entire array of picnic activities is 
spread over almost all of the afternoon 
and anybody can come at any time or 
leave at any time and still not miss any- 
thing. Our particular and special thanks 
to the committee! 
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In this issue is a historical outline 
of the progress in transportation since 
Nebraska became a state and since our 
Company was formed. A couple of 
other facts which we encountered while 
preparing this material may be of in- 
terest to you, too. 

In 1904, it is reported, there were 
only two automobiles in Kansas City. 
But the two managed to get involved 
in a collision with each other. 


The same year leading financiers 
warned us that our automobile produc- 
tion of 23,000 was a serious case of 
overproduction. In 1967 this would be 
less than a week’s production for sevy- 
eral different auto manufacturers. And 
still cars do not appear to be a drug 
on the market. 


Which points up the fact that ac- 
curately forecasting the future is even 


more difficult than forecasting the 
weather. 


This was the scene Sunday morning at the Parkway Lanes as the ladies took over and knocked 


‘em down. 


Shirley Gilmore is shown receiving one of her 
three trophies. She took All Events handicap and 
scratch. 
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A handsome bowling bag, donated by the 
alleys, went to Rexine Bretta who had second 
high score in singles. 
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Women Keglers 
Topple Pins 


In Tourney 


HUNDRED and ten women bowl- 

ers from over LT&T’s territory 
toppled the pins Sunday, April 30, at 
the annual Women’s Company-Wide 
Bowling tournament. 

If any one kegler dominated the 
event it was Shirley Gilmore, who won 
the All Events Handicap with a 1719; 
the All Events Scratch with a 1602; and 
teamed up with Millie Versaw to win 
the Doubles Handicap with 1122. Wi- 
nona Stephenson won the Singles Han- 
dicap with a 621 and the Hastings Red 
team was best with a 2670. The win- 
ning team, from the Hastings Traffic 
Department, was composed of Celeste 
Bunde, Elaine Kershner, Betty Mooney, 
Florence Uhrmacher, and Arlene Oli- 
ver. 

Rexine Bretta won a handsome bowl- 
ing bag donated by the Parkway Lanes 
and the prizeless honor of second place 
among the teams went to the Tiger- 
Ettes of Wahoo with a 2592. 

Bowling started Sunday morning at 
9:30 a.m. and continued through 1:30. 
There were 24 entries in the doubles 


- and singles and 23 teams. At the con- 


clusion of the games, the bowlers gath- 
ered at 4 p.m. at the Congress Inn at the 
west edge of Lincoln for a social hour 
and a 6:30 p.m. dinner. Although a few 
bowlers from a distance or girls with 
conflicting work schedules or engage- 
ments were not able to stay for the 
meal, most did. 

Trophies were presented by J. E. 
Geist, Personnel supervisor. 

Committee handling the tournament 
was made up of Wilma Drake, Judy 
Hunt, Carolyn Karcher, RoJean John- 
ston and Pearl Winscot. 
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Shirley Gilmore and Millie Versaw flank Jim 
Geist as they accept their doubles trophies after 
the tournament. 
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Handling the front door were Dick Fischer and Ramey Johnson, who took turns greeting visitors 
and opening the door. 


The business office 
in the community. 


Al Farmer explains the advantages of a hands-free telephone, using an Ericofon to place a 
demonstraction call to the instrument. 


1.726 Visi 
During O 


TOTAL OF 1,726 residents of the 

Tecumseh area toured the newly 
remodeled building and saw new direct 
distance dialing equipment in operation 
April 27. When the number was tallied 
up, it was found that 391 men, 608 
women, and 1727 children had gone 
through the Tecumseh central office. 


The tour was set up in the usual 
pattern, with adaptions to fit the ar- 
rangement of the Tecumseh plant. 
Visitors entered the Commerical office, 
which is located partly in what used 
to be the Traffic department. They 
waited there for a few moments until 
sufficient numbers gathered for a tour, 
then went to the equipment room, 
where the marvels of electro-magnetic 
switching were briefly explained. 


They saw the step-by-step switches, 
the DDD ticketing equipment, test 


board, battery rack and other workin 

parts of the exchange. They also viewed 
a working display of the latest tele- 
phone equipment available to our cus- 
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Mary Bornemeier shows how to place a Direct 
Distance Dialed call, using a demonstration board 
which shows the routing. 


t Tecumseh 
pen House 


tomers, saw a demonstration of how to 
place a long distance call, and got a 
good look at a historical display of 
telephones now obsolete. 


Before they left the building they 
were treated to coffee or soft drinks 
and cookies, served by ladies of the 
Tecumseh Presbyterian church, and 
were given souvenirs such as key 
chains, rulers and note pads. 

On hand to conduct the visitors 
through were telephone folks from a 
wide area. Many area and exchange 
managers assisted, as did employees of 
the general offices in Lincoln. 

During the morning school children 
went through the building in pre- 
arranged tours. In the afternoon and 
evening, adults, many of them bringing 
children along, visited. The flow of 
people was steady until about 8 p.m. 
when it began to slow. 

Capping off the successful event was 
the local newspaper coverage of the 
Open House, which included a display 
of five photos on the front page. 


George Eggleston explains a piece of telephone 
equipment to a somewhat puzzled visitor to the 
exchange. 
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a lull in visitors for a few moments of serious 
conversation. 


ALL FOR JUST PENNIES A DAY 
‘5° per mewth 
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SUBSCRIBE NOW AND Saye 
fore wee ‘ rte — 


AY ko ee 
ay » 
Surrounded by flowers, Mrs. Bohling helped welcome visitors. To the left is a closed circuit TV 
which showed visitors how they looked. 
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A visitor takes a close look at one of the 
antique telephones on display during the event. 


Charles Arnold and Ed Ernst took advantage of 
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This picture, taken in front of the original LT&T b 


uilding on 14th Street, s 
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Company in 1909. Probably few of the men in this picture realized it at the time, but the horse was soon to give way to swifter 


methods of transportation. A decade 
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later the automobile was a common sight. 


In bad weather and rough country the saddle horse brought telephone men to the scene of 
trouble. This shows Bob Scouborg in 1910 as telephone men battled flood waters. 
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Two of the early means of telephone transportation are shown in front of the original LT&T 


building. At the left is a man with bicycle and at the right are several parked motorcycles. 
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NE HUNDRED years ago, when 

Nebraska achieved the status of 
statehood, the world was a much dif- 
ferent place. In previous articles we 
have touched on the progress in com- 
munications and in the telephone busi- 
ness. 

But there have been other changes 
affecting our Company and the way 
we do business and our society as a 
whole. One of the most striking has 
been the progress in transportation. 

Back in 1867 just about the only way 
to get anywhere in Nebraska was by 
use of muscles—either human or ani- 
mal. First mechanical transportation to 
reach what is now Nebraska was prob- 
ably a river steamer. Steam propulsion 
of water-going vessels was known prior 
to the Civil War. . 

But this type of transportation was 
practical on only one river serving Ne- 
braska—the Missouri. Many people did 
come to the state over water courses, 
some by river steamer, but this type 
of travel has been somewhat limited. 

First European travelers to Nebraska 
were trappers and explorers. They fol- 
lowed rivers and streams, using muscle- 
powered canoes, horses or “shank’s 
mare” (their own feet.) 


Y THE TIME Nebraska achieved 

statehood a new and exciting mode 
of transportation was reaching into the 
middle of the country—the railroads. 
These were to bring thousands of immi- 
grants to the state as the big railroads 
sought people to form cities and to buy 
their huge holdings of land in the new 
territory. 

It was 1870 before the first railroad 
reached Lincoln. This was the Burling- 
ton and Missouri River road, which 
ran from Plattsmouth by way of Ash- 
land. Other “iron horse” lines followed 
in the next few years. 


Nebraska 


Centennial 


From Horses 
O 
Horsepower 


But when the first telephone arrived 
in Nebraska in 1879 transportation, for 
the most part, depended upon horses, 
mules, oxen or human legs. This situa- 
tion was largely unchanged when our 
Company was formed in 1903 and it re- 
mained thus for several years. 

In the early days of Nebraska’s state- 
hood, roads were even more primitive 
than the means of transportation at 
hand. Early historical records indicate 
that paths and trails cut across lots and 
between widely scattered buildings in 
the Capital City, rather than down 
orderly rows of streets. 


We AND stage routes took off 
at angles across the open prairie 
and were little more than trails, al- 
though there were occasional bridges. 
At least one of these bridges was built 
because of an experiment in mechanical 
transportation which failed. This was 
the steam wagon route which was to 
run from Nebraska City to Lincoln. The 
first steam wagon got a few miles from 
the Missouri river town and broke 
down. There the project was abandoned. 

Some improvement had been made 
by the time our Company was founded 
in the early part of the century. Streets 
were laid out in the larger towns and 
were generally used as routes and rural 
roads were also established. But road 
maps were unknown and long distance 
travel other than by railroad was an 
adventure for the truly intrepid person. 
Rural pavement was unknown and 
gravel roads so rare as to be considered 
top grade highways. 

One telephone man has expressed the 
opinion that these poor—almost non- 
existent—roads and slow, difficult 
transportation were factors which 
helped the telephone business make a 
rapid growth. The primitive and cranky 

(Continued Next Page) 
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A later view shows a couple of LT&T light wagons in front of the telephone building at 
14th and M Streets. 


Old No. 6, a Buick, as it appeared in 19 
which used the vehicle. 
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15. Picture was taken near Ashland with the crew 


From Horses to Horsepower .. . 
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A view of the General office building about 1916 shows a variety of cars, including the old 
International truck at the far right. Old Dobbin was still in use at this time. 
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This view of cable pulling operations at 22nd and “’N” Streets shows the sticky mud early 
motor vehicles encountered even within the Capital City. 
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Near the end of their long “reign’’ these Model T Ford trucks were lined up and photographed in 1927. 
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(Continued from Page 7) 


early-day telephones put farmers into 
much easier contact with neighbors 
and nearby towns. 


F THE GENERAL population had a 

tough time getting around, so did 
early-day telephone men. They used all 
sorts of transportation that today would 
seem impossible. A hint of what was 
expected of those hardy communica- 
tions pioneers was given last month in 
the story about Pep Saunder’s retire- 
ment. Pep —a more-than-49-year vet- 
eran of the industry—in his early em- 
ployment used a bicycle. 

Other old timers have given accounts 
of the telephone man, literally draped 
with equipment and supplies, starting 
off on foot to install or repair phones. 
Sometimes he would catch a horsecar 
or streetcar or maybe even a local train. 
If he was not too heavily loaded he 
might be able to use the bicycle. Only 
those assigned to rural work or heavy 
construction work used horse-drawn 
vehicles. 

In adverse weather, telephone men 
might have to resort to sleighs, saddle 
horses, or even their own feet to reach 
remote locations of telephone trouble. 
Old-timers in the industry sometimes 
recall such feats as walking the entire 
length of a toll line during the winter, 
as they repaired storm damage. Such 
repair work would take days, or even 
weeks. 


UT AS LT&T began operations in 

1904 a new age in transportation 
was beginning to dawn—the automotive 
age. There was little to suggest in those 
early days that the motor car would 
ever become a useful telephone tool. 

When the first LT&T car arrived, the 
automobile was considered little more 
than a toy and reports by eyewitnesses 
of the performance of this early vehicle 
would tend to support this evaluation. 
The first car was a Holsman and while 
the date of its arrival at the Company 
is lost, the circumstances are not. 

It was driven down the alley serving 
the original LT&T building on 14th 
Street one afternoon by Mark Caster, 
Plant superintendent. He promptly 
halted the Holsman and disappeared 
under the car, hammering and prying 
to the great delight of a crowd of on- 
lookers. 

This car was driven by only a few of 
the higher echelon of telephone man- 
agement. Which is just as well, for it 
had some annoying faults. Chief one 
was its rope drive which showed a re- 
markable proclivity to slip helplessly 
when exposed to mud. Remember that 
in the early 1900’s the roads had an 
abundance of this material. 

Many a time, it is reported, Mr. 
Caster got caught in a shower on a 
country road and was forced to tele- 
phone for a team to pull him back to 
town. 


OU MIGHT think this would be 

enough to sour the General Plant 
superintendent on mechanized trans- 
portation. It was not. He could see the 
advantages of horseless carriages and 
recognize that necessary improvements 
were in the offing. 

So the Holsman was followed by a 
high-wheeled, solid-tired International, 
which had a much more reliable chain 
drive. This car remained on the scene 
for several years and was manned by 
cablemen, troublemen and installers and 
soon won a following. Like the Hols- 
man, it had a high single seat and had 
the motor mounted beneath this seat. It 
was cranked from the side as there 
were no electric starters in those days. 
It remained in use even after 1912. 

Next on the scene, bolstering the In- 
ternational, was a Buick, which had a 
four-cylinder in-line engine, as con- 
trasted to the International’s two-cylin- 
der opposed type engine. 

This car had a key-operated ignition 
switch, which gave the General Traffic 
superintendent, George Gann, consider- 
able trouble when he attempted to teach 
Roy Cleveland how to start it. Mr. Gann 
forgot to turn the switch and remem- 
bered only after much tinkering when 
Mr. Cleveland asked what the key was 
TOK, 

UTOMOTIVE progress came fast 

and it was a good thing. For in 
1912 LT&T was greatly expanded by 
reason of an agreement with the Bell 
companies. Instead of serving Lincoln 
and a limited area around the Capital 
City, the Company now had telephone 
interests in 22 counties. 

So a construction truck appeared. 
This was a Buick known as “Old Num- 
ber Six” which had a long life in spite 
of horrible road conditions. The truck 
was a novelty to many communities 
where it appeared for construction 
work, hence was often photographed. 

In the pre-World War I years the 
Ford Model T came into prominence 
and for a time the words “Ford” and 
“car” where practically synonymous. 
The “Tin Lizzie” became the general 
light exchange plant repair car and 
continued in that favored position until 
the late 1920’s. By today’s standards, the 
Model T was not much of a car, but for 
its time it was almost unbelievably re- 
liable and durable. 

Although both horses and autos were 
used for a time, the days of the equine 
in telephone work began to be num- 
bered. The sheer speed of the auto- 
nobile had definite advantages. One 
incident has been recorded which il- 
lustrates this fact. 


T IS TOLD that the Buick roadster 

proved the value of automotive speed 
On one occasion when its driver was 
enabled to leave Lincoln, clear a cross 
in the toll lead near Elmwood, and re- 
turn to Lincoln to brag about the 
achievement in less than three hours. 


Another illustration of the edge in 
time-saving is the following directive 
(which may sound a little funny today) 
issued by Mr. Caster in July of 1919. 

“Several painful and serious accidents 
have occurred while driving Ford cars, 
due to employees losing control of the 
car and having it turn over, either in 
rough or dusty portions of the road or 
at corners. I am personally of the be- 
lief that accidents of this kind are 
avoidable if the speed of the car is 
kept below 20 miles an hour except on 
perfectly smooth sections of road, where 
the speed may be increased to 25 miles 
an hour, but UNDER NO CIRCUM- 
STANCES should a Ford car be driven 
FASTER THAN 25 MILES PER HOUR. 
Our employees got along very well for 
years with horse-drawn livery, which 
seldom reached a speed of eight miles 
an hour, and there is no necessity from 
the telephone company’s standpoint for 
any employee ever driving any car 
faster than 20 miles an hour...” 

20-MILE-AN-HOUR speed limit 

sounds like a snail’s pace today, 
but when you realize it is 2% times as 
fast as a horse-drawn vehicle, it looks 
considerably more impressive. It is ob- 
vious why LT&T rapidly moved into 
the use of autos. 

As the years wore on, the types of 
motorized transportation changed. For 
a time telephone men used motorcycles, 
but these have dropped from the scene. 
There was a brief experiment with 
motor scooters in the post-World War 
II years, but these have also disap- 
peared. 

The venerated Model T gave way in 
the late 1920’s to the Ford Model A and 
other makes were adopted into our 
growing fleet of vehicles. The open car 
gave place to autos with tops and then 
side curtains, and then fo steel bodies 
with doors and glass windows. They 
gained heaters and in recent years some 
of our fleet cars have been equipped 
with air conditioners. Things once con- 
sidered extra equipment—such as speed- 


ometers, Dumpers and spare tires—have 
long been basic parts of the cars and 
trucks. 


S IMPORTANT as the development 

in cars has been the improvement 
in roads. The mud streets were followed 
by gravel, brick and concrete; the bot- 
tomless country roads have been put in 
better condition, with main highways 
well paved and important country roads 
made “all-weather.” A highway speed 
limit which once was 45 mph was raised 
to 60, then to 65, and, on the interstate 
highway, to 75. 

Thus, coincident with the growth of 
Nebraska and the progress of the tele- 
phone industry and LT&T has been a 
vast improvement in transportation. 

Who knows what the next century 
will bring. 
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An early heavy-duty truck, used by the tele- 
phone company about four decades ago. If is a 
Woods. 


1935 or 1936. Harve Armagost is fourth man 
from the left. 
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Late in 1928 the first of the Model A Fords arrived at LT&T. As can be seen here, standard 


equipment did not include bumpers. 
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These four men graduated April 7 from the Plant class of V. P. Spears. Left to right in the . 


picture are Ralph Connors, coordinating Plant supervisor; Gregg Herdlitchka, Arley R. Underwood, John A. 
Weyers, and Dennis Wieting, class graduates; and instructor Spears. 


Graduate from Plant Class 


@ FOUR MEN graduated April 7 
from a Plant class taught by V. P. 
Spears, training supervisor. They are 
Gregg Herdlitchka, Plattsmouth; Arley 
R. Underwood, Hastings; John A. 
Weyers, Lincoln; and Dennis Wieting, 
Lincoln. 


The men were called to the office of 
Ralph Connors, coordinating Plant su- 
pervisor, where they were presented 
certificates of their successful comple- 
tion of the instruction. Mr. Connors 
made the presentations, giving each 
man a handshake and his personal con- 
gratulations. 


Wahoo Girl Wins Telephone Scholarship 


@ ANN RUNYAN, a student at Bishop 
Neuman high school at Wahoo, has re- 
ceived a $100 scholarship from the Lin- 
coln Telephone and Telegraph Com- 
pany. She earned the scholarship at the 
Greater Nebraska Science Fair in April, 
held at the Nebraska City senior high 
school building. 

Miss Runyan won the scholarship for 
her study of precipitation reactions in 
gelatin. 


ETV Meeting Held 
by Telephone Men 


@ A GROUP of telephone men from 
several companies met in the LT&T 
eighth floor auditorium in Lincoln 
April 6 for an Educational Television 
conference. On the agenda for discus- 
sion were maintenance procedures and 
problems. Conducting the meeting was 
Ernie Barney of LT&T. 


Attending the session were repre- 
sentatives of AT&T, Northwestern Bell, 
and Central Telephone Company as well 
as LT&T personnel. 


She is a junior in high school and has 
been teaching dancing for three years 
in order to earn money towards a 
college education. In a note of thanks 
to our Company for the scholarship she 
said, “Your check will make a nice 
addition to my savings.” 

Her winning of the scholarship award 
at the Science Fair is especially appro- 
priate because she hopes to make sci- 
ence her major in college. 
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Telephone Man Gives Helping Hand 


@ PERHAPS it is the nature of our 
business that gives telephone people 
a special character. Or maybe it is that 
the industry, which is dedicated to pro- 
viding an important service, attracts 
employees of an unusually helpful na- 
ture. At any rate, every once in a while 
an incident comes to light which makes 
us proud to be a part of LT&T. 

A recent one was a letter from Mrs. 
Joe Trumble and Mrs. Ron Hein of Lin- 
coln and Muscatine, Iowa, respectively. 
They wrote: 

“On the evening of Friday, April 7, 
my sister and I and two small boys set 
out on a 400 mile trip. After about 40 
miles, and just at dusk, we were very 
dismayed when our tire blew out and 
more so when we realized that neither 
of us had ever changed a tire before. 

“Many cars whizzed past on the in- 
terstate, while we futilely struggled 
with the jack. With relief, but not 
without misgivings, we watched a car 
pull up and a man get out. 

“He asked us if we needed help and 
then set to work, and in no time our 
tire was changed and we were ready 
to set off again. We thanked him and 
asked his advice on buying a spare 
tire. He said to go to a smaller town 
than Omaha to get a better deal. Again 
we thanked him and were on our way. 

“When we pulled into the station in 
Millard, he pulled up beside us. He took 
our wheel and what was left of the tire 
into the station. When he returned he 
told us that another tire was being 
mounted, and that it was paid for. We 
insisted that we couldn’t let him pay 
for it, but he refused to let us repay 
him, saying that he would sleep well 
that night. 

“This man was ‘Hap’ Lane. We wish 
to express our gratitude and renewed 
faith in mankind. We think this should 
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not go unmentioned so we are telling 
you as we understand he is employed 
by the Lincoln Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company. We are so thankful 
that there are still people like this in 
the world, who will go out of their 
way to help someone in trouble.” 
The telephone man who helped the 
ladies is Lloyd Lane, who is a combi- 
nationman in Lincoln Area Plant. 


Richard B. Hobson and William L. Eckles, Jr. . . . 


Hobson, Eckles Take Course 


@ RICHARD B. HOBSON and William 
L. Eckles have completed a course of 
study covering the function, operation, 
testing and maintenance of special tele- 
phone switching equipment. 

The course, on the Series 100 Director, 
was conducted by Automatic Electric 
at its Northlake, Illinois, training 
center. 

Hobson is a traffic engineer in Gen- 
eral Traffic and Eckles an equipment 
engineer in the Engineering depart- 
ment. The two men were among 
trainees from all parts of the country. 

Hobson has been with LT&T for 24 
years. He graduated from Lincoln High, 
attended Iowa State University and 
‘the University of Nebraska, receiving a 
bachelor of science degree in mechani- 
cal engineering from the U. of N. He 
is also a four-year veteran of the Navy 
and a Reservist. 

Eckles is a graduate of the Platt- 
smouth public high school and has been 
with LT&T for 21 years. He served in 
the U.S. Army Signal Corps from 1945 
to 1947. 


These four men graduated March 10 from VY. P. Spears’ Plant class. Left to right are Ralph 
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Connors, coordinating Plant supervisor; Paul Sprouse, Jr., Melvin Jeanneret; Blayne Dyer, and 
Harold Schlender, class graduates; V. P. Spears, instructor; and M. C. Walker, chief engineer in charge 


of Plant and Engineering. 


Four Complete Plant Course 


@ FOUR MEN graduated March 10 
from the Plant class taught by V.P. 
“Doc” Spears. They are Paul Sprouse, 
Jr., Melvin Jeanneret, Blayne Dyer, and 
Harold E. Schlender. Through an over- 
sight the story of their graduation was 
omitted from the last Telephone News. 

But they completed the work on 


schedule and were presented with cer- 
tificates attesting to this fact by Chief 
Engineer M. C. Walker, who summoned 
the class to the seventh floor Plant of- 
fices for the purpose. On hand for the 
ceremony were Ralph Connors, coordi- 
nating Plant supervisor; and instructor 
Spears. 


Sherm's Secret of Perfect Discipline 


@ MERL SHERMAN, LT&T ad- 
vertising manager, was born and 
reared in Tecumseh, so when the 
Company had an open house in 
that community, it was just like 
going home to “Sherm.” He pre- 
pared for the event with just a 
bit more than his usual care. 


“Your Dad told me you were coming,” 
said Merl. 


| 


On the day of the big event, 
Sherm was ready to meet all of 
his old friends and schoolmates. 

When the school children 
started their tours of the building 
and equipment rooms in the morn- 
ing, Sherm decided to see if he 
could find the youngsters of any 
of his old friends. He picked out a 
likely looking boy and asked him 
his name, then his dad’s name. 

Upon receiving this informa- 
tion, Sherm took the ball and ran. 
He proceeded to tell the youngster 
all sorts of things, such as where 
he lived, his mother’s maiden 
name, who his grandparents were 
and the complicated directions 
needed to find their place and so 
on. 

The lad’s jaw dropped open and 
he asked in utter amazement, 
“How did you know all that?” 

Quick-thinking Sherm replied, 
“Oh your dad called down a while 
ago and said yowd be coming 
through and told me to keep an 
eye on you.” 

The much-impressed boy was 
very quiet and attentive as he 
went through the central office. 


Relations Graduates Gather Ns >) a 


The Horse Was Just Plain too Expensive to Use 


Human 
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Relations Courses. 
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HE SWIFT and drastic change 


Only the fact that our manage- 
ment then, as now, was willing to 
examine and test new ideas and 
developments can explain the 
courageous venture into a new 
method of transportation. 


The first motor vehicles owned 
by LT&T may have been an ex- 
periment. But pioneer Plant Su- 
perintendent Mark T. Caster was 


by hauling them to and from work 
in an auto was $795.85. In addi- 
tion to this, the saving by the 
truck hauling material as com- 
pared with team hauling was 
$139.97, making a total saving in 
the truck as compared with a 
team of $935.82, which almost 
paid the first cost of the truck in 
5% months.” 

Mr. Caster then recommended 


of which I would say that the 
repair item is extremely high on 
account of some extraordinary re- 
pairs being made in the month of 
September which this report cov- 
ers and should run from $10 to 
$15 less. 


Expense of horse and wagon as 
follows: 


\} <a Be tained by the truck when com- Oil and gas $ 6.67 A | D; : 
from horse-drawn conveyance paring its operating cost and re- Repairs 25.45 nnua ICnNIC 
to motor driven trucks and cars sults with the operating costs Storage 5.00 
back in the early years of the and results of a team, show that Depreciation 15.00 @AN ALL-NEW and different 1967 
Company seems almost incredible. the amount saved in time of men Total $52.12 LT&T picnic has been planned for Sat- 


urday, June 24. At the state fairgrounds, 
the event will take place from 2 to 6:30 
p.m. 
The hours are shorter than in the 
past, but the action is faster-paced and 
activities have been re-scheduled so 
that more people can take part in them. 
Food will be available from 2:30 to 
6:00 p.m. and you will be able to eat 
any time during these hours. 


soon ready to “prove in” the ‘“‘auto Le) Board $18.00 There will be a carnival type midway 

truck.” We quote from a 1915 re- the purchase of four additional Shoeing and repairs 3.00 with several booths; continuous show- 

port made and signed by him: trucks api cat a and the Depreciation 4.00 ing of movies for the youngsters; a 
; spring rush Of WOrk. Total 295.00 pony ride and “Little Toot” train for 
During the summer of 1914 a But the motor vehicles were : $ 


Buick 1500# truck was placed in 
service with one of our floating 
gangs on an experimental basis. 
This truck was put in service on 
the 13th day of July and a tabu- 


proving out in town, too. Mr. 
Caster reported on this phase of 
the work thus: 

“During the summer of 1915 we 
placed in service in Lincoln an 


The savings in time by use of 
the truck resulted as follows: net 
saving 68 hours at 83¢, $56.44 
which, added to the expense of 
operating the horse and wagon, 


the kids; and combo music all after- 
noon for the young and young-in-heart. 
There will also be a small dance floor 
for those who want to make such use 
of the music and there will be Bingo 


age ; | for less athletically inclined folks. 
Sa 3% lated report covering the service, auto delivery truck for use in the makes a total of $81.44; deducting The drastic change is aimed at mak- 
\ ( : ; § 
Y \ expense and results accomplished Installation Department. Detailed from this the expense of operat- 
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by Objective.” 


@ MORE THAN 100 graduates of 
LT&T’s Human Relations classes at- 
tended a Human Relations Roundup 
April 20 in Lincoln. Moderator was 
Gerard Carvalho of the University of 
Michigan. 

Theme of the all-day session was 
“Management by Objectives.” Mr. Car- 
valho is a research associate in the 
University’s Bureau of Industrial Rela- 
tions and teaches in the Graduate 
School of Business Administration of 


Nuggets of Thought 


Ill fares the land, to hastening 
ills a prey where wealth accumu- 
lates and men decay. 

—Oliver Goldsmith 

Wisdom is knowing what to do 
next; virtue is doing it. 

—Bernard Shaw 

Thinking is the hardest work 
there is, which is the probable 
reason why so few engage in tt. 

—Henry Ford 
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The audience was large and attentive as Mr. 


“ 


Carvalho developed the theme of ‘’Management 


the University of Michigan. 


The Roundup this year had an en- 
tirely new agenda. It started off with 
coffee in the morning and quickly 
swung into a full schedule of talks and 
discussions. Sessions were held in the 
eighth floor auditorium. 


The Roundup had originally been 
planned for last November, but bad 
weather caused postponement of the 
event. 


Doutys Note Birthdays 


@ LAURA DOUTY and her sister, 
Myrtle, flew to the home of their 
brother, Lauren Douty at Greenleaf, 
Idaho, to celebrate the joint birthdays 
of Laura and Lauren. The twins were 
born in Seward 75 years ago on April 
16 and the family gathering observed 
six April birthdays. 

Twenty-three were present, including 
relatives from Scottsbluff, Nebraska, 
and Edmonds, Washington. 
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by this truck from that time to 
1-1-15 shows that the entire cost 
of operating the truck, including 
the salary and board, traveling 
expense of the driver, $1.00 a day 
depreciation, 167 days, and 6% in- 
terest on the investment, $30.00, 
was $821.87; that the results ob- 


Employees in the 


Howard Spahnle, Lincoln, is retiring Exalted 
Ruler of the Elks Lodge No. 80. He has 
been named alternate trustee to the Grand 
Lodge... Dale Heiliger, Lincoln, is a mem- 
ber of The Mellow Lads barbershop quartet 
group which appeared on Educational Tele- 
vision. The group was also pictured in the 
Lincoln Sunday Journal-Star . . . Moreane 
Alldritt, Hastings, presided at the state meet- 
ing of the Business and Professional Women, 
held in Omaha in April . . . Houghton Furr, 
Company treasurer, was a candidate for di- 
rector of the Lincoln University Club. . . 
Marvin Pilfold, Weeping Water, was a char- 
ter member of the newly organized Men’s 
Club, formed to promote Weeping Water 
and to support the city and surrounding 
community . . . Mike Svoboda, Seward, has 
been appointed assistant district commis- 
sioner of Sunrise District, Boy Scouts of 
America .. . Bob Smith, combinationman at 
Nebraska City, has been elected president 
of the Nebraska City JayCees. A resident 
of Nebraska City since 1959, Bob has pre- 
viously been JayCee vice president . . . Ron 
Hoffman, commercial representative in Lin- 
coln, has been named chairman of the year 
of the Lincoln Junior Chamber of Commerce. 
He also received a silver key from the Jay- 
Cees for his work with the organization. . . 
Irene Oltman, Superior cashier, has been in- 


expense figures and work accom- 
plished by this truck have been 
kept. The expense figures as 
compared with the expense of 
horse and wagon and the results 
obtained are as follows: 

Expense of auto truck per 
month: 


Newspaper Headlines 


stalled treasurer of the PTA . 
Hebron manager Ernie Wellman as park 
chairman helped Girl Scouts and Brownies 
plant a silver maple tree at Roosevelt park. 


TWELVE STUDY 
HUMAN RELATIONS 


. Retired 


ing the auto truck leaves a bal- 
ance in favor of the operation of 
the auto truck of $29.32 per 
month.” 


Again Mr. Caster was quick to 
recommend that at least one more 
truck be put in service in the 
near future. 


A bag of silver and gold is soon 
emptied; the purse of an artisan is 
ever filled. 

—Talmud 

Work without protest; it is the 


only way to make life endurable. 
—Voltaire 


@ TWELVE MEN have completed the 
1967 Human Relations and Management 
Training course. Held in Lincoln on 
each Thursday for eight successive 
weeks, the classes began in February. 
Attending were J. C. Smith, C. B. 
Sieck, W. M. Sherman, L. E. Reighard, 
A. D. Farmer, C. R. Yost, A. R. Sharp, 


ing picnic activities available for more 
employees and their families, regard- 
less of work schedules or other con- 
flicting activities. You will be able to 
sample all of the picnic goings-on in a 
relatively short time or to pick and 
choose those you are most interested 
in. You can also select an early, late 
or intermediate eating time and prob- 
ably avoid long waiting periods in line 
for food. 

The earlier closing hour will make it 
possible for those in the territory to get 
home sooner without missing any of 
the picnic fun. The whole aim is to 
make it possible for more people to 
take part in this social event. 


V. D. Clayton, A. L. DeBacker, J. E. 
Findley, R. H. Culver and M. O. Ifland. 

The course was conducted by J. E. 
Geist and Gar Donnelson and took the 
form of a discussion session. At the 
conclusion of the eight weeks, the grad- 
uates and their wives attended a gradu- 
ation dinner April 14 at the Cornhusker 
Hotel. 


Human Relations class members met with their wives for a dinner at the 
conclusion of the course. This is the left half of the horseshoe table. 


On the other side of the central pillar were these Human Relations grads 
and Company representatives. The dinner was at the Cornhusker Hotel. 
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Anniversaries 


H. O. Gillespie 


Beatrice 


C. H. Kermoade 
Sutton 


Cc. P. Franzen 
York 


A2 YEARS W. K. Eno, M. H: Metcalf, Lincoln 
AO YEARS H. O. Gillespie, Beatrice 

39 YEARS A. L. Johnson, Lincoln 

38 YEARS Moreane I. Alldritt, E. J. Flower- 
day, Hastings; R. E. Mills, Lincoln 

34 YEARS Verna M. Alexander, Lincoln 

33 YEARS Myra M. Metcalf, Lincoln 

32 YEARS R. R. Winders, Lincoln 

30 YEARS G. C. Artz, P. J. Garvey, Lincoln 
25 YEARS C. H. Kermoade, Sutton 

24 YEARS Eleanor L. Buettgenback, R. B. 
Hobson, Lincoln; Thelma L. Tritsch, Platts- 
mouth 

23 YEARS Bernice E. Tyson, Lincoln 

22 YEARS C. D. Bucknell, W. L. Eckles, Jr., 
C. R. Stock, D. C. Weaver, Lincoln; J. G. 
Durr, Nebraska City 


i / ont, 
D. R. Leber 
Beatrice 


21 YEARS W. P. Barry, Crete; Olga S. An- 
dersen, Francis I. Duryea, R. W. Slote, Be- 


atrice M. Sundberg, Lincoln. 


20 YEARS J. J. Keogh, Hastings; W. M. 


Sherman, Lincoln; C. P. Franzen, York 


19 YEARS Maxine I. Jones, Hastings 


18 YEARS H. A. Ehrlich, Lois J. Meyers, Pa- 


tricia A. Tindall, Lincoln 
17 YEARS Wilma K. Drake, Lincoln 


16 YEARS W. D. Minich, Jacqueline M. Shel- 
don, R. D. Thallas, Lincoln; Dorothy S. 


Everett, Nebraska City : 
14 YEARS Ivan Tyrrell, Lincol 
13 YEARS Lois F. Godfrey, Fairbury 


12 YEARS R. J. Ankersen, Beatrice; G. E. 
Graf, J. B. Gray, R. G. Hunt, F. R. Sego- 


viano, J. J. Swigerd, Lincoln 


ian ee 


L. D. Anderson 
Geneva Lincoln 


bee | pa At) 4 
G. C. Artz P. J. Garvey 
Lincoln Lincoln 


. 


Wi 
J. J. Keogh W. M. Sherman 
Hastings Lincoln 


Rita Vyhlidal 


11 YEARS D. C. Enderle, Crete; Betty A. 
Mooney, Hastings; Virginia A. Danczak, 
K. A. Darby, J. R. Garrison, G. J. Salber, 
Mary L. Wynn, Lincoln 


10 YEARS D. R. Leber, Beatrice; L. D. An- 
derson, Geneva; Rita M. Vyhlidal, Lincoln 


9 YEARS H. L. Feather, C. H. Story, F. H. 
Woods, T. C. Woods, Jr., Lincoln 


7 YEARS N. D. Brauch, Fairbury; A. R. Un- 
derwood, Hastings; J. R. Bryant, J. L. Cherry, 
R. D. Ehrlich, R. L. Hardt, Ceadia C. 
Rauscher, Ian Summers, D. E. Vanderbeek, 
Lincoln 

5 YEARS H. E. Cassner, Jr., Doris V. Lund, 


W. D. MacKenzie, Carolyn S. Pabst, Effie R. 
Richards, Lincoln 


Mev Cnplyyees 


Plant 
R. L. Burns .........- Grdn., Lincoln ...... 4-24 
Te. Es Dubat 2:22.22. Grdn., Lincoln ...... 4-24 
B. L. Lorenzen .....- Janitor, Lincoln ....4-24 


Alyce C. Miner...... Ser. Opr., 
Area Plant .....-.. 4-10 
Barbara S. Smith.... Typist, Supply -..... 4-24 


Gladys A. 
Walvoord ......-.-- Clerk, Supply ........ 4- 3 
Traffic 
Sandra S. Blum ....Opr., Hastings .....- 4- 3 
Donna R. Cuzzupe..Opr., Lincoln ........ 4-10 
Barbara A. 


PreriGhS: cc<coccss Opr., Hastings ...... 4- 3 
Sharon M. Gebo ....Opr., Lincoln ........ 4- 3 
Claudia J. Gilbert ..Opr., Hastings ...... 4- 4 

*Donna R. Goodwin..Opr., Lincoln ...... 4- 3 
Katherine H. 


Hassebrook ...... Opr., Lincoln -....... 4- 3 
*Martha M. 

Hendrickson ...... Opr., Hastings -....- 4- 3 
Marilyn L. 

Johnson ............ Opr., Lincoln ........ 4-17 


Thelma L. Loucks ..Opr., Lincoln .....:..4- 3 
Sally S. McKinstry..Opr., Lincoln ........ 4-10 
Kathryn S. Nelson..Opr., Hastings .....- 4- 4 
Verda S. 
Rickenberg ........ Opr., Beatrice ...... 4-24 
*Stella L. Riebe ...... Opr., Lincoln ........ 4-17 
*Judith A. Stauffer..Opr., Hastings .....- 4- 3 


Lorna L. Stephen ..Opr., Lincoln -....... 4-10 
* Juanita J. Wilson.-Opr., Lincoln -....... 4-17 
Angela M. 

Zwiener ........------ Opr., Lincoln ........ 4- 3 


*Re-employed 


Committee Comments 
(What they really mean) 

“Are you free for lunch?” (I’ve 
got a proposition. ) 

“He’s just making a grandstand 
play.” (Wish I’d thought of that.) 

“That was a poorly worded mo- 
tion.” (I’m against it.) 

“Gentlemen, this is a simple, 
non-controversial solution 
(Watch out for this one.) 

“Let’s decide this on an unemo- 
tional basis.” (Let’s do it my 
way.) 

“I move we form a subcommit- 
tee to study this request.” (Polite 
death.) 

“I move this request be post- 
poned indefinitely.” (Not so polite 
death.) 

“I propose an amendment to 
this motion.” (Sneak attack.) 

“Let’s not be hasty — let’s ex- 
plore this thing thoroughly.” 
(There’s someone here I’m trying 
to wmpress. ) 


—Community Cable 


Happiness ye) 


Tyler Ryan, General Traffic superintendent 
and Personnel Director, and Mrs. Beth Reith 
were married March 27 at the Church of the 
Holy Trinity, Episcopal, in Lincoln. The 
bride was given away by her son, Walt Reith. 
Mrs. Ryan has been studying for her doctor- 
ate in English at the University of Nebraska. 
The couple took a week's honeymoon in New 


Whessed ee 


Garry and Kay Ridgley are the proud 
parents of a girl born March 8. Patricia Lynn 
weighed 8 pounds 1 ounce and was 21 inches 
tall. Garry is a combinationman in Wahoo 
Plant. 


Savings Bond Quiz 


Question: Has there been some change 
lately in the limitation of purchases 
of Series E and H Savings Bonds? 


Answer: Yes, you may now purchase 
up to $20,000 (maturity value) of 
Series E Bonds, in any calendar year, 
and up to $30,000 (face value) of 
Series H Bénds. Also the one calen- 
dar month’s advance notice before 
redeeming Series H Bonds has been 
eliminated, except for bonds pre- 
sented for payment during the month 
preceding an interest payment date, 
in which event the bonds would be 
paid in the following month. 


Question: Back during World War II, 
we bought Savings Bonds at rallies 
to support our troops overseas. Is 
this appropriate, today, with Viet- 
nam? 


Answer: President Johnson has said 
that the purchase of Savings Bonds 
not only strengthens the economy of 
the country but backs the attack of 
our fighting men in Southeast Asia. 


Transfers, Promotions, Title Changes 


P. M. Bailey 
Com’! Rep. 


P. F. Singleton 
Inst. Repr. COE 


Commercial 
P. M. Bailey, installer-repairman, PBX, 
Lincoln to commercial representative 
Carol L. Donnelson, typist, Supply to ser- 
vice representative 


Engineering 

Sylvia T. Dalka, operator, Lincoln to ste- 

nographer 
Plant 

J. E. Bassett, groundman to lineman, back 
hoe operator, Construction 

W. J. Beasley, lineman, large diggef oper- 
ator to lineman, trencher operator, Construc- 
tion 

T. R. Chambers, lineman, back hae oper- 
ator to lineman, trencher operator, Construc- 
tion 

Z. H. Gunn, driver-lineman, Construction 
to combinationman, Area Plant 

R. L. Harris, combinationman to switch- 
man, Area Plant 
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Audrey McKeown 


R. L. Wenzl 
Inst. Repr. PBX 


J. E. Lee, groundman to lineman, trencher 
operator, Construction 

B. D. Livingston, installer-repairman, COE, 
General Plant to toll terminalman, Area Plant 

L. F. Pohlenz, combinationman, Area Plant 
to Beatrice 

D. R. Shipp, groundman to driver, line- 
man, Construction 

P. F. Singleton, combinationman, Area 
Plant to installer-rrepairman, COE, General 
Plant 

G. A. Wasson, Jr., lineman to lineman, 
cable plow operator, Construction 

D. S. Weber, installer-repairman, COE to 
installer-repairman, PBX 

R. L. Wenzel, combinationman to installer- 
repairman, PBX 

Traffic 

Marion C. Knoble, operator to S.A. 

Audrey E. McKeown, S.A. to A.C.O., 
Hastings 


Harry Knudson Dies; 
Retired Since 1960 


@ DEATH CAME to Harry Knudson, 
retired from Lincoln Area Plant, on 
April 14. Funeral services were held 
April 17 at the Volland and Son Mor- 
tuary at Milford. 
Burial was at Beaver 
Crossing. 

Mr. Knudson be- 
came associated with 
LT&T in March of 
1919 when he was 
employed at Beaver 
Crossing as a combi- 
nationman. Later in 
the year he was made 
a troubleman and he 
alternated between 
the two jobs for a couple of years. He 
became a lineman at Seward in 1921 
and the same year was made manager 
at Beaver Crossing. Later he served 
as manager at Valparaiso and Bennet. 
In the 1930’s he became a combination- 
man in Lincoln and he remained in 
this capacity through the rest of his 
employment. 

Harry’s health failed and he went on 
sickness disability in January of 1959 
and he retired a year later upon com- 
pletion of his sickness disability cover- 
age. His retirement was effective less 
than a year before he would have 
reached the mandatory retirement age 
of 65. 

Harry served the Company well for 
many years and his loss is deeply felt 
by the many telephone folks who 
worked with him. 


Trapshooter Teams Formed 


@ TWO LINCOLN men’s trapshooting 
teams are being sponsored by LT&T 
this year. Captains are Fred McCor- 
mick and George Hunt. The 12 weeks 
of competition were expected to be 
held Thursday evenings. Shooters were 
to fire the first six weeks from the 16 
yard line and then be classified for 
handicap distances. 

Last year LT&T sponsored one team 
in the Industrial League. 

Competition is to be at the Izaak 
Valton League’s new shooting range 
near Cheney. 


Pioneers Add Members 


@ SEVERAL new members have been 
added to the Frank H. Woods Tele- 
phone Pioneer Association. New regu- 
lar members are L. A. Connealy and 
Elmer Schleuger of Lincoln, and Dale 
M. Bollman of Seward. New auxiliary 
members are Elizabeth E. Lemkau of 
3eatrice. Mildred Mulhallen, Marion 
Grant and Beverly Jean Schleuger of 
Lincoln, and Nell C. Bollman of Sew- 
ard. 


Maturity is that point in life 
where, having found it’s only half 


of what we hoped for, we never- 
theless realize it is twice what we 
expected. 


Herman Rumpeltes Retires 


@ HERMAN RUMPELTES has retired 
from the Custodial department after 
about 11% years with the Company. 
He first appeared on our payroll in 
October of 1955 and left upon reaching 
the mandatory retirement age of 65. 

Herman is known in the custodial 
forces for a cheerful greeting and 
pleasant disposition. 

Although he has not been with the 
Company long enough to qualify for a 
service pension, Herman will be eligi- 
ble for Social Security benefits. His 
fellow workers wish him a pleasant 
retirement. 


Golfers Play in League 


@ FOURTEEN golf teams composed of 
Lincoln men employees started play 
last month in a Thursday Evening Golf 
League. Scheduled to continue through 
August 3, the league has 28 regular and 
S1xX substitute golfers. 

Play is taking place on both the 
Holmes and Pioneers golf courses, with 
teams alternating between the two lo- 
cations. The golfers tee off at 5:30 on 
each Thursday night. 

Teams are: 

No. 1—C. Eggerss and R. Mills 

No. 2—J. Filbert and T. Fuller 

No. 3—F. Crewdson and G. Donnelson 

No. 4—F. Hilsabeck and L. Willet 

No. 5—R. Johnson, Jr. and R. Johnson, 
Sr. 

No. 6—J. Salber and K. Paro 

No. 7—D. Norton and D. Weber 

No. 8—R. Cotton and R. Weber 

No. 9—V. Clayton and D. Hobson 

No. 10—L. Reighard and D. Haith 

No. 11—B. White and B. Duer 

No. 12—J. Cruickshank and C. Sieck 

No. 13—G. Gemmell and J. Danek 

No. 14—C. Connors and L. Livingston 

Substitutes are Fred Oeltjen, Gay 
Henderson, Dennis Heidbrink, Bill Nut- 
tleman, Boyd Wedgwood and Ollie 
Hoffman. 


Association Elects Ryan 


@ TYLER RYAN, General Traffic Su- 
perintendent and Personnel Director has 
been elected to a three-year term as di- 
rector of the Nebraska Telephone Asso- 
ciation. He is also a vice president of the 
organization. 

J. C. Orr was elected president and 
director at the organization’s annual 
meeting, held this year in Lincoln. 


Lyman Neff Passes 
at Portland, Ore. 


@ LYMAN W. NEFF, retired from 
Lincoln Area Plant, passed away Tues- 
day, April 25, at Portland, Oregon. 
Funeral services were April 28 at Port- 
land. 

Mr. Neff retired in 
1960, a month or so 
prior to his 65th 
birthday, closing a 
career which dated 
back to the summer 
of 1927. He joined 
the Company then as 
a janitor in Lincoln. 
In a few years he be- 
ty. came assistant custo- 

a! 5a dian and in 1934 was 
named eaasdien a title he held until 
his retirement. 

Lyman was widely known in the Lin- 
coln area, particularly in the general 
office building, for it was he who had 
the responsibility for seeing that the 
various building custodial services in 
all of Lincoln were properly carried out. 

Lyman chose to take his retirement a 
little early in order to have good 
weather to move immediately to Ore- 
gon, where his children reside. He had 
enjoyed his retirement there and there 
was no advance warning of the ailment 
which unexpectedly and quickly 
claimed his life. 

He will be long remembered by the 
many folks who had occasion to work 
with him or benefit from his assistance. 


Gary to Run in Derby 


@ GARY SCHRANK, son of E. C. 
Schrank, LT&T training supervisor, 
will be sponsored by the Company for 
the third time in the annual Soap Box 
Derby race in Lincoln. 

Time trials will take place June 24 
and the race on June 25, both at 52nd 
and R Streets. 

In his first year of racing, Gary 
placed second in his age class. Last year 
he won his age class, after running off 
a dead heat, then placed second in the 
finals. 

He will use the same car again this 
year, remodeling it for the second time 
in order to accommodate his increased 
size and weight. Soap Box rules call for 
a limited combined weight of car and 
driver and the more successful com- 
petitors usually arrange to come very 
close to this maximum poundage. 


Surprise Equipment Changed 


@ EQUIPMENT at the Surprise ex 
change has been replaced in order to 
expand service in that community. The 
100-line equipment recently removed 
from the Carleton office was installed 
in order to provide for additional traf- 
fic capabilities. 


Jack Little Has 40 


.T. “JACK” LITTLE of Auburn turned past his fourth 
decade of employment with LT&T on April 25 and the 
occasion was observed a day ahead of time at a luncheon at 


the Cornhusker hotel in Lincoln. 


In the presence of Company officials and friends and 
co-workers, Jack was presented a diamond-studded service 
emblem by Company President Thomas C. Woods, Jr. 


Master of ceremonies for the event was Company Vice 
President Merle M. Hale, who dusted off some of the 
ancient Plant department records and read the entries 
concerning Jack in his early days of employment. He 
noted that Mr. Little started his career on April 25, 1927 
at the rate of $3 a day and that in five months he was 
transferred to General Construction as a groundman, where 
he worked for two days before becoming a third class 


lineman. 


Early comments on his work include: “Very capable, 
diligent worker,” “Very steady, good worker, going to stay 
in the business.” This latter comment proved to be pro- 
phetic beyond the most ambitious expectations of Jack. 

As did all other employees of the Company, Jack took 
a cut in wages during the depression years. The date, well 
remembered by those who went through the traumatic 


experience, was March 31, 1932. 


Commented Mr. Hale after reading several of the glow- 
ing accounts from the old records, “Jack is still a good man 
. We hope Jack has enjoyed working for the Company 
as much as the Company has enjoyed and profited from 


his employment.” 


Turning to the honoree, he said, “It is because of people 


like you the Company is successful. 


Auburn. 


Jack (right) accepts Mr. Woods’ congratulations 


Jack commented, “When I started in 1927 I didn’t 
realize I would stay 40 years. I’ve really enjoyed working 
for the Company and I’ve never met any finer people.” 
He has another year of employment before retirement. 

Mrs. Little, who also attended the anniversary luncheon, 
is a former LT&T operator, who worked at Auburn until 
that exchange was cut to dial operation. 

Others attending the luncheon, beside Company offi- 
clals, were George Eggleston and Fenton Kipling, both of 


Four More LT&T'ers Cash In on Suggestions 


@ FOUR MORE LT&T’ers have cashed 
in on ideas submitted to the Suggestion 
Committee. They are W. D. MacKenzie, 
R. J. Overman, Bonnie Grooms, and 
Lucile Lane. 

Mr. MacKenzie’s suggestion con- 
cerned the securing of aerial ladders on 
Construction trucks. He commented 
that since being assigned to an aerial 
ladder truck, such as used in Lincoln 
and Hastings Construction, he had ob- 
served that when going over rough 
roads or dips in the highway the “lad- 
der bucket flies up in a loose manner, 
creating a strain or bending action on 
the hinges.” He expressed concern for 
the wiring and control switches and 
suggested that a metal stop be welded 
to the rail, restraining the bucket from 
an upward motion beyond its normal 
point of operation. “I think that device 
will save the Company expenses on 
maintenance repairs,” he stated. 

Mr. MacKenzie received an award of 
$20 for the idea. 

Mr. Overman’s suggestion was for a 
device to check the CKO key sets for 
SATT. He made up a device to do this 
checking and explained it thus: “I 
placed 5 48VC lamps in multiple to be 
connected to battery, self-contained in 


a wooden box. We can check the proper 
twin codes that are provided for each 
digit to our SATT system right at the 
SATT positions. It also makes it easier 
to adjust the key sets, as they have two 
spring contacts per key. The twin 
grounds have to be marked on the leads 
out of the SATT position to the ticketer 
at the same time, so this is a critical 
adjustment. By watching the lamps, 
we can obtain an exact adjustment.” 

Mr. Overman attached a schematic 
drawing of his device. His suggestion 
earned him $20. 

Mrs. Grooms’ suggestion was aimed 
at making possible the answering of 
inward calls on positions 120, 121 and 
122 in Traffic. 

She said: “Often it is very busy from 
1:00 a.m. until 4.00 a.m. and the night 
operators are unable to leave their po- 
sitions (120, 121 and 122) to go answer 
inward lights on position 105. There- 
fore, inward lights go unanswered. 

“T suggest that inward come in so it 
can be answered by operators while 
sitting on positions 120, 121 and 122 
without leaving their positions. This 
would save a lot of valuable time taken 
up by going to position 105...” 

Mrs. Grooms was also awarded $20. 


Mrs. Lane’s suggestion concerned 
providing a storage compartment for 
mobile records. She proposed that the 
compartment “be constructed by re- 
moving the top strips directly under 
the slots marked ‘mobile-mobile in- 
formation-mobile on tickets’ on panel 
No. 52. This would facilitate the con- 
venient storing of instruction pamph- 
lets enabling a more efficient operation 
of the mobile position.” 


Mrs. Lane received an award of $25. 


In each instance the full amount of 
the award was given to the employees 
because the tax is paid by the Com- 
pany. 


The exact direction of human 
progress is not yet clear, but at 
least it is evident that we are 
traveling in ever widening circles. 

The Athenians did not look for 
a statesman or commander who 
would help them enjoy a com- 
fortable servitude. They did not 
figure it even worthwhile to live, 
if it were not possible to do so 
with freedom. 


The Areas 


Auburn Area 
by Dorothy Biggerstaff 


Marcelene Behrends has been remodeling 
her kitchen and dining area. She has, among 
other changes, added sliding glass doors and 
a patio .. . Fenton Kipling thought he had 
struck it rich one day recently by finding 
a money pouch containing over $200.00. Of 
course, “honest Kip” was able to identify the 
owner through some checks and returned the 
pouch and contents. Kip says, ‘Oh well, 
maybe next time” . George Eggleston 
spent April 27 in Tecumseh helping at Open 
House ...Ed Eitzmann drove to Byron, Ne- 
braska to pick up his parents who were re- 
turning to Nebraska after spending the winter 
at Tucson, Arizona . Retired employee 
Myron Birdsley and wife recently returned 
from several weeks’ visit with friends in Har- 
lingen, Texas . . George Eggleston is the 
newest member of the Brothers of the Brush 
among Auburn employees by growing a 
moustache ... Mr. and Mrs. Erman Wheat- 
craft attended the Area IV Toastmasters Se- 
rious Speech Contest and banquet held in 
the dining room of the Nebraska State Peni- 
tentiary at Lincoln. Arrangements for the 
banquet were made by inmates of the Ne- 
braska Penal Complex. Approximately 179 
Toastmasters and wives attended, including 


five other couples from Auburn .. . Ed 
Eitzmann is really catching fish now—12 
bass ... Mike Carr, Floyd Tibbles and Harry 


Rogers, the three gentlemen farmer-garden- 
ers around Auburn, are still wondering if 
spring is here yet. Alll their pretty green 
potato tops are now just plain mush. 


Fairbury Area 
by Lois Godfrey 


Tillie Alpers, a retired operator, now living 
in Clatonia was a recent visitor in the office 
.. . Earl Schemmerhorn spent a week’s vaca- 
tion at home and attended the horse races at 
Grand Island ... Mike Danaher flew to Port- 
land, Oregon to attend his brother’s funeral 
...J0hn Brockmeyer is busy building a new 
garage and is keeping the other men busy 
helping in their spare time ... Mike Dana- 
hermand Floyd Nave attended the Human Re- 
lations Roundup in Lincoln .. . Mike also at- 
tended the State NTA Telephone Convention 
in Lincoln . Neil Brauch is working in 
Seward, helping install Cable TV service. 


Hebron Exchange 
by Fern Pool 


L. Livingston of Lincoln joined the Hebron 
employees for a couple of weeks in April and 
Hebron enjoyed having him around .. . Some 
of the Plant employees have been trying out 
their luck in fishing. Fern Pool’s daughter, 
Betty, never wanted anything to do with fish- 
ing. Now she is married and her husband en- 
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joys fishing, so Betty has taken up the sport. 
She says “Just as well join them if you have 
to live with it.’ ... Fern Pool and husband 
had a busy month in April and just finished 
putting paneling in the dining and living 
rooms of their home ... Wauneta Schmit at- 
tended the rock show in Hastings on April 8. 
While there, she visited her brother who is a 
resident of the Soldiers and Sailors home. 


Nebraska City Area 


by Betty Christensen 


Vacations: Ida Francois and Edna Komma 
both enjoyed a week at home. John Rich- 
ards spent two of his weeks relaxing at home 
and Mary Bartyzelle stopped in and told us 
about her three-week bus tour of the eastern 
states. Her favorite stop was New Orleans 
which she says was fantastic. Her trip 
sounded exciting and full of fun ... Those 
attending the Ak-Sar-Ben show of Pete Foun- 
tain were Shirley and Ray Gruber, Mary and 
Martin Gress and Lorraine and Ralph 
Steckley. The Grubers also attended the 
Ice Follies in Omaha .. . Helen Bossung is 
recuperating from major surgery ... Mr. 
Ernst was on the sick list for a spell but is 
getting along O.K. now. He attended a Rotary 
conference at the Cornhusker Hotel in Lin- 
coln March 31 and April 1. Mrs. Ernst vis- 
ited their daughter and family for a few 
weeks in Downers Grove, Tlinois . .. Mr. 
and Mrs. Gregg Durr spent a week in Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, visiting their daughter and 
family ... Mr. and Mrs. Robert Smith at- 
tended a quarterly meeting of the Jaycees in 
Grand Island. 


Sutton Exchange 
by Catherine Cassell 


We extend our sympathy to R. H. Hunzeker 
in the death of his father Ben Hunzeker of 
Sutton ... Catherine Cassell spent two weeks 
in May vacationing at home ...R. H. Hun- 
zeker has been elected Fire Chief of the Sut- 
ton Volunteer Fire Department ... Mr. and 
Mrs. C. H. Kermoade accompanied some of 
the federated church board members to 
Shenandoah, Iowa, where they attended 
church and interviewed a prospective min- 
ister . .. David Kermoade, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. C. H. Kermoade, was one of the 50 
graduating seniors from Sutton high school 
in May. 


Among those at- 
tending the Nebraska 
Telephone convention 
held in Lincoln were 
these members of the 
Frank H. Woods Tele- 
Phone Pioneer Asso- 
ciation. From left to 
right are Ralph Retz- 
laff, Mrs. J. E. Geist, 
Jack Cherry, Bob 
Blackford and Joe 
Adamson. 


Tecumseh Area 


The Tecumseh office has been the scene of 
much activity for many months. The re- 
modeled building was completed and the 
Commercial Department made their final 
move back to the new business office . . 
Thursday, April 27, with the help of fine 
weather we had a successful open house with 
an attendance of 1,726 men, women and chil- 
cren ... Wire Chief Ivan Livingston was on 
the sick list for several weeks . . . Ted Husing 
was the recipient of the high game bowling 
trophy for the 1966-67 season. Ted bowls 
with the Tuesday Night Owl League and 
rolled a 246 game... Jerrold Electronics are 
progressing very nicely with the installation 
of the new equipment for CATV in the Te- 
cumseh area ...Don Meister played the role 
of farmer for two weeks while he was on 
vacation May 7 through 20. 


Controllers 


Revenue Acounting 
by Margaret Nilsson 


Vacation time is starting. Ralph Retzlaff 
had one day of vacation. He and his brother, 
who has a plane, flew to Alma, Nebraska. 
Clara Jones had a quiet two weeks at home 
in April . Easter came early this year. 
Lily Malecek’s daughter from Kansas City, 
Missouri visited for the weekend of March 26. 
Margota Lucs’ daughter came from Boulder, 
Colorado over Easter ... Cleo Hartman and 
husband are riding.in style with a new 1967 
Ford Custom 500. They will keep cool this 
summer with their air conditioning in the car 
_.. Birthdays! Birthdays! Birthdays! Clara 
Jones, Judy Tavis, Marilyn Althouse and 
Edna Rosane all celebrated their birthdays 
in April. Crystol Miller’s husband’s birth- 
day was on April Fool’s Day. They cele- 
brated with dinner at the Esquire Club... 
Ilga Bergmanis doesn’t want to see another 
lawn mower. Well, not until her hand heals 
from being caught in her lawn mower... 
The weather has been disgusting for the 
gardeners. The snow April 23 destroyed some 
tomato plants. However, the snow didn’t keep 
Art Sharp and Ralph Retzlaff from going to 
the Pershing Auditorium for the Centennial 
dinner. They were both honored with certifi- 
cates for having ancestors residing in the 
state for 100 years . Congratulations to 
Larry Connealy. Larry was appointed Direc- 
tor of the Lincoln Lions Club... Alvine 
Upitis’ granddaughter was baptized on April 2 
in Omaha, Nebraska. Alvine celebrated with 
a dinner at her daughter’s house .. . Helen 
Short’s son, Michael, was home from the ser- 
vice for a month. He will now be stationed 
in Germany ... On April 22 Opal Allison’s 
daughter and two grandchildren came from 
Atlanta, Georgia to visit her for several days 

. . Our sympathy goes to Alice Zalaiskalns 
upon the loss of her husband. Olgerts Zalais- 
kalns passed away in Chicago during April. 


Plant 


Custodial Department 
by Velma Schaaf 


Keith Rutherford and wife spent a week of 
his vacation visiting their daughter and fam- 
ily at Marshalltown, Iowa, and also driving 
to Spirit Lake and visiting his brother-in-law. 
. . . Tom Connors caught himself a good 
cold while at R.O.T.C. camp marching in a 
surprise late spring snowstorm .. . Helen 
Martin’s son who is in the U.S. Navy, spent 
his leave visiting his parents Vernon 
Brown, spent his vacation fixing up his 
cabin down on the Blue river .. . Don 
Brunk and wife are trying to raise some 
little wild rabbits they found. Good luck, 
Don ... Mr. and Mrs. Herman Rumpeltes 
had as house guests for two weeks their 


daughter and son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. James 
Larry Russell of Marquette, Michigan. He is 
stationed at K. I. Sawyer Air Force Base, 22 
miles from Marquette and isolated in the 
dense forest. They left the base in a blowing 
snowstorm and upon returning found it still 
snowing. The area averages well over 100 
inches of snow every winter so they really 
enjoyed the spring-like weather here in Ne- 
braska. They left for home just in time Sat- 
urday the 22nd as Sunday Lincolnites woke 
up to four inches of snow on the ground. 


Supply Department 


by Nancy Buck 


Kent Eno has bought a new Mercury ... 
Jack Caley was on a week’s vacation. Said 
he stayed at home and enjoyed the visit 
of his son and daughter-in-law from Wash- 
ington, D.C. ... George Fleck took a week’s 
vacation to work around home... Lowell 
Johnson is a proud grandfather of a baby 
boy born in March Sidney Maynard 
now has a Mrs. Maynard. Congratulations! 

. Elliot Brinkman has returned to work 

. . Clara Edwards went on week’s vacation 
to Des Moines, Iowa Jack Tracy has 
returned to work after four weeks regaining 


his health. 
Traffic 
Unit | 


by Donna Logan 


Although May seems like the ideal month 
for traveling, few vacationers are being 
lured away from home. Genevieve Clapp, 
Lillian Campbell, Doris Sutton and Judy 
Topp expressed the desire to merely relax 
and enjoy themselves, although Judy added 
she planned to play with her baby 
Marjorie Specht stated she would do as 
little as possible during her time off 
Those who felt the urge to clean house were 
Nata Hershey, Jackie Weins and Marcelene 
Ahrens ... Lucile Lane planned to visit her 
sister in El Dorado, Kansas after tending to 
her yard work ... Judy Schmohr also com- 
bined work with pleasure. She and her hus- 
band faced the task of moving into a new 
house but followed up with a trip to Hutch- 
inson, Kansas . . Mabel Volpp also spent 
much of her vacation moving into and dec- 
orating her new apartment ... Hilda Fitz- 
gerald planned to spend her entire vacation 
in Plattsmouth, her home town .. . Evelyn 
Koch attended memorial services with her 
family in Hebron, Deshler and Alexandria 

. . Both June Sole and Ruth Fleischmann’s 
plans were undecided but they were happy, 
nonetheless, at the prospect of having a 
vacation Some vacationers preferred, 
however, traveling and seeing new surround- 
ings like Helen Krieger, who visited her 
sister in Denver ... Gladys Trumble made 
South Bend and Valparaiso, Indiana her des- 
tination. She stayed with her daughter there 
; Pat Walker vacationed in Big Lake, 
Missouri at her father’s resort .. . Janet 
Smith chose to spend her vacation in Wash- 
ington, D. C. . Olga Andersen attended 
her niece’s graduation in Farmington, New 
Mexico ... Ella Hansen visited Cheyenne, 
Wyoming in time to see her niece’s ninth 
grade graduation . . Leta Holscher visited 
her niece and family in Hildreth ... Betty 


Card of Thanks 


| would like to thank the Telephone Com- 
pany and my friends for the cards and 
flowers and for coming to see me at the 
hospital and at home while | was _ re- 

covering from my accident. 
Elliot Brinkman 
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John L. Hardesty 


Hardesty, Green Take Class 


@ JOHN L. HARDESTY and Ramon C. 
Green, LT&T switchmen, have com- 
pleted an advanced course at the Auto- 
matic Electric Company at Northlake, 
Illinois. They studied the operation, 
testing and maintenance of automatic 
toll ticketing telephone equipment. 

Hardesty, who lives at Raymond and 
works in Lincoln, has been with LT&T 
10 years. He is a graduate of Raymond 
high school, served in the National 
Guard and Reserve from 1956 to 1963, 
and is a trustee of the village of Ray- 
mond. ° 

Green lives and works at Hastings 
and has been with the Company more 
than 11 years. He graduated from Has- 
tings high school. 


Behm and her husband spent their vacation 
traveling the countryside in their camper 

. Another outdoor enthusiast was Theresa 
Peters who traveled to Minnesota in a 
camper to do some fishing ... Jamie Wil- 
liams, a part time operator who attends the 
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University of Nebraska was chosen as fourth 
runner-up in the Miss Lincoln contest . 
Darlene Renmimers proved herself to be an 
eager beaver although her enthusiasm didn’t 
quite pan out. She set out on her day off to 
attend a Community Chest meeting when to 
her dismay she found the meeting was sched- 
uled for the following week. It would seem 
as though everyone has bad days. 
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by Kathy Eskey 


April started out right with two birthdays 
on April Fool’s day. Jerry Braasch celebrated 
hers with her*family and a steak dinner at 
the home of her daughter, Jerry Pittman. 
Edith Parsons spent both her birthday and 
her two weeks vacation in New Mexico with 
her son and his family. She had a wonderful 
time doing a little of everything. She visited 
Carlsbad Caverns and saw plenty of oil 
wells. She did have quite an experience espe- 
cially when she arrived to find her suitcase 
had not. It had apparently forgotten to 
change buses when Edith did. It arrived a 
few days later ... June Carman spent her 
late March vacation quietly at home and 
rested up . . Mildred Mouden spent hers 
with relatives in Columbus and Geneva. . 
April 17 was a blue Monday for a couple of 
girls in our unit. Nancy Grant’s husband left 
for two years’ active duty in the Navy Re- 
serves. Kathy Eskey’s fiance left for six 
months’ active duty in the National Guard... 
The last week of April Cecile Morehead was 
chosen ‘‘Grandmother of the Week” on radio 
station KLIN. She received a dozen roses, 
ten pounds of sugar and a transistor radio. 
Her grandchildren had sent her name in... 
Answering a local intercept light, Mary Ellen 
Schellpeper was asked, ‘“‘Do you have any 
Playboy Calendars?’’ 


Retired Club 


by Merlie Markuson and Bertha Sharp 


P. J. Caldwell was in Wichita, Kansas, the 
past month on business . Mr. and Mrs. 
Caldwell also drove to Florida, Georgia, Ala- 
bama and Mississippi in March. They re- 
ported a delightful trip . . . Tom Huddleston 
and wife from Longmont, Colorado, visited 
his father, Bert, going on to visit his sister 
in Kansas City . .. George Mann escorted a 
senior citizens group on a conducted tour to 


Omaha to see the movie ‘“‘The Bible” ...We 
are sorry to report that J. E. Schulling has 
been quite ill in a nursing home ... Eva 


Armstrong went to Seward to attend a So- 
cial Union club meeting ... Our sympathy 
to Walter Knudson, whose nephew passed 
away in Arizona and whose brother, Harry, 
retired LT&T’er, passed away in a Lincoln 
hospital following surgery ... Our sympathy 
to A. S. Keckler, whose brother in Shelby, 
Ohio, passed away March 20. 


SWAP 


Column 


Wanted: To car-pool from vicinity of 2500 
No. 64th to 15th & M building. Chery! 
Saxton, phone 466-1125. 

For Sale, 1964 mobile home, 10 x 50 with 
or without air conditioner. Phone 228- 
1950 or contact Mrs. Donald Wiebe, 
Country Home Trailer Park, Beatrice, 
Nebr. 

For Sale, Underwood standard manual type- 
writer. Pica type. Asking $70. Gar Don- 
nelson, 466-4782. 
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RETURN 
REQUESTED 


You Won't Need a 
BLOODHOUND 


to tind the 


ALL NEW And DIFFERENT 


1967 LT&T Picnic 


Time: Saturday, June 24, 2:00-6:30 


Place: State Fairgrounds, Lincoln 


FEATURES 


Food from 2:30 to 6:00 p.m. (You may eat at any time 
during these hours.) Bingo; carnival-type midway; contin- 
uous movies for kids; combo music all afternoon; pony 
ride and “Little Toot’ train for the youngsters. Come 


when you can and stay as long as you wish. Have a good 
time at the LT&T Picnic. 


A LEADER IN NEBRASKA 
First successful dial exchange 


Our Cover 


Nebraska Governor Norbert 
Tiemann is depicted on our cover 
this month, as he participated in 
the observance of the installation 
of the 100 millionth telephone in 
the United States. He’s shown 
holding the handpiece of a spe- 
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golden telephone in his hand and 
the red “hot-line” behind his desk. 
On that phone, he said, “you don’t 
call them — they call you.” 
He also mentioned that in his 
home town of Wausa you still 
hear the pleasant “‘Number, 
please” when you pick up the 
phone. 


Quite a contrast with the ad- 


vanced system used in the 50- 
state conference call! 


Youth Gets Fisher Award 


@ E. C. SCHRANK, Jr., son of Gene 
Schrank .of Lincoln, was given third 
state award of $50 in the 1965-66 Fisher 
Body Craftsman Guild competition. 
Young Schrank designed and built a 


100 millionth telephone. It is an out- 
standing achievement by private in- 
dustry, working under regulations de- 
signed to protect the public. In less 
than 100 years the telephone has grown 
from a fascinating, if undependable, 
toy, to a real necessity. 

It was interesting to receive a letter 
from K. L. Reddi in India. Mr. Reddi 
visited LT&T a little more than two 
years ago when he was in this country 
studying our telephone industry. He 
mentioned that India now has a million 
telephones — a growth from about 
700,000 when he was here. Truly a re- 
markable achievement for his country. 


Art Keckler phoned in to tell us that 
he thinks he can identify the fellow 
in the picture at the bottom of page 12 
in the May issue. The 1910 picture 
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Poisonous Plants 
pose a threat to 
those who work 

and play outdoors 


eey EAVES OF THREE, let it be” is 
a slogan well adopted during the 
summer season. The phrase applies to 


poison ivy and other poisonous vegeta- 
tion. 


Telephone men who work outdoors 
are particularly exposed to this hazard, 


WHITE BERRIES 


POISON IVY 


grow in a variety of sizes, shapes and 
colors. But their shiny leaves always 
occur in groups of three. June and July 
are the best months to eradicate these 
plants from yards and recreation areas. 
The USDA recommends chemical weed 
killers such as those containing 2,4-D, 
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than to have an accident-free summer. 
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LT&T Vice President Merle M. Hale presented a gold-plated 
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Hands Free telephone to Governor Norbert Tiemann in commemoration 


of the installation of the nation’s 100 millionth telephone. On the Governor's desk are his light-colored Hands Free model and the special 


Touchtone Trimline model used in the 50-state conference call. 


ROM ZERO TO 100 million telephones in 91 years. 

That’s the achievement reached by the telephone in- 
dustry in the United States this year. 

The 100 million milestone was passed on May 11, 
1967. Just where the 100 millionth telephone was in- 
stalled is not known. But it was installed on that day, 
according to the calculations of the telephone companies 
which make up the industry. Obviously it would be 
nearly impossible to pinpoint the actual installation. 

The occasion was observed with a ceremony never 
before equalled by the industry. Bell and Independent 
telephone companies over the nation cooperated in not- 
ing the event. So did the President of the United States 
Lyndon B. Johnson and the governors of the 50 states. 

For the first time, the President talked simultane- 
ously to the governors throughout the country over a 
special communications network linking the White 
House with state capitals, Puerto Rico, and the Canary 
Islands. 

It was a golden occasion. The President and each of 
the governors used a gold-plated telephone symbolic of 
the actual 100 millionth instrument to be installed. 


The special call was also the largest conference call 
ever placed by a President. Several members of the 
Governor’s Executive Council responded to the Presi- 
dent, including the chief executives of Massachusetts, 
Michigan, North Dakota, Ohio, Utah, Washington, West 
Virginia and Wisconsin. 

In Governor Norbert Tiemann’s office in the Nebras- 
ka State Capitol at Lincoln a group of telephone and 
state officials gathered. The call was broadcast over a 
speaker to the small group and very word was clearly 
audible. 

Representing the state’s 72 Independent companies 
was M. M. Hale, vice president, operations, of LT&T. 
Northwestern Bell was represented by Robert E. Runice, 
vice president and general manager of the Nebraska 
Area. Also participating were Jay C. Orr, president of 
the Nebraska Telephone Association; John A. Bone- 
bright, secretary of the Telephone Association; Verne E. 
Hix, president of United Telephone Company of the 
West; and Charles G. Farris, president of the General 
Telephone Company of the Midwest. 

Following the actual conference call, made over a 
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golden Touchtone Trimline instrument supplied by Bell, 
Governor Tiemann spoke briefly to the group. He called 
the nation’s telephone network another tribute to the 
private enterprise system which has provided Americans 
with the highest standard of living in the recorded his- 
tory of mankind. He noted that the telephone companies 
serve more than 731,400 telephones in Nebraska and 
employ more than 12,685 persons. 

“The industry’s contribution to the economy has been 
significant,” said the Governor, ‘with more than 
$38,304,000 added during 1966 in new telephone equip- 
ment and facilities in Nebraska and over $8,898,000 paid 
in taxes.” Total telephone investment for equipment 
and facilities in Nebraska is more than 313,122,000 and 
gross revenues for the industry in the state topped 
$91,105,000 last year. 

Because the handsome streamlined Bell Trimline set 
is not “compatible” with LT&T central office equipment 
—which serves the statehouse—a gold-plated Automatic 
Electric Hands-Free set was presented to the Governor 
by Mr. Hale, in commemoration of the occasion. 

Mr. Hale noted some of the facts about the telephone 
industry. Since the first telephone was put in operation 
in 1876, there has been tremendous growth. He men- 
tioned these steps of progress. 

1899—1 millionth telephone installed. 

1914—-10 millionth telephone installed. 

1943—25 millionth telephone installed. 

1953—50 millionth telephone installed. 

1961—75 millionth telephone installed. 

1967—100 millionth telephone installed. 

The telephone industry in the United States has about 
one million employees and pays $3.15 billion in taxes, 
excluding excise taxes. There are 18,077 exchange areas. 
Annual gross revenues are 14.3 billion and the gross 
plant investment is $47.3 billion. 

Placing of the President’s conference call took weeks 
of intensive preparations by the industry and communi- 
cations experts at the White House. The President’s 
voice was carried over two circuits—a primary one, add- 
ing up to 30,000 miles—and a secondary or ‘‘back-up”’ 
path. But there were no major additions in the nation- 
wide telephone network to handle the call. 

At the Nebraska statehouse, there were eight circuits 
set up to handle the call and the communications neces- 
sary to make the proper connections. 


Separate groups of six regional central offices were 
assigned to each of the two voice circuits used by the 
President. Special wiring arrangements were made in 
these offices, which received the President’s call directly 
from Washington and fed it to the state capitals in the 
region. 

When the President picked up the phone to talk to 
the governors, the contact was made automatically, 
without dialing. 


But even before the call was made, the groups 
gathered in each of the 50 governors’ offices were able 
to hear the preparations over microphones which had 
been set up. 


Ninety-one years ago the telephone was a toy. What 
instruments existed were primarily used for experiments 
and demonstrations. Today over 100 million of them are 
in use in the United States and the telephone system is 
a reliable, efficient, and necessary means of communi- 
cation. It is an impressive achievement made by private 
enterprise and human ingenuity. 


Television and newspaper photographers zeroed in on Governor Tie- 
mann as he took part in the historic call. 
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Governor Tiemann had a few smiles along with others listening in on 
the conference call. 
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Bob Humiston displays the array of prizes given away by the Pioneers at their annual banquet. 
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At the head table were Floyd M. Crewdson, new Pioneers president and Mrs. Crewdson; Russell 
Reuch, second vice president and Mrs. Rauch; outgoing president Tyler Ryan (standing) and Mrs. 
Ryan; and just visible beyond Mr. Ryan, new first vice president Roger Ghormley. 
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Crewdson Takes Reins 


Pioneers Gather 
in Annual Meeting 


Service Awards Go 
to Huddleston, Smith 
and Agee at event. 


LOYD M. CREWDSON has taken 
the reins of the Frank H. Woods 
Pioneer Telephone Association. Other 
officers are R. K. Ghormley, first vice 
president; Russell Rauch, second vice 
president; A. M. Newens, secretary; and 
William L. Eckles, Jr., treasurer. 
Richard F.. Bauer and Robert W. Black- 
ford were elected members of the ex- 
ecutive committee. 

Mr. Crewdson succeeds Tyler Ryan 
as president. He is Plant transmission 
supervisor of the Lincoln Telephone and 
Telegraph Company. 

Announcement of the new officers 
came at the organization’s annual ban- 
quet May 20th. Held at the Cornhusker 
hotel, the event attracted hundreds of 
Pioneers. 

Highlight of the evening was presen- 
tation of meritorious service awards. 
These were given to Herbert “Bert” 
Huddleston and posthumously to 
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Georgia M. Smith and John H. Agee. 
Mr. Huddleston was present to accept 
his ward. Mr. Agee’s award was ac- 
cepted by his son, Dick, and Mrs. 
Smith’s award by her sister, Sister 
Mary Rita, BVM. 

Life memberships were presented to 
Philip M. Aitixen, Roderick D. Andrews, 
George A. Fleck, Harlan O. Gillespie, 
Arthur W. Holcomb, Clara M. Jones, 
Mina V. Jorgensen, Vivian W. King- 
horn, Kenneth L. Lawson, Everett T. 
Little, Jack H. Mankamyer, Marie 
Portsche, Ernest H. Royce, Bruce J. 
Sievers, Vern M. Simpson and Max C. 
Walker. 

Silent tribute was paid to 13 members 
who have passed away in the past year. 
They are L. E. Vosika, Louise K. 
Schmidt, C. C. Perryman, W. T. Haas, 


W. H. Ames, R. H. Ojers, Vera Wasson,,. 


Georgia Smith, Rose Janda, Clyde W. 
Boyles, Ross E. Gillan, Harry S. Knud- 
son, and Lyman W. Neff. 

Emceeing the program was Roger 
Ghormley. Entertainment was provided. 
by the Jay McShane trio with a sing-a- 
long for the Pioneers. Wrapping up the 
annual event was a drawing for prizes. 

G. T. Henderson won a cordless slic- 
ing knife; Mary T. Jackson a cordless 
toothbrush; H. W. Cane a multi-cooker 
fry pan; Loran J. Powell an electric 
shaver; Clarence F. Schleufer an elec- 
tric clock; Eleanor Geist a four-slice 
toaster; Mary Sherman a can opener 
and knife sharpener; Ruth Celeste 
Turner a beauty kit; J. H. Roland an 
AM-FM portable radio; R. D. Lemkau 
a hedge trimmer; Marguerite B. Bray 
a tape recorder; Welden I. Duer a hair 
dryer; Vera M. Sweetser a six-cup per- 
colator; F. H. Arvanette an AM-FM 
clock-radio. 


Sister Mary Rita, BYM, accepted the plaque 
honoring her sister, Georgia Smith. 
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Dick Agee accepted the plaque honoring his 
father, John H. Agee. 


Bert Huddleston smiles as he reads his plaque. 
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Telephone Employees 
Help Heart Drive 


@ LT&T EMPLOYEES played an im- 
portant part in the record-breaking 
Lincoln Area Heart Association Fund 
drive this year. Bill Quinn, General 
Commercial supervisor, was county 
chairman of the drive and Mary Poh- 
lenz organized telephone employees for 
the drive. 

The efforts of these two, plus the 30 
other LT&T’ers who helped the drive 
brought a letter of thanks from Stephen 
W. Carveth, M.D., who is president of 
the Lincoln Area Heart Association. Dr. 
Carveth wrote, in a letter to Vice Presi- 
dent Merle M. Hale; 

“TIT would like to thank you and the 
employees of the Lincoln Telephone 
and Telegraph Company for the ex- 
cellent assistance which you gave to the 
Lincoln Area Heart Association during 
the past year. 

“Your efforts and those of Bill Quinn, 
Mary Pohlenz and the other employees 
were major reasons for another record 
breaking year for the Heart Association 
in Lancaster County. We appreciate the 
fact that a company, such as Lincoln 
Telephone and Telegraph, understands 
the importance of a community effort 
to fight America’s Number One Killer 
—Heart Disease.” 

The 30 employees who assisted in the 
drive were: 
Charles Arnold 
Carl Bender Don E. Nelson 
Jack Caldwell Sheila Phelps 
James Cruickshank Charles Ritchey 


R. N. McDowell 


Al Farmer Jerry Salber 
Jack Geist Arthur Sharp 
John Hartz Robert Stall 


Lowell Tuxhorn 
Robert Tyler 
Rex King 


Gay Henderson 
Richard B. Hobson 
Bob Hohnstein 


Jim Howat Dean Kissinger 
Dick Hunt Ja. Landenberger 
Jerry Laschansky Boyd Wedgwood 
Dallas Lee Bill Wakely 


Charles Lindgren DeLoyd Larson 


In Fairbury a while back it was 
necessary to flash the notice on 
the CATV system that service 
would be interrupted. So Steve 
Green made up a sign for the 
camera to scan. He made a slight 
boo-boo. 

His error was caught by Ross 
Johnson, working in town, who 
noticed the camera showing the 
sign with the word spelled “in- 
terupted.” 

“That’s not the way to spell,” 
said Johnson. “I’d better fix that.” 
So he made up a new sign and 
put it into use. Only trouble was 
that he spelled the word “in- 
trrupted.” 


stallation. 


Coming out the door and onto a temporary exit 
ramp there was room to spare for the equipment. 


And on into the new building for a rapid in- 
The opening through which the equip- 
ment is coming was soon closed up. 


How to Annoy 
a Customer 


(from Wisconsin General News) 


@ ONCE THERE was a telephone 
company which followed practi- 
cally every rule of good customer 
relations. The company produced 
dependable service. When trouble 
occurred, repairmen were dis- 
patched quickly and performed 
their work competently and with- 
out delay. Rates were reasonable 
and the cashiers and customer 
service personnel were attentive 
and courteous. The company’s ad- 
vertising was ethical and in good 
taste. Its newspaper relations and 
press releases resulted in favor- 
able publicity for the company. 


On the way from the old building f° 
heavy equipment. 
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the new it took lots of manpower and great care to roll the 


Ong Gets a New Building 


@ A NEW telephone building went 1n- 
to use at Ong on May 17 as LT&T 
moved its telephone central office 
equipment into the new structure. It 
was a short move, from the front of the 
lot to the rear, but it took a couple of 
hours anyway. 

Good weather smiled on the venture 
and the day was comfortably warm and 
sunny as workers rolled the heavy 
equipment out of the back door of the 
old building, along carefully placed 
planks and through a hole left in the 
side of the new building located at the 
back of the lot with access from the 
alley. 


One morning a repairman driv- 
ing a company truck was return- 
ing from a job on a rainy day. 
He sped carelessly down the street 
and sloshed a stream of muddy 
water from the gutter to the side- 
walk. A lady standing on the 
sidewalk was splattered. The 
truck, marked with the company 
emblem, drove on—the driver not 
even realizing what had hap- 
pened. 

What effect did the company’s 
good service, reasonable rates, fair 
advertising, courteous cashiers, 
favorable publicity and prompt 
repair work have on the public 
relations of the company in the 
eyes of the customer? 

You guessed it—none. 

The driver of this truck didn’t 
even realize what he had done, 
and yet he had not only spoiled 
the company image in the eyes of 
this woman, but had most likely 
damaged it in the minds of friends 
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Hour of the move was 2 p.m. because 
it was the quietest time of the day for 
the exchange. The telephone service at 
Ong was disconnected, but a mobile 
unit was provided in case of the need 
for emergency calls. No such need de- 
veloped. 

As soon as the equipment was safely 
transferred a crew of Plant men began 
connecting cable and a group of car- 
penters began to enclose the rest of 
the new building and nail siding in 
place. At the same time, painters were 
touching up the new structure. 

The operation was accomplished 
smoothly with no unusual difficulties. 


and acquaintances with whom she 
might be visiting for years to 
come. 

A bit exaggerated? Perhaps, but 
one thing certain about corporate 
public relations is that every pub- 
lic relations image, whether good 
or bad, is created by people—and 
sometimes by a single person. 

For many of us, our job respon- 
sibility runs from 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. each workday, although 
others are on call for emergency 
work at any hour. However, for 
each of us our public relations 
responsibility extends around the 
clock seven days weekly. 

When we think of public rela- 
tions off the job, we sometimes 
think of the person who is head- 
ing up a civic drive or presiding 
at a meeting. True, this is one 
sort of public relations, but at the 
same time the man or woman who 
quietly works from day to day 
with a junior baseball team, a 


Drive With Care 


The National Safety Council re- 
minds motorists planning their 
summer vacations that a car 
heavily loaded with vacation gear 
demands increased driving care. 

According to the Council, ac- 
celeration is slower, stopping dis- 
tance longer and sway on curves 
greater, and the fatigue that may 
result from long drives so com- 
mon at the beginning and end of 
the vacation makes it easier for 
an accident to happen. 

The Council makes the follow- 
ing recommendations for safe va- 
cation travel: 

e Before starting the vacation, 
get the car ready. Check the tires, 
lights, wipers, steering and brakes. 
Pack a flashlight, emergency 
flares and first aid kit where you 
can get at them. Install seat belts 
if you don’t already have them. 

e Take only what you need. Load 
the car so your rear vision isn’t 
blocked. Use a car top carrier if 
necessary. 

e Study your route in advance 
and be ready for turn-offs. In- 
decision, unexpected maneuvers 
and sudden braking can cause a 
pile-up on modern highways. If 
you miss an expressway exit, 
keep going to the next one. 

e Try to make a rest stop to 
stretch or change drivers at least 
every two hours. Plan a reason- 
able schedule. 

e Don’t get trapped by distrac- 
tions. Pull off the road and stop 
if you want to look at scenery, 
check the map, settle the kids or 
swat a bee. 


Campfire Girls group, a Boy 
Scout Troop, or other groups or 
organizations, is creating just as 
good—and perhaps even better— 
public relations. 


We cannot expect advertising 
to sell our products and services 
if we, individually, are not sales- 
men for the company image, both 
through what we say and what 
we do. 


A successful executive of a 
large corporation who started his 
career as a@ company messenger 
was asked the secret of his suc- 
cess. His reply was simple: “From 
the day I started working here, 
I pretended I owned the com- 
pany,’ he said. “I would try to 
perform each job as I would want 
it performed if all the profit 
earned were mine. I would try to 
treat each customer in the same 
manner that I would want to be 
treated.” 


starting out on the links. 
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The dining room at the Seward clubhouse was filled as LT&T golfers met for breakfast before 


Talking things over as they wait to tee off are Ramey Johnson, Dale Weber, Don Norton and 


Stub Roland. 


Golfers Have Spring Warm-up 


@ THIRTY-ONE LT&T golfers gath- 
ered May 21 at the Seward Country 
Club for the annual Spring Golf 
Warm-up. The day started at about 7 
o’clock for the sportsmen as they 
breakfasted at the attractive modern 
clubhouse. 

As is customary at the event, play 
was largely informal. But it was 
recorded that Gerald Filbert of the 
Lincoln switchroom had the low score 
of 76, considered very fine for the 

It was the second year that the tele- 
phone golfers have met on the new 
Seward course, located on Highway 15 
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on the north edge of that community. 
Seward has often been host to the 


LT&T’ers at the old course. 


Handling arrangements for the spring 
event was a committee made up of 
Dean Hobson, Roger Weber, Don Haith, 
Ron Cotton, Dale Weber, 


Reighard. 


Horse sense is probably so 
called because the horse was 
afraid of the automobile the first 


time he saw it, whereas men only 
laughed at it. 


—West Central Endorsement 


and Lyle 


Familiar 
Names on List 
of Winners 


@ SOME FAMILIAR names were 
listed as winners in the annual Recrea- 
tion Room tournament held in Lincoln. 
The competition covered shuffleboard, 
table tennis, cribbage, snooker and «ge 
ball this year. 

Irv Schneider won the shuffleboard 
singles; Schneider and Phil Garvey 
took the shuffleboard doubles; and Bill 
Nuttleman and Darlene Timm won the 
newly instituted shuffleboard mixed 
doubles. 

Bob Cardwell won the table tennis 
singles and Cardwell and Lee Ward 
came out on top in the table tennis 
doubles. 

At cribbage, Al Farmer proved to be 
the champ; at snooker top man was 
Gary Busch; and at “8” Ball the winner 
was Charlie Stock. 

Competition took place over a num- 
ber of weeks with competitors schedul- 
ing matches as they could agree on a 
convenient time. 


Not available when the Rec Room trophies were 
presented, Irv Schneider accepted his awards 
Jater. 


Telephone Companies Collect Sales Tax Too 


@ ON JUNE 1 retailers all over the 
state began to collect Nebraska’s new 
and historic sales tax. The tax brought 
headaches for many sales persons as 
they adopted new procedures and made 
frequent references to charts to de- 
termine how much tax to collect. 


LT&T joined these retailers because 
telephone service is included in the 
items subject to the sales tax. 

First telephone bills to include the 
state sales tax were those which went 
out June 8. The statement was rede- 
signed to include a “field” for this new 


Dial Tones are Lincoln Bowling Champs 


@ THE DIAL Tones won the cham- 
pionship of the Lincoln Women’s Bowl- 
ing league this season with a record of 
624% wins and 42% losses. Making up 
the team were Darlene Timm, Jo Tem- 
pleton, Carolyn Felton, Marieta Song- 
ster, Mary Pohlenz and Edna Connors. 
Their total pin count was 69,262. 


High series honors went to Pearl 
Winscot who had a 536. Pearl also had 
the high average for the season of 150. 
High games was rolled by Edna Con- 
nors, a 206. Most improved bowler was 
Verlene Burwell, who raised her aver- 
age by 13 pins after the first 21 games. 

a 

Topping the Wom- | ; 

en’s Bowling League 
was the Dial Tones, 
composed of Jo Tem- 


pleton, Mary Pohlenz, 
Carolyn Felton, Dar- | 


lene Timm, Marieta 7 

Songster and Edna 

Conners. Jim Geist, 

right, presented the 

trophies. 5 
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Team placings in the league were: 


Be. Ae VOMCH cose etic 2 621%4-42% 
Fa 1S 1. Sane ee oe 5712-471 
3. Standing Pins .......000000.... 5414-501 
4. Moonshiners ...................... 53 «52 
sR 4714-571 
Ge STS eee ek ete 41 -64 


The league wound up its season with 
a dinner, held at Tony and Luigi’s. New 
president is Wilma Drake, who replaces 
Pearl Winscot; vice president is Clarice 
Riege, replacing Judy Hunt; secretary- 
treasurer is Joan Winders, replacing 


RoJean Johnston; and sergeant-at-arms 
is Joan Templeton, replacing Carolyn 
Karcher. 
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taX aS well as one for the federal tax. 

In preparing to collect the tax for 
the state, the Controller’s section had 
to Change 25 or 30 computer programs 
and alter some routines as well as pre- 
pare a tax manual. 

“What really saved our neck was 
when the legislature changed the ef- 
fective date for the tax by one month,” 
noted Ralph Retzlaff, Revenue Account- 
ing manager. The extra time allowed 
more careful preparation. But there 
may still be some revisions. 

Those customers who were obviously 
exempt from the tax were excluded 
ahead of time. But there may be many 
others, unknown to our Company, who 
are also exempt. These might be cus- 
tomers whose business is of a nature 
that they are in effect re-selling tele- 
phone service. They must file a “re- 
sale certificate’ with us so as to be 
exempted from the sales tax. 

A person or firm who leases tele- 
phone lines or equipment from us in 
order to provide a communications ser- 
vice for his own customers would fall 
in this category. 

After collecting the tax from our sub- 
scribers, LT&T will send a check 
monthly to the state. All of June’s sales 
tax will be paid to the state by July 31. 

Another change in the program will 
be made next year when the sales tax 
is scheduled to be reduced from 24%2% 
to 2%. 


One of the chief safety fea- 
tures of U.S. Savings Bonds is 
that they may be redeemed 


only by their registered 


Owners. 
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Shown with their trophies are winners in the annual Rec Room tournament in Lincoln. 


Left to 


right are Darlene Timm, Bill Nuttleman, Al Farmer, Bob Cardwell, Lee Ward, Charley Stock, Gary 


Busch, and Phil Garvey. 


Retired Beatrice Operators Plan Meeting 


@ THE ANNUAL reunion of retired 
operators of Beatrice is to take place 
October 4th at Beatrice. The group 
will meet at Vince’s Cafe at Sixth and 
Court streets at 11:30 a.m. A smorgas- 
bord lunch for $1 will be served. 


Following lunch the group will go to 
the home of Mrs. Rethal Stanley Falk 
at 11th and Court streets for an after- 
noon of visiting. Mrs. Myrtle Waller of 
213 So. LaSalle in Beatrice is taking 
reservations. 


Construction Champions of Mens League 


@ THE CONSTRUCTION bowling 
team dominated the men’s bowling 
league in Lincoln this past season by 
rolling the top three scores in both 
team series and team game as well as 
copping the league title by a half game. 

With a total pin count of 89,733, they 
had 63 wins and 42 losses. Next in line 
was Shop with a total pin count of 
85,918 and 62% wins and 42% losses. 

Construction had team series of 
2734, 2725 and 2711 and team games of 
1031, 1010 and 989 to definitely lead 
their competitors in these categories. 
Making up the team were Jim Howat, 
Hal Feather, Tom Fuller, Jim Jacobsen, 
Rod Lane and Don Norton. 

Top individual in series scoring was 
Elvin Wait who had the best two scores 
of 663 and 640. Jim Jacobsen had a 626 
for third in that category. Top game of 
the season was rolled by Jacobsen, who 
had a 266. Bob Brinton had a 255 for 
second spot and Jacobsen’s 248 ranked 
third. High individual average was 
Buck Duer’s 180. 

Placings in the league were: 


Ly. COvSTRUICTION sceechicticsecclnns 63 -42 
Be. PAROS i assictsaparedaoditoveccaakesarsers 6242-4214 
By SSOIMIMGLOCIAL oa cocis en teste ccescces 6014-44% 
A Witte ‘Chie? oc ois cteeentnk 56 -49 
5. SWItChroom  « acsuwcsincusn, 54 -51 
6; Personnel cc ccsidcssscccccccuics 54 -51 


Ws. BOMIPINCOTS oS. ices vendcccoeteceece 5242-521 
8. Toll Equipment .................. 50 = -55 
9. General Service ................ 48 -57 
10. General Plant ....0...00000000000... 47 -58 
BY, PRCCOUNUNS: cece wspescesssseseeset 4814-61% 
bE) | 2) © Geen ie ee 39 -66 


Winding up the league was a Round 
Robin competition which was won by 
Elvin Wait. Placings were: 


The League winning Construction team is shown here with their trophies. 
Feather, Don Norton, J. A. Jacobsen, Rod Lane, and Jim Howat. 


member of the team. 


ee 


June Carman, Traffic, 


Ends Telephone Career 


@ JUNE T. CARMAN took an early re- 
tirement in June, ending a telephone 
career of 20 years. It was June 16, 1947 
that SHE went to work for LT&T, as 
i contract chief opera- 
tor in the community 
of Daykin. She left 
there for Beatrice in 
August of 1950 and 
transferred to Wilber 
in November of 1951. 
It was back to Be- 
atrice as an operator 
in 1952 and then to 
Crete in 1957 before 
moving to Lincoln in 
. the spring of 1965. 
She has beck in Lincoln since that time. 
June has a wide range of experience 
in the Traffic department, serving in 
positions of responsibility and using a 
variety of equipment. The old Daykin 
exchange was served by a magneto 
board and June learned to operate this 
as well as later learning the methods 
of operating the newer equipment. 
Although she has not yet reached the 
mandatory retirement age, she has de- 
cided to retire now and it is hoped she 
will enjoy the leisure time that she will 
now have and the opportunity for new 
and different activities. 


BRIS IYY “WIL sass csleinca sins oekanlvdencttacdieanns 660 
EG OP oo icGetecstcenver der supseloonasenes 655 
TOOT FU OUI ois oc oc cae yetccatecieatecced 649 
iS 0 BE ag | a ee 642 
Bol ait Gs 01 9 i) ga 620 


New president of the men’s league is 
Dean Kissinger, who replaces Bob Ty- 
ler. Vice President is Don Norton and 
secretary-treasurer is Carl Ahl, who is 
starting his 2lst year in that position. 
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Left to right are Hal 
Tom Fuller, not shown, is also a 


Four Decades for Gillespie 


ARLAN O. GILLESPIE of Beatrice reached his 40th 

year with LT&T on May 9 and the occasion was noted 
with a company-sponsored luncheon on May 15. The event 
took place at the Cornhusker hotel in Lincoln and it fea- 
tured the presentation of a diamond-studded service em- 
blem to Gillespie. 

Master of ceremonies was M. M. Hale, Company vice 
president, who told that Harlan started his telephone career 
at Auburn for the pay of $60 a month. He worked as an 
apprentice and an apprentice switchboardman for about 
44%2 months, then went to Lincoln Supply for a training 
course, returning to Auburn. 

In 1928 he became a combinationman at Tecumseh. 
Early records reported that Gillespie “Is doing a fine job,” 
was “a good worker, careful and deserving of increase,” 


Harlan Gillespie, right accepts congratulations from Mr. Woods. 


of employees.” 


ways changing.” 


Original Painting Hangs in Co-op Office 


@ A STRIKING original painting 
hangs in the reception space of the 
Telephone Employe’s Credit Co-opera- 
tive office. And there is a little story 
behind it. The picture was created by 
Co-op employee Cheryl Nelson specifi- 
cally for Co-op. 


A St. Paul newspaper columnist, 
on a weekend vacation in northern 
Minnesota, ran across a story that 
he thought his newspaper might be 
able to use. Wrote the columnist 
later: “I cranked up the resort 
phone and called the operator of 
the Crane Lake Telephone Com- 
pany exchange, a charming grand- 
mother who runs the exchange and 
her home in the same _ place. 
‘Margaret, I said ‘I may want to 
make along distance telephone call 
later to the St. Paul Dispatch. How 
long are you open?’ ‘Well, she 
said, ‘I usually close down at 10 
o’clock, but for you [ll stay open 
longer ... But one thing... 
don’t call between 10 and 10:30 
tonight. That’s when I always take 
my Saturday night bath.” 

SWB magazine 

It isv’t necessary to blow out the 
other person’s light to let your own 
shine. 


SW & S-Western General News 


Done in oils on canvas, the picture 
measures about 27 by 36 inches. Its 
colors blend with the decor of the 
office and its theme is strictly tele- 
phone, although the execution is not 
realistic. 

The idea was to depict something of 
the communications business. Seen in 
the impressionistic painting — if you 
know how to look — are a couple of 
telephone poles which appear to be fall- 
ing down. This might be considered 
symbolic of the disappearing telephone 
pole which is being replaced by buried 
cable and microwave towers. 

Also seen are a number of lines. 
These are actually shoe strings and 


“Very reliable—good word comes from subscribers.” 
Said Mr. Hale, “It is folks like you who have made our 
Company what it is today. We have an outstanding group 


“It has been real fine having you cast your lot with the 
telephone company.” 

Gillespie commented that it has “been nice working 
with you fellows. The telephone company must be a nice 
place to work—as I’ve found out.” 

He commented on the many changes in the industry 
with the remark, “If you worked here 100 years you’d only 
know a small percentage of the business because it is al- 


Attending the official luncheon were Company officials 
and fellow workers and friends of Harlan. 


butchers’ string fastened to the surface 
of the painting. These might be said to 
symbolize the lines of communication 
which our company provides. 

In many areas the paint is laid lightly 
on the canvas so that the texture of 
the cloth shows through. 

Mrs. Nelson began work on the paint- 
ing in September of last year and com- 
pleted it about March. She had first 
submitted a sketch of her proposed 
design for approval. 

Many of Co-op’s customers have com- 
mented on the painting and there have 
been many speculations as to its mean- 
ing. As often happens with objects of 
art, the picture strikes various individu- 
als in different ways, but generally 
it is viewed as a pleasing addition to 
the new furniture recently acquired by 
the credit association. 


Cheryl Nelson shows 
the painting she cre- 
ated for the Co-op 
office. The art work 
is aimed at giving 
a feeling of com- 
munications. 


Lowell Tuxhorn was singles winner and took 
home this trophy from the tournament. 


Larry Wentink teamed up with Jack Little for 
the doubles victory. Jack did not remain long 
enough to pose for a picture. 


with a look as if he’d missed a spare while Hal 


Jim Jacobsen had the best all events, scratch 
score, winning the trophy he is shown holding. 


EN BOWLERS from throughout 

the territory gathered in Lincoln 
May 6 and 7 for the annual Company- 
wide men’s bowling tournament. Com- 
petition began on Saturday evening and 
continued through Sunday morning and 
early afternoon. 


Top team in the competition was the 
Shop, which posted a score of 3071. 
Also placing “in the money” were Wire 
Chief’s, Construction, Switchroom, Fair- 
bury and Tecumseh. 

Jack Little and Larry Wentink 
copped the doubles trophy with a 1257. 
Right behind them were Jim Howat 
and Rod Lane with a 1256. 

Lowell Tuxhorn took the singles with 
a 709; Chick Story rolled the best all 
events, handicap, score of 1875 and Jim 
Jacobsen had the best all events, 
scratch, score of 1685. 

Following the competition, the bowl- 
ers gathered at the Knolls clubhouse 
on the south edge of Lincoln for a re- 
laxing social hour and a Company- 
sponsored dinner. 


Winning Shop team was made up of Dale Heiliger, Merle Schneider, Chick Story, Les Hansen 
and Dean Kissinger. 


JUNE 


Vv. M. Simpson 
Lincoln 
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W. K. Eltiste 
Nebr. City 


R. H. Culver 
Nebr. City 


C. L. Bauman 
Hastings 


S. J. Nespor 
Fairbury 


42 YEARS M. M. Hale, L. V. Shirey, Lincoln. 
AO YEARS V. M. Simpson, Lincoln. 

39 YEARS C. H. Bottorff, Lincoln. 

38 YEARS I. C. Haith, Humboldt; J. D. Lit- 
zenberg, Lincoln; E. A. Ernst, Nebraska City. 
37 YEARS Catherine Cassell, Sutton. 

36 YEARS Melba G. Richards, Lincoln. 

33 YEARS Marie F. Vidlock, Lincoln. 

31 YEARS Beatrice G. Rohrer, Hastings; 
Louise Roth, Lincoln. 

26 YEARS W. D. Quinn, Lincoln; Alice L. 
Sharpnack, Nebraska City. 

25 YEARS C. A. Hansen, Lincoln. 

24 YEARS Dorothy C. Grafton, Lincoln; 
Helen A. Norwood, Seward. 

23 YEARS Rosetta C. Habben, Hastings; 
D. M. Hobson, Mildred M. Mouden, Shirley 
M. Pavey, Lincoln; Mary M. Ross, Nebraska 
City. 

22 YEARS R. E. Chamberlain, Velda M. 


Williams, Lincoln. 


Service 
Anniversaries 


| C. A. Hansen 
Lincoln 


R. E. McCall 
Lincoln 


Ila Gochenour 
Lincoln 


E. G. Kane 
Nebr. City 


21 YEARS Norma J. Dettmer, Syracuse. 

20 YEARS June T. Carman, Lincoln; R. H. 
Culver, W. K. Eltiste, Nebraska City. 

19 YEARS Chester Byard, I. E. Doran, J. W. 
Hartz, A. R. Sharp, J. H. Tice, Lincoln. 
18 YEARS$ Marcelene M. Behrends, Auburn; 
D. E. Jones, Kathryn M. Traeger, Beatrice; 
R. G. Cardwell, D. J. Christle, Doris A. 
Hardt, J. L. Story, N. M. Turner, Lincoln. 
17 YEARS Loretta C. MclIlnay, Crete. 

16 YEARS B. L. Barnett, Crete; W. D. Ander- 
son, Fairbury; J. B. Howat, K. L. Myhre, 
Lincoln. 

15 YEARS R. E. McCall, D. S. Weber, Lin- 
coln. 


14 YEARS Helen M. Rothfuss, Hastings; 
Wauneta H. Schmit, Hebron; J. L. Brendle, 
G. E. Frazier, Lincoln. 

12 YEARS W. I. Aitken, Ilga Bergmanis, R. L. 
Weber, Lincoln; R. E. Strauss, York. 
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June Carman 
Lincoln 


Lincoln 


Gale Hager, Jr. 


Rose Miller 
Nebr. City York 


11 YEARS N. C. Petersen, Beatrice; P. R. 
Haith, E. E. Hauschild, L. L. Joe, Lincoln. 
10 YEARS S. J. Nespor, Fairbury; C. L. Bau- 
man, Hastings; K. F. Dill, Ila J. Gochenour, 
Lincoln; E. G. Kane, Rose M. Miller, Ne- 
braska City; Gale Hager, Jr., York. 

9 YEARS A. M. Bott, Hastings; H. E. Saat- 
hoff, Hebron; Joseph Bruce, Jr., D. M. Heid- 
brink, D. C. Heiliger, Helen M. Short, 
Lincoln. 

8 YEARS K. C. Byrne, J. E. Hartz, G. D. 
Hemsath, George Hunt, John Kildau, D. B. 
Larsen, M. D. Morrison, Pauline C. Wurm, 
Lincoln. 

7 YEARS Florence J. Uhrmacher, Hastings; 
Kay H. Culver, C. J. Moore, Sharon K. 
Stibal, C. R. Yost, Lincoln. 

6 YEARS RoJean L. Johnston, J. H. Miller, 
W. K. Nilsson, Jr., Lincoln. 

5 YEARS Judith D. Bradford, Hastings; Vir- 
ginia M. Eyer, Lincoln; A. A. Durr, Nebraska 
City. 


Commercial 
Linda J. Gillispie.... Typist .............-.-.- 5- 9 
Norma J. Wicks....Clerk, Hastings ....5- 8 
Plant 


Patricia A. Brant....Ser. Opr., 
Area Plant ........ B= Z 


Re Mi: CROW occa Toll Ter. Radiom. 5-15 
Area Plant 
Thi Gy GONZEl acces, Grdn., Nebr. City 5-15 
R. O. Heidbrink...... Toll Ter. Radiom. 
Geneva ...........- 5-22 


H. G. Hoffman...... Janitor, Hastings ..5-11 
F. W. Kinnamon....Jan., Area Plant ..5- 1 


W..R. Rezac.......... Grdn., Lincoln ...... 5-15 

DR; Rothe Gar. Ser., P.T. Su. 5-19 

BW. ROT Mcaciscctteas Gar. Mechanic ......5- 9 

A. E. Voecks........-- Grdm., Lincoln ...... 5-22 
Traffic 


Shirley A. Barnard..Opr., Lincoln ........ 5-16 
Candy E. Dutcher..Opr., Lincoln ........ 5-22 


Patricia L. Fuller....Opr., Lincoln ........ 5- | 
Constance L. 

Hoffman .......... Opr., Lincoln ........ 5-22 
Jean P. Huegel......Opr., Lincoln ........ 5- | 


Arlinda K. Jensen..Opr., Lincoln ........ 5-16 
Linda S. Leeper...... Opr., Lincoln ........ 5-22 
Marlene Mayland ..Opr., Seward .......- 5-22 
Virginia M. 


WAUNOZ sicccoacicd Opr., Lincoln ........ 5-22 
*Maxine G. 
Nekolite ............ Opr., Lincoln ........ 5-16 


Happiness ne ae 


Jackie Nickell, Unit II, was married to 
Douglas Campbell on May 27. The couple 
will live at Colorado Springs. 

Susan Rice, Unit II, was married to Joe 
Saldana on May 1. 


Mrs. Evelyn Menke, Lincoln, and Jesse 
Parker of Nebraska City were married Sun- 
day, April 30, at the Wesley Park Methodist 
church im Lincoln. Reception was at home in 
Lincoln and the couple took a short trip to 
the Ozarks. Mrs. Parker was chief operator at 
Nebraska City until earlier this year when she 
transferred to Lincoln traffic. 


TSiied Chad 


Mr. and Mrs. Norman Keiner are the 
parents of a daughter, born March 29. The 
infant is named Jacqueline Ann and weighed 
in at 7 lbs. and 1 oz. Marilyn is on leave 
of absence from Revenue Accounting. The 
Keiners have one other child, a daughter, 


Michelle. 


Eva: Ms (Ortiziccccvc. Oor.,. Lincoln:x.s2 5-22 
Rachel C. Paradis..Opr., Nebr. City ..5-15 
Beverly J. Taylor....Opr., Lincoln .......- 5- | 
Bobbie J. 

Thompson .......- Opr., Nebr. City ..5-15 
Margaret L. 

Vanous .....-..---- Oor,. LINCOM cece 5-16 


Linda K. Warren....Opr., Nebr. City ..5-15 
Marvel J. Willis......Opr., Lincoln ........ 5-16 


TV Transmission 
Cheryl G. Saxton....Secretary ...........-.- 5-15 
*Re-employed 


Savings Bond Quiz 


Question: I keep reading and hearing 


about the tax advantages of buying 
Savings Bonds. Just what is this ad- 
vantage? 


Answer: Interest which accrues on 


Series E Bonds every six months does 
not have to be reported for Federal 
income tax purposes until the bonds 
are cashed or reach final maturity, 
which could be a period of 17 years. 
E Bonds can be exchanged for Series 
H Bonds with the accrued interest 
not becoming taxable until the H 
Bonds are cashed or reach final ma- 
turity. At no time is the interest 
subject to State or local income taxes. 


Transfers, Promotions, Title Changes 


Commercial 

Elaine J. Vrbas, operator to service repre- 

sentative. 
Engineering 

D. D. Dorman, garage serviceman, Supply 
to draftsman. 

W. D. Minich, engineering assistant to 
engineer. 

J. D. Shadley, engineering assistant to 
engineer. 

R. A. Weichbrodt, janitor, Area Plant to 
draftsman. 

Plant 

L. J. Bucknell, garage serviceman to ware- 
houseman, Supply. 

E. P. Canarsky, installer-repairman, PBX 
to installer-repairman, COE. 

D. D. Griffin, draftsman, Engineering to 
installer-repairman, COE. 

R. L. Henke, lineman to driver-lineman, 
Construction. 

D. D. Hessler, switchman to installer-re- 
pairman, COE. 

D. L. Kissinger, equipment repairman, 
Supply to combinationman, Area Plant. 

G. B. Mumby, driver-lineman, Construction 
to combinationman, Area Plant. 

L. G. Merritt, frameman, Area Plant to 
warehouseman, Supply. 

M. A. Nitzel, warehouseman, Supply to 
combinationman, Area Plant. 


D. D. Hessler 
Inst.-Rpr. COE 


E. P. Canarsky 
Inst.-Rpr. COE 


=| 


George Placek, shopman to equipment re- 
pairman, Supply. 
R. W. Schroeder, combinationman to 


switchman, Area Plant. 


D. L. Siske, groundman to lineman, Te- 
cumseh Construction. 

C. D. Smith, combinationman to switch- 
man, Area Plant. 

L. A. Tuxhorn, switchman to installer-re- 
pairman, COE. 

Traffic 

Karen L. Knaub, operator to S.A. 

Barbara M. Lee, operator to S.A. 

Carol F. Patrick, operator to PBX operator. 


W. D. Minich 
Engineer 


J. D. Shadley 
Engineer 


L. A. Tuxhorn 
Inst.-Rpr. COE 


Tornado 
Topples Plant 
At Tecumseh 


Tangled wires resulted when tornadic winds hit 
our toll lead north of Tecumseh. Framed by a 
large power auger, one of our construction force 
employees is atop a tilted pole helping to 
straighten out the damage. 


SMALL TORNADO went rip- 

snorting across the north edge of 
Tecumseh the evening of May 11, leav- 
ing in its wake a mess of telephone 
trouble. Fortunately the twister missed 
the town itself, but did do considerable 
damage to telephone lines and some 
buildings near the major highway inter- 
section. 

North of town, 14 poles of the Lin- 
coln-Kansas City lead went down, tang- 
ling the lines and putting out service 
by that route. Another couple of poles 
toppled on the Cook-Burr-Tecumseh 
lead. And the mobile radio tower came 


‘Kioekod to the ground by the twister was the mobile radio tower at Tecumseh. 


crashing to earth. 

The twister struck with full force 
near the site of the mobile tower. A 
motel near there was damaged and a 
car wash. establishment was demolished. 

The storm struck about 8 p.m. and 
was accompanied by hail. The tele- 
phone troubles became apparent im- 
mediately as 51 circuits went dead, iso- 
lating Sterling, Burr and Cook. In order 
to reach Lincoln to report the trouble, 
the Tecumseh telephone men had to 
“patch through” to Nebraska City. 

As is usually the case with tornadoes, 
the destruction was intense. The cable 
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ground is a portion of the guy anchor, which was uprooted by the force of the storm. 
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In the fore- 


to Elk Creek was hit by a metal shed 
which had been uprooted by the storm. 
Said Area Manager Ted Husing, “The 
cable looked like it was hacked up with 
a corn knife.” 

Dick McCoy went to Sterling, north 
of town, with one of the Company mo- 
bile telephone units and to his surprise 
and puzzlement could not reach Tecum- 
seh. He finally got the Pawnee City 
tower, south of Tecumseh, on the sec- 
ond channel and called in via that 
route. Other units also had problems 
getting through if they were more than 
five miles from the Tecumseh tower. 

It wasn’t until daylight that the Te- 
cumseh telephone men learned that the 
mobile tower had been bent to the 
ground by the storm. However, the an- 
tennas themselves did not quite touch 
earth and the leads were intact, so the 
tower functioned for a limited range. 

Long before daylight five telephone 
gangs were on their way to start re- 
pairing the toll lines. They commenced 
their task in the dark and hit full stride 
as the sun came up. 

By 9 a.m. the morning after the storm 
Cook and Burr were restored to service; 
by 10 o’clock or thereabouts the first of 
the Lincoln circuits were back in opera- 
tion; and by 11:30 Sterling had service. 
The Lincoln-Falls City circuits also 
were restored about this time. Repair 
of the mutilated Elk Creek cable took 
longer. 

The mobile tower was re-erected and 
put back into service on Saturday the 
13th. 

LT&T has been hit by tornadoes 
many times before, some more destruc- 
tive than this one, but it is the first 
time that one of our mobile towers has 
been toppled. 


The Areas 


Auburn Area 


by Dorothy Biggerstaff 


Jack and Viola Little attended the LT&T 
bowling tournament in Lincoln May 7. Emma 
Lee DeJonge, cashier in the Humboldt office, 
vacationed in Pennsylvania during the week 
of May 22. Mrs. Howard Fergus filled in... 
George Eggleston attended the dedication for 
the new site, Crestview Acres, which will 
be an addition to the city of Auburn. This 
new addition is set up to provide a shop- 
ping center, apartment house and 108 new 
homes .. . Fenton Kipling, George Eggleston 
and Bud Wheatcraft are participating in a 
golf league. This contest will run through the 
summer ... Debbie Wheatcraft, fourth grader, 
is the new president of her 4-H group, the 
Cookettes . . . Guests in the Biggerstaff 
household were a niece and her four-year-old 
son, 


David City Area 


by Lineah Johnson 


It has been some time since we have visited 
with you in this column. Actually not too 
much seems to happen out here in our area 
but vacations have started ...Mr. H. W. 
Armagost leads the way with a vacation in 
California where he and Mrs. Armagost vis- 
ited relatives. They reported rainy and cold 
weather ...Mr. and Mrs. Armagost were in 
Kearney, May 26, where they attended gradu- 
ation exercises of Kearney State Teachers 
College. Their daughter-in-law, Mrs. James 
Armagost, received a B.A. degree in Elemen- 
tary Education . .. JoAnn Napier received 
word that her son, Michael, has been pro- 
moted to Lance Corporal. Michael is in the 
Marine Corps and is presently serving in 
Vietnam J. D. Behrns’ son, Michael, 
has just finished his basic training with the 
Army at Fort Bliss, Texas . .. After being 
hospitalized with a heart attack, K. J. Peters 
of Construction was able to return to his 
home for further convalescence. We are 
happy to be able to report he is improving. 


Fairbury Area 
by Lois Godfrey 
Mandane Reid and Ricka Schenk spent a 
weekend in Manhattan, Kansas visiting Man- 
dane’s cousin . . . Syl Nespor and wife at- 
tended the 63rd annual state convention of 
the Knights of Columbus at North Platte. On 
the way they stopped in Kearney to see their 
son John, who goes to school there, play 
ball... Velda Wagner and husband went to 
Grand Island to the women’s state bowling 
tournament and also attended the horse races. 


Hebron Area 


by Fern Pool 


Norbert Finke and wife took their vaca- 
tion the first week in May. They visited 
Colorado Springs and took in as much sight- 
seeing as they could. Both had an enjoyable 
time ... Harry Saathoff took his vacation the 
last part of May. He enjoyed himself by £0- 
ing fishing and working around the house a 
little now and then .. . The Hebron exchange 
has been busy getting ready to mail the di- 
rectories ... Ernie Wellman, retired manager, 
has moved his trailer house out to Harlan 
County Dam. Ernie’s wife, Ruth, will be out 
catching some of those fish this year. Watch 
out Ernie, she may catch more than you do! 


Nebraska City Area 


by Betty Christensen 


Miss Bader, Edna Komma, Mary Ross, Mar- 
Zaret Watkins and Betty Christensen attended 
the Frank H. Woods Telephone Pioneer Ban- 
quet ...A farewell coffee was held in the 
lounge room for Lois Seybert who has moved 
to Wilmar, Minnesota. Lois was presented 
many lovely gifts from the girls. A beauti- 


AROUND 


THE CIRCUIT 


Chick Story shows his trophy and the bag he 
won in the annual men’s bowling tournament. He 
had the best all events, handicap score of 1875. 


ful cake was baked by Mary Tackett which 
was most tasty ... Mrs. Parker was a recent 
visitor at the office ... Mr. and Mrs. Ernst 
are grandparents of a new baby boy, born to 
Terry and Marilyn. His name is David Ed- 
ward, his weight 6 lbs. and 11 oz. the date and 
place, May 13 at Bryan Memorial, Lincoln. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ernst observed their 38th wed- 
ding anniversary recently ... Edna Komma 
attended the alumni dinner at Goehner, 
Nebraska, May 13 ...Mr. and Mrs. Ettleman 
attended graduation exercises of their son 
Gary, May 21 at Hastings, College ... Mr. 
and Mrs. Ralph Steckly attended graduation 
exercises of their daughter, Linda Smith, 
June 4 from the University of Nebraska Col- 
lege of Medicine, School of Medical Technol- 
ogy. The graduation exercises were held in 
Omaha, The Omaha Civic Auditorium Music 
Hall... Robert Smith and Duane Smith are 
both driving new cars ... Val and George 
Kane helped celebrate the 50th wedding an- 
niversary of Val’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Guy Pitzer Vacations: Arnold Jun, 
Eunice Jun, Judy Roach, Bonnie Teel and 


Mary Gress, who with her husband, Martin, 
visited relatives at St. Paul, Minnesota and 
later went to Nevis, Minnesota to do some 
fishing. 


Seward Area 


by Helen Norwood 


Everybody is as busy as a bee with all the 
remodeling, etc. . . . Vacations have started 
in Traffic. Eileen Brauer stayed at home. 
Shirley Pankoke visited in Omaha with her 
sister and family. Janet Roth visited in Iowa 
with her sister and family. Eleanore Schutz 
went to Holdrege to be with her mother. 
Lucy Masek and Janice Herms spent most 
of their vacation in Ulysses. Ruth Baumbach 
was busy redecorating her home. 


Sutton Area 


by Catherine Cassell 


Charles Kermoade, manager at Sutton, was 
honored May 3 when Charles Arnold, field 
Commercial superintendent, and William 
Quinn, general Commercial superintendent, 
presented Charles with an emerald mounted 
bar indicative of a quarter century of work 
for the Company ... Fire Chief R. H. Hun- 
zeker attended the annual fire school of the 
State Volunteer Firemen Association in Grand 
Island May 6 and 7... Mr. and Mrs. A. D. 
Cassell attended the Pioneer Banquet in Lin- 
coln May 20 ...Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ker- 
moade and David were in Kansas City May 
13 to make final arrangements for David’s 
admittance to the Kansas City Art Institute 
for the fall term ...R. H. Hunzeker spent 
part of his vacation at home. The family 
spent some time in Denver, Colorado with 
relatives. 


Controller 


Data Processing Center 


by Evette Juengel 


JoAnn Templeton attended the “My Fair 
Lady” operetta at University High one eve- 
ning in April ... Bill Nuttleman took his 
children out kite flying in windy April... 
We had a few early vacationers already. 
Yours Truly and husband were busy during 
ours. Ray did outside painting, while I man- 
aged to do the inside ‘spring’ cleaning. 
Wayne Stahly, also, took an early week’s va- 
cation. He did some inside painting. Other 
than this, he said he relaxed and rested... 
April 26, Dorothy Cherry celebrated a birth- 
day ... Zigrida Taurins attended the Ne- 
braska Centennial Health Fair ... The Ac- 
counting department held its annual Steak 
Fry May 5. Those attending from our office 
were Kay Bayless, Vince Clayton, Roger Ehr- 
lich, Frank Hilsabeck, Evette Juengel, Bill 
Nuttleman, Fred Oeltjen, Helen Playter, Janie 
Schafer and JoAnn Templeton. Roger Ehrlich 
won a delicious delicacy as a door prize—For- 
tune Cookies! ... May 14 was Mother’s Day. 
A day when we all try to show our mothers 
how much they are appreciated. Janie 
Schafer’s grandparents spent the day with 
them. Wayne Stahly and family drove to 
Milford to be with Wayne’s mother. Arlene 


When Howard Spahnle received his 35-year service anniversary emblem a group of his fellow 
workers was on hand for the ceremony. Presentation was by K. L. Lawson, General Commercial 
superintendent. Shown here are Jack Caldwell, Adrian Newens, Bill Cotton, Spahnle, Ken Boshart, Dean 


Hamilton, Lawson, W. J. McDowell, and Bill Quinn. 
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Blum, sister and daughter went home to York. 
The Fred Oeltjens and Fred’s parents spent 
the day at his sister’s home. Kay Bayless re- 
ceived a new refrigerator that makes its own 
ice cubes! The Frank Hilsabecks drove to 
Holdrege for a family reunion. J. L. Cherry 
and family drove to Kearney. Del Vander- 
beek gave his wife an ice cream freezer (he 
was thinking of Memorial Day and how great 
home-made ice cream would taste). Bill Nut- 
tleman and family and Marlene’s parents ate 
at the Colonial Inn... May 19, Jim Barr at- 
tended his sister’s graduation from York High 
school ... JoAnn Templeton recently pur- 
chased a new color television .. . Bill Nuttle- 
man took the week of May 21 to vacation and 
to paint his house . May 30, Vince and 
Mary Ann Clayton celebrated their eighth 
wedding anniversary at the Esquire Club... 
Fred Oeltjen has an aching back! He is build- 
ing a patio in his backyard, but he has some 
“sroundwork” to take care of first. Two 
loads of dirt have thus far been delivered and 
Fred and Jackie are doing the leveling—a 
shovel at a time, it’s back-breaking work ... 
Frank Hilsabeck and Larry Willet are boast- 
ing that they are in second place (that is of 
this writing) in the Telephone Golf League 

. . May 27, Roger Ehrlich celebrated his 
birthday with wife and friends at the Esquire 
Club. 


Disbursement Accounting 


by Kathleen Hartman 


Spring is the time of the year when a young 
girl’s fancy turns to—horses? The Block and 
Bridle Quarter Horse Show and the Ne- 
braska Collegiate Rodeo started the horse 
season for Kathy Sullivan . Diane and 
Terry Radenslaben attended the Wesleyan All 
Sports Banquet at the Lincoln Hotel April 
23... . Present at the Human Relations 
Roundup on April 20 were Don Piersol, Bob 
Tyler, Dick Yost, Charlie Lindgren, Larry 
Jones and Dick Spohn . . Kathleen Hart- 
man was Maid of Honor at her brother’s 
wedding on April 29 . . Don Piersol was 
elected to the Board of Directors of the Lin- 
coln Junior Chamber of Commerce April 17. 
Don Piersol also attended the State Junior 
Chamber of Commerce Convention April 28, 
29 and 30... A swing into spring party 
was staged in the back yard of Kathy Sul- 
livan. Would you believe it was swinging!... 
Kathleen Hartman and Sandra Freeman took 
a jaunt to Golden, Colorado May 26, 27 and 
28 to spend the weekend with Sandra’s 
cousin, Dean Casper. Mr. Casper is a tele- 
vision and movie star. Sandra and Kathy 
stayed at their lavish ranch house the entire 
time. Dean Casper also owns the House of 
Carvings on Lookout Mountain where Sandra 
and Kathy spent most of the time. In the 
evening Mr. and Mrs. Dean Casper took us 
girls night clubbing, had a tremendous time 
; . Charlie Lindgren drives every Sunday 
to Omaha for Pastoral Counseling. This will 
continue for 12 weeks. Charlie Lindgren’s 
church group took a tour through the State 
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On the air were two LT&T’ers. Left to right are Dick Perry of KFOR, Merl Sherman and Barbara 
Derrick of LT&T, and Bill Woods of the radio station. 


Barb Derrick Secretary of the Day 


@ WHEN Barbara Derrick, secretary 
to LT&T advertising manager Merl 
Sherman was named Secretary of the 
Day by Radio Station KFOR it was an 
occasion of a little more than ordinary 
note. 

For on that particular day, June l, 
the station was observing its annual 
breakfast party, this year at the New 
Cooper theater on East O Street. Miss 
Derrick, in addition to receiving a nice 
corsage, two tickets for dinner at the 


Cornhusker, and passes for two to the 
Stuart Theater, also appeared in person 
on the air. 


During her appearance on the air, 
Miss Derrick placed a phone call to her 
boss, who it turned out was in the lobby 
of the theater all the time and who 
soon appeared on the stage with her. 
Both had to rise a little earlier than 
usual as they were scheduled to go on 
the air at about 6:40 a.m. 


Penitentiary in Lincoln, then later were 
treated to dinner and then entertainment by 
the prisoners . Diane and Terry Raden- 
slaben attended a picnic at Yutan on May 28. 


Plant 


Custodial Department 


by Velma Schaaf 


Alta Akers and husband attended the high 
school alumni banquet at Riverton, Ne- 
braska. Her husband is a graduate . Mary 
Johnson visited her son at Tecumseh 
Marie Rowell and Bobby visited at Barada 
and Falls City for Memorial Day ... Helen 
Martin and husand took off in their camper 
for a week of visiting and fishing down 
through Ozark country ... George King and 
wife spent Mother’s Day with relatives at 
Mound City, Missouri . . . Rose Marie 
Van Arsdall and family enjoyed a picnic on 
Mother's Day ... Yours Truly has just re- 
ceived word of the birth of our tenth grand- 
child at Dubuque, Iowa. The little one will 
be named Sharilyn. 


First to receive refunds under the Company’s new educational refund program were these four 
men, flanked by Company representatives. At the left is Merle M. Hale, Company vice president, who 
presented the refunds to the first four. Recipients were C. J. Ritchey, Paul Singleton, Lowell Tuxhorn, 
and R. N. McDowell. On hand for the presentation was M. C. Walker, right, Chief Engineer in charge 


of Plant and Engineering. 
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Supply Department 


by Nancy Buck 


In the Shop there has been a few vacations 
already ...Al Linden took a tour through the 
Southern states, but spent most of his time 
in Texas . Charie Stock went to Missouri 
and Arkansas and did some fishing ‘ 
Jimmie Brendle was on a two-weeks’ vaca- 
tion just being at home... Joe Krhounek 
worked around home ... Dallas Lee was in 
two car accidents recently ... Elliot Brink- 
man and family visited in Minnesota with his 
folks . .. Lester Ellis’ daughter graduated 
from high school in June. 


Traffic 


Traffic Unit | 


by Dona Logan 


The month of June meant peace and re- 
laxation for some forty operators in this 
department. A vast majority preferred to 
remain at home at their leisure and leave the 
traffic battles to the more adventurous and 
travel-minded vacationers ... One operator 
who wishes to remain anonymous was appar- 
ently embarrassed when she signed her name 
to the overtime sheet. This was perfectly 
harmless except it was for the week of her 
vacation. 


Unit Il 


by Kathy Eskey 


The month of May found many from our 
unit going on vacation. Carolyn Hammer along 
with a friend drove down through Missouri, 
Arkansas, and the Ozarks. They stayed with 
friends at Lake Norfolk where they enjoyed 
the sun, swimming, boating and fishing . . 
Joyce Paul along with Jeralyn Pittman and 
her two sons motored down to Memphis, 
Tennessee to attend the ‘‘Memphis Cotton 
Carnival.’ Saturday night's $20,000 fireworks 
were doomed as the evening’s activities be- 
gan, they were rained out. However, the rest 
of the week’s activities were elaborate and a 
success. Little Johnny Pittman, being par- 


ticularly fond of a new storybook, decided 
it would be nice to have a baby chick. He 
tried to follow mother hen’s procedures in 
his grandfather’s chicken house. Unfor- 
tunately Johnny was disappointed and re- 
quired a change of clothes, as sitting on eggs 
can be messy . Karen Knaub spent her 
vacation staying home with her children, 
cleaning house and having company 

Marie Portsche spent her vacation visiting 
relatives in Des Moines, Iowa . Jo Ann 
Kubes found herself busy working and clean- 
ing her house all of her vacation ... Sylvia 
Pecka related she enjoyed her vacation just 
staying home . Wanda Weston took a 
train trip to Colfax, Illinois to visit friends. 


It turned out her friends were waiting for 
her at the BUS depot. She enjoyed her week 
just visiting them ... Linda Meng and Lorie 
Paul were hostesses to a personal shower for 
Jackie Nickell who was married May 27... 
Jeanne Lytton entertained her friends at the 
new Gay Nineties restaurant. As dessert time 
approached, the guests were given a choice 
of either ice cream or warm apple pie. Every- 
one decided to have ice cream, except Miss 
Metcalf and Mrs. Parker. They decided on 
pie. After commenting on how good ice 
cream would fit on top, they received both. 
That’s one way to have ice cream and eat 
your pie, too Marguerite Hightower’s 
husband has returned from Thailand. She 


What a Change in a Half Century! 


@ IN LAST MONTH’S issue we had a 
rather lengthy story about the improve- 
ments in transportation over the life of 
LT&T. We were not the only ones 
thinking about the amazing advances. 

Al Cochran, Jr., of Hastings Construc- 
tion has a tradition of telephone service 
in his family. Among his family me- 
mentoes he found a picture of his uncle, 
Daniel “Roy” Hill, at the wheel of a 
1916 model “truck” used in telephone 
work. 

Hill was wire chief at Fort Leonard 
Wood, Mo., at the time of his retire- 
ment. But at one time he and his wife 
both worked for LT&T at Greenwood, 
as lineman and operator, respectively. 

The photo shows what some old 


timers have called a “stripped flivver.”’ 
It looks like a Model T Ford with such 
luxuries as top, fenders, running boards 
and windshield removed. The seat ap- 
pears to have been lowered and tilted 
and the gas tank relocated. Hanging 
from the side of the car is a hand 
tamp. 


Al also sent along a photo of the 
truck he drives, a 1966 International 
2% ton job, which has a fully enclosed 
and heated cab; a body complete with 
cabinets for various tools and supplies 
and a hydraulic tamp and boom. 


When we speak of the “good old 
days” few of us have in mind the equip- 
ment used 50 years ago. 


A half century of transpertation is shown in these two photos. At the top is a 1916 truck driven 
by Daniei ““Roy” Hill. it appears to be a modified Ford obviously used by the Monroe Independent 
Telephone Company. In the bottom photo is the 1966 International 21/2-ton truck driven by Hill’s 


nephew, Alfred N. Cochran, Jr. of Hastings. 
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will be moving to California shortly 
Rhea Hatch is also leaving us. She’s moving 
to Omaha with her husband. Before leaving 
though she was confronted by a customer 
asking, ‘‘What do you do when your dial falls 
off while you're dialing?’’ 


Retired Club 


by Merlie Markuson and Bertha Sharp 


Nellie Hunt’s sister went to St. Elizabeth 
Hospital with a hip injury sustained in a fall 
at home... Mrs. Al Hartley from San Fran- 
cisco, California visited her brother-in-law, 
Joe Hartley and family ... Congratulations 
to Jim Schuman for being advanced to cor- 
poral in Vietnam. He is grandson of our Billi 
Schuman . Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Dalton 
spent a weekend at the cabin north of Ash- 
land .. . George Mann escorted two bus 
loads of senior citizens to the Eisenhower mu- 
seum at Abilene, Kansas ... Myrtle Henline 
and husband attended the State Christian 
church convention at Fremont .. . Hattie 
Staley was a guest of some friends in Curtis, 
Nebraska, visiting many places in the North 
Platte vicinity ... Minnie Allen and sister 
attended a class reunion at Hotel Seward. 
It was the 50th anniversary of the graduates 
of David City high school. They remained 
to spend the weekend with their brothers 
. .. Mr. and Mrs. Harlan Cane had a nice 
trip to New York ... Mr. and Mrs. L. A. 
Stacy attended the wedding of their grand- 
son at Scribner, Nebraska ... Mr. and Mrs. 
Jay Pugsley visited friends in Wichita, Kan- 
sas, during May .. . Guests in the Lee 
Schlentz home were his sister and husband 
from Boca Raton, Florida ... Mr. and Mrs. 
G. A. Foster had the pleasure of attending 
their granddaughter’s graduation at Lincoln 
high. Swede is hard to find now-a-days as 
he is busy breaking in his new Buick. 


SWAP 


Column 


For Sale, Tooled Western saddle with bridle, 
straps and stirrup covers, $100. Bob 
Turner, phone 488-1406. 

For Sale, 1957 Cushman Eagle motorscooter, 
$100. One 7.60 by 15 snow tire, $5. 
Two 7.10 by 15 snow tires, like new. $30. 
Bob Turner, phone 488-1406. 

For Sale, Two bedroom brick house, central 
air conditioning, carpets and drapes. Phone 
488-1818 evenings. 

For Sale, Girl’s 24’ bicycle; baby bed; elec- 
tric train set. Phone 488-1057. 

For Sale, Three bedroom frame house with 
carport, recreation room and patio. Drapes, 
carpeting and 1% ton air conditioner in- 
cluded. Vicinity of 42nd and Lenox. C. B. 
Sieck, phone 488-1057. 


Card of Thanks 


We want to thank all of our friends at the 
Telephone Company for the flowers, cards 
and letters at the time of our great loss. 

The Lyman Neff family 


| want to express my thanks to the Pioneers 
for the nice plaque given me at the 
annual banquet. | appreciate it very much. 
Bert Huddleston 
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When public swimming pools opened last month, thousands of 
folks looked forward to fun-filled days at the pool. But for many 
persons swimming is more than fun— it is a part of their conva- 
lescence from illness or injury. Your United Fund dollars pay for 
convalescent swim classes such as these in Lancaster County, held 
in the YWCA pool. Red Cross intructors are volunteers, but your 
dollars are needed for supervision, maintenance of the pool and for 
special equipment for handicapped participants. 
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A LEADER IN NEBRASKA 
First successful dial exchange 
First mobile telephone service 
First operator toll dialing 
First subscriber toll dialing 
First IMTS mobile service 
First inward WATS in the nation 
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Our Cover 


@ ONE OF THE boons to farming 
in this agricultural state of Ne- 
braska has been irrigation. The 
cover photo shows a field of soy- 
beans grown by this method. 

Although there has certainly 
been a sufficiency of rainfall this 
spring,in many years the applica- 
tion of irrigation water on those 
farms adapted for it has meant 
the difference between a profit- 
able year and a financially disas- 
trous one for the farmer. 

Scenes such as this might be 
seen in parts of the western por- 
tion of our territory. Photo was 
taken by Louis C. Williams of 
Nashville, Tenn. 


TEMBA Distributes Funds 


@ WHEN THE Telephone Employees 
Mutual Benefit Association was dis- 
solved last year there were some funds 
remaining even after the final pay- 
ments were made on the last claims. 

These remaining funds have now 
been distributed to members of TEMBA 
with the amount received by each 
based on the money paid in and the 
money received in benefits. Only those 
whose dues exceeded the benefits they 
received share in the refund. 

These dissolution checks must be 
cashed no later than September 15. 

When TEMBA closed its books on 
its final claim there was $12,314.47 re- 
maining. Of its members, 1,013 had 
paid in more dues than benefits they 
received. 

The amount of the dissolution checks 
ranges from pennies to more than $50. 
The task of writing the 1,013 refund 
checks was a monumental one, but the 
really big task was that of determining 
the amount of individual refunds— 
which required going through huge 
piles of TEMBA records and took sev- 
eral months. 

TEMBA has been replaced by the 
Blue Cross-Blue Shield medical and 
hospitalization insurance. 


Piant Department 


ACCIDENT REPORT 
Year Through May 


ON THE JOB 1967 1966 
Lost Time Accidents ........ 2 4 
No Lost Time Accidents....24 28 
OFF THE JOB 
Lost Time Accidents ........ 12 8 
No Lost Time Accidents.... 2 0 
MOTOR VEHICLE 
CU POUT so. ocecads ec wces ventas 14 1] 
The PRONE cic dices 2nd 4 8 
Unknown or Other......-.....- 4 3 
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By Kenneth Clinefelter 


@ HERE WE are in a new location, 
but conducting business as_ usual 
(pretty much). The Telephone News, 
along with Personnel and some other 
offices, is now located on the second 
floor of the old telephone building at 
1342 “M” Street. 

For some of the employees making 
the move it was “coming home” to the 
old building, which the company va- 
cated only seven years ago. For others 
it was a new experience. 

Ye Editor came to LT&T late in 1959 
before the 15th & “M” building was 
complete. But the Telephone News of- 
fice had already been moved to tem- 
porary quarters on the third floor of 
the new building before being moved 
a month or so later to space designed 
for the purpose on fifth floor. 

However, Ye Ed can lay claim to 
having worked previously in the 1342 
“M” building as the Telephone News 
darkroom remained in the old building 
for several months while a new one 
was being readied. 

In spite of this brief experience with 
the 14th & “M” quarters, it seems to 
him that the 15th & “M” offices ought 
to be the “old” building and the second 
floor of the 14th & “M” building should 
be the “new”’ office! 

There are a couple of familiar faces 
and names connected with the 14th & 
“M” building. Two former telephone 
men came out of retirement to work 
for the H & H Realty Company which 
some months ago leased the building 
from the Telephone Company and 1s 
now renting space to several depart- 
ments. 

Hugo Staley, appropriately, is run- 
ning the elevator in the mornings. His 
sister, Hattie, operated this elevator for 
many years and for literally thousands 
of miles of travel. 

Another familiar name and face is 
that of Bill Schuman, who is looking 
after the building for the Realty Com- 
pany. He dashes around attending to 
various matters, looking even younger 
and more vigorous than the day he 
retired several years ago. 


Pioneers Add Members 


@ RECENTLY added to membership in 
the Frank H. Woods Telephone Pioneer 
Association were Robert H. Greb of 
Lincoln, a new regular member and 
Beth Ryan of Lincoln, a new auxiliary 
member. 


CASH IS WAITING IN 


Improved Suggestion Program 


“VER SINCE the LT&T Suggestion 


program was improved last year, 
ideas have been rolling in. In the suc- 
ceeding nine months a total of 71 sug- 
gestions were rejected, accepted, or 
placed under consideration. There were 
16 cash awards. 

If you have never submitted a formal 
suggestion, maybe you should give some 
thought to the possibility. A large num- 
ber of employees have picked up some 
extra money simply by carefully out- 
lining their ideas and sending them to 
the Suggestion Committee. 

If you wish to make a suggestion, 
here is the procedure: 


1. Obtain a suggestion blank from your 
supervisor or from the Personnel 
Department. 

2. Carefully explain your idea, supple- 
menting it with additional material 
if necessary. 

3. Return it to the Personnel Depart- 
ment. 


Your suggestion will be carefully, 
seriously and impartially considered. 
Upon arrival in the Personnel office it 
will be given a serial number and from 
then on it will be identified by num- 
ber. You will be notified upon receipt 
of your idea. 

A Suggestion Committee composed of 
representatives from major depart- 
ments will review your suggestion, but 
will not Jearn your name. 

If your suggestion is adopted, a cash 
award will be made on the basis of 
value, adaptability and merit. You will 
be sent a check for the full amount of 
your award, since the Company bears 
the cost of income taxes on this money. 

If your suggestion is not accepted, 
you will be told the reason. 

The ratio of rejections to acceptances 
has been running about 2-1. Since last 
July there have been 31 suggestions re- 
jected and 16 accepted. In addition, 24 
have been received and are now under 
review. 

There are several things you can do 
to increase your chances of acceptance, 
and thus your likelihood of receiving a 
cash award. 

First, make certain your suggestion 
will save time and materials or prevent 
waste; improve production; simplify or 
eliminate reports, records and forms; 
improve quality of service or perform- 
ance; or correct an accident or health 
hazard. 

Second, make sure your idea is a 
valid suggestion. For instance, a pro- 
posal that the foot traffic in an office 
should be re-routed would not, of itself, 
be considered a suggestion. But if a 
substitute routing for such traffic, to- 


gether with a list of advantages to the 
re-routing, should be submitted, this 
would be a valid suggestion. 

Third, think out your idea thorough- 
ly and carefully put it down. Make 
sure you have expressed yourself as 
clearly as possible. If needed to illus- 
trate your suggestion, submit samples, 
drawings, photos, maps, or other sup- 
plementary material. 

Bear in mind that a suggestion should 
not include minor innovations which 
you might be expected to originate in 


the performance of your regular job 
nor should it include improvements you 
may have been assigned to make. Also 
remember that your suggestion must 
not duplicate an improvement already 
being considered. 

Complete instructions on submitting 
a suggestion are on each suggestion 
blank. 

If you have a good idea in the back of 
your mind, go ahead and develop it. 
You may earn both cash and recogni- 
tion. 


ABC's of Suggestions 


Ask questions: Who, what, where, when, why, how. 


Be sure you are doing the job in the best way. 


C onsider every angle of your job. There’s always a better way. 


D evelop a sense of curiosity. Why do we do a job this way? 


Eliminate all unnecessary parts of your job, such as duplication, waste time 


or materials. 


F irst be sure you know all about your job, then suggest a better way. 


Gain extra income through your ideas. The Company pays for all usable ideas. 


H ard work can often be lightened by using your ideas. 


Ideas mean money and easier work for everybody. 


Just be alert. Ideas are all around you. Learn to recognize them. 


Keep submitting suggestions. Good ones always pay. 


Let your supervisor help you work out details. He’ll be glad to help with your 


suggestion. 


Make your past experience pay off by suggesting better ways to do a job. 


Never overlook any portions of your work. Why do we perform each step? Is it 


necessary? Can it be improved? 


O ther fellows’ complaints may be things that need improving. Suggest a remedy 


today. 


Prepare suggestions completely. Ideas can be evaluated quicker and better if 
the Suggestion Committee knows what you mean. 


Quit envying the fellow who gets an award. Turn in your own ideas regularly 


and you’ll get them too. 


Remember to write down your ideas so you won’t forget them. 


Study all parts of your work and suggest a better way to do it. 


Turn in suggestions regularly. 


Use all available help. Your past experience, your reading and thinking will 


all help. 


Very often a very simple idea saves large amounts of time or money. Turn in all 


of your ideas. 


V4 atch every move you make and look for an easier way to do your job. 


X -tra money is waiting for your good ideas. 


Y ou can add to your income by submitting valuable ideas regularly. 


Zoom your income by turning in your ideas. 


a 


adapted from American Cyanamid Co. 


What's a picnic without balloons? These two girls had a lot of fun letting theirs loose to float 
towards the ceiling. They took no chances on losing them, though. The youngsters had the 


of the strings fastened down. 
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Picnic means food and among the early eaters were these folks, shown as they put the finishing 
touches on their plates. 


TO Yee 


Picnic 


T WAS A coolish day and rains the 
night before and in the early morn- 
ing had dampened the grounds, but 
LT&T’s annual Company picnic June 24 
was a successful one. The location, as 
for the past several years, was the State 
Fairgrounds. 


Total attendance was 1,350 people— 
an increase of 200 over the previous 
year. Those attending seemed to have 
plenty of fun and enjoyment. 


This year’s event was differ- 
ent from previous picnics. In keep- 
ing with our changing times and busy 
schedules things were arranged so that 
all of the main features of the picnic 
were in progress nearly all of the time. 


The picnic opened at 2:00 o’clock on 
the Saturday afternoon and there were 
employees and their families on hand 
as soon as it opened. Right up to the 
time it closed at 6:30 there were tele- 
phone folks on the picnic grounds. 


Serving of food began at 2:30 p.m. 
and some of the picnic goers began 
to eat right away. The procession 
through the food line continued rather 
steadily through the afternoon until 
6 p.m. when the eats tables were closed. 

Bingo started at 3 o’clock and there 
were additional sessions at 4 and 5 
o’clock. Door prizes were called at half 
hour intervals through the afternoon. 

As soon as the grounds were opened, 
a variety of carnival booths swung into 
action, continuous showing of children’s 
movies began and pony and train rides 
were started. Sno-Cones, cotton candy 
and soft drinks were served through 
the afternoon. 


Among the many Bingo players was Rex 
Winders, retired, who is shown carefully con- 


centrating on the numbers. 


Although the early morning had 
traces of mist, by the time the picnic 
opened the rain had dissipated and it 
was possible to set up the ponies and 
“Little Toot” train outdoors. But be- 
cause of the wet grounds and the threat 
of rain, the remainder of the events 
were held indoors. 

One of the big advantages of the con- 
tinuous-operation picnic was that it was 
possible for those who were scheduled 


to work Saturday to come out to the 


event for perhaps an hour or so, take 
part in all of the activities and still 
be at work on schedule. Transportation 
from the downtown area was arranged 
for those who were working that after- 
noon. 

Many of them did fit in a trip to 
the picnic around their work schedules 
or other planned activities for the day. 

Several favorite features were car- 
ried over from previous years. They 
included: 

1. The temperature guess, won by 
Sue Donahoo of Traffic Unit II. She 
guessed that the temperature would be 
72 degrees at 4 p.m. It actually turned 
out to be a coolish 61—but she was 
closest to the figure. 

2. Mystery Person, who was Clara 
Edwards of Supply. Nobody identified 
her, so the prize for finding the mystery 
person went into the Bingo pot. 

3. Door Prizes, won half hourly by 
Henry Meier, M. Vanous, Nikki Schul- 
ling, Jack Caldwell, Nancy Herstein, 
G. C. King, W. L. Eckles, Jr., and Joan 
Winders. 

4, Bingo, conducted in a wide range 
of varieties by Ron Ahl. 


Dick Yost dispenses a big smile with a soft 
drink from his post in the 7-Up truck at the 
picnic grounds. 


Attracts 1350 LT&Ters 


Dozens of employees helped make the 
picnic successful. The general commit- 
tee was composed of Ron Cotton and 
Dick Yost, who had charge of games, 
contests and program; Otis Clark and 
Gary Clifford, who took care of grounds 
and services; Carolyn Hammer and 
Betty Schleiger, who had publicity, re- 
ception and dinner responsibilities; and 
Gar Donnelson, who headed up the 
control committee. 


Others on the games, contests and 
program committee were Ron Ahl, Phil 
Bailey, Pat Spacek, Carolyn Karcher, 
Linda Gillispie, Pam Scott, Roger 
Weber, Glennys Bauman, Susie Wilcox, 
Pam Mewes, Cassie Banker, Marilyn 
Zimmer, Sherry Schmode, Annette 
Wunderlich, Nancy Buck, Clara Ed- 
wards, Janet Treptow, Linda Marshall, 
Joan Winders, Mary Renaud, Mona 
Wanser and Lydia Spomer. 


Others on the grounds and services 
committee were Harold Butler, Bobby 
Livingston, Irvin Pollard, Claud Clary, 
Charlie Ritchey, Warren Drake, Bryan 
Slick, Harry Hill, Chris Lyberis, Duane 
Dorman. 


Others on the publicity, reception, 
dinner committee were Dorothy Mc- 
Michael, Nancy Atkins, Carol Patrick, 
Anna Propp, Judy Hansen, Rae-Ann 
Slote, Kathryn Kells, Adene Kemper, 
Linda Hassebrook, Nikki Schulling, 
Mary Wall, Jeanette Herbolsheimer, 
Judy Strain, Laura Oppegard and De- 
lone Rice. 


Others on the control committee were 
Kay Culver, Ken Clinefelter and Tom 
Pickering. 
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Willard Waltke had his hands full of daughter 
and his daughter had her hands full of balloon 
as they strolled around the picnic area. 
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On hand in full centennial dress was Bob 
Brinton and his two children, who were prominent 
figures on the picnic grounds. 


Let’s see now, which one shall I choose? Pick- 
ing a prize was more difficult than winning one 


for this lad. 


Carolyn Karcher seemed to get as big a kick 
out of the kiddies cartoons as the youngsters. 
Projectionist is Ron Cotton. 


June 17 was obviously a moving day as furniture and equipment was piled on the sidewalk in front of the 15th and ‘’M” general 


Back to 1342 ‘M 


office building. 


See YEARS ago the Company 
vacated the old General Office 
building at 14th & “M” Streets in Lin- 
coln and completed a move to the new 
General Office and equipment building 
a block to the east. 

Last June 17 we, in a small way, re- 
versed the process, taking over the 
second floor of the old building. This 
time the situation is somewhat differ- 
ent. The Company had previously 
leased the entire old building to H & H 
Realty Company and now is renting 
back the second floor. 

The most recent move of offices was 
made necessary by the expanding de- 
mands on our Company to provide ser- 
vice. The increasing toll traffic busi- 
ness brought about a need for the third 
traffic operating unit in Lincoln. So 
the entire fifth floor of the 15th & ‘“M” 
building is being vacated only seven 
years after its completion. 

Moved out and over to the 1342 “M” 
Street building were General Traffic, 


Personnel, and the Co-operative Credit 
Association. Moving with them were 
T.V. Transmission Inc., which had been 
located on seventh floor, and toll in- 
vestigation, which had been on fourth. 

The mail room has been relocated 
in the space vacated by toll investiga- 
tion. 

Establishment of Traffic Unit III is 
being brought about by the rapidly 
growing toll load. You need operators 
to handle long distance calls and an 
operator needs a position at which to 
work. Traffic Unit I has for several 
years been filled with 80 positions. 
There is no more room for switchboards. 

Thus the formation of Traffic Unit III 
is called for. (Traffic Unit II was formed 
eight years ago to handle information 
and PBX services.) 


The operating room of Unit III will 
be located in the space previously used 
by General Traffic and a part of the 
space used by General Service bureau. 
The space formerly used by Co-op will 
become a locker room. The old fifth 
floor conference room will become a 
snack room for operators and the former 
Traffic Superintendent’s office a lounge. 

Part of the hallway and the reception 
area of the Traffic department will be- 
come a “preparation area’ for operators 
and equipped with a shelf and mirror so 
that the girls may arrange their head- 
sets. An office for the chief operator 
and a “quiet room” for operators who 
may become ill on duty will also be 
provided. 

Unit III will have 24 positions and 
will handle only Lincoln originating 


LEFT: The General Traffic space looks a little forlorn with desks removed 
and things packed up in boxes. The mover at the right is preparing fo 
remove the file cabinets. 


LOWER LEFT: In the 14th & M building furniture was moved in before 
the final touches of telephone installation was completed. Here D. B.- 
Boerrigter is installing a telephone in Tyler Ryan’s office. 


LOWER RIGHT: Movers ease a desk off the elevator in the 1342 M Street 
building during the one-block move of the departments. 


All packed up and ready to go, but still taking 
phone calls was Gar Donnelson, Personnel co- 
ordinator, on moving day. 


calls. It will not handle calls originat- 
ing at paystations or at hotels, WATS 
calls, tributaries or 4P offices. Inward 
traffic will be handled at Unit I and 
rate and route traffic will be handled 
at the present rate and route positions. 

As presently outlined, the new unit 
will operate during the peak periods, 
but will not be staffed during the slack 
late hours. 

The move to make way for Unit III 
brought new room numbers for the re- 
located departments, but no change in 
telephone numbers. General Traffic is 
located in rooms, 215, 216, 218, 220, 222, 
and 224. Personnel is in rooms 206 and 
208. Toll investigation is in 204, T.V. 
Transmission is in room 212 and a con- 
ference room has been set up in 208. 

Of more interest, generally, to em- 
ployees is the fact that Co-op has been 
located in room 221. 

Since the Company moved out of the 
old building in 1960 the offices have 
been largely unused, although there 
have been various temporary uses made 
of the space. The newly relocated tele- 
phone offices on the second floor are 
the first major tenants of the building 
since that time. But they will soon be 
joined by others. 

A restaurant is to be located on the 
main floor of the building and renova- 
tion of that space for the new purpose 
was started even as the telephone em- 
ployees were getting settled. 


Mail girl Mary Renaud finds things a bit 
crowded as she makes her rounds on the fifth 
floor during the move. 


Retired Folks 


HE PROTECTING “blanket” of the 

Blue Cross-Blue Shield Health Care 
Plan covers retired LT&T employees 
as well as active ones. However, there 
are some important differences. 

For retired employees under 65 the 
only difference is the maximum cover- 
age under the major medical portion, 
which is $5,000 instead of the $20,000 
for active employees. 

The $5,000 maximum also applies to 
retired employees over 65—in addition 
to some substantial changes in the basic 
portion of the plan. 

The basic Health Care Plan for re- 
tired employees over 65 is a ‘“Medi- 
care Extended” type of coverage. That 
is, the Health Care Plan is coordinated 
with the Federal Medicare program. It 
is designed to supplement, but not to 
duplicate payments by Medicare. 

Generally, the Health Care Plan 
“meshes” with Part A of Medicare 
(hospitalization) in this way: Medicare 
requires the patient to pay the first 
$40 of hospitalization. Your Health 
Care will pay that $40 for you. Also, 
Medicare requires the patient to pay 
$10 per day for hospital care from the 
61st to the 90th day. Your Health Care 
Plan will pay this. Medicare does not 
provide benefits beyond 90 continuous 
days of hospitalization. Your basic plan 
will provide full coverage for eligible 
charges from the 90th day to the 120th 
day of hospitalization. 

The Health Care Plan “meshes” with 
Part B of Medicare (doctors’ services) 
like this: Medicare requires the patient 
to pay the first $50 per year in charges 
for medical services rendered by a phy- 
sician. This includes such items as office 
calls, hospital calls, X-ray, pathology, 
etc. Your Health Care Plan will pay 
this first $50 if it is for services cov- 
ered under the basic plan—that is, 
X-ray, pathology and hospital calls. The 
basic plan does not cover office calls 
and home visits. Part B of-Medicare 


Covered Too 


pays only 80% of the physician’s charge. 
Your Health Care Plan will pay the 
remaining 20% provided it is an eligible 
charge under the basic plan. Under no 
circumstances will your Health Care 
Plan supplement Medicare payments 
beyond 100% of the total charge. 

Your Health Care Plan major medical 
will cover some items not covered under 
Medicare and your basic plan. It will 
also cover items that exceed the maxi- 
mum allowed under Medicare and your 
basic plan. To be eligible for major 
medical benefits in any membership 
year, you must first incur out-of-pocket 
expenses of $100. This $100 is often 
called “deductible” and applies to each 
person covered. Payments made by 
Medicare will count towards the $100 
deductible, but not payments made un- 
der your basic Health Care Plan. That is, 
on a$100 surgery charge, Medicare would 
pay 80% or $80. Blue Shield would pay 
$20. The $80 paid by Medicare would 
apply towards the deductible, but not 
the $20 paid by Blue Shield. Major 
medical will pay 80% of all covered 
expenses after the covered person has 
out-of-pocket expenses of $100 each 
membership year. 


BASIC PLAN is that portion of your 
Health Care Plan that provides full 
coverage hospitalization up to 120 
days for semi-private room and other 
services provided by the hospital and, 
by schedule, surgical procedures in or 
out of the hospital. It also provides 
coverage for diagnostic laboratory and 
X-ray services as an in-patient or in a 
doctor’s office up to $75 per policy 
year. 


MAJOR MEDICAL is that portion of 
the Health Care Plan which supple- 
ments the basic plan, providing cov- 
erage for extended illnesses and those 
of a catastrophically expensive nature. 


REOPENER FOR BLUE CROSS 


@ <A BLUE Cross-Blue Shield 
‘“‘reopener” period has been sched- 
uled for August 1 through 15. 
This will permit employees not 
enrolled in the health and hos- 
pitalization insurance program to 
do so with fewer restrictions. 
During the reopener period any 
employee with 60 days service or 
more may enroll in the Blue 
Cross-Blue Shield program with 
no waiting period (except for 
pregnancy) and no statement of 
health. If you are interested in 


enrolling during the reopener pe- 
riod contact your supervisor. 

A representative of the Blue 
Cross-Blue Shield was in the 
Personnel office to answer ques- 
tions the afternoon of August 3 
and the morning of August 4. He 
can be reached at extension 390. 


The greatest pleasure of life is 
to do a good deed in secret and 
have it discovered by accident. 

—Charles Lamb 


The streets of Kenesaw were window-high in 
water—or waist deep, depending on how you 
measured it. 


Stranger than Fiction 


A young Tampa telephone operator 
couldn’t beileve her ears. Receiving a 
call in the pre-dawn hours of the 
morning, the operator was asked to 
place a call to a northern city. When 
she asked for the caller’s number for 
billing purposes, she was stunned to 
hear her own home phone number re- 
peated. When queried on who was 
making the call, the operator was 
further dumfounded to hear her own 
name repeated. It could be a strange 
coincidence to have the same _ un- 
familiar name, but impossible to have 
the same telephone number she knew. 

Quick to alert her supervisor, the 
operator had the call traced and her 
fears subsided when she learned that 
a fraudulent call was made and, of 
all things, in her own name and tele- 
phone number. Chances of this hap- 
pening is beyond calculation with over 
12 million calls being made each year 


in the Tampa area. 
—Florida General News 


Hey, hear the story about the 
English class in which the teacher 
was interrupting reading of an 
essay to quiz her pupils on the 
meaning of certain words? (Didn't 
think you had.) Anyway, one of 
the words was “operetta” and she 
wanted to know if everyone rec- 
ognized the word and knew what 
it meant. “Sure,’ piped up one 
bright young lad, “it’s a lady who 
works for the telephone com- 
pany.” 


—Illinois General News 


High Water Brings Problems 


LOODS AND storms tore into Ne- 

braska in June, taking a heavy toll 

in damage and causing some loss of life. 

Much of the damage was outside of our 

territory, but LT&T was affected by 
the flood waters. 

The community of Kenesaw, west of 
Hastings, was hit the hardest of any 
of our exchanges. The water was three 
feet deep in town and it stayed there 
for days before gradually receding. The 
mess it left behind and the damage it 
did to homes and furnishings was ter- 
rific. 

But the telephone system was not so 
heavily damaged as might be expected. 
Water seeped into the exchange office, 
doing minor damage to equipment. Tele- 
phone men rushed to the scene, sand- 
bagged the building, pumped out the 
water with a manhole pump and re- 
paired the damage. 

Because the commercial power was 
out of service, a portable generator was 
taken to the office in order to provide 
power to operate the telephone system. 
Many of the phones in town were out 
of service, but the central office was in 
operation. 

The distribution plant in Kenesaw is 
buried. Water rose so high that in many 
cases it entered the pedestals which 
serve the homes and buildings, short- 
ing out the phones. But the cable used 
is plastic insulated and when the waters 
receded and the pedestals dried out, 
for the most part, the trouble cleared 
itself. 

Adding a bit of humor to an other- 
wise grim situation was the drive-up 
telephone outside of the exchange of- 
fice. It was in working order and 
several boats were seen to pull along- 


fact, has been gone for several months. 
She will now join him and it is hoped 
will be happy in her new home and in 
her new situation of retirement. 
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Taken April 6, this photo shows James C. Green 
before he shaved. The beard had been growing 
since January and the moustache for about a 
year. 
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side so that the occupants could use the 
phone. One wag suggested it was a 
“row-up” phone. 

Washouts caused problems in other 
places. The bridge across Oak Creek 
on north 14th Street near Lincoln col- 
lapsed and it appeared that only the 
telephone cable was keeping it from 
breaking completely away. The cable 
was quickly protected from further 
damage. 

A bridge three or four miles north of 
Crete went out, taking cable with it 
and necessitating repairs. 

The extremely wet conditions caused 
the predictable rash of trouble to tele- 
phone service and Plant men were busy 
for several days drying out cables. 

Because of storm-damaged circuits it 
was necessary to use alternate routings 
of telephone traffic to and from some 
Nebraska localities and in some cases 
it was impossible to place any but 
emergency calls for a time. 


Falling Oak 


@ WHEN A BRIDGE across Oak 
Creek on north 14th Street in 

- Lincoln began to wash out be- 
cause of heavy rains, it set off a 
chain of action which resulted 
eventually in a solid week of 
work for telephone Construction 
men. 

The south end of the bridge be- 
gan to wash out and threatened 
to collapse. Since the bridge car- 
ried three major telephone cables, 
connecting LT&T with the AT&T 
repeater station north of town, 
there was an immediate reaction 
of great concern on the part of 
our Company. 

Construction men rushed to the 
scene. The cable was freed from 
the bridge by means of jackham- 
mers, thus saving our communica- 
tions. It was a Friday and Glenn 
McCown was promptly on hand 
examining the situation and engl- 
neering an alternate route. Then 


This washout threatened LT&T cable on north 
14th Street in Lincoln. As the bridge began to 
collapse, telephone men freed the cable, using 
jackhammers. 
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virtually paralyzed and there was damage to buildings and furnishings as well as to motor vehicles 


trapped in the high water. 


two construction crews spent a 
Saturday and Sunday setting poles 
and running messengers across the 
swollen creek. 

Monday morning the site was 
ready for cable splicers who be- 
gan the monumental job of splic- 
ing in the new span. They worked 
around the clock for seven solid 
days getting the three cables 
spliced over to the alternate and 
temporary routing. 

The following Monday morning 
the new section of cable was fully 
in use. 


A solid week of work was expended to erect this temporary bridge for our cable across Oak 


Creek Bridge Causes Crisis 


Working on the job were Con- 
struction foremen T. B. Hedges, 
D. E. Hedrick, R. W. Lane and 
V. M. Simpson. Gang personnel 
D. Michel, T. Hulbert, C. Kubert, 
G. A. Wasson, Jr., M. Wiens, J. 
Hartz, A. Sieck, D. Olson, J. Raw- 
linson, R. Henke, D. Larson, A. 
Voecks, and J. Dvasco. Splicers 
D. L. Volzke, W. D. MacKenzie, 
L. C. McCarthy, J. Chism, T. E. 
Fuller, D. Gies, and Paul Hart- 
shorn. Splicers helpers K. L. Han- 
son, D. Birkel, J. Hutchison, D. 
Duer, E. Harms, and R. Biel. 


Creek after the bridge to the left washed out and threatened to topple to the bed of the stream. 
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Bea Rohrer Retires 


@ BEATRICE G. ROHRER of Hastings 
closed a telephone career of 30 years 
July 1 as she entered the ranks of the 
retired. She has worked for three dec- 
ades at Hastings, for the past 17 years 
as secretary. 


Bea’s telephone ca- 
reer started June 18, 
1936, when she be- 
came a clerk in the 
Hastings Commercial 
office at $60 a month. 
In about six months 
she became assistant 
cashier and the fol- 
lowing year was 
made cashier. 

In 1944 she became 

ssepntera ‘ advanced clerk and 
she later returned to the old title of 
cashier before becoming a secretary in 
August of 1950. 

Her career with LT&T started as the 
Company was beginning to see some 
light after the darkest years of the 
depression and her service spans the 
trying war years and the postwar boom 
which brought rapid growth and tech- 
nical advances to the industry. 

It is hard to imagine one of Bea’s 
energy and vitality retiring to a rock- 
ing chair and we expect and hope that 
she will find her new career of retire- 
ment rewarding and challenging as 
well as enjoyable. 


FILMS BOOST LT&T 


@ IN A QUIET way, LT&T reaches a 
large number of persons in a public 
relations program. It is done through 
the films available to the public 
through our company and shown widely 
in schools and before organizations. 

Last year over 65,000 persons saw 4 
telephone company film. These were 
shown in connection with the Tele- 
trainer or Telezonia programs or were 
more conventional films from our li- 
brary. 

Often the schools write letters of 
thanks. Sometimes they are done up 
special like the one received by Don 
Rutledge, manager at Seward. A school 
class carefully hand lettered the mes- 
sage on a large sheet of construction 
paper and put it in a handmade en- 
velope. The message: 

“Thank you for the telephone movie. 
We liked the film strip too. We like 
to play with the telephone very much. 
We learned many things. Now we know 
how to use the telephone. We all wish 
we could keep the telephone you 
brought. ‘Thank you for everything and 
come again. Roger said watch out for 
turning cars when you come to 


Dwight.” 


MICROWAVE TOWER GOES UP 
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@ NOW A prominent part of the Lin- 
coln skyline is the new microwave 
tower taking shape atop of LT&T’s gen- 
eral office and equipment building at 
15th & M Streets. 

Over a period of some weeks it has 
gradually grown, as construction men 
added steel, to its full and finished 
height. With the exception of the state 
capitol building, it is the tallest struc- 
ture in Lincoln and those who have 
been to the top declare that “you can 
see over everything but the Capitol.” 

Floor grating for each level, a spiral 
stairway in the center, and a partial 
covering for the tower are to be added. 
The tower is designed to eventually ac- 
commodate 10 cornucopia type micro- 
wave antennas, but initially will have 
two. 
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SOCIALISM 


How Economics Teacher 
Handles the Subject 


HOMAS J. SHELLEY, a teacher of 

economics and history in Yonkers, 
New York, explains his graphic meth- 
od of describing just what socialism 
means: 

“As a teacher in the public schools, 
I find that the socialistic-communist 
idea of ‘taking from each according to 
his ability,’ and giving ‘to each accord- 
ing to his need’ is now generally ac- 
cepted without question by most of our 
pupils. In an effort to explain the fal- 
lacy in this theory, I sometimes try 
this approach with my pupils: 

“When one of the brighter or harder- 
working pupils makes a grade of 95 on 
a test, I suggest that I take away 20 
points and give them to a student who 
has made only 55 points on his test. 
Thus each would contribute according 
to his ability and—since both would 
have a passing mark—each would re- 
ceive according to his need. After I 
have juggled the grades of all the 
other pupils in this fashion the result 
is usually a ‘common ownership’ grade 
of between 75 and 80—the minimum 
needed for passing, or for survival. 
Then I speculate with the pupils as to 
the probable results if I actually used 
the socialistic theory for grading papers. 

“First, the highly productive pupils 
—and they are always in a minority in 
school as well as life—would soon lose 
all incentive for producing. Why strive 
to make a high grade if part of it is 
taken from you by ‘authority’ and given 
to someone else? 

“Second, the less productive pupils 
—a majority in school as elsewhere— 
would, for a time, be relieved of the 
necessity to study or to produce, This 
socialist-communist system would con- 
tinue until the high producers had sunk 
—or had been driven down—to the 
level of the low producers. At that 
point, in order for anyone to survive, 
the ‘authority’ would have no alterna- 
tive but to begin a system of compul- 
sory labor and punishments against 
even the low producers. They, of course, 
would complain bitterly, but without 
understanding. 

“Finally, I return the discussion to 
the ideas of freedom and enterprise— 
the market economy—where each per- 
son has freedom of choice and js re- 
sponsible for his own decisions and 
welfare. 

“Gratifyingly enough, most of my 
pupils then understand what I mean 
when I explain that socialism — even 
in a democracy—will eventually result 
in a living death for all except the 
‘authorities’ and a few of their favorite 
lackeys.”’ 

—from The Transmitter 


Gary Again Carries 
The LT&T Colors 


@ A SOAPBOX derby car sponsored 
by LT&T ranked fourth in the annual 
Soapbox Derby in Lincoln held Sunday, 
June 25. The car, constructed and 
driven by Gary Schrank, son of Train- 
ing Supervisor E. C. “Gene” Schrank, 
tipped the scales right at the maximum 
weight. 

Gary built the car two years ago 
when he placed second in his class. He 
remodeled the car last year, placing 
second in the contest. Again this year 
he revamped the car to accommodate 
his larger size and greater weight and 
in order to lower his silhouette. 

Each year LT&T has sponsored the 
car. 
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HEADLINES IN THE NEWSPAPERS 


Ron Cotton, Commercial Representative in 
Lincoln, dropped in his first hole-in-one at 
the Colonial golf course. The event took 
place on a par 3, 25-yard hole... J. H. 
Bauer, Superior, is one of the members of 
the Legion team which won the Champion- 
ship of the Wednesday bowling league. He 
is also a member of the Co-op Mills team 
which won the City Bowling tourney. .. . 
Marian Lanning, Lincoln, is president of the 
Cornhusker Chapter of the National Secre- 
taries Association. . Howard Spahnle, 
Area Commercial supervisor, was elected 


LT&T Bowlers 


@ THE LT&T Construction team de- 
feated a Bell Booster Western Electric 
team this year to gain the ‘Nebraska 
State Telephone Bowling Champion- 
ship.” The two giants of telephone 
bowling met at the Rose Bowl in 
Omaha June 17 to decide the champion- 
ship. 

Both teams were forced to enlist sub- 
stitutes — Western Electric picking up 
a sub from Northwestern Bell and the 
Construction team getting one from the 
Personnel squad. 

Championship was decided by the 
best two of three games. LT&T’s Con- 
struction knuckled down to win the 
first two games by six and five pins, 
respectively. They then slacked off and 
lost the final game by 57 pins. 

LT&T had an 803 in the first game, 
beating Western Electric’s 797; an 860 
in the second game, besting W.E.’s 855; 
then fell behind with an 807 final game, 
trailing W.E.’s 864. 

The host team had the high series of 
2516, whereas LT&T had a 2470 team 
series. Western Electric also had the 
high team game of 864. High individual 
series was won by Jim Howat of LT&T, 
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president of the Past State Exalted Rulers 
Association of the Elks. . . . Gus Jensen 
and Harvey Robinson Of York worked on the 
cleanup and anti-litterbug project with Boy 
Scout Troop 173. - - - Joe Adamson of 
Geneva was elected vice president of the 
Board of Education of School District No. 75 
at Geneva... . R. H. Hunzeker, Sutton, 
attended a fire school of the Nebraska State 
Volunteer Firemen’s Association at Grand 
Island. Bob is fire chief at Sutton. . . . Bob 
Smith, Nebraska City, was pictured in the 
News Press receiving the gavel as president 


Gary Schrank, son 
of Training Supervisor 
E. C. Schrank, is shown 
as he got set for a 
time trial run in the 
annual Soapbox Derby 
race in Lincoln. Gary’s 
car was sponsored by 
LT&T. 


of the JayCees. .. . Al Farmer, Lincoln was 
recognized for more than doubling his goal 
of $500 in the YMCA-YWCA capital funds 
drive. . . . H. K. Studier was one of two 
men directing the P-TA annual bike rodeo 
and inspection at Superior. .. . Jim Landen- 
berger, Lincoln, was tapped for the Order 
of the Arrow, honorary Scout camping 
society at a campout at Grandpa’s Woods 
May 14 and 15. Jim has been active in 
Scout work. 


He is always the severest cen- 
sor of the merits of others who 


has least worth of his own. 
E. L. Magoon 


Victorious in Match With Bell 


while high individual game honors 
went to Mel Jaixen of W.E. with a 234. 

Rolling for LT&T were Hal Feather, 
Jim Howat, Don Norton and Rod Lane, 
all Construction regulars, and Gar Don- 
nelson, a Personnel team member. Rep- 
resenting the Bell Boosters were Ace 
Borre, Ed Finley, Russ Allsup, Mel 
Jaixen and Art Helligso. 
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Meeting at Omaha were these bowlers from LT&T and Bell. Left to right are Gar Donnelson, 


It was the eighth such match between 
the two companies. The Bell teams 
have won four times and LT&T squads 
an equal number of times. Matches are 
played alternately in Omaha and Lin- 
coln. 

This year’s teams were exceptionally 
well matched. LT&T had to give only 
two pins handicap to their hosts. 
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Hal Feather, Don Norton, Jim Howat, Rod Lane and Tom Fuller of LT&T; Mel Jaixen, Russ Allsup, 


Ed Finley, Art Helligos and Ace Borre of NWB. 
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All dressed up and ready for a visit to a school are the visiting Traffic supervisors from Nigeria, 
shown here with some of the LT&T folks. From left to right are Melba Richards, Mary Bornemeier, 
Edith Browne, Pearl Barnhouse, Janet Oye, Irene Combs, Clarice Idenekan and Myra Metcalf. The 
Nigerians dressed in native costume for the special occasion, but usually are attired in American 


clothes. 


Nigerians Visit Our Company 


@ THREE telephone traffic supervis- 
ors from Lagos, Nigeria have been vis- 
iting LT&T and studying our methods 
and procedures. They are Mrs. Clarice 
Taiwo Idenekan, a senior supervisor; 
Mrs. Edith A. Browne and Mrs. 
Janet M. Oye, both supervisors. Their 
jobs compare to chief operator and 
service assistant in our company. 

They will spend a total of 55 or 60 
working days in Lincoln and Omaha 
before leaving for Washington, D.C. 
the last part of July and returning 
home in August. 

Mrs. Idenekan and Mrs. Oye arrived 
in Lincoln just in time to witness a 
late spring snowstorm—the first snow 
they had ever seen or touched. Used 
to a hot climate, they found the 
wintry weather unpleasant, but they 
laughed with delight as the company 
photographer demonstrated how to roll 
up a snowman. 

Mrs. Browne joined the other two 
after about a week, arriving here from 
Las Vegas. 

The three have been spending a con- 
siderable share of their time here 
studying our Traffic methods, but have 
also observed Personnel and Data Proc- 
essing work. 

Lagos, where they work, is the point 
through which all of the overseas tele- 


phone calls to and from Nigeria must 
pass. The system there is thoroughly 
modern. 

One of the problems faced in Nigeria 
is the fact that several native tongues 
are commonly spoken. However, En- 
glish is the language of commerce and 
is taught in the schools, so is com- 
monly spoken. In many cases operators 
working side by side each speak a dif- 
ferent native tongue and are able to 
converse together only in English—al- 
though some operators can speak sev- 
eral of the languages. 

An interesting fact is that the system 
uses men operators after 10 p.m.—an 
innovation just being started on an ex- 
perimental basis in a few places in the 
United States. 

In Nigeria, as in many other coun- 
tries, the telephone system is operated 
by the government and the three visi- 
tors are employed by the Ministry of 
Communications in the Posts and Tele- 
graph division. 

Each of the three visiting Traffic su- 
pervisors is the mother of several chil- 
dren. Mrs. Idenekan has eight, Mrs. 
Browne has five and Mrs. Oye three. 
Mr. Idenekan works in the postal and 
telecommunications ministry; Mr. Oye 
is an attorney; and Mr. Browne is with 
the ministry of health and sanitation. 


PICNIC DOGHOUSE TO BEATRICE 


@ THE LT&T picnic doghouse is in new 
hands this year. It is now in the reluc- 
tant possession of the Beatrice area, 
which had the lowest proportion of at- 
tendance at the annual picnic. 

Area manager Lloyd Oglesby ac- 
cepted the little wooden house on July 
3. Previous holder of the trophy, the 
Plattsmouth area, got rid of it when 
Area Manager V. V. Clark brought it 
to the picnic, confident that he wouldn’t 
have to take it home. 

Mr. Oglesby has indicated that he ex- 
pects the trophy will continue to be a 
“traveling trophy” and that it will rest 
in other hands next year. 


LT&T’s annual picnic is the one oc- 
casion when employees from over the 
entire 22 counties of our area can get 
together socially. It offers an oppor- 
tunity for them to personally meet 
some of the folks with whom they have 
business correspondence or telephone 
conversations. And it is a time for re- 
newing of old acquaintances throughout 
the territory. 

The doghouse award was contrived to 
give a little extra interest to the event 
and to help encourage some friendly 
competition and picnic attendance 
among various exchanges and depart- 
ments. 
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Rita Reaches Decade 
Without an Absence 


@ WHEN RITA M. Vyhlidal, Traffic 
Unit II in Lincoln, observed her 10th 
anniversary in May she was also ob- 
serving another occasion of note. For 
it was a full decade of work with LT&T 
with no absences. 

Asked to what she attributes this per- 
formance, Rita commented that “It was 
a little bit of determination.” She ex- 
plained that “The first five years were 
sort of accidental,” but that she was 
“determined to try to make 10 years.” 

When tempted to stay home Rita asks 
herself is she really sick or would she 
be able to go out that evening or do 
some things at home. So far the answer 
has always been that she has been well 
enough to work. 

However, she recognizes that if she 
or anyone else is really sick it would 
be of no value to the Company for them 
to show up at work. 

‘TI guess I’ve just been fortunate,” 
she said and explained that she has en- 
joyed excellent health. 

But we wonder if the answer isn’t 
really that Rita likes her work and has 
a sense of responsibility to the Com- 
pany and to the fellow workers who 
would have to pick up her load if she 
were absent. 


Appreciated Service 


@ A LETTER of appreciation for the 
work our employees did in restoring 
service at Kenesaw, recently flooded, 
has been received. It was written by 
Mr. and Mrs. Erwin Burling of that 
community. 

Said the Burlings: 

“Thanks for the rapid restoration of 
our service after our recent flood. Your 
linemen who came to Kenesaw are 
certainly courteous, fine gentlemen.” 

It is nice to hear these kind words 
from one of the families we serve. 


Reluctant recipient of the 1967 Picnic ‘’dog- 
house” award is Lloyd Oglesby, area manager at 
Beatrice. His area had the lowest percentage of 
attendance at the annual event. 


4O Years for Simpson 


. M. SIMPSON reached the 40th anniversary of his 
V employment by LT&T on June 10 and the occasion 
was observed two days later, on Monday, June 12, by a 
Company-sponsored luncheon at the Cornhusker hotel. 

Company Vice President M. M. Hale was master of 
ceremonies at the luncheon. He presented Mr. Simpson 
with a diamond-studded service emblem denoting his four 


decades of service to the Company. 


Mr. Hale told Simpson, ‘We hope you enjoy this day. 
It is employees like you who have made our Company 
one of the outstanding Independent telephone companies 
in the United States.” He also mentioned that many of our 
valuable employees were trained by “Deke” Simpson. 

“We do appreciate the contribution you have made to 
our Company,” summarized the vice president. 


Mr. Hale also scanned through early service records, 


revealing that Deke started in June of 1927 as a groundman 
at the pay of $3.25 a day. After two months he got a raise 
of 25 cents per day. On those early records, Simpson was 
evaluated at various times as “A good man, wants to learn 
the business,” “Should have a raise as he is improving 
fast,’ “An extra good man, very careful worker,” and 


others in a similar vein. 


Commenting on his four decades of work, Simpson said 
“I never broke any bones, but I got a lot of bruises!” He 
was off of work with a broken ankle at one time, but the 


| Cudaback Passes | 


@ DEATH CLAIMED Harold G. Cuda- 
back, retired Superior Plant employee, 
on June 24. He had been in poor health 
for several years and was retired on 
disability pension in 1965. 

Harold had nearly 20 years of service 
y. He started in Au- 
gust of 1945 as a 
groundman in Lin- 
coln Construction. 
The next 13 years he 
spent with LT&T in 
Lincoln, as a truck 
driver, trucker for 
Supply, routineman, 
shopman, and finally 
switchman, a position 
he took in 1952. 

He moved to Paw- 
nee City as a switch- 
man in 1958 and to Superior in 1962. 
He became ill with a serious heart con- 
dition in July of 1964 and after a full 
year on sickness disability went on pen- 
sion in August of 1965. 

Retirement seemed to benefit his 
health for a while and he and Mrs. 
Cudaback were able to operate a bait 
shop in Alma, near the Harlan County 
reservoir, last year. 

His death came in June, about six 
months before he reached the age of 50. 
His many friends are grieved by Har- 
old’s loss. They will long remember 
“Cuddy” for his good nature and plea- 
sant personality. 

Funeral services took place June 28 
at the Lutheran church in McCool Junc- 
tion. Burial was at the McCool Junc- 
tion cemetery. 


Simpson accepts 40-year emblem... 


injury came in an off-the-job accident. 

Simpson was an expert ball player during his early 
years with the Company, pitching for an LT&T team. He 
played with the late Joseph Van Horn, who later became 
president of General Telephone Company of the Midwest. 
In fact, it was Mr. Van Horn who enticed Simpson to leave 


his job at the Roberts Dairy and come to the telephone 


company. 


It proved to be a permanent move in employment for 
Deke and a good move for our Company. 


Mrs. Tucker Gets $35 Suggestion Award 


@ A $35 SUGGESTION award has 
been made to a Traffic employee who 
was alert to the possibility of improv- 
ing emergency service. She is Mrs. 
Betty L. Tucker of Traffic Unit I. Mrs. 
Tucker’s suggestion concerned straight- 
forward trunks to the Police Depart- 
ment for emergency calls. 


Mrs. Tucker suggested the trunks for 
emergency and ambulance calls and 
pointed out that it would be best if 
they had an audible ring “as the cus- 
tomer gets upset and frequently even 
hangs up before the operator can key 
the number for the Police Department.” 

She also pointed out that “sometimes 
when the operator dials in a hurry, or 
a faulty dial trunk is used the number 
doesn’t set up and then has to be re- 
dialed to complete the connection.” She 
also said that the suggested trunks 
could be designated as emergency lines 
and not be used “when policemen are 
just reporting in or when the customer 
doesn’t seem unduly upset when plac- 
ing the call.” 


“The faster connection service,” noted 
Mrs. Tucker, ‘besides helping the cus- 
tomers would eliminate the necessity 
of having calling numbers traced, get- 
ting the listings, then calling police 
back with the information so often be- 
cause of calling party hanging up be- 
fore operator can complete the connec- 
tion.” 

Mrs. Tucker’s suggestion received the 
approval of both the Police and Fire 
departments in Lincoln and it is being 
put into use. 
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Other suggestion awards were: 

To Robert L. Crandall, Toll Equip- 
ment, a $20 award for a suggestion to 
install seat belts on the right side of 
Company vans. Mr. Crandall pointed 
out that the passenger needed a seat 
belt even more than the driver because 
he had no steering wheel to hold on to. 

To Sally Sullivan, Traffic Unit I, a 
$20 award for a suggestion to reorga- 
nize the ticket boxes above the operat- 
ing boards. She outlined a plan of 
designation and included a rough draw- 
ing of her proposal. 

To Gene O. Ryan, Engineering, an 
award of $20 for a suggestion that the 
Company make its own plastic tees for 
use on conduit. Mr. Ryan submitted 
drawings giving complete instructions 
for the fabrication of the tees and ex- 
pressed the view that they could be 
manufactured for substantially less than 
the $9.90 cost of purchased tees. 

To E. P. Canarsky, switchroom, an 
immediate award of $20 with review in 
six months for a suggestion concerning 
the use of a transistorized cable tone 
and pick up amplifier. Mr. Canarsky 
made one of these units and put it to 
use, reporting that in one instance it 
was possible to pinpoint the exact loca- 
tion of trouble in 10 minutes, whereas 
several hours had previously been con- 
sumed in trying to find it. Because of 
the difficulty in evaluating the worth 
of this suggestion, it will be reviewed 
later for a possible additional award. 

All suggestion awards are for the full 
amount with appropriate deductions 
made and paid by the Company. 


wry Service 


Equipment Goes In At Seward Office 
Anniversaries | 
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Ella Hansen E. M. Barney 
Lincoln Lincoln 
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P. G. Radebaugh W. B. Imler 
Lincoln Superior 


c2 _ 
E. J. Hoaglin 


0. G. Hoffman 
Lincoln Lincoln 


D. J. Sullivan 
Lincoln 


AA YEARS C. S. Ahl, Lincoln; Gladys I. 
Walker, Seward. 

A1 YEARS Hedwig E. Elmshaeuser, Beatrice. 
AQ YEARS Ella M. Hansen, Lincoln. 

38 YEARS G. E. Miller, Lincoln. 

37 YEARS H. W. Armagost, David City. 
36 YEARS A. M. Newens, R. O. Sherman, 
Lincoln. 

33 YEARS V . H. Baun, G. L. Caley, Lincoln. 
32 YEARS Mary I. Beaty, T. B. Hedges, F. 
W. Norton, Lincoln. 

27 YEARS Virginia M. Coon, Beatrice. 

26 YEARS L. G. Hansen, Lincoln. 

25 YEARS E. M. Barney, P. G. Radebaugh, 
Lincoln; W. B. Imler, Superior. 

24 YEARS Viola C. Hutchinson, Beatrice; 
Emma L. DeJonge, Humboldt; Esther Bor- 
chers, Lincoln; Violet I. Peterson, Nebraska 
City. 

23 YEARS Dorothy L. Trauernicht, Beatrice: 
J. J. Miller, Lincoln. 

22 YEARS R. L. Johnson, Ashland: Anna M. 
Bott, Hastings; Elaine Hawkins, Lincoln. 


D. E. | Nelson 
Lincoln 


Joyce Sedersten 
Hastings 


Elizabeth Benda F. J. Fisher 
Beatrice Beatrice 


D. C. Gilmore 
Plattsmouth 


R. W. Schroeder 


21 YEARS Ferne O. Bade, Lincoln. 

20 YEARS Elizabeth E. Benda, F. J. Fisher, 
Beatrice; Aletha M. Bennett, E. J. Jungck, 
Hastings; E. J. Hoaglin, O. G. Hoffman, D. 
E. Nelson, Lincoln; D. C. Gilmore, Platts- 


mouth. 


19 YEARS D. E. Brunswig, Hastings; Leona 
M. Yarmon, Wahoo. 

18 YEARS Betty J. Hermann, I. D. Schneider, 
W. S. Wolfe, Lincoln; Juanita G. Ettleman, 
Nebraska City. 


17 YEARS C. W. Higgins, Imogene L. Paul- 
sen, Lincoln; Cleora E. Lawrence, Nebraska 
City. 

16 YEARS Kathleen E. Carey, Ruth M. Goep- 
fert, L. C. Park, Lincoln. 

15 YEARS R. L. Ahl, D. I. Haith, D. J. Sulli- 
van, Lincoln. 

14 YEARS H. A. Robinson, York. 

13 YEARS Velma R. Johnson, Ashland; Zi- 


grida Taurins, Lincoln. 


Cc. D. Smith 
Lincoln Lincoln 


Aletha Bennett 
Hastings 


E. J. Jungck 
Hastings 


R. L. Ahl D. I. Haith 
Lincoln Lincoln 


K. F. Dill 
(June Ann.) 


12 YEARS R. B. Baer, R. J. Flowers, R. G. 
Kunz, J. L. Swenson, Lincoln; A. R. Jensen, 
York. 

11 YEARS L. R. Strough, Beatrice, P. W. 
Ehlers, David City. 

10 YEARS Joyce A. Sedersten, Hastings; R. 
W. Schroeder, C. D. Smith, Lincoln; Ruth 
L. Baumbach, Seward. 

9 YEARS R. J. Uffelman, Hastings; R. E. 
Adkisson, Phyllis A. Cummins, L. P. Cuzzupe, 
J. G. Frickel, Stanley Schweitzer, F. L. Starr, 
Lincoln; L. C. Bacon, Plattsmouth. 

8 YEARS Margaret H. Medina, Beatrice; 
Donna R. Giese, Hastings; Arlene G. Blum, 
R. L. Tyler, Lincoln. 

7 YEARS R. V. Genrich, Beatrice; Melvina 
R. Boley, R. D. Goodman, Lincoln. 

6 YEARS R. E. Foltz, W. J. Schuman, Lin- 
coln. 

5 YEARS L. L. Horsky, Crete; Nancy J. At- 
kins, Thayer E. Cotner, H. C. Filbert, Joyce 
E. Paul, J. K. Sheets, Lincoln. 


@ INSTALLATION work is proceeding 
nicely at Seward under the direction 
of R. L. Woody, supervisor for Auto- 
matic Electric. At the upper left is 
shown the future garage, now cluttered 
with all sorts of materials and supplies. 


126 New Bond Buyers 


@ ONE HUNDRED and twenty-six 
employees were added to the payroll 
savings plan for buying U.S. Savings 
Bonds during the spring Bond drive. 
Another 104 persons enrolled in the 
plan chose to increase the amount they 
are investing in the Bonds. 

The new Freedom Shares program, 
in which an employee may purchase 
U.S. Savings Notes along with his Sav- 
ings Bonds, attracted 125 employee in- 
vestors. The Notes mature faster and 
pay a higher rate of interest. 

Over 46% of LT&T employees are 
now enrolled in the Savings Bond pro- 
gram. 


Pioneers Add Members 


@ SEVERAL new members and auxil- 
iary members have been added by the 
Frank H. Woods Telephone Pioneer 


At upper right are Gary Reznicek, Doug 
Wamberg and Marv Evert, working in 
the battery room. At the lower left are 
Art Halleen and Don Reznicek cutting 
and fitting in the second story switch- 
room. At lower right is Woody him- 


Association. New regular members are 
J. B. Howat, Jack L. Ruble, and Ruth 
Morris, all of Lincoln. New auxiliary 
members are Inez C. Reed, Barbara A. 
Howat and Mildred L. Walker of Lin- 
coln, and Wilma H. Lahr of Hastings. 


12 Complete Course 


@ TWELVE LT&T men have com- 
pleted an advanced electronics course 
in preparation for a Second Class Ra- 
dio License. The 20-week session was 
offered by the Industrial Education 
Division of the Lincoln Public Schools. 

The men qualified to take the course 
through taking an ability and electron- 
ics technology pattern test. They are: 

Ken Darby, Edwin Fitzgibbons, Zel- 
len Gunn, Arch Harvey, Roger Harris, 
Jim Huff, Dean Jones, James Landen- 
berger, Gerald Laschanzky, Leroy Mer- 
ritt, Darrell Neemann, and James Story. 
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self at his desk, with some of the newly 
installed equipment in the background. 

The new equipment is in an addition 
to the existing Seward building. Equip- 
ment room is located above the garage, 
but the battery room is on the ground 
floor. 


Employee's Son Selected 


@ SECOND LIEUTENANT David 
Caley, son of Gerald Caley of Lincoln, 
was one of six officers selected to at- 
tend 18 months of training in the Army 
Nurse Corps anaesthesiology course at 
Walter Reed hospital. Lt. Caley is a 
registered nurse. 


Named Class Salutatorian 


@ JOE NESPOR, son of Sylvestor 
Nespor of Fairbury, was salutatorian 
of the Fairbury High School senior 
class. The lad also was a Regents schol- 
arship alternate and the recipient of a 
gold “F” pin. 


In the past a fool and his money | 


were soon parted. Now it happens 
to everybody. 


Telephony 


Accounting 
Annette L. Schultz Mach. Opr. .....-...- 6- 9 
Commercial 
Gayle Lynn Jasch..Steno., Hastings ....6-19 
Julie Roth...<-...:-<-s- TE WDISU) dedeesenceceaus: 6-19 
*JoAnne Ruhge....---- Sr, Secretary ......: 6- 7 
Engineering 
D. R. Karnopp....-- DrariSMmeny: ssecdconde 3 6-12 
*J. C. Lanning, Jr...Draftsman ............ 6- 5 
Plant 
R. ©. Ellison:.....-..- Gdman, Lincoln ....6-12 
De Net EVENS ccccesced Jan., Area Plant ..6-26 


Patricia L. Gratopp Serv. Opr., 
Area Plant .-.-.-.- 5-3] 


* Janice Serv. Opr., 
Stenglemeier .....- Area Plant ......-. 6-19 
Se be ET): 5 See Gdman, David City 6- 7 
Je Ee PONY cstuscases Jan., Hastings ...--. 6- ] 


J. A. Rawlinson....Gdman, Lincoln ....6-26 
Christopher Ryan ..Warehouseman, 


SUDDIY ccc 3 aes 6-26 
D.-Fis Spaticss-aca. Gdman., Lincoln....6- 5 
*M. P. Stilwell.......- Jan., Area Plant ..6- 6 

Traffic 

Cathy Alkire.........- Opr., Lincoln: .......2 6- 5 
Pamela M. Baete....Opr., Lincoln ........ 6-12 
Sharon K. Bridges..Opr., Lincoln ........ 6- 5 
Constance F. 

BO Gr: scccctiseees Opt. Lincoln 2ciccx 6- 5 
Sandra L. Chance..Opr., Lincoln ........ 6- 5 
Lynn J. Churchill....Opr., Lincoln ........ 6-26 
Beryl L. Cooley...... Opr., Lincoln ........ 6- 5 
Sandra C. Docken..Opr., Lincoln -.-....- 6-26 
Corol J; Elrod:.....-. Opr., Lincoln ........ 6- 5 
Lorene A. Fish.......- Opr:, Lincoln ..2...- 6-27 
Donna J. Gullion....Opr., Lincoln .......- 6- 5 

*Bonnie J. Hall.....-... Opr:, Lincol <.ice2.. 6- 5 
Valerie J. Hall-....... Opr., Lincolitecs3... 6- 5 
Dianne L. Hays......Opr., Lincoln ........ 6- 5 
Amy L. Kratky...... Opr., ‘(Lingolty: 24-2: 6-12 
Suzanne Moore.....- lig LIVGOL nn cetae 6-26 
Virginia E. Morton..Opr., Beatrice ...... 6- 5 
Cheryin Nelson.....- Opts, LARCOIN caiekcs 6-26 
Christine G. 

Nordeen ..........---- Opr., Lincoln ......... 6-27 
Marcella J. 

OO BIVONT: oi cecace secon Opr:,. Lincoln: 2225. 6- 5 
Kathy M. Parrott....Opr., Lincoln ........ 6-26 


Sherrie D. Ramold..Opr., Nebr. City ....6-26 
Barbara J. 


SIGNSOUPY sexctiseskss Opr., Lincoln ........ 6- 5 
Linda L. Stansbury Opr., Lincoln ........ 6- 5 
Carol J. Sjomeling..Opr., P.T., Lincoln 6-26 
Laura J. Tackett....Opr., Lincoln ........ 6-27 
Connie D. Taylor....Opr., Lincoln ........ 6- 5 
Marilyn M. 

Vollertsen .......... Opr., Lincoln ........ 6-12 
Patricia A. 

Whitesel  ............ Opr., Lincoln <-.:-.<. 6- 5 
Elizabeth A. Wiebe Opr., Beatrice ...... 6- 5 
Frances E. Wright..Opr., Lincoln ........ 6-27 


*Re-employed 


Mee Caples 


Uorcgt! Certs 


Mr. and Mrs. F. D. Nickelson of Wahoo 
are the parents of a daughter, Sarah Lenore, 
born June 17. The girl weighed 7 lbs. and 
8 oz. “Nick” is COE installer-repairman. 


Happiness wee 


Susie Jenkins, Revenue Accounting, and 
Roger R. Wilcox were married May 22 at 
Christ Methodist Church in Lincoln. Roger 
will be stationed in Viet Nam with the Army. 


Promotions, 
Transfers, 


Title Changes 


Accounting 
Judith A. Schmohr, operator to machine 
operator. 
Commercial 
Berta J. McGlothlin, operator to service 
representative. 
Mary D. Sweeney, operator to service rep- 
resentative. 
Engineering 
R. L. Bierman, draftsman to engineering 
assistant. 
Plant 
T. D. Briley, splicer’s helper to splicer. 
W. D. Dughman, driver-lineman, Construc- 
tion to combinationman, Area Plant. 
J. S. Evasco, groundman to driver, lineman. 
Carole J. Gropp, service operator to clerk, 
Area Plant. 
J. D. Huff, driver, large digger to splicer’s 
helper. 
Mary J. Nickell, stenographer, Supply to 
General Plant. 
D. A. Segoviano, splicer’s helper, Con- 
struction to frameman, Area Plant. 
O. D. Walton, lineman, David City to 
combinationman, Area Plant, Lincoln. 
L. E. Wentink, combinationman, Nebraska 
City to combinationman, Lincoln. 
F. L. Wiemann, frameman to shopman, 
Supply. 
Traffic 
Cheryl R. Faber, Lincoln to Hastings. 
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Letter of Thanks for 
Helping Hand by Mike 


@ A VERBAL bouquet has been sent 
to LT&T’er Mike Svoboda from a trav- 
eler passing through our territory. The 
stranger was H. Hoover Yount, who 
sent the following letter to the Com- 
pany at Seward: 

“This morning I had the misfortune 
to run out of gas on Route 80 some- 
where east of York. No help was in 
sight as I prepared to hike down the 
road to a distant farmhouse to seek 
help, leaving my elderly mother unat- 
tended in the car. As I prepared to 
leave, one of your employees pulled up 
and offered to help. He took me to the 
nearest station where I got some gaso- 
line. Then, when he learned that the 
attendant could not drive me back be- 
cause he was alone, he brought me to 
my car himself. Then he helped me 
get the car started. Only then did he 
feel free to leave. I insisted that he 
take a token of my thanks, but he 
firmly refused. 

“T feel such an act of kindness should 
not go unnoticed. This man’s perform- 
ance is a credit to his company and to 
himself. His name is Mike Svoboda. 
He’s a good man.” 

Mr. Yount lives at Deerfield, Illi- 
nois and the incident he describes oc- 
curred on May 24. 

Besides being an LT&T’er, Mr. Svo- 
boda is also a Scouter, so is doubly 
dedicated to helping his fellow man. 


Savings Bond Quiz 


Question: I have been buying Savings 
Bonds naming my 11-year-old son as 
co-owner with a view of creating an 
educational fund for him. In the event 
of my death, would my wife or my 
son have control of these bonds until 
such time as he is ready for college? 

Answer: Under the circumstances out- 
lined, the bonds would become the 
sole property of your son, and he 
would exercise control of them. Reg- 
ulations permit a minor to cash a 
bond provided he is of sufficient com- 
petency to sign the request for pay- 
ment and understand the nature of 
the transaction. 

Question: How is the new interest rate 
of 4.15 percent going to apply to the 
E Bonds I am buying? Isn’t it true 
that the bonds will be worth only 
their face value when they reach ma- 
turity? 

Answer: Yes; but the bonds you are 
buying now will reach maturity in 7 
years, instead of 7 years, 9 months 
as before. The increase in the interest 
rate from 3.75 percent previously 
paid on bonds is accomplished by this 
shortening of the maturity period. 


The Areas 


Hebron Exchange 


by Fern Pool 

The Hebron exchange was hit rather hard 
on trouble, due to the storms that struck Ne- 
braska in the month of June. ... Wauneta 
Schmit lost her husband last month. The 
Hebron employees wish to express their deep 
sympathy to Wauneta and children. : 
Bobby E. Miller and family enjoyed a week’s 
vacation in June at Johnson Lake, fishing. 
Bob says they caught some very nice fish... . 
On June 4 Yours Truly and husband spent a 
week’s vacation in Kansas City visiting our 
daughter Betty and her husband. The next 
week my mother and I visited my sister and 
family in Council Bluffs, Iowa. . . . Harold 
Saathoff spent a few weeks vacation in June 
at home. . Norbert Finke and Harold 
Saathoff have been getting ready to go on 
their two-week trip with the National Guard. 


Nebraska City Area 


by Betty Christensen 

Vacations: Alice Sharpnack flew to Wash- 
ington, D.C., and visited relatives on her two 
weeks. .. . Velma Abker enjoyed one week 
visiting her brother in Kearney. .. . Others 
just taking it easy at home were Helen Bos- 
sung, Duane Smith, Betty Eaton, Dorothy 
Everett and Betty Christensen. ... Mrs. Ettle- 
man spent her week moving. . Marvin, 
Donna, Jeff and Kevin visited Mr. and Mrs. 
Ernst. . . . Mary Tackett, operator, held her 
music recital at the First Presbyterian Church, 
June 6. Mary had 27 students. Refreshments 
were served to all. A cake in the design of 
a piano was brought to the office by Mary 
for the girls to enjoy. ... Mr. and Mrs. Culver 
attended the Lions convention at Columbus. 
. .. Adele and Ralph Ganzel are grandparents 
of a baby boy born to Lonnie and Lorna 
Ganzel. His name is Bryan Eugene, his weight 
8 lbs., 7 oz. . . . Evelyn Denson is driving a 
brand new station wagon and it’s a beauty. 
... Many attended and enjoyed the Company 
picnic... . Yours Truly enjoyed having Jim, 
John, Jonna, and Jill with us before they took 
off on their summer jobs. We plan to see 
them more often this summer and really get 
acquainted with Jill who is already 10 months 
old... . Elaine Teten claims she has a barking 
alarm clock. You guessed it, a new puppy!” 
... Shirley Gruber might not be with us long. 
Seems like she has a hobby of looking at new 
houses trying to pick up new ideas, etc. So 
the other night Shirley and family spotted 
this particular house. She had Ray stop and 
they went and peeked in the windows and 
Shirley’s young son happened to open the 
front door much to their amazement. Shirley 
decided to slip in and look around. She loved 
the upstairs and curiosity got the better of 
her and she decided to go on to the basement. 
After leaving the laundry room the next door 
she opened to her surprise there was a T.V. 
going and supper cooking. Ray says he saw a 
streak of lightning go by and to this day he 
says he thinks it was Shirley. 


Tecumseh Area 


Ivan Livingstons were honored with a visit 
from their granddaughter and family of South 
Dakota for Memorial Day holiday. ... Vaca- 
tion time is here. Ted and Millie Husing en- 
joyed a two week vacation in California 
visiting relatives. . . . Willie Waltke was on 
a week’s vacation at home, painting his house 
during the rainy season... . Dean Keedy took 
a two weeks’ vacation at home. .. . Ivan 
Livingston returned to work after a long 
absence because of illness... .. Tecumseh Area 
has experienced many storms, one outstanding 
on May 10, a small tornado hit, damaging toll 
lines. . . . Waldo Harrington attended an 


AROUND 


HE CIRCUIT 


Al Cochran of Hastings Construction shows his 
magnificent beard which he started growing on 
January 8 of this year. 


auction at Hiawatha, Kansas. Besides adding 
Salt and pepper shakers to his collection, he 
was greeted by many old friends. ... Husings 
and Waltkes attended the Company picnic 
on June 24... . Ted Husing is busy adding 
bowling trophies to his already established 
collection. ... Mr. Schroeder with TV Trans- 
mission, Inc., is pleased with subscribers re- 
sponse to CATV at Tecumseh and the in- 
Sstallers are kept busy installing CATV. 


Controller 


Data Processing 


by Evette Juengel 


Three women who are Nigerian traffic 
supervisors spent two days with us in June. 
We hope they enjoyed their visit for we feel 
we did indeed receive pleasure having them 
with us. . Yours Truly took a week’s 
vacation around home in June. ...Kay Bay- 
less returned from a two week vacation. She 
described her stay at home as very relaxing. 

. . June 3, Frank Hilsabeck and family at- 
tended his wife’s grandparent’s 50th wedding 
anniversary at Elsie, Nebraska. ... Vince 
Clayton’s in-laws from San Diego were here 
visiting in June. They drove up to Lewis 
and Clarke Lake and Galveston Dam. Also, 
they took their relatives to see ‘‘Sound of 
Music” and had a tour of our famous Capitol 
building. . . . Larry Willet says his golf is 
BETTER. It must be for he and Frank Hilsa- 
beck are leading the golf league. ... Lake 
Ericson was the spot chosen by Jim Barr and 
friends to celebrate the end of school. It was 
a weekend of boating, water skiing, and hik- 
ing. Jim is again working full time untii 
school begins this fall. . . . Janie Schafer is 
learning to play tennis. A good friend is her 
teacher. His name is Ken Weager. .. . Helen 
Playter’s son, Frank, and his friends drove 
through the South on their way to Florida. 
At this writing Helen had received a phone 
call each evening from Frank. As the boys 
expect to be gone for almost a month, she 
dreads seeing her phone bill! ... June 17, 
University High School held its Alumni Ban- 
quet at the Nebraska Center. Jo Ann Temple- 
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ton attended and had many wonderful visits 
with classmates and friends. . . The Ray 
Juengels celebrated their anniversary June 
17. . . . June 18, the Fathers were honored 
—for it was their day! ...Arlene Blum went 
home to York to see her father. ... Frank 
Hilsabeck’s parents were in Lincoln—they 
barbequed. ... Jim Barr and family gave his 
dad a tape recorder. .. . Most of the office 
seemed to have cook-outs or picnics. ... 
Several in DPC saw the Nebraskaland Parade 
June 21. Some of our children were in it. 
Tracey Hilsabeck won first prize and a bicycle 
for her Gay 90’s costume. .. . The Baylesses 
went to the Nebraskaland Rodeo on June 24. 
... The Company picnic had a nice turnout. 
Attending from DPC were the Cherrys, the 
Willets, the Vanderbeeks and Jim Barr. ... 
June 25, Larry and Jan Willet celebrated their 
wedding anniversary with friends at the Es- 
quire Club. . . . June 27, found the Willets 
again out on the town—this time it was Jan’s 
birthday. . Janie Schafer is flashing a 
lovely engagement ring now a days. 


Revenue Accounting 


by Margaret Nilsson 


The month of May we had many vacations 
in our department. Bob and Pat Tindall went 
to visit Bob’s parents in Mars, Pennsylvania. 
They spent a week and went to see the 
ball game between the Pirates and the Braves. 
The Pirates won the ball game so Bob and 
Pat came home very happy. Edna Rosane and 
Bobbie Reason took two weeks’ vacation to- 
gether the first of May. .. . Lily Malecek had 
two weeks’ vacation starting May 15. She 
had wall to wall carpeting installed in her 
living room while on vacation. Lily also 
enjoyed her new Dodge Coronet 440. The 
air-conditioning was a life saver on those hot 
days. ... Yours Truly and husband, Warren, 
had one week vacation during the week of 
Memorial Day. What was unusual about this 
vacation? Yours Truly sprained her toe while 
painting her bedroom but finished it with the 
help of her husband. . .. Betty Biggs spent 
the same week at home busy sewing on two 
dresses. ...It was a happy moment on May 
30 for Cleo Hartman. Cleo has a new grand- 
son named Jeffrey Scott Hartman... . Wed- 
ding bells were ringing on May 22 for Susie 
Jenkins. Susie was married at Christ Method- 
ist Church to Roger R. Wilcox. Susie’s aunt 
from Tucson, Arizona and grandmother from 
Longview, Texas arrived for the occasion. 
Roger is in the Army and will be stationed in 
Viet-Nam. A miscellaneous wedding 
shower was held on May 24 for Pam Mewes 
at First Federal. Pam will be married in 
August. ... The weekend of May 13 Darlene 
Timm took a trip to Winfield, Kansas to see 
her niece. Darlene also went to the bowling 
banquet at Tony & Luigi’s on May 15... . Did 
you know Jack Geist has a neighborhood zoo? 
He has tropical fish, ground squirrels, dogs 
and many more animals. ... Criss Miller’s 
husband, Charles, was honored at the Esquire 
Club on May 31. Charles was presented with 
a pin and certificate for his 30th anniversary 
at the International Harvester Co. ... Clara 
Jones served on jury duty for two weeks. 
Clara was surprised when she had to stay 
two days longer on her case. She said it was 
a very interesting experience. 


Plant 


Area Plant Office and Switchrooms 
by Dorothy Miller 
Jim Howland took a few days vacation visit- 
ing with relatives from Hastings and St. Louis. 
His nephew and family from St. Louis are 
going to Bar Bados, British West Indies for 
three years, where he will be a Missionary 


for the Church of God. . . . Marv Morrison, 
20th and Sumner, and son Mike journeyed to 
Kansas City to see a couple of baseball games. 
During his second week he painted the inside 
of his house. . . J. H. Shepard, 48th and 
South, vacationed by taking a trip to Ense- 
nada, Mexico with layover stops in Las Vegas 
and San Diego. While passing through New 
Mexico he was stopped by a military road 
block and was able to see the firing of a high 
altitude missile. 


Custodial Department 
by Velma Schaaf 


Alta Akers and family attended the Centen- 
nial celebration at Ulysses. .. . George King 
and family spent one week of his vacation 
visiting relatives in Missouri. .. . Rena Hoff- 
man spent part of her vacation with her 
mother at North Loup. ... Marie Rowell is 
now home following surgery on her foot and 
Jack Cox is in the hospital after major sur- 
gery. ... Rose Marie Van Arsdall is the lucky 
one at playing Bingo. She Bingoed twice at 
the Company picnic, but lost one of the 
Bingoes to Doyle Kerns, also one of our co- 
workers, when they had to choose a number 
to determine the winner. The Schaaf 
family enjoyed visits from sisters from Raw- 
lins, Wyoming and Jamestown, North Dakota. 


Supply Department 
by Nancy Buck 


Larry Cuzzupe was on a two week vacation 
in New Jersey to visit relatives. . .. Don 
Frankforter was on a vacation and he and 
his family went to Missouri and around the 
Lakes of the Ozarks. S. K. Lawrence 
vacationed out in Colorado visiting his wife’s 
relatives. .. . Harold Ehrlich went to Fair- 
field, Iowa visiting his son. ... Kenny Myhre 
went to Sioux Falls, South Dakota to visit 
his mother on his vacation. ... Dick Grant 
worked around home painting on his vacation. 
.. . Jake Isley was on a week’s vacation. Said 
he just worked around home. Walter 
VanDeventer was a two week vacationer. He 
went to Wyoming, South Dakota, and Minne- 
sota.... Elliott Brinkman was on a two week 
vacation in Minnesota. ... Lester Ellis will 
gO on a one week vacation. They plan to 
celebrate his wife’s folks’ 40th wedding an- 
niversary. Also Les has a different car; a 
1962 Rambler. ... Nancy Buck was on a one 


week vacation just staying home and relaxing. 
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Newly relocated on fourth floor in the general office building is the mail “room.” Boxes in the 
background will eventually disappear and the inserting machine in the foreground will be replaced 


by a more intricate device. 


Unit | 


by Dona Logan 

Independence Day wasn’t the only thing 
some fifty operators in this department looked 
forward to in the month of July. Vacationers 
were anxious to get to the highways or home 
to just plain relax. . Three brides who 
weren't mentioned in the June issue were 
Shirley Jones who was married to William 
Ruhge on Saturday, June 24 at the Congrega- 
tional Church in Avoca, Judy Reddish who 
married Douglas Waymore on June 21 at 
St. Teresa Church and Dianna Hays who was 
married to Keith Snyder on June 25 at Christ 
Methodist Church in Lincoln. ... Mabel Volpp 
attended an Alumni Banquet in Bloomfield, 
Nebr., on June 24. It was the 40th anniversary 
of their graduation. Out of the 28 students 
graduated, 12 came from all parts of the 
United States. Miss Volpp reported that this 
was their first meeting since high school. 
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colorful dresses during the various Centennial observances. 
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Unit Il 


by Jeralyn Pittman 

The month of June in Nebraska proved to 
be monsoon month. However, the weather 
didn’t deter Unit II vacations. Although the 
weeks and weekends were damper than an- 
ticipated their enjoyment was not hampered. 
... Evelyn and Jesse Parker ventured to the 
Black Hills of South Dakota and visited Eve- 
lyn’s brother, J. C. Munyan at Billings, Mon- 
tana. They then toured Wyoming, visiting 
Yellowstone Park and Colorado, visiting with 
daughter, Mrs. Lloyd Byrom in Denver. En- 
route home they swung down to Colby, Kansas 
and enjoyed a visit with some friends, Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert Allen. ... Bonnie Armstrong 
and her parents vacationed in northwest Ne- 
braska and the Black Hills. Bonnie particu- 
larly enjoyed the scenic rock formations in- 
cluding Court House Rock and Chimney Rock. 
. Kathy Eskey spent her vacation in Co- 
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All dressed up for the Nebraska Centennial were the girls in the Lincoln business office. They have been wearing the long and 
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At the mail metering machine in the mail room’s new quarters on fourth floor are Mary Renaud, 
Doris Lamberson and Art Sharp. Mr. Sharp, toll and settlements supervisor, will direct the mail room 


and inserting operations. 


lumbia, South Carolina with her fiance Gary 
Steinke who graduated from basic training in 
the National Guard. Kathy arrived in time 
for graduation ceremony. ... Phyllis Filbert 
and roommate Barbara Lee vacationed in 
Colorado. They enjoyed Estes Park, Central 
City, Colorado Springs and acquired lovely 
suntans in Denver. . Barb Lee returned 
just in time to be maid of honor at her 
sister, Judy’s wedding... . Gladys Neugebauer 
visited her daughter, son-in-law and grandson 
in Des Moines, Iowa the first week of her 
vacation. The second week she enjoyed re- 
laxing around her home and babysitting a 
few evenings with grandsons, Jon, three years 
old and Danny, one year old. . . Phoenix, 
Arizona was Joyce Paul's vacation spot. Joyce 
enjoyed staying with her former roommate 
and Unit II operator, Marlene Street Simon 
and her husband Ed. Shopping in Tangs, 
large import store, as well as other Phoenix 
stores, brightened many days and lightened 
her pocketbook. While boating on and swim- 
ming in Lake Saguara, Joyce acquired a sun- 
tan. Visiting picturesque sites such as Oak 
Creek Canyon near Flagstaff, Joyce acquired 
many beautiful picture slides. Lovely 
post cards from Washington, Oregon and 
Victoria British Columbia, Canada were sent 
to us by Lois Seymour and her husband while 
on vacation. The post cards are but a sample 
of their excursions and we anxiously await 
the details... . Vera Sweetser enjoyed stay- 
ing indoors at Fairbury, during her rainy 
vacation, visiting with her mother and friends. 
Relaxing in Rogers, Minnesota at the 
home of her sister Mrs. Dorothy Marks and 
attending niece, Sharon’s graduation, were 
highlights of Margaret Underwood’s vacation. 
; . Beverly Whitesel vacationed in North 
Platte with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Jim 
Flack. Relaxing and seeing friends filled 
Beverly’s agenda. . The fourth of July 
found Gerri Braasch and her family swim- 
ming, boating and fishing in Minnesota. The 
Braasch’s were guests of Gerri’s parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. G. E. Onnen of Hutchinson, Min- 
nesota. The week before high school 
graduation, Marlene Weaver took her vacation 
in order to participate in many programs and 
attend numerous activities. Memorial Day, 
Marlene and her family picnicked and en- 
joyed an outing in Fremont, Nebraska... 
Emma Fuller vacationed over Memorial Day 
also. Emma and husband, Glade motored to 


Geneva and to Bruning, Nebraska where they 
were guests of Glade’s sister and brother-in- 
law, Mr. and Mrs. Harry Schoenholz. While at 
the Schoenholz farm, Glade’s brother, Wayne, 
visited. . . . Little Rock, Arkansas, Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma, McCloud and Dallas, Texas 
were but a few of the many stops made by 
Jimmie and Glenn Holloway. Jimmie, who 
comes from a family of thirteen, enjoyed 
visiting sisters, brothers, nieces and nephews 
scattered through the south, as well as her 
hometown. June’s rain also brought 
tragedy to many when their homes were 
flooded. Such was the case of Ruth Goepfert’s 
relatives in Grand Island, Nebraska. Her 
cousin, Mrs. Helen Linnemann and her family 
and Ruth’s uncle, Paul Bauer suffered loss 
of property. Ruth helped babysitting for one- 
year-old Todd of Salina, Kansas, while his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Burman tried to salvage 
and clean up the Linnemann’s home; Mrs. 
Burman’s parents’ home. . . . Sadness felt its 
way into the homes of two Unit II operators 
when loved ones passed away. Our deepest 
sympathy to Anne Wheeler and her family 
on the sudden death of her father. Also to 
Jimmie Holloway and her family. Jimmie’s 
brother, Dewey Franklin Knighten, Sr., passed 
away in Texas... . Cecil Morehead upon an- 
swering an intercept call heard a small child 
exclaim. ‘Oh! I’ve got the wrong grandma”. 

.. A retirement buffet supper was held for 
June Carman. June was presented an electric 
coffee pot by the Unit II girls. We hope June 
will visit us often. . Karen Golden was 
trying to help a DDD customer but the cus- 
tomer insisted he was dialing correctly for 
Pittsburgh information. He explained, ‘I 
dialed 112, my access code, then my informa- 
tion code 113”. ... Lynn Jensen was a bit 
startled when an information customer told 
her to “‘“Get way back”. ‘‘Pardon?”’ said Lynn. 
“I said get way back”, the customer repeated. 
Lynn was a bit hesitant as what to do next. 
“Sir, I'm sorry’, she said, ‘‘but I don’t under- 
stand what you want’. ‘Well’ retorted the 
customer, “You know the bank where you 
deposit money”? ‘‘There is One at that shop- 
ping center on “O” street called Get Way 
Bank.” . It was just one of those days 
for Donna Bykerk. First a lady reaching 
intercept asked if she should dial the red or 
the black ‘0’. Then to top it off a man re- 
quested the telephone number of the Steam 
Sitters of America. We always enjoy 
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hearing from our friends and former Unit II 
operators such as Marquerite Hightower who 
is with her husband at Edwards Air Force 
Base in California. 


Retired Club 


by Merlie Markuson and Bertha Sharp 


Irene McKie, teacher at Scottsbluff, is in 
Lincoln spending the summer with her sisters, 
Florence and Sylvia McKie. ... Roy Cleve- 
land’s daughter-in-law, Mrs. Jane Cleveland 
and daughter, Cathy, are on a London, En- 
gland, tour....Mrs. L. C. Jenkins just returned 
from California visiting her daughter there.... 
Mr. and Mrs. L. C. Hutchison are spending a 
few days at Lexington, Nebraska. . . . Ethel 
Prescott attended commencement at Creston, 
Iowa. Her grandniece graduated. . Myrtle 
Henline and husband won third place in Corn- 
husker Rose Show. . . . Leaving for Expo ’67 
were Hattie Staley, Della Wilcox, Mae Meduna, 
George Mann, and Mr. and Mrs. Francis 
Darnold. ...Mr. and Mrs. Paul Knoeckel of 
Chekalis, Washington, were guests of Eva 
Armstrong. ... Steve Rau, grandson of Bill 
Schumann, left for West Point July 3. . 
Mae Hunt went to Harvard, Nebraska, for 
Decoration Day. . Mary Carroll attended 
the Centennial at Shelby, Nebraska, then 
went on to Chadron to attend her grand- 
daughter’s graduation from Chadron State 
college. ...Mr. and Mrs. G. A. Foster have 
had an exciting few weeks entertaining their 
six grandchildren, ranging from I1}!2 to 18 
years of age and coming from Texas, Gibbon, 
and South Sioux City. ... Recent guests of 
Mr. and Mrs. Leon Stacy were Rev. Don 
Boyd, minister of the First Methodist church 
of Los Angeles, California and his wife; Dr. 
Ralph C. Gramlick of Cheyenne, Wyoming, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Ralph E. Schobert and son, 
Rod, of Aurora, Illinois. . Mr. and Mrs. 
Joy Dobbs visited their daughter in Kansas 
City. ...Mr. and Mrs. A. S. Keckler report 
a nice trip including daughter in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, the Old Smokies in Tennessee, a 
sister in Ohio and a brother in Monte Cello, 
Indiana. . We were happy G. A. Foster 
was able to attend our meeting after many 
weeks of confinement with a broken ankle. 

Della Wilcox visited her mother and 
other relatives in Oklahoma stopping to spend 
a few days with an aunt in Kansas City... . 
Mr. and Mrs. Art King report a nice trip 
through the east and south. The highlights 
were seeing a daughter in Jamestown, New 
York, a brother-in-law in Fayetteville, N.C. 
and a brother in Savannah, Georgia. ... 
Mr. and Mrs. LeRoy Schlentz traveled to 
North Palm Beach, Florida to visit a niece, 
Rosalie and Bill Sperlick. ...tI am sure we 
all remember LeRoy Schlentz’s father. LeRoy 
reports he is hale and hearty at past 91 
years. 
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For Sale, One set of 14’ magnum 500 rims 
with spinners. Fits many type cars. Jim 
Irons, phone 466-7037. 


For Sale, third and fourth grade school text- 
books and workbooks, like new. Phone 
434-1096. 


For Sale, Kodak projector, Instamatic M60 
Super 8, nearly new. A $75 value for 
$45. Phone 466-1547. 
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Keep Things Safe at Home Too 


The National Safety Council reminds parents that it’s their responsibility to keep all drugs 
—including aspirin—out of the reach of children. Aspirin in large doses, the Council points 
out, can—and has been—fatal. (National Safety Council Photo) 


A LEADER IN NEBRASKA 
First successful dial exchange 
First mobile telephone service 
First operator foll dialing 
First subscriber foll dialing 
First IMTS mobile service 
First inward WATS in the nation 
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Our Cover 


@ THIS YEAR is the 100th birth- 
day of the State of Nebraska and 
in commemoration of that event 
we have chosen to display on our 
cover a replica of the Great Seal 
of the State of Nebraska. 

The full color picture was sup- 
plied with the cooperation of the 
State Historical Society which 
kindly loaned us the original 
transparency. The seal may be 
seen “in the flesh,’ so to speak, 
in the entrance lobby of the State 
Historical Society building in Lin- 
coln. 

This particular seal was re- 
moved from the House of Repre- 
sentatives in Washington, D.C. 
during remodeling. It was do- 
nated to the Historical Society by 
Rep. Karl Stefan of Norfolk. 


We're One of Many 


@ THOSE OF US in the telephone 
industry are sometimes startled to dis- 
cover how many people think there is 
only one telephone company—if they 
think about it at all. Because the tele- 
phone companies cooperate in provid- 
ing universal service, this is perhaps a 
not-so-surprising assumption on the 
part of many of our customers. 

Even fewer of our customers know 
what an “Independent” telephone com- 
pany is. LT&T is one of the many In- 
dependent (that is, non-Bell) telephone 
companies. There are 2,300 Independent 
telephone companies in the _ nation. 
They operate 16.2 million telephones or 
about one in every six in the United 
States. And they serve more than half 
of the nation’s geographic area. 

In terms of dollars, last year they 
had gross revenues of $1.9 billion; paid 
taxes of $353 million; and now have 
more than $7.9 billion invested in Plant. 

We LT&T’ers have quite a bit of 
company in the Independent field. In- 
dependent telephone companies em- 
ployed 117,000 people last year. It’s 
good company to be in. 


Plant Department 
ACCIDENT REPORT 
Year Through July 


ON THE JOB 1967 1966 
Lost Time Accidents ......-. 2 4 
No Lost Time Accidents....38 44 
OFF THE JOB 
Lost Time Accidents ........ 14 1] 


No Lost Time Accidents.... 4 


MOTOR VEHICLE 
@ Ey ae ac (0) | er nanan 


KOMMENTS 
BiBKIEN 


By Kenneth Clinefelter 


RUNNING around LT&T territory to 
gather material and take pictures for 
this special Centennial issue has been 
an interesting, if time-consuming Job. 
Unusual anecdotes and facts Kept pop- 
ping to the surface, most of them pretty 
well known locally, but not often 
brought to the attention of casual visi- 
tors or other non-residents. 

Of course one of the pleasant things 
about traveling over the territory is the 
opportunity to see our Telephone =i 
ployees and to sometimes join with 
some of them for a coffee break and a 
brief exchange of news. 

Two things impressed the editor in 
his travels. One was the growing inter- 
est in history evident throughout our 
territory. The other was the many and 
varied efforts of the different com- 
munities towards self improvement and 
progress. 

It appears to us that Southeast Ne- 
braskans realize that it is impossible 
to stand still. Progress is essential for 
survival and the folks in our territory 
figure on surviving—individually and 
as communities. 


The Centennial has brought a first to 
The Telephone News. It is the first 
time that the magazine has used full 
color on both the front and back covers 
of an issue. We hope that this will 
prove to be attractive and that many of 
our readers will choose to save this 
copy. 

The picture on the back cover is of a 
display which may be seen at the 
Homestead National Monument at Be- 
atrice. It is called “Breaking the Sod.” 

The photograph was taken with the 
cooperation of the National Park Ser- 
vice, using a 4 by 5 Crown Graphic and 
Ektachrome Daylight film. An expo- 
sure of one full second at f 4.7 was used 


The figures in the foreground are 
three dimensional, but the background 
is painted on a curved surface and pur- 
posely in soft focus to give an illusion 
of depth. 


To get everyone’s attention, 
nothing will beat a, good, big 
mistake. 


‘ —Telephony 

A minute for safety is better 
than a month for repairs. 

—Southeast General News 


Merle M. Hale io 


Retires 


Tyler Ryan Appointed Vice President 
R. B. Hobson is Traffic Superintendent 
and Personnel Director for Company 


FTER MORE THAN 15 years as op- 


erating head of LT&T and over 42 
years in the telephone business, Merle 
M. Hale has closed up his desk on the 
eighth floor of the general office build- 
ing and turned over his telephone re- 
sponsibilities to his successor, Tyler 
Ryan. 

As of September 1, Mr. Hale was a 
retiree, and his immediate plans were to 
do some traveling—specifically to Expo 
67 in Canada. He returned in time for 
the Board of Directors meeting this fall, 
then will go to the United States In- 
dependent Telephone Association con- 
vention at Las Vegas. 

Mr. Hale has borne the title of Vice 
President, Operations, longer than any 
other man in the history of our Com- 
pany. Only operating head of LT&T 
to surpass his record was John H. Agee, 
whose somewhat different title was that 
of Vice President and General Manager 
and who served in that capacity for a 
few months longer than Mr. Hale has 
been Vice President, Operations. 


PERATING heads of our Company 

over the 64 years of its existence 
have been: Bennett Maret, who served 
about a year and a half until October 
1904. F. E. Ebersole, who was General 
Manager from October 1904 to August 
of 1906. L. E. Hurtz, who was General 
Manager from August 1906 to February 
1921. R. E. Mattison, who was General 
Manager from February 1921 until his 
death on Christmas of 1925. 

J. H. Agee, who was Director and 
General Manager from January 1926 to 
1932 and General Manager and Vice 
President from that year until August 
1, 1948. 

B. I. Noble, who was Vice President 


from August of 1948 until April of 
1949. 

H. H. Wheeler, who was Vice Presi- 
dent from April 15, 1949 until his death 
on March 30, 1952. 

There were two points in his career 
when Mr. Hale very nearly ruled out 
the possibility of becoming Vice Presi- 
dent of LT&T. One time was in 1919. 
He was a junior in high school. It was 
during the First World War and the 
word was out that those who would 
take a war-oriented job would be let 
out of final exams. Hale took a job 
with the telephone company, which 
qualified as a war industry. He was 
sent to Tamora, Nebraska, to rebuild 
a sleet-damaged line. 

“T found that posthole digging was 
hard,” recalled Hale. The soil in the 
Tamora area was heavy gumbo. “That 
stuff was terrible,” exclaimed the Vice 
President. The upshot was that after 
nine days he quit and took a job ona 
farm at Grafton. 


HIS MIGHT very well have ended 
his telephone career right there, but 
upon graduation from the University of 
Nebraska he came back to LT&T, on 
June 8, 1925 at the rate of $85 a month. 
His first title was that of collector and 
later he was a clerk-collector. 

The other time when he very nearly 
changed his career was some years 
later when he put an application in 
with the Texaco Company. He went to 
Denver to the division office for an 
interview, to make an application and 
to take a physical examination. The 
position he sought was a considerable 
advancement over the telephone job he 
then held. 

“They said they’d let me know,” re- 
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Merle M. Hale 


called Hale. ‘In about a week I gota 
letter from the division manager. He 
had been all ready to write me I had 
the job and to report to Scottsbluff 
when he got a letter from his head 
office that there would be no more 
hiring.” 

Thus it was that our Vice President 
remained in LT&T. 

Over the years he served as Methods 
Supervisor in the general office, Direc- 
tory and Methods Supervisor, Commer- 
cial Engineer and, in 1945, became Gen- 
eral Commercial Superintendent. 


[N 1952 HE was catapulted into the 
job of Vice President, Operations. 
Probably at no time in the history of 

the Company has an operating head 
gone into office under more difficult or 
trying circumstances. On March 30 
Hiland H. “Hi” Wheeler, then Vice 
President, Operations, died suddenly 
and completely unexpectedly of a heart 
attack. He would have continued in his 
duties for another three years and be- 
cause there had been no indication of 
an immediate change in Company lead- 
ership, there was no specific prepara- 
tion for it. 

Two days after the death of Mr. 
Wheeler, Company founder Frank H. 
Woods died, also completely unexpect- 
edly. Mr. Woods had been closely as- 
sociated with the management of the 
Company for nearly a half century and 
although he was 84 years old, there had 
been no advance warning of his death. 

Thus Mr. Hale was thrown into of- 
fice as operating head of the Company 
without the assistance, preparation and 
advice of two of the three men best able 
to provide it. The third man was 

(continued next page) 


Hale Retires... 


(continued from preceding page) 


Tyler Ryan 


Thomas C. Woods, Sr., then Company 
President. 

Mr. Hale considers it a privilege to 
have been associated with the Woodses. 

“The Woods family are an outstand- 
ing family,” he declared, “wonderful 
to work with and very smart business- 
men, particularly in financial matters.” 


DURING Hale’s tenure of office as 

Vice President, Operations, there has 
been a complete change in department 
heads. There have been many other 
changes in the Company organization, 
the biggest of which was the dropping 
of the four district offices in our terri- 
tory. Mr. Hale discontinued this sys- 
tem, substituting Plant and Commer- 
cial supervisors operating out of Lin- 
coln. The move “came about because 
travel is now easier and quicker and 
also because it was more economical,” 
explained Hale. 

If he had it all to do over again, 
would Hale seek employment with the 
telephone company? 

“T sure would!” he affirmed with no 
hesitation. He has obviously found 
telephone work both challenging and 
satisfying. 

“One of the most important factors 
(about telephone work) is that you 
feel that you are making a contribution 
to the economy, safety and social life 
of that community,” explained Hale. 


N THE FOUR decades he has been 

associated with LT&T, our retiring 
Vice President has seen many changes 
and improvements. 


“The biggest change is in toll ser- 
vice,” he said. He pointed to the revo- 
lution of Direct Distance Dialing, auto- 
matic ticketers, and now All-Call-Dial- 
ing such as we have at Hastings. 

“T’ll never forget going into Chicago 
and visiting with Automatic Electric 
Company about the Beatrice DDD.” The 
Company placed an order, becoming the 
first in Nebraska to have such service. 
“This was really a highlight,” said Hale. 

Another big change over the four 
decades has been the conversion to un- 
attended dial “CDO” offices in small 
towns, replacing an operator. 

Perhaps the most startling change 
over the years Mr. Hale has been with 
LT&T has been the growth of the Com- 
pany. Back in 1925 the Company had 
assets of $11,053,799. By the time he 
became Vice President the assets had 
grown to $27,564,232. At the end of 
1966 assets were $88,557,685. 


([ELEPHONE revenues in 1925 were 

$2,644,233 as compared to $7,916,170 
in 1952 and $20,387,000 in 1966. When 
Mr. Hale became Vice President there 
were about 107,000 telephones in our 
system and in 1966 the number reached 
over 181,000. 

Is the telephone business still a good 
place for a young man to begin a ca- 
reer? 

“Yes, very definitely. It is going to 
be much more interesting and exacting 
and rewarding,” said the retiring Vice 
President. 

In spite of his often pressing tele- 
phone duties, Hale has found ample 
time to serve in civic and fraternal or- 
ganizations. His affiliations make a 
long list. 

They are even more impressive in 
view of the fact that besides his LT&T 
Vice Presidency he is President and a 
Director of the Nebraska Telephone 
Directory Company, a position he has 
held from 1948; he is Executive Vice 
President and a member of the Board 
of Directors of TV Transmission, Inc., 
and has been from 1965; he is a Direc- 
tor of the Security Mutual Life Insur- 
ance Company, a position he has filled 
since 1956; and he is a Director of Union 
Loan and Savings Association and has 
heid this post since 1963. 


HE IS A PAST President of the Frank 

H. Woods Telephone Pioneer As- 
sociation and received its Meritorious 
Service Award in 1966; He is a former 
Director and past President of the In- 
dependent Telephone Pioneer Associa- 
tion; a former Director and past Presi- 
dent of the Nebraska Telephone As- 
sociation; a Director of the United 
States Independent Telephone Associa- 
tion and a former member of its ex- 
ecutive committee and a former Presi- 
dent. 


Organizations to which he has de- 


4A 


voted more than ordinary attention in- 
clude: 

The Boy Scouts of America. He has 
been a member of the Cornhusker 
Council executive board since 1951, 
served as President in 1960 and was 
given the Silver Beaver award in 1963. 
He has been a national council member 
of the Scouts since 1958 and a member 
of the Region VIII executive committee 
since 1961. 

Lincoln Community Chest. He was 
General Chairman in 1954 and a Direc- 
tor from 1955 to 1958. 

Downtown Development of Lincoln 
Corporation. He was Vice President in 
1958 and a Director from 1958 to 1961. 

Kiwanis Club of Lincoln. He was a 
Director from 1946 to 1950, and Presi- 
dent in 1950. 

Lincoln Chamber of Commerce. He 
was a Director from 1952 to 1956, and 
President in 1955. 

Salvation Army. He was a member 
of the advisory board from 1957 to 1960 
and Vice Chairman of the advisory 
board in 1958. 


R. HALE has also been active in 

Masonic work and his offices at 
various times include Worshipful Mas- 
ter of Lancaster Lodge No. 54; Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge of Ne- 
braska; Patron of Eastern Star Temple 
Chapter No. 271; Worthy Grand Patron 
of the Grand Chapter of Nebraska OES; 
Venerable Master of the Lincoln Lodge 
of Perfection of Scottish Rite; and Po- 
tentate of the Sesostris Temple of the 
Shrine. 

He has been President of the Sons 
of the American Revolution; was a 
charter member of the Lincoln Chapter 
of DeMolay and has received the De- 
Molay Legion of Honor. He is Presi- 
dent of the World War II Memorial 
Class of the Scottish Rite and recipient 
of the rank of KCCH. 
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Hale strongly believes that telephone 
people ought to take a real interest in 
politics and, if they can, take part ac- 
tively in the political party of their 
choice. “It’s very important we elect 
the right people into office and have 
the proper legislation passed,” he said. 

As to the success he has enjoyed in 
his telephone career and his various 
civic and community activities, Hale 
says, “I owe an awful lot to my wife. 
In anything I’ve accomplished she de- 
serves a lot of the credit.” He also ex- 
pressed his appreciation for the help of 
his secretary of over 30 years, Kathryn 
Portsche, who has been with him since 
July of 1935. 


‘TAKIN G THE reins of office from Mr. 
Hale is Tyler Ryan, an LT&T’er for 
33 years. Mr. Ryan came to our Com- 
pany as a salesman in 1934 and has 
served in a variety of positions in a 
number of locations besides Lincoln. 
He has had assignments at David City, 
Milford, Seward, Humboldt, Wilber, 
Tecumseh, Beatrice and Hastings and 
has been area manager in several loca- 
tions. 
He was promoted from Commercial 


TRIBUTES TO HALE 


@ AN INDICATION of the high 
esteem in which the Lincoln community 
and the telephone industry holds Merle 
M. Hale can be seen in the tributes paid 
to him upon the occasion of his retire- 
ment. 

His friends from many walks of life 
and from a wide range of distances 
gathered at the Country Club to honor 
him for his accomplishments in tele- 
phone and civic work. At a dinner in 
his honor they gave him two important 
tributes, one for his work in the indus- 
try and the other for his community, 
fraternal and civic leadership. 

Department heads and officers of the 
Company, both active and retired, met 
with Hale a few evenings before his 
retirement to give him a token of their 
high esteem and good wishes. 

And representatives of the Automatic 
Electric Company had a little dinner 
for Hale in appreciation of their long 
and pleasant association with the retir- 
ing operating head of LT&T. These 
pictures show a few highlights of the 
three occasions far better than can 
words. 


engineer to Western District manager 
in 1958 and became General Commer- 
cial supervisor in 1959. In 1966 he was 
appointed General Traffic Superin- 
tendent and Personnel Director and has 
been serving also as assistant Vice 
President. 

Since 1965 he has been Vice Presi- 
dent of TV ‘Transmission, Inc., and 
from 1966 to 1967 he was President of 
the Frank H. Woods Telephone Pioneer 
Association. 

He has been President of the Kiwanis 
Club at Tecumseh; State President of 
the Air Force Association and President 
of the Lincoln Chapter of the Air Force 
Association. He has been active in the 
Lincoln Kiwanis Club and the Ne- 
braska Association of Commerce and 
Industry as well as in a number of 
other organizations. 

He brings to his new position a smile 
which is rather famous throughout the 
Company, along with a third of a cen- 
tury of experience in dealing with tele- 
phone problems. 


UCCEEDING Mr. Ryan as General 
Traffic Superintendent and Person- 
nel Director is Richard B. Hobson, who 


has 24 years of service with LT&T. 

Mr. Hobson began his career as a 
Plant Department warehouseman in 
May of 1943. A couple of months later, 
in July, he joined the Navy, where he 
served through World War II. He re- 
turned to telephone work at the end 
of the war and in 1947 was transferred 
to the General Traffic Department as 
an Advanced Clerk. He became Junior 
Engineer in 1948 and two years later 
was promoted to assistant Traffic Engi- 
neer. He became Traffic Equipment 
Engineer in 1953 and has worked in this 
capacity until being named Traffic 
Engineer in 1966. 

A graduate of Lincoln High School 
and the University of Nebraska, he is 
now a Commander of the Lincoln Na- 
val Reserve Surface Group. He has 
been active in Masonic work and is now 
Junior Warden in Lancaster Lodge No. 
54. 

He also served as Scoutmaster of 
Lincoln Troop 19 from 1961 to 1964 and 
was President of the Frank H. Woods 
Telephone Pioneer Association. 

He brings to his new job a vast 
amount of experience in the Traffic 
Department. 
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Seated at the head table when his friends and associates honored Merle M. Hale at a retirement 
dinner were, left to right, William I. Aitken, Vice President, legal, of LT&T; Mrs. Tyler Ryan; Col. L. D. 
Densmore, director of the United States Independent Telephone Association; Mrs. Hale; Thomas C. 
Woods, Jr., LT&T President; Mrs. Woods; Mr. Hale; Mrs. L. D. Densmore; Tyler Ryan, new Vice Presi- 


dent, Operations, of LT&T; and Mrs. Aitken. 
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William I. Aitken presents Mr. Hale with a 
tribute for his business, community, fraternal and 
other achievements. 


Above left: At a dinner given by Automatic 
Electric, Hale carved up and served a fancy re- 
tirement cake. 


Above right: Dennis Putlak, of Automatic Elec- 
tric, posed as a robot from Venus to present Hale 
with a retirement gift. His “‘uniform’’ was com- 
plete with flashing lights. 


Immediate right: Department Heads and Of- 
ficers of the Company surprised Hale with this 
huge and mystifying package. 


Far right: In the big box was this ‘’genuine 
antique” rocking chair, resurrected from the junk 
heap. It was just a joke. The friends also gave 
Hale a fine fishing rod and reel. 


HEADLINES IN THE NEWSPAPERS 


Helen Bossung of Nebraska City was pic- 
tured in the News-Press with a fish she and 
her husband caught in western Nebraska. . . 
George Eggleston made a trip to Nebraska 
City to help promote the Nemaha County 
Centennial. . . . Bea Roher, Hastings, was 


Col. L. D. Densmore, USITA director, presents 
Mr. Hale with a tribute for his accomplishments 
in the industry. 


honored by her friends at a dinner on the 
occasion of her retirement. 

R. B. Hobson, General Traffic, has relieved 
Capt. John Peterson as Commander of Group 
Command 9-66(S), a Naval Reserve unit 
in Lincoln. Hobson, a Lieutenant Commander 
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Mr. Hale responds to the honors with a modest 
wave of his hand as his many friends and associ- 
ates rise to their feet. 


earlier had served as commanding officer 
of the Naval Reserve Surface Division. Of- 
ficers’ commands are changed every two 
years. . . . George Eggleston, who is chair- 
man of the hat and tie sales for Auburn's 
part in the Nebraska Centennial, was pic- 
tured in the Auburn Press-Tribune wearing 
both of these articles. 


@ A QUARTER of a century of acci- 
dent free performance of work has been 
achieved by the Geneva area. The ac- 
complishment was recognized July 31 
with a luncheon held at the University 
Club and attended by Company of- 
ficials. 

Recipient of the honor for the Geneva 
area was Joe Adamson, Area Manager. 
The Geneva office now displays a 
handsome plaque in multi-color attest- 
ing to this fine safety achievement. 

Company Vice President M. M. Hale 
served as master of ceremonies at the 
honoring luncheon. 

“It is a marvelous record,” he de- 
clared. “Only two other groups have 
achieved this record—Sutton and the 
48th & South office.” These two groups 
were the first to receive the award and 
they got it at the earliest possible date, 
just 25 years after the safety program 
was started. 

Mr. Hale recalled that when he went 
to work for the Plant Department in 
1919 there were “two forms I had to 
sign. Both stressed safety. I had to sign 
that I had read and would abide by 
them.” 


Quarter Century 
of Accident-Free 
Work for Geneva 


Turning to Adamson, Mr. Hale said, 

“I Know you couldn’t do this alone, 
but your leadership has had a lot to do 
with it.” 

Adamson responded, 

“Ym real proud to accept this 
(plaque). It represents the efforts of a 
great many people. Going for a 25 year 
plateau is kind of like a pitcher going 
for a no hitter—only we talk about it!” 

Chief Engineer Max C. Walker com- 
mented, 

“We do think overall we have a 
pretty good group of boys who are 
safety conscious.” 

When Geneva first embarked on the 
25-year safety record Charles Crew was 
area manager. When he retired, Adam- 
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Joe Adamson proudly shows the handsome 
plaque awarded to the Geneva Area. 


son was appointed to replace him and 
the entire quarter of a century of no 
lost time on-the-job accident has been 
under the direction of these two men. 


40 Years for Ella Hansen 


LLA M. HANSEN became a four-decade employee on 

July 8 and was honored by the Company at a customary 
40th anniversary luncheon on July 10. Ella was presented 
a handsome service emblem, containing a diamond, by 
Company President Thomas C. Woods, Jr. 

Master of Ceremonies for the luncheon was M. M. Hale, 
Company Vice President. He reviewed Ella’s history with 
the Company, noting that she started on January 12, 1927 
at the rate of 14 cents an hour. Her first job was at Wy- 
more, where she continued to work until September of 
1928 when she resigned. 

Ella returned to work in March of 1929 and stayed with 
the Company at Wymore until 1939, when she transferred 
to David City. In 1940 she went to Fairbury and in 1941 
she moved to Lincoln. : 
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Ella Hansen accepts her 40-year emblem. 


“It is employees like you who have been with our Com- 
pany for such a long period that have made our Company 
one of the most successful companies in the country,” said 
Mr. Hale. “We appreciate your contribution to our success,” 
he added. “A Company like ours could not be successful 
without qualified employees.” 

Ella revealed that when she quit her job back in 1928 
it was because of the fact that an occasional employee was 
assigned to work the hours that she had been earlier told 
she was to work. 

“I didn’t think that was right, so I went home and 
stayed six months,” she recalled. Mr. Caman, then Area 
Manager at Beatrice, induced her to return to work several 
months later. 

With tongue in cheek, Ella says she still regards her 
employment as temporary. “When I was in high school, 
I took normal training,” she explains. At that time this 
was sufficient education to qualify her to teach. She went 
to work for the telephone company while she was waiting 
for a teaching position. 

“As soon as IJ find a school with that requirement, I'll 
be leaving,” she told the Company executives who were 
honoring her. 

Turning to more serious talk, she said that she feels a 
little sorry for those who have never used the telephone 
equipment of 40 years ago. 

“People who have only worked with new equipment 
have missed a lot,” she opined. 

She also recalled working several months at the Falls 
City company, which had requested some help. She re- 
called that the little connecting company then had a great 
— of proper equipment, extending even to operators’ 
chairs. 

But her fondest memories are of the early days in the 
Wymore office. She spoke of a stove in the office where 
the chief operator would fix up a kettle of soup and the 
operators would help themselves to a bowl when they got 
hungry. They also, at times, had apples, ice cream and 
other foods, which they ate at the board. 

Among those on hand to help recognize Ella for her 40 
years were Dorothy Grafton, Opal Thimgan, Mabel Volpp 
and Melba Richards and Company officials. 


Basic Electricity Course Now Available 


by JOHN REED 


CORRESPONDENCE course in 
Basic Electricity is now available 
for any employee of the Company who 
wishes to improve his knowledge of 
basic electrical principles as applied to 
telephone work. This course covers the 
following subjects: 
Mathematics Review 
Symbols and Component Parts 
3. Direct Current Characteristics 
4. VOM Meters—Care and Use 
5. Simple Circuit 
6 
7 
8 
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Series Circuit 
Parallel Circuit 
. Series—Parallel Circuit 
9. D-C Power—Protection 
10. Resistance in Telephone Plant 
11. Diodes, Varistors, Thermistors 
12. Magnetism 
13. Inductance 
14. Electromagnetism 
15. Alternating Current 
16. Transformers 
17. Capacitance 
18. Reactance and Resonance 
19. Impedance 
20. Rectification 
21. Relays 
22. Circuit Reading 
23. How A Telephone Works 


The unique feature of this course is 
that it is in a self testing form. Practice 
problems and questions are provided 
with answers to the problems following 
each section that contains problems, 


enabling the student to actually work 
on practical problems and answer ques- 
tions from the text. A review follows 
the ninth section to cover important 
points in the previous sections. The re- 
view is helpful in fixing these points 
in the student’s mind and gives him a 
better comprehension of basic electric 
principles. 

Any employee may enroll in the 
course simply by asking his supervisor 
to make the application for him. He 
will receive the first section with an 
introductory letter. After studying this 
section, working the practice problems, 
and answering the questions, he is to 
take the quiz provided with the section 
and submit the test papers for grading. 

The papers will be graded and re- 
turned through the regular organiza- 
tion channels to the student along with 
the next section to be studied. As he 
completes each section and submits his 
test sheets, his papers will be graded 
and returned to him with the next 
section to be worked on, each time 
until he completes the final section. 

On finishing the course, the student 
will be awarded a certificate of comple- 
tion. He is to keep all sections of the 
course for his personal reference. 

Many employees will find the course 
a vigorous means of developing a better 
understanding of the principles of elec- 
tricity and magnetism. We invite all 
who are interested to enroll in this 
stimulating course. 


October Named Medical Self Help Month 


@ OCTOBER has been designated as 
“Medical Self Help Month” and extra 
emphasis is being put on this special 
course this month. The program seems 
to be of more than ordinary interest to 


Huntley, coordinator for the program, 
indicate that 80 employees took the 
training last fall under retired LT&T’er 
Lloyd Jenkins. 

The training is often combined with 
Red Cross instruction and this was the 
case last fall. Last spring Medical Self 
Help training was held in the LT&T 


general office building auditorium. 
Generally, the program covers some 
of the same items that Red Cross train- 
ing does, but it is not a first aid course. 
There are usually 11 lessons, dealing 
with proper procedures regarding ra- 
dioactive fallout and shelter, living in 
emergencies, nursing care of the sick 
and injured, infant and child care, and 
emergency childbirth as well as the 
more common instruction in artificial 
respiration, bleeding and bandaging, 
fractures and splinting, transportation 
of the injured and burns and shocks. 


Norton and Weber Win Golf League Title 


@ DON NORTON and Dale Weber of 

the Lincoln PBX department again won 

the Telephone Golf League competition 

this year. They were also the winners 

in the first such event held last year. 

Final league standings this year were: 
1. . Norton—D. Weber 

. Eggerss—R. Mills 

. Hilsabeck—L. Willet 

. Johnson, Jr.—R. Johnson, Sr. 

. Filbert—T. Fuller 

. White—B. Duer 

. salber—K. Paro 
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8. J. Cruickshank—C. Sieck 


9. V. Clayton—D. Hobson 

10. R. Cotton—R. Weber 

11. F. Crewdsen—G. Donnelson 
12. L. Reighard—D. Haith 

13. C. Connors—L. Livingston 
14. G. Gemmell—J. Danek 


The season was marred by bad 
weather, causing many postponements, 
especially early in the schedule. This 
made for an unusually long season. 

Play took place at Holmes and Pi- 
oneers golf courses. 


a 


@ NEBRASKA’S new driver li- 
censing system will affect many 
LT&T employees, some of them 
quite soon. If the proper pro- 
cedure is not followed, some 
might find themselves without a 
valid drivers license. 

Current drivers licenses expired 
September 1 of this year, but 
drivers have until November 1 to 
renew. This may be done, as in 
the past, simply by presenting the 
old license and paying a fee for 
the new one. 

But getting the next license 
after this one will be quite dif- 
ferent. Each driver will be re- 
quired to do this as he reaches a 
birthday divisible by four. Many 
drivers will have to get another 
new license in 1968—some only a 
few months after getting a li- 
cense this fall. 

The license that current drivers 
have obtained or will obtain be- 
tween September 1 and Novem- 
ber 1 of this year will expire on 
the birthday when the driver 


Promotions for Hansen and 


@ THE RETIREMENT of W. K. Eno 
has brought promotions to C. A. Hansen 
and L. A. Davis. 

Mr. Hansen steps into the shoes of 
Mr. Eno as Shop and Storeroom Super- 
visor for Lincoln. Mr. Davis, who has 
been in an Advanced Clerical position, 
moves into Mr. Hansen’s former job of 
Assistant Chief Clerk in Lincoln. 

Hansen has been with LT&T since 
June of 1942. His entire experience has 
been in Lincoln, where he has advanced 
steadily. His first job was that of clerk 
in Supply. In 1946 he became Advanced 
Clerk and in 1950 the title became Ad- 
vanced Clerical. Five years later, in 
1955, he was promoted to Senior Clerk 
and in 1964 to Assistant Chief Clerk. 
His 25 years of service with the Com- 
pany has well prepared him to assume 
his new duties as supervisor. 

Mr. Davis has been with the Com- 
pany since 1958 and has also spent his 
entire telephone career in Lincoln. His 
first job was that of male clerk in 
Supply and he moved to an Advanced 
Clerical rating in 1959. 

Twice, records show, he has been 
called from his telephone duties for 
service with the Army Reserve. He 
had two weeks of training in 1958 and 
had a second leave later for training 
with the Reserve Artillery, where he 
held the rating of staff sergeant. 

His more than nine years of experi- 
ence in Supply will undoubtedly be of 
great value in his new assignment. 


New Driver's License Will Affect Many 


reaches an age divisible by four. 

Instead of having 60 days 
AFTER his license expires, the 
driver must obtain a new license 
in the 60 days BEFORE that time. 
To renew his license he must pass 
a written driver’s test and an eye 
test. If the examiner requests it, 
the driver must also take a driv- 
ing performance test. 

These tests may be taken be- 
ginning November 1, provided 
that it is in the 60 days prior to 
the driver’s birthday on which he 
will reach an age divisible by 
four. 

The licenses now being obtained 
by Nebraska drivers will carry 
a pro-rated fee of $1.50 per year. 
One expiring in 1968 would cost 
$1.50. One expiring in 1971 would 
cost $6.00. The new licenses ob- 
tained after November 1 will be 
for four years and will cost $6.00. 

Make sure you understand the 
new licensing system and that 
you know when to obtain a new 
license. 
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C. A. Hansen 


Bettenhausen-Bramlett 


@ FRED J. BETTENHAUSEN, retired 
from the Treasurer’s office, and Mrs. 
Margaret B. Bramlett were married 
June 28, 1967 at Fort Collins, Colo. The 
ceremony took place at St. John’s Lu- 
theran church. 

The Bettenhausens are at home at 
807 Whedbee St., Ft. Collins, Colo. 
80521. 


Bowling Season Opens 


@ THE BOWLING season got under 
way September 5 for the Company as 
the big Lincoln Leagues opened play. 
The LT&T Lincoln Men’s League and 
LT&T Lincoln Women’s League both 
will bowl for a 33-week season at Park- 
way Lanes. Games start at 6:30 p.m. 
each Tuesday evening. 


Employees Get $20 Suggestion Awards 


@ TWO MORE employees have re- 
ceived $20 each for suggestions sub- 
mitted to the Company. They are C. L. 
Bauman of Hastings Construction and 
Ray Schenaman of the Lincoln Switch- 
room. 

Mr. Bauman’s suggestion concerned 
the use of carding brushes to clean 
files. He recommended the use of a 
39-cent brush of a different design 
than has been in use. The brush which 
has been used “has long bristles and so 
much leverage that they break loose 
from the handle and become worthless 
with only a few uses,” pointed out the 
employee. He said that the brush he 
recommends is smaller and easier to 
use and store and will last longer, thus 
being more economical. 

Mr. Schenaman’s suggestion concerns 
the running of jumper wires. He at- 
tached a drawing to his suggestion form 


to more clearly explain his idea. 

Said Mr. Schenaman, ‘The problem 
of running jumpers both on the MDF 
frame on the first floor and the LIDF 
frame on second floor has been im- 
proved greatly by placing the cartons 
of jumper wires in slots on top of the 
rack on first floor and running the 
lead through a bar which supports the 
ladder and electrical rail... . At pres- 
ent, on the second floor LIDF frame, 
reels of wire are mounted overhead. 
When running the jumpers get caught 
on terminals, the wire hangs down into 
the aisle, which is a safety hazard...” 
He suggested the use of a series of 
supports to hold the cartons of wire. 

In both instances the full amount of 
the award was paid to the employees 
with the appropriate deductions cal- 
culated and paid by the Company. 


Operators Thanked for Assistance in Call 


@ TWO LT&T operators responded in 
the best tradition of the industry re- 
cently when an emergency call was 
placed from the LT&T system. — They 
probably gave little thought to It, but 
a thank you note was received from 
Mrs. R. D. Haswell. 

Addressed to “Operator 31,” Mrs. Has- 
well’s note said, 


“Thank you for your untiring effort 
to place my call to Fort Collins Sunday 
the 13th. We appreciate your concern 
and perseverence. You are to be highly 
commended.” 


Operator 31 is a position, rather than 
a specific operator, but Chief Operator 


Many Telephone Names 


@ AN ALL STAR ball event at Fair- 
bury read like a roster of telephone 
names, judging by the report in the 
Fairbury Journal-News. Noel Folkers 
was one of the “pilots” of a managers’ 
team which was matched with a Pony 
League team. Playing for the Ponys 
were Ray Wagner, son of Velda Wag- 
ner and Randy Folkers, son of Noel 
Folkers. 

In a Little League all-star contest 
Mike Danaher was selected for one of 
the teams. He is the son of M. J. Dana- 
her. 


Three Added to Pioneers 


@ THREE new members have been 
added to the Frank H. Woods Telephone 
Pioneer Association. They are Robert 
H. Greb and G. R. Clifford of Lincoln 
and George Brust of Seward. 
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Melba Richards of Unit I was able to 
discover that Mary Carmichael and 
Carolyn Pabst worked on the call. Miss 
Carmichael spent over an hour trying 
to put the call through. 

It concerned a death message and 
was for a relative in Fort Collins. When 
the called party did not answer, the 
operators placed calls to neighbors and 
learned that the party had driven to the 
mountains. They learned the color and 
license number of the car the party was 
using and notified law officers. 

The call was never completed, but 
Mrs. Haswell later informed our opera- 
tors that the relative had been located 
and had direct dialed a call to her. 


Phone Folks in Drive 


@ TELEPHONE people will be in 
the thick of the Lincoln United 
Fund campaign again this year. 
Vice Chairman of the drive is 
Larry Connealy, LT&T Controller. 
Larry attended a campaign lead- 
er’s conference in Chicago in May 
in preparation for the drive. 


Charles Arnold, Field Commer- 
cial Supervisor for our Company 
will again head the Unit Firms 
Division of the drive. He has been 
active in this position for the past 
three years. 


Ron Hoffman, Local Commer- 
cial, will be one of the “‘loaned ex- 
ecutives” taking part in the drive. 
He underwent a training session 
on the United Fund. 


Death Comes to Five of Our Telephone Family 


@ DEATH TOOK Henry M. Zimmer- 
man, retired from Lincoln Area Plant, 
on August 31, 1967. He was nearly 79 
years old. 

Mr. Zimmerman became associated 
with LT&T in the early days when it 
was a small Company with telephone 
interests in Lincoln and nearby com- 

- munities. He actually 
started on April 1, 
1910, but was laid off 
for a brief time, so 
had an adjusted ser- 
vice date later in that 
month. 


In 1912 he was on 
the payroll as a shop- 
man. In 1913 he be- 
came an inspector 
and in 1916 a combi- 
nationman. Through- 


out the rest of his telephone career he - 


served as combinationman, although 
there were several variations of the 
title over the years. 

In October of 1953 he retired, having 
reached his 65th birthday, ending 43 
years of service to the Company, all in 
the Lincoln area. 

Funeral services took place August 
31 at Metcalf’s Funeral Home in Lin- 
coln. Burial was at Wyuka cemetery. 

Survivors of Mr. Zimmerman include 
a son, Ray, who also is an LT&T em- 
ployee. 


@® GROVER W. GRIFFITH, retired 
from Lincoln Area Plant, passed away 
on July 22. He had been in failing 
health recently. 

Born in 1884, he entered telephone 
work at the age of 25 in the spring of 
1910. His first experience was as an 
installer for the old Nebraska Tele- 
phone Company (Bell) in Lincoln and 

he served for two 


“~w years until the merg- 
¢ _, er of that organiza- 


a ge tion with LT&T. At 
’ that time he came to 
LT&T, serving as a 
rackman upon his 
transfer, then later a 
troubleman and a 
clerk. He also was a 
testboardman, record 
clerk and finally, in 
1942, a switchman. 

He retired on pension in November 
of 1949 after over 39 years in the tele- 
phone industry in Lincoln. 

Mr. Griffith’s telephone career 
spanned the infancy, adolescence and 
finally maturity of the step-by-step 
automatic (or dial) telephone system. 

Funeral services took place July 24 
at Hodgman-Splain-Roberts Mortuary 
in Lincoln. Burial was at Wyuka cem- 
etery. 


@ DEATH CAME swiftly and unex- 
pectedly to Velma Abker, Nebraska 
City operator, on August 14, 1967. On 
duty only the day before her passing, 
she had complained of some pains, but 
there was no suspicion of anything 
serious. 

Velma first worked for LT&T in the 
1930’s, first as a relief operator at 
=aeeeeeen Otoe and later as an 
' acting Contract Chief 

Operator. She filled 

these positions brief- 

ly during 1937, 1938 

and 1939. 

Her status as an 
employee took on 
3 more of a permanent 
bee, .. nature in the fall of 
ity 1941 when she be- 
) dy ae came a student op- 
fh ¢.%' erator at Nebraska 
City. She soon progressed to.an “A” 
operator, then “A & L” operator and 
at various times over her career has 
been acting Assistant Chief Operator, 
Supervisor and Service Assistant. Since 
1953 she has been an operator. 

Her health had been delicate recently. 
Last fall she was away from work be- 
cause of sickness disability and the 
early part of this year she was hospital- 
ized. However she had been regularly 
at work since the latter part of Feb- 
ruary. 

Velma worked on Sunday, August 13, 
but mentioned shoulder or arm pains. 
She passed away during the night. 

Funeral services took place August 
17 at the Townsing Funeral Home at 
Syracuse. Burial was at Park Hill 
cemetery in Syracuse. 
ua 


Don Lieber, Beatrice switchman, removes a cover 
from one of the step-by-step switches in the 
Beatrice office where he works. 
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@ DEATH CAME to Dell C. Gilmore, 
retired from Lincoln Plant, on Monday, 
July 10. He was about 62 years old. 
Dell retired in March of 1958, follow- 
ing a full year off of work because of 


sickness. Even though his retirement 


came a full 13 years 
before the normal 
age, he had already 
served the Company 
32 years. 

Dell came to LT&T 
in March of 1926 as 
an apprentice switch- 
man. His entire ser- 
vice was in Lincoln 
and after serving his 
apprenticeship he be- 
came a full fledged 
switchman, then later a switchboard- 
man, a position he held for seven years. 
He became a merit switchman in 1942 
and later served as subforeman, COE 
and equipment foreman before illness 
made serious inroads on his activities 
in 1956. 

He was forced from active employ- 
ment in 1957 and when a year’s rest 
did not result in sufficient improve- 
ment for a return to work, he retired. 

Dell’s service dated from the ‘good 
old days” of primitive tools and equip- 
ment. He was highly regarded by his 
associates and his loss is mourned by 
all who knew him. 

Survivors include a son, Don, who is 
also an LT&T’er. 

Funeral services took place July 13 
at Wadlow’s in Lincoln. Burial was at 
Lincoln Memorial Park. 


@ WORD HAS BEEN received here of 
the death of I. O. Lansing, a former 
employee of LT&T and one time pro- 
duction editor of The Telephone News. 
Mr. Lansing passed away in Redlands, 
Calif., July 7 at the age of 82. 

Ira was listed as a switchman with 
the Company as early as 1908. How- 
ever, when he left the Company in 
August of 1927 he was credited with 
being with LT&T since September of 
1909. 


After nearly two decades in the tele- 
phone business, he abandoned this ca- 
reer to go into the oil business, which 
had attracted his interest for some 
time. At the time he left LT&T he was 
a special representative of the service 
department as well as production editor 
of The News. He had also been chief 
switchman, at one time in his telephone 
career. 

Mr. Lansing’s duties with The News 
included those of photographer and he 
was often seen about the company, lug- 
ging a huge camera. 

Funeral services for Mr. Lansing took 
place at Redlands, Calif. 


Southeast Nebraska 1867-1967 


NE HUNDRED years ago Nebraska became a state. Already the 

beginnings of our modern civilization had arrived. Towns and 

settlements had been established, a territorial government set up 
and land was being farmed. 


First Europeans to enter what is now Nebraska were trappers 
and explorers. They were followed by migrating easterners seeking 
the gold fields of the West. Later it began to dawn on those who 
had seen the territory that here was good agricultural land. 


First part of Nebraska to be settled was the area along the 
Missouri river. Settlements gradually spread to the west, following 
streams and trails at first. Towns were organized and began to grow. 


This was the picture 100 years ago when statehood was achieved 
by Nebraska. The communities in the state have continued . to 
progress and grow. We are just now becoming aware of our his- 


torical heritage, but we have never stopped growing, improving, 
changing. 


In this Centennial Issue of The Telephone News we have chosen 
to give a brief sketch of the major towns we serve. We are taking 
a peek at their history, but also a quick look at what they are today. 


In many cases the factors which caused them to be formed are 
still present today, bolstering their existence. In some instances 
time has changed all this and new developments have given them a 
new purpose and reason for being. 


We have chosen to depict our towns roughly in the order in 
which they were settled, moving from the eastern part of our terri- 
tory along the Missouri river towards the western extremities of 
the area we serve. It is not our purpose to give a complete history 
of each town, but to provide a glimpse of the heritage of these com- 
munities, what caused them to be formed and has held them together 
and what is likely to be important to them in the future. 
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Important to Plattsmouth from the beginning has been the Missouri 


River. At first ferry boats carried wagons, teams and people across the 
water. Later enlarged models even hauled follroad| cars. 


A modern park and swimming pool is popular with the youngsters. 
Here a boy is doing a back flip off the low board. 


The Methodist church was erected in 1878 and is one of the many 
landmark buildings in Weeping Water. 


Quarrying is a major industry in Weeping Water with several companies 
located there. This is the United Mineral plant. 
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Weeping Water 


LATTSMOUTH was an early Missouri river crossing 

site for Mormon Immigrants. A ferry was established 
at the location in 1848. First building was a log trading post 
established by Samuel Martin in 1853. 

In the early days, up until about 1870, river traffic was 
important to the town. But the coming of the Burlington 
railroad and the Burlington shops solidly established the 
settlement. 

Today Plattsmouth is a complex community which 
serves a rural trading area, provides a pleasant place to 
live for those employed in nearby industrial centers, and 
boasts such community attractions as a new park and pool, 
new nursing home, new Post Office building, and modern 
churches and public buildings. 

Weeping Water to the west was first settled by Elam 
Flower in 1855. First church was organized in 1860 and 
a dam and grist mill followed. The railroad in 1880 brought 
in new settlers. 

Many old buildings remain in the town, including the 
old Academy, now used as a library, a Heritage House 
museum once a doctor’s residence and others. 

Today the town is a center of limestone quarrying with 
several large companies providing construction and agri- 
cultural pmestone products. 


Above is a view of the Nebraska Masonic Home, a large retirement 
complex for elderly Masons and their families. 
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Nebraska City 


and Syracuse 


EBRASKA CITY was first occupied as a military post 

by the Government, known as Fort Kearny. Later 
abandoned, the site was settled by John Boulware, John B. 
Boulware, and Hiram P. Downs in 1854. 

Early settlers clustered around the blockhouse for pro- 
tection from possible hostile Indians. The towns of Kearny 
City and South Nebraska City were settled shortly there- 
after, but in 1857 the three were consolidated. 

River traffic has always been important to Nebraska 
City and so it remains today with a fine modern docking 
facility called Steinhart Terminal. The town is something 
of an industrial center with American Meter Company, 
and Morton House Kitchens among the prominent firms. 

The community has a rich history. It was the location 
of one of the early newspapers; had a station (John Brown’s 
cave) on the underground railway which freed slaves; and 
was an early commercial center. 

A School for the Blind, established in 1873, still provides 
education for sightless children. 

To the west, the town of Syracuse was founded in the 
hopes that a valuable deposit of salt could be worked and 
marketed. In 1859 a school was established at Syracuse 
and it was the only school building between Nebraska City 
and the western border of Otoe county. 

Today Syracuse is a fine farm trading community with 
an up-to-date hospital, modern high school and nice homes. 


J. Sterling Morton, early newspaper publisher and prominent Nebraska 
Citian lived in this home, called Arbor Lodge. Mr. Morton originated 
Arbor Day. 
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One of several important industries in Nebraska City is the American 
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Steinhart Terminal on the river provides important river shipping fa- 
cilities to Nebraska poly, 


ot Seley! 
Near Syracuse, only this monument morks “Nursery Hill’ site of an 
early postoffice. Syracuse was formed because it was the crossroads of 
two pioneer trails. 
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Administration building of the retirement village in Pawnee City has 
recreation space for the residents. 


Tecumseh and 


This view shows two of Auburn’s industries, an important factor in its 
continued existence. These are Magnolia Metalcraft and WoodCarv. i 


Auburn and 


The Carson House at nearby Brownville was built in 1860 and has 
been preserved and furnished with antiques. It is now a historical attraction. 


Agriculture is still important to Auburn and the county fair is held 
there every year. 


Humboldt 


AUBURN WAS originally two towns, named Sheridan and 
and Calvert. They developed along the Missouri Pacific 
and CB&Q railroads, respectively. In 1882 the two were 
consolidated under their present name. The old trail con- 
necting the two is now the town’s only diagonal street. 

To the east, along the river, the tiny town of Brownville 
is much older. It has been a sleepy little community re- 
cently, but the coming installation of a nuclear power plant 
is encouraging new activity. 

Auburn has provided an industrial tract to encourage 
establishment of factories and now has several plants in 
its community, two of them on the tract. Included are 
G & S Manufacturing, Magnolia Metal Company and Wood- 
Carv, Inc. 

There is a nearly new 26-bed county hospital, a nearly 
completed low-cost housing complex, good schools and 
other features which make an attractive community. 

Humboldt to the south is somewhat older than Auburn. 
It was settled by O. J. Tinker in 1857, who bought his 
quarter section of land for $200 after failing to obtain it 
by homesteading. His son suggested the name because he 
had been stationed near Humboldt, Tennessee during the 
Civil War. 

Humboldt was first in their category in the Community 
Betterment Contest in 1964 and second in 1966. One of the 
recent achievements is a new Community Memorial Hos- 
pital to be completed this fall. The town also has a fine 
park and swimming pool. 


This “high-rise” seven story building will provide low cost housing for 
the elderly when it is completed next year. 


Pawnee City 


HE TOWN OF Tecumseh dates back to 1856 when it was 
surveyed for John Boulware, John Maulding, A. H. 
Hickson, J. C. Lawrence, A. P. Drake and George Boulware. 
On the direct route from Nebraska City to Marysville it 
was an inland town and had quite a struggle for existence 
until the coming of the railroad in 1872. 

In the early days, all supplies had to be hauled by 
wagon from Brownville. 

Today the major industry of the community is the 
Campbell Soup Company which processes poultry and em- 
ploys over 500 people. 

The town is proud of its firsts. It had one of the early 
municipal swimming pools; had one of the first REA lines; 
and has a disputed title to the first U.S. Mail Route in the 
nation. Local tradition has it that the mail carriers started 
delivering mail a week before they were scheduled to do so. 

It has a fine hospital, a nearly new parochial grade 
school and a modern high school, among other features. 

Pawnee City, south of Tecumseh, dates back to 1857, 
when the first house was built by Andrew Liming. First 
territorial road was established in 1859. 

Today Pawnee City boasts a new nursing home, a new 
home for the elderly, an attractive park and the county 
fairgrounds, among others. 
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So new that landscaping hasn’t yet been completed is the Pawnee City 
nursing home. 


One of the fine churches in Tecumseh is St. John’s Lutheran, recently 
constructed. 
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Well restored is the old courthouse at Tecumseh, one of the fine old 
buildings in the town. 


The Tecumseh Community Building is located right on the downtown 


square, at the heart of town. 
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Framed by large trees is the administration building of Kennedy College 
at Wahoo. 
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Haven House is a modern nursing home which has facilities for some 
types of out-patient therapy. 
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owned by Beetisons since it was built. 


A landmark in the Ashland vicinity is this 91-year-old Beetison house, 


Wahoo is proud of its famous native sons. Composer Dr. Howard 


Hanson was born in this house. 


Wahoo and Ashland 


AHOO WAS settled in 1869 by J. M. and J. R. Lee. The 
name is said to be a corruption of the Indian word 
meaning a place without bluffs. Pawnee once headquar- 
tered at Wahoo and it is known that they called the creek 
there Wahoo. 

Five native sons of the community have found national 
fame. They are Darryl F. Zanuck, movie production boss; 
Howard Hanson, composer and director of the Eastman 
School of Music; Baseball Hall of Fame player Sam Craw- 
ford; Clarence Anderson, commercial artist and author; 
and Nobel Prize winner Dr. George Beadle. 

Wahoo is a farm trading center, but it also has several 
small industries. It is the home of Kennedy College, orga- 
nized in 1965, has a modern County Hospital and a new 
rest home. The fine public school system is supplemented 
by a parochial grade school and a new county Catholic 
high school. 

Other evidences of the town’s progressive nature are its 
growing fair and rodeo, its modern city hall built in 1959 
with adjoining library and fire and police headquarters, 
and its new housing developments. 

Ashland, to the east, is slightly older and was known 
by the names Flora City and Saline Ford. It was named 
after Henry Clay’s home in Kentucky. First settlers were 
Joseph Stambaugh, his wife and three children, who came 
in 1856. They left after a month, but returned the follow- 
ing March with Reuben Warbritton and John Aughe. 

The town was the first county seat and held this dis- 
tinction for seven years. 

Today its major industry is limestone quarrying, but 
it also has other small industries. It has a new Ash Manor 
nursing home, a recently built high school, is the site of a 
National Guard Camp and of the water supply for Lincoln, 
and is near a growingly important recreational area. 

It, too, has a new housing development, attesting to the 
liveliness of the community. 


Quarrying of limestone for construction, agricultural and industrial uses 
is a big industry at Ashland. 
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The old salt flats and lake on the west edge of Lincoln is now a 
housing development for attractive new homes and cottages. It never did 
develop into a salt industry. 


Lincoln 


LINCOLN dates its beginnings to the fall of 1859, when 

a public meeting under a huge elm tree resulted in the 
election of a chairman and a commission to lay out a town 
and a county seat. 

There was no dispute about whether the new town 
should be the county seat, for there were no other com- 
munities or settlements in Lancaster County. 

But it was five long years before there were any physi- 
cal signs of the formation of what is now Lincoln. In 1864 
Luke Lavender erected a log cabin in the vicinity of 14th 
and O Streets. The Consumers Electric Building is located 
on the site and a pillar which stands on the exact location 
of Luke’s old hand-dug well is marked with a plaque. 

Some historians say that Lincoln is the town that had 
no reason for existence. Early settlers thought that the 
salt flats along Salt Creek west of town would develop into 
an important salt industry. There were several attempts 
to form such an enterprise, but none ever succeeded. 

Capitol Beach, site of the salt flats, for many years was 
an amusement and recreational park and now is a thriving 
housing development, complete with a lake ideal for boat- 
ing. | 
If anything, the presence of salt was a detriment to the 
little town, first called Lancaster. It tainted the ground 
water with an unpleasant taste. For many years Lincoln’s 
water has been piped from Ashland. 

When Nebraska became a state 100 years ago, the little 
town of Lancaster was one of several proposed to become 
the State Capital and to be re-named Lincoln. The Terri- 
torial Capital had been Omaha, in spite of the fact that the 
heaviest concentration of population was south of the 
Platte. 

Governor David Butler made the issue of capital re- 
moval one of his campaign features. Opponents, say some 
historians, were only able to promote a requirement that 


(continued next page) 
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V-GELT PLANT 
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Goodyear is a major industry and employer in Lincoln. This is the 
highway side of the big plant. 


On the south side of Lincoln is a new Industrial Park tract which has 
ottracted a number of industries, two of which are shown here, Weaver 
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Framed in a traditional brick arch is one of Union College’s modern 


A new City-county building is under construction west of the State buildings alocoteaaing Colleges Vicw: 


Capitol building, which overlooks and dominates the downtown section. 


the name of the capital be Lincoln. They thought to em- 
broil the selection in controversy and perhaps kill the move 
to relocate the capital. It was shortly after the Civil War 
and it was thought that Southern sympathizers would 
object. 

If this was the design, they were disappointed, for Lan- 
caster was picked as the location of the new capital and 
the name Lincoln was accepted. 

Today government is big business in Lincoln and can 
be considered a major industry for the community. The 
presence of many federal offices, as well as the state, 
county and city governments, generates much activity. 

Over the past century Lincoln has grown far beyond 
what any of the early settlers could envision. As it spread 
out it enveloped nearby towns or settlements such as 
Havelock and College View. 

The town is still growing. New and attractive develop- 
ments are being built on the outlying fringes of town, 
including new and modern school plants for the education 
of the increasing numbers of children. 

Lincoln is known as a cultural and educational center. 
The huge Nebraska University is supplemented by the fine 
Wesleyan and Union College campuses and the three make 
up another important “industry” for the city. 

The Capital City is also known as something of an 
insurance center with a large number of home offices lo- 
cated within its confines. Adding weight to the insurance 
community in Lincoln are district or regional offices of 
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Newest building on the Wesleyan campus is attractively framed in 
trees and decorated with flower beds. 


s 
\ 


z 
_ _ < 7 
ae 


a a 
i 
‘ 


y 
\ 


? 


U 
‘ 


a 
» 


a 
nl 
au 

ua 

Tt 
a 


Cie 


> oe i mm | { — | 
—- = e* » Ol gv WN. . Loe | 


| | 
_ 
e- 


SS a ee 


On the Nebraska U. Ag College Campus is the Nebraska Center 
building, designed for post-schooi education of adults. 


On the downtown Nebraska U. Campus is the beautiful Sheldon 
Memorial Art Gallery, visited by many. 
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One of the large insurance companies in Lincoln is Bankers Life 
Nebraska, located on spacious grounds at Cotner and O Streets. 


other major underwriting firms. 

There is real industry in Lincoln, also. The Goodyear 
V-belt plant sends its products just about everywhere V- 
belts are used. The Havelock Shops are a major construc- 
tion and repair installation of the Burlington railroad. 
There are also agriculturally oriented industries, such as 
grain facilities and a meat packing installation. 

Lincoln is the second largest city in the state and, as 
such, is an important center of retail trade and commerce. 
Its impressive downtown retailing center and outlying 
shopping centers attract buyers from considerable distances. 

The Capital City is also quite a convention city. The 
huge Pershing Auditorium in downtown Lincoln is often 
used for such occasions, as are the downtown hotels with 
their flexible accommodations for meetings and sessions. 

A new Nebraska Center for Continuing Education on 
the Agricultural College campus of the University of Ne- 
braska provides facilities for many types of adult training. 

Downtown, a Lincoln Center building provides office 
space for a number of important community agencies serv- 
ing a wide cross section of needs of the population. 

Often viewed by visitors as well as local residents are 
such features of the community as the Sheldon Art Gallery 
and Elephant Hall, both on the University of Nebraska 
campus; the Historical Society; and the new Children’s Zoo 
in Antelope Park. All of these are features in which the 
residents take great pride. 


Many tourists are fascinated by the huge mosaic on the front of the 
Pershing Auditorium in downtown Lincoln. 
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Opened for classes only this fall is the new East High School in Lincoln, 
located on spacious grounds and noted for its absence of windows. 


The Lincoln Center for Community Services houses such agencies as 
the Community Chest, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and many others. 
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The beautiful Martin Luther Home is a modern facility for training 
retarded children. 
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Beatrice 


BEATRICE WAS founded in 1857 and named after the 

daughter of one of its founders, Judge Kinney. It is 
unique in that it is the location of the nation’s first home- 
stead, claimed by Daniel Freeman in 1863. 

As the story goes, Mr. Freeman was in Brownville when 
the new Homestead Act went into force. He got an official 
out of a party and, (having previously located a site along 
Cub Creek), at one minute after midnight filed Homestead 
Claim number one. 

Now a National Park, the Homestead Monument shows 
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The north side of the David City square is a shining example of how 
to restore historic commercial buildings. 


David City 


pAévip CITY dates back to 1873 and was formed because 

of a decision to relocate the Butler County seat from 
Savannah in the northern part of the county. A site was 
chosen which belonged to Mrs. Phoebe Davids Miles and 
the town was named Davids City in honor of her family. 
Later the “s’” was dropped. 

Development came fast. The courthouse was erected in 
1873 at a cost of $1,470. A Methodist church had already 
been located there in 1871. The first bank was organized 
in 1877 and the first brick public school was put up in 1886. 

The town is an agricultural center, with many of its 
businesses centered around this. 


az Saray “ ee ie a ea the way of life of the Nebraska pioneers to hordes of ; 

TRE gen ; visitors each year. Perhaps it is best known for its highly successful re- _An industry in David City is the Nebraska Egg and Poultry Company, 
One of the larger towns in Southeast Nebraska, Beatrice storation of the downtown business section. The 1880 which cherates cn ega-breeling plant. 

boasts a long list of 21 industries. It is the site of the new model buildings have been restored and the north side of 


Pershing college, located southwest of the main part of town, is 
unusual, but effective. This is one building on the sprawling campus. 
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Pershing College, of the State Hospital for the Retarded, 
and the Martin Luther Home for retarded but trainable 
children. 

It also has two hospitals, six public and three parochial 
schools, eight service clubs, and four parks. 

Although it has a good supply of industries, the com- 
munity has an active Development Corporation, which 
constantly seeks to assist new industries in locating in the 
town. 


the square now looks pretty much like it must have when 
it was first built. 

But the town’s attention is also faced towards the 
present and future. A modern courthouse and government 
center in the heart of downtown contrasts pleasingly with 
the old business houses. There is a low rent housing de- 
velopment, a nursing home, a new parochial high school 
and a new public grade school, among other attractive 
features of the town. 


One of Beatrice’s many industries is Cominco American, north of 
town, which makes fertilizer. 
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Right in the middie of the downtown square and contrasting with the 
80-year-old restored buildings around it is the county government complex. 
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The Palmer Epard pioneer cabin has been moved to the Homestead | 
National Monument, the sife of the first homestead in the nation. . 


development for the elderly at David City. 
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Hughes Brothers manufacturing plant is the major industry in Seward 
ond uses supplies and materials by the carload. 


Concordia Teachers College is a well established school. Shown here 
is Weller Hall, a prominent building on campus. 


A new rest home for the elderly is located on the outskirts in a 
pleasant and spacious setting. 


Pioneer days were hard on children as this tombstone shows. The 
lettering indicates the Gannon‘s boy died at the age of only six years. —> 


Seward 


THE ORIGINAL town site of Seward was settled by agri- 

cultural migrants from Illinois and Ohio in the early 
1860’s. The town was surveyed and platted in 1868 by 
Lewis Moffitt, later the town’s first postmaster. It was 
named after William H. Seward, Secretary of State under 
President Lincoln. 

Early day Indians were friendly with settlers and were 
often seen on hunting and fishing forays. However, the 
Indians were not above raiding the pioneers’ chicken 
houses. 

First railroad to reach Seward was the Lincoln and 
Northwestern in 1873. Later came the Atchison and Ne- 
braska. 

Important to the town besides agriculture are the Con- 
cordia Teachers College, established in 1894, and the 
Hughes Brothers manufacturing plant which started in 
1921. 

During its first years of operation Concordia was not a 
true college. It taught boys of high school age, who were 
later transferred to an IlJinois school for college work. In 
1919 it became a two-year college and in the late 1930’s it 
reached full four-year status. 

Hughes Brothers grew out of the contracting business 
of the father of the founders, John Hughes. When they 
received a request to furnish crossarms after a storm, the 
Hughes brothers found themselves in the manufacturing 
business and today they use 500 train carloads of lumber 
and 120 carloads of steel a year. 

The town also has a fine new golf course, a new nursing 
home, excellent schools and many new homes. 
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The Crete Mills is one of the town’s major industries and the tall 
elevators and buildings are a prominent feature of the community. 


Crete 


(CRETE HAD its beginnings about 1869 when three fami- 

lies had settled on the site where the town now stands. 
In that year a Methodist preacher organized a class which 
marked the start of a church. 

Organization of the town government came in 1871 with 
the first city election. T. A. Megeath became Crete’s first 
mayor. 

Congregationalists early appeared in Crete, organizing 
in 1871. An early meeting place was the Crete Academy 
building, which later became the first building used by 
Doane College and Academy. 

Doane’s Merrill Hall was built in 1879 and from the 
early days the school has been important to the community. 

Early settlers were largely German and Czech and soon 
a brewery was established (in 1872). Other businesses 
followed and by 1912 Crete had a Commercial Club, made 
up of a wide variety of businessmen, 

A remnant of early day Crete is Tuxedo Park, the site 
of the old Chautauqua events. It started in 1882 as a 
Sunday School camp, but later became a major attraction 
featuring such noted speakers as William Jennings Bryan. 

Today Crete is a bustling community of several fine 
industries. There is the well established Crete Mills, plus 
more recent additions which include a Formfit garment 
factory and an Alpo dogfood plant. 

The town has a modern nursing home, a nearly new 
retirement village, an attractive new hospital building and 
many nice homes. 
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Housed in a new and modern building is the Crete Municipal Hospital 
in the east part of the town. 
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An early source of power, this old dam on the Blue river is popular 
for wading and fishing. 


Goodall Hall on the Doane College Campus is one of the new and 
attractive buildings of the school complex. 
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The Jefferson County hospital on the north edge of town has already 
had an addition. 
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A new development is this low cost housing project located near the 
MIS) City Park. 


Built exactly on the original site is this restoration of the old Rock 
Creek Pony Express Station. 


This | new (clubhouse replaced ‘one which burned down on the ‘Country 
Club property. 


Fairbury 


AIRBURY LIES in an area rich in frontier history. Early 

explorers and pioneers passed through the area long 
before there was a town. 

As early as 1842 John C. Fremont and Kit Carson 
carved their names on a bluff above Rock Creek south 
of town. Thousands of gold seekers passed five or six 
miles from Fairbury on the Oregon Trail. 

The town was surveyed in 1869 and was named for 
Fairbury, Illinois, the home town of one of the surveyors. 
A post office was established the same year. 

Historical sites near Fairbury include one of the few 
marked graves on the Oregon Trail, north of town, the site 
of the old Rock Creek Pony Express station and post office 
south of town, and a pioneer lime kiln which still stands. 

A trading center for the surrounding area, the town lists 
about a dozen small industries. It has three recently con- 
structed elementary school buildings. The community’s 
junior college, organized in 1940, has a brand new library- 
science building. 

Fairbury also has a modern county hospital as well as 
two clinics, a low cost housing development, a new Country 
Club building, an excellent swimming pool and three well 
established and attractive parks. 


This old lime kiln, still standing north of town, furnished mortar for 
many early day buildings. 
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York and Stromsburg 


ORK WAS founded in 1869 by the South Platte Land 

Company and named after York, Pennsylvania, by early 
settlers. It became a second class city in 1877, the year in 
which the Burlington and Missouri River Railroad reached 
town. 

Since 1890 York has had a two-year college, operated 
by the Church of Christ, but for students of all faiths. It 
also has two parochial elementary schools in addition to 
an excellent public school system. 

A list of 10 industries provide employment and bolster 
the economy of the town. Most are oriented towards ag- 
riculture, but one manufactures mobile homes. 

The town has a fine new Community Center, is the loca- 
tion of the Odd Fellows Home and a Children’s Home run 
by the Methodist church. A new hospital is planned. 

Stromsburg was first settled in the early 1870’s. It was 
organized by a party of men which had met in Illinois. 
Lewis Headstrom brought his family there in 1872. The 
Morrill family had established a homestead in 1871. 

A Swedish settlement, Stromsburg has a good swimming 
pool, a fine school system, a low income housing develop- 
ment and a rest home. 

Primarily a retailing outlet, the town does boast some 
small industries associated with agriculture. 


Built about 1871, this was the home of the Morrill family, prominent 
early Nebraskans. 
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Kroy Metal Products is one of the York Rte s several industries. 
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This fine new community building provides recreational facilities for 
the people of York. 


York College lies on an attractive campus, well shaded by magnificent 
old trees. 


$ 


t 


ie: 


“<_- 


~~ “eRee 


a 
J 
— 
— 
— 


= Swieaertecansae - 


The modern retirement village at Stromsburg is of recent construction. 
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Genevars fairgrounds are pleasant and well- maintained! as befits a 
community which is in an agricultural area. 
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The Girls’ Training School has a well kept campus with carefully 
maintained grounds. 


A new 
gra de Sch 
community's youngster: ool building serves the educational needs of the 


Located 
Hebron, sik cot 
ment marks the th 
gon Trail which tin 
important to the ets 
settlers of the ohea! y 
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Geneva and Hebron 


(jRNIaNYeS DATES its beginnings in 1871 when steps were 

taken to form a county organization for Fillmore 
County. A site was picked at the center of the county and 
the town named Henry. Later the name was changed to 
Geneva. 

By 1875 business and professional men had loeated and 
the first train arrived in 1886. In 1876 a newspaper was 
founded and in 1877 a hotel was built. 

Since 1892 Geneva has been the site of the Girls Train- 
ing School, now a modern and pleasant establishment for 
the rehabilitation of wayward girls. There is also a hos- 
pital and a rest home in the community. A new grade 
school building is one of the attractive features of Geneva. 

Primarily an agricultural trading center, the community 
bustles with activity. 

The town of Hebron, to the south, was platted in 1869 
and had its first house in 1870. It was settled by a 
religious colony formed by Isaac Erritt, editor of the 
Christian Standard magazine. The name Hebron was 
picked because the community was to be a city of refuge, 
with no houses of groggery or prostitution. 

Today Hebron is a thriving farm community. Leading 
businessmen see its role as that of a service center with 
the best possible businesses and services for its trade area. 
In keeping with this concept, it has a fine sale barn and 
is a headquarters for SPF disease-free hogs. The town is 
now constructing a new hospital at its edge, which will 
add to its other attractive features. 


Hebron has just started construction of a new hospital, to be located 
at the southwest edge of town. 


Superior 


SURERION dates back to 1871, in the days of the great 

trail period for the overland route from St. Joseph to 
California. It is located on the homestead of William 
Louden of Illinois and is in the second tier of sections 
from the Kansas state line. 

Growth of the town began in 1875 and by 1877 the popu- 
lation was reported to be about 150. As early as 1872 the 
town had a post office, first located in a dugout and then 
a building constructed of logs. This log cabin has been 
preserved and is now located in the city park. 

As early as 1884 a Ladies Library Association was 
organized and the tradition continues today in a well 
stocked library. 

Superior has several industries, including a cement 
plant, first established in 1910; the largest greenhouse in 
the southern part of Nebraska; an alfalfa mill; and a pipe- 
line terminal. It is an agricultural community with a good 
commercial center. 

Under construction is a new hospital and the town also 
has a Good Samaritan home. In nearby Kansas is the 
Lovell Lake and Recreation Area, providing fishing, boating 
and camping facilities for local residents as well as those 
from a distance. 
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Relocated in Sapien city park is the town’s first Post Office building, 
erected in 1872. 
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Major industry at Superior is the Ideal Cement Company which manu- 
factures portland cement. 


A new hospital is under Boustrdction at Superior and will provide the 
latest in medical services. 


This impressive looking plant is an alfalfa mill, which reduces the green 


product to pellet form. 
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One of the modern and attractive Hastings College buildings is shown 
framed by a large tree on the campus. 
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Called the Lone Grave, this burial plot is located west of Hastings on 
a little knoll. 


The Naval Ammunition Depot, an important military installation at 
one time, is now being converted to industrial and other uses. 
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Hastings 


HASTINGS was settled in 1871 by a colony of Englishmen 
who located on land owned by Walter Micklen. By the 
end of the year the community had a population of 29. 

An important factor in the growth of the town was 
the presence of Fort Kearny, only 40 miles away, which 
kept Indian trouble to a minimum. 

First county seat was the town of Juniata, but the early 
Hastings residents thought their town should have this 
honor. There was a fight in 1875, but Juniata retained the 
seat of government. In 1877 an election resulted in the 
county seat going to Hastings, where it has remained since. 

The railroad was important to the town. The Burlington 
and Missouri River road was graded for tracks in 1871 and 
by 1873 was in operation. The Union Pacific brought in a 
branch line in 1878. 

The town was named for a railroad contractor, Thomas 
del Monte Hastings, who worked for the St. Joseph and 
Denver railroad and later the St. Joseph and Grand Island 
line. 

Civilization came fast, with the first church organized 
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and Sutton 


in January of 1874. 

Today Hastings is one of Nebraska’s prominent and 
important towns. It has a college, a substantial number of 
industries, is the site of a State Hospital, and has an excel- 
lent retailing center. 

Sutton, to the east, was first settled in 1870 by Luther 
French, who constructed a dugout home. His homestead 
was laid out as a townsite, named for Sutton, Massachu- 
setts. 

The town offered a site for a depot to the Burlington 
and Missouri Railroad, but the offer was refused because of 
title difficulties and for a time the railroad located its depot 
and a town site four miles from Sutton. The depot came 
into Sutton in 1873. 

First known as School Creek, Sutton is the oldest town 
in Clay County and was the county seat in the early years. 

Now a farm trading center, the community boasts a new 
Post Office Building, a new Masonic Temple, a good high 
school, a new Federated Church, a new Community Home 
and a new clinic, plus a number of recently built homes. 
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One of Hastings industries is the Dutton Lainson Company, which 
dates back to 1886. 


One of the finer community museums in Southeast Nebraska is 
Hasting’s House of Yesterday. 


An appropriate industry for an agricultural area is this fertilizer 
pant east of town. 
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This millstone, now on display at Brownville, was used to provide early settlers 


A Tribute 


(THIS IS THE thumbnail story of the area we serve. 
These communities were settled by brave and 
courageous people seeking to establish a good society 
for their descendents. Their modern-day counterparts 
have pretty much the same goals—to provide a good 
community for their children and grandchildren. 

It is the purpose of this special issue to pay tribute 
to the stalwart early Nebraskans who settled the 
southeastern part of Nebraska, meeting and conquer- 
ing all sorts of adversity. Likewise we hereby pay 
tribute to the modern-day pioneers who are striving 
with equal energy to maintain strong towns and to 
provide for the future needs of coming generations. 
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Five Enter Into New Career of Retirement 


@ WwW. K. “KENT” ENO brought to a 
close over 42 years of telephone ser- 
vice as of September 1, when he took 
an early retirement. He chose to clip 
short his telephone career at the age 
of 62 instead of waiting another three 
years to reach the mandatory age. 

Kent came to work for LT&T as a 
shopman in November of 1924. Some- 
pens «What less than a year 

later he resigned to 
go into the grocery 
business, but after 
six months at that he 
was induced to return 
_to telephone work, 
again as a shopman. 

His supervisory 
| ‘| abilities were recog- 

se / nized and he became 
Lg / a supervisor in 1927. 
i /4° fA In 1929 he was made 
a first class shopman. Promotion to 
shop foreman came on the opening day 
of 1940 and in 1959 he was made shop 
and storeroom supervisor, a position 
he has filled until his retirement. 

Although all of his experience has 
been in Lincoln, Kent has become 
acquainted with telephone employees 
from over the Company. 

He has ambitious plans for retire- 
ment, which involve travel and plenty 
of activity. Kent obviously intends to 
enjoy his new retirement. 

Kent is one of those employees who 
has seen the full range of business con- 
ditions during his employment. He 
weathered the depression, the shortages 
and “make do” of the Second World 
War, and the rapid advance of the 
telephone industry in the past couple 
of decades. 

Good wishes of his fellow employees 
go with Kent as he joins the rolls of 
the retired. 


@ MILTON H. METCALF concluded a 
telephone career of over 42 years as he 
retired the first of August. His service 
date is June 23 of 1925, but he actually 
first appeared on the LT&T payroll in 
October of 1922 as an apprentice 
switchman. 
Milt became a night man in the fall 
of 1925 and perhaps the hours did not 
mene agree with him be- 
— cause a half month 
| later he resigned 
... 9a with the notation 
C a “California” on his 
' card. A little less 
than three years 
later, in the spring of 
1928, he returned to 
LT&T and in a cou- 
ple of years became 
acting office fore- 
man. During his ca- 
reer he served as foreman over the 


| 


period of a dozen years. More recently 
he has been installer repairman COE, 
and toll terminalman. 

Milt has long been interested in coin 
collecting and in recent years has con- 
centrated his interest on gold coins, 
many of which he admires for their 
artistic beauty and skilled mintage. 
Perhaps it is only natural that a man 
of Metcalf’s mechanical skill should ad- 
mire a well designed and struck coin. 

Now that he is putting away the tools 
of the telephone trade, Milt plans to 
relax and enjoy himself and his fellow 
workers hope that he will find his new 
freedom from the workday schedule an 
enjoyable experience. 


® VERNA M. ALEXANDER wrapped 
up a telephone career of over 34 years 
as she retired August 1. All of her 
service has been in Lincoln, in the 
local Commercial department. 

Back in May of 1933 she came to 
LT&T as a teller in the business office. 
A couple of years 
later the words 
“Number 1” were 
added to her title and 
she worked in that 
) classification until 
™.. 1952 when she _ be- 
came a service repre- 
sentative, a job she 
filled until her retire- 


. ment. 
y a _@ Verna has been a 
\ Was faithful employee 


and on only three occasions were her 
service record cards marked with the 
red ink that denotes a sickness disabil- 
ity. These occurred way back in 1938, 
in 1957 and six years ago, in 1961. 

During her service, Verna has seen 
the Capital City and the Company 
undergo many changes. Perhaps the 
most striking has been the change in 
economic climate. When she was first 
employed it was a battle to get people 
to install telephones. Instead, they 
tended to take them out in order to 
“save” every penny possible. Then, in 
the early and middle 1940’s everybody 
wanted a telephone, but because of 
wartime shortages the Company could 
supply only limited numbers of them 
with the desired service. 

Finally Verna has seen the expand- 
ing economy of the post-war years and 
the tremendous growth in telephone 
use and technological advance. 

The good wishes of her many fellow 
workers go with Verna as she starts 
her new career of retirement. 


@ G. JEANNE LYTTON closed a tele- 
phone career of precisely a quarter cen- 
tury Sept. 21, retiring well in advance of 
the mandatory age of 65. She first came 


to our Company in September of 1942 


on 


as a student in the Fairbury Traffic 
department. In a cou- 
ple of months she 
was an “A” operator 
and the following 
=) Ae year an “A & L’ op- 
Pp erator. She remained 
* 7 at Fairbury until the 

telephone exchange 
®- was converted to dial 
operation a year ago, 
when she transferred 
ete ot, ““g, to Lincoln Traffic 

oe “nit ED 

Jeanne hopes to get “lots of rest and 
some travel” and expects to “live a lit- 
tle.’ Her health has been delicate the 
past several years and she has been in 
the hospital three times in the past four 
years. It is hoped that retirement will 
bring her improved health and new 
vigor. 

Jeanne has retained an apartment in 
Fairbury and plans to reside in that 
community. 


@ ERMA E. DILLWORTH ended a 
career with LT&T of exactly 30 years 
as she retired Sept. 18. Because of her 
husband’s transfer to California, she 
found it necessary to leave her employ- 
ment here well ahead of the mandatory 
retirement age of 65. 

Mrs. Dillworth has 
a service date of Sep- 
tember 18, 1937, but 
she first worked for 
LT&T in June of 
1927, starting as a 
student operator in 


Lincoln. 
$ She became an in- 
Nae 4” formation operator 
\ @f / later in the year, then 
\o a clerk and a rural 


- operator and clerk 
the following year. Her duties changed 
to stenographer in 1929 and the title 
was stenographer-secretary in 1939. 

In 1941 marriage brought a name 
change from Hensley to Dillworth, but 
she continued her employment with the 
telephone company, where she now 
bore the title of secretary. She was 
senior secretary in General Traffic in 
1944 and she continued in that depart- 
ment until resigning in 1947. 

A little more than 10 years later, in 
September of 1957, she returned to tele- 
phone work as a service operator in 
area plant, becoming a clerk in 1959. 
She has remained in that capacity ever 
since. 

Erma’s husband has already left Lin- 
coln for his new job assignment and, in 
fact, has been gone for several months. 
She will now join him and it is hoped 
will be happy in her new home and in 
her new situation of retirement. 


AUG-SEPT. OC?V7CC 
Anniversaries 


Beryl Leslie 
Beatrice 


D. R. Joynt E. W. Drewel E. C. Schrank M. L. Pilfold 
Hastings Lincoln Lincoln 
AUGUST 


Ai YEARS Vey S. Kluthe, Beatrice. 

39 YEARS W. R. Knee, Lincoln. 

38 YEARS F. D. Nave, Fairbury. 

34 YEARS Ruth M. Rittenhouse, Lincoln. 

31 YEARS G. T. Henderson, Lincoln. 

27 YEARS Rose E. Denson, Nebraska City. 
26 YEARS J. R. Shipp, Homer E. Olsen, 
Vera M. Sweetser, Lincoln. 

25 YEARS G. E. Eggleston, Auburn; Ferne 
E. Burns, M. E. Royce, R. A. Stall, Lincoln. 
24 YEARS Audrey E. McKeown, Hastings; 
Lillian B. Campbell, Lincoln. 

23 YEARS I. L. Olson, Lincoln. 

22 YEARS C. J. Novak, Crete; A. L. Higgins, 
Lincoln. 

21 YEARS H. C. Rogers, Auburn; B. T. 
Hayes, Hastings; F. L. McCormick, Lincoln; 
Edna D. Komma, Nebraska City, L. R. Reed, 
York. 

20 YEARS D. R. Joynt, Hastings; E. W. 
Drewel, E. C. Schrank, Lincoln; M. L. Pil- 
fold, Weeping Water. 

19 YEARS Lineah H. Johnson, David City; 
G. R. Bossung, M. E. Nickell, Lincoln; H. A. 
Williams, Seward. 

18 YEARS F. L. Kipling, Auburn; B. C. 
Macholan, R. R. Schweitzer, Lincoln; M. D. 
Sorenson, Wahoo. 


17 YEARS G. R. Clifford, Thelma R. Wall, 


Lincoln. 


Erma Dillworth 
Lincoln 


Virginia Coffey 
Seward Lincoln 


16 YEARS Reah F. Churchill, M. K. Welsh, 
Dorothy M. Wise, Alise Zalaiskalns, Lincoln. 


15 YEARS J. A. Rhodes, Ashland; E. P. 
Canarsky, Alvine Upitis, Lincoln; Eileen L. 
Brauer, Virginia E. Coffey, Seward. 


14 YEARS D. L. Fisher, L. D. Jones, L. A. 
Tuxhorn, Lincoln; Betty J. Eaton, J. J. Rich- 
ards, Nebraska City; Irene L. Oltman, Su- 


perior. 


13 YEARS Marilyn M. Skarin, Hastings; 
D. E. Neill, J. H. Shepard, Lincoln. 


12 YEARS L. N. Cox, Crete: W. L. Drake, 
G. L. Laschanzky, Patsy E. Sherman, Lincoln; 
R. L. Luft, Seward; H. K. Studier, Superior. 
11 YEARS N. D. Folkers, Fairbury; B. R. 
Dyer, A. E. Gaylor, L. A. Hardesty, P. L. 


Olson, Lincoin. 
10 YEARS R. L. Weber, Lincoln. 


9 YEARS M. D. Scheele, Beatrice; R. N. 
Bates, Geneva; W. A. Parry, Lincoln. 
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G. E. Eggleston 
Auburn 


D. F. Neeman 


M. E. Royce R. A. Stall 
Lincoln Lincoln 
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Theresa Peters 


L. E. Reighard 
Weeping Water Lincoln Lincoln 
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A. H. B. Seamark 
Lincoln Lincoln 


W. L. Templin 


8 YEARS Bonnie L. Hodtwalker, W. K. Nils- 


son, Lincoln. 


7 YEARS K. D. Cease, Kathleen E. Hart- 
man, C. Carolyn Karcher, D. L. Sedersten, 
L. L. Willet, Lincoln. 


6 YEARS A. D. Farmer, Z. H. Gunn, Lin- 


coln. 


5 YEARS L. E. Svoboda, Hastings; Geraldine 
R. Braasch, W. D. Dughman, Diane G. Lane, 
Helen E. Playter, Lincoln. 


SEPTEMBER 
46 YEARS Eva F. Davis, Weeping Water. 
44 YEARS Herman M. Studier, Lincoln. 
43 YEARS Lydia Jones, Seward, 
Ai YEARS R. D. Andrews, M. C. Walker, 


Lincoln. 
39 YEARS Alex Pauley, York. 
38 YEARS Ruth A. Fleischmann, V. B. Mus- 


selman, Lincoln; Dora Plessel, Seward. 


32 YEARS A. L. Ager, Lincoln. 


eee a ied 
Oo. B. Dill Helen Adermann 
David City Hastings 


M. O. Schneider 
Lincoln Lincoln 


D. Schumann 
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Years 


R. L. Weber 
Lincoln 


31 YEARS E. W. Neujahr, Syracuse. 


30 YEARS Beryl I. Leslie, Beatrice; Erma 
Dillworth, Lincoln. 


26 YEARS M. Gladys Trumble, Lincoln. 

25 YEARS Oscar B. Dill, David City; Helen 
A. Adermann, Hastings; Leta E. Holscher, 
G. Jeanne Lytton, D. W. Utterson, Lincoln. 
24 YEARS Mary A. Tackett, Nebraska City. 
23 YEARS Clara M. Chambers, Hastings; 
Shirley M. Hess, Evelyn M. Parker, Lincoln; 
Lorraine Steckly, Nebraska City. 

22 YEARS John D. Behrns, David City; 
Claud Clary, Jr., George A. Fleck, Duane 
Grove, C. F. Hutchison, Lincoln. 

21 YEARS Nettie P. Baker, Hastings; F. D. 
Hamilton, R. L. Hohnstein; J. D. Lewis, 
D. R. McKean, R. W. Swanson, R. M. White, 
Lincoln. 

20 YEARS Theresa Peters, L. E. Reighard, 
Donnabelle Schumann, M. O. Schneider, 


Lillian B. Sowers, Lincoln. 


Leta Holscher 


L. R. Brown 
Lincoin Lincoin Lincoin 


Jeanne Lytton 


J. A. Rhodes 


T. A. Cantrell 


19 YEARS H. F. Hansen, David City; Velma 
L. Bock, Geneva; J. H. Buck, Hastings; W. E. 
Berkland, W. J. Cotton, Jr., L. G. Ellis, I. C. 
Hellerich, J. L. Ruble, R. R. Wendell, R. E. 
White, Lincoln; J. H. Bauer, Superior. 


18 YEARS G. D. Murrish, G. L. Sinner, 
Hastings; R. H. Hunzeker, Sutton; R. H. 
Berggren, Wahoo. 

17 YEARS R. D. Lemkau, Beatrice; John 
Dittenber, J. W. Landenberger, R. J. Turner, 
Lincoln. 

16 YEARS P. M. Bailey, R. E. Kennedy, 
W. A. Weygint, Lincoln; Bonnie B. Teel, 
Nebraska City. 

15 YEARS T. E. Fuller, D. F. Neemann, 
A. H. Seamark, W. L. Templin, Margaret A. 


Underwood, Lincoln. 


14 YEARS H. Furr, D. D. Manson, Lincoln. 


13 YEARS J. S. Ehlers, R. E. Sorensen, Lin- 
coln; D. L. Yarmon, Wahoo. 
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D. W. Utterson 
Lincoln Lincoln Lincoln 


E. P. Canarsky 
Ashland Lincoln 


J. M. lrons 


W. R. Behrns 
Wahoo 


Alvine Upitis Eileen Brauer 
Lincoln Seward 


J. E. Guilkey R. G. Zeigler 
Superior Superior 


12 YEARS E. F. Eitzmann, Auburn; Nina H. 
Anderson, W. R. Bartels, L. W. Scholl, C. B. 
Sieck, Lincoln. 

11 YEARS Paul F. Singleton, Lincoln. 


10 YEARS L. R. Brown, T. A. Cantrell, Jr., 
J. M. Irons, Lincoln; J. E. Guilkey, R. G. 
Zeigler, Superior. 

9 YEARS E. T. Divis, David City; R. J. 
Anthony, Mary A. Carmichael, E. L. Fitz- 
gibbons, L. R. Konz, A. R. Walla, Lincoln. 


8 YEARS V. D. Clayton, R. C. Halvorsen, 
Mary E. Schellpeper, Lincoln. 


7 YEARS G. L. Drullinger, R. E. Farnsworth, 
R. C. Johnson, Betty L. Tucker, D. D. Wiet- 
ing, Lincoln; Helen D. Osterholm, Platts- 
mouth. 


6 YEARS Barbara A. Potter, Lincoln; Vera J. 
Patterson, Weeping Water. 

5 YEARS Alta Mae Akers, Loma J. Critch- 
field, Donna J. Glascock, Marvin A. Nitzel, 


James Stopek, Lincoln. 


Mew Cryeloyees 


Plant 
Diane K. Beason....Sten., Supply .......- 7-20 
D. D. Chapman...... Grass Corn. secs: 7-11 
LaVonna M. Ser. Opr., 
EVGiS auctcnshiccseas Area Plant ........ 6-29 
Celie J. Ferron...... Ser Opr., 
Area Plant ........ 7-10 
B. K. Hagen.......... Grdn., ‘Con. 22.212. 7-24 
Barbara. E.. Hunt...:Sten., Supply ...2.. 7-10 
JoAnn Lefever.......- Sten., Supply ........ 7-10 
DD Lo IWGP ithe eccean Grdn., Hastings 
GOT steams 7-24 
L. E. Stolzenburg....Grdn., Beatrice 
Oo | «ene 7-17 
Traffic 
Catherine 
Anderson ......-.-- Opr., Hastings ....7-11 
Etricia L. : 
Bozeman ........-. Opr., Lincoln ...... 7-11 
Connie A. Brown....Opr., Lincoln ...... 7-24 
Sandra K. Cobb.....- Opr., Lincoln ...... 7-11 


Lonnie S. Crosby....Opr., Lincoln ...... 7-24 
Mary J. Fangman..Opr., P.T., 


ETRCOIMM: -ssecuee 7-10 
Kathleen L. Gregg.-Opr., Lincoln ...... 7-11 
Peggy J. Groves...... Opr:, Lincoln ccc, 7-17 
Candice L. Hegel....Opr., Lincoln ........ 7-17 


Alice M. Housh...... Opr., Nebr. City ..7-17 
Sandra S. 


Jarolimek .......... Opr., Hastings ....7-11] 
Donna K. Jones...... Opr,, Lincolin:..z..... 7-24 
Loretta J. Lingard..Opr., Lincoln ........ 7-10 
Priscilla L. 

Marshall ........-. Opr., Lincoln: 2.22.2 7-17 
Margaret E. 

Merrigan .......... or, Lincoln: acc. 7-24 
JoAnne 

Moshiri-Fard ....Opr., Lincoln ........ 7-10 
Lana J... Poitz..2..2.- Opt, Lintoly wc. 7-24 
Mona M. Ruder.....- Opn; “Lincoln cc J=24 
Barbara L. Widick..Opr., Lincoln ........ 7-11 
Judy K. Wredt...... Opr., Nebr. City ..7-17 
Rebecca S. Zillig....Opr., Seward ........ 6-30 

Commercial 
Kathy S. 
Neiswanger .....- Stenographer ._.......8-2] 
Personnel 
George Personnel 
Mayberry, Jr. ..... Assistant .......... 8-16 
Plant 
Jack L. Davall........ (Srani.» Oni. scccccuss 8-2] 
LE. E. Aaithicccc sce. 5 Grdn:; Gor..2ccice: 8- | 
Robert A. Grdn., Con.- 

Hotfnian: ..<..-..-. Plastinigs =... 8-23 
Gordon L. Johnson..Grdn., Con. ......-... 8-28 
J. RY Keogn:...csc. es Frmn., Hastings ....8- 7 
Jane B. Knox.......... Ser, “OPT... 2lciscenvccse 8-14 
Pamela S. Slocum..Ser. Opr. .............8- 7 

Traffic 
Deborah L. Opr., P:T:, 
AIDVOHGE: -zcsccdiess ICOIA, weicecceeas 8-22 


Shirley N. Blocher..Opr., P.T., 


LANIGOWA eS cecssdex 

Carol A. Blythe...... Optu. Pe T., 

LINCOM: sciedareoztes 

Roberta A. 

BROGIEY: sccceseececs Opr:, Lincoln --...... 
Rosalind Bradley....Opr., Lincoln ...... 
*Sharon D. Opr., P.T., 
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Almost 60 per cent of all dwelling 
fires start in living rooms or 
kitchens, according to National Fire 


Protection Association research. 


Promotions, 


Transfers, 


Title Changes 


Plant 

T. R. Chambers, lineman, trencher opera- 
tor to splicer’s helper, Construction. 

T. E. Duba, groundman_ to 
trencher operator, Construction. 

A. A. Durr, splicer, Construction to com- 
binationman, Nebraska City. 

Clara C. Edwards, stenographer, Supply to 
advanced clerical, Construction. 

Shirley M. Hess, secretary to advanced 
clerical, Construction. 

C. D. Hodgkin, splicer’s helper, Lincoln 
to splicer, Nebraska City. 

A. F. Kavan, frameman, Hastings to 
splicer’s helper, Lincoln Construction. 

Dorothy M. Wise, advanced clerical to 
secretary, Construction. 

Traffic 

Thayer E. Cotner, operator to C.O. clerk. 

Delone J. Rice, operator to S.A. 

Geraldine A. Skuce, operator to S.A. 


lineman, 


Commercial 

Rodney A. Cassner, Garage Serviceman 

to Coin Collector. 
Engineering 

N. C. Duer, Engineer to Field Engineer. 

C. C. Eitzmann, Engineer to Field Engi- 
neer. 

J. B. Gray, Engineer to Field Engineer. 

G. E. McCown, Engineer to Field Engi- 
neer. 

Ivan Tyrrell, Engineer to Field Engineer. 

Plant 

Gary D. Busch, Coin Collector to Frame- 
man. 

Larry G. Davis, Advanced Clerical to As- 
sistant Chief Clerk. 

Gilbert M. Farnsworth, Janitor to Ground: 
man. 

Richard L. Gable, Garage Serviceman to 
Janitor. 

Charles A. Hansen, Assistant Chief Clerk 
to Shop and Storeroom Supervisor. 

Jimmie M. Irons, Combinationman_ to 
Switchman. 

Gwen L. Rena, Service Operator to Clerk. 

David Snyder, Combinationman to Ware- 
houseman. 

Marvin K. Welsh, Toll Terminal Radio- 
man to Testman. 

Traffic 

Judith A. Gratopp, Operator to Service 
Assistant. 

Mary B. Martensen, Operator to Service 
Assistant. 

Geraldine A. Skuce, Operator to Service 
Assistant. 

Annabelle Tomkiewicz, Operator to Ser- 
vice Assistant. 

Minnie J. Zeller, Operator to Service As- 
sistant. 


The Areas. 


Auburn Area 
by Dorothy Biggerstaff 

August vacationers have returned to work. 
Erman Wheatcraft and family spent a few 
days in the Black Hills during his first week 
and most of the second week was spent tak- 
ing part in the Centennial Pageant... Marcus 
Johnson was in Canada fishing . Yours 
Truly spent three weeks at home relaxing 
and pursuing hobbies. AnnaBelle Redfern is 
filling in for commercial office vacations ... 
Nemaha County Centennial celebration has 
been here and gone and so are the bewhis- 
kered gentlemen at the office with the excep- 
tion of George Eggleston and Harry Rogers 
who are looking pretty trimmed down but 
very stylish ... Visitors during August were 
Ken Clinefelter and Irene Combs .. . Ivan 
Haith of Humboldt and Fenton Kipling of 
Auburn attended three days of CATV train- 
ing in Lincoln . George Eggleston’s two 
little granddaughters were spending their two 
weeks vacation with their grandparents. 

Marcelene and Marvin Behrends attended 
the Little Britches Rodeo in Massena, Iowa 
July 22 and 23. They were accompanied by 
eight other people and enjoyed camping on 
the grounds with a ringside seat to the rodeo 

. . Golfers from the Tecumseh area played 
a match with golfers from the Auburn area 
on the Auburn Country Club’s new grass 
greens. The team from Tecumseh consisted 
of Ted Husing, Willie Walke, Dick McCoy, 
Don Meister and Dick Fischer, Pawnee City. 
The Auburn team was George Eggleston, Bud 
Wheatcraft and Fenton Kipling, and was 
spiked with Dick Fischer. A steak dinner 
followed. Results of the match were not pub- 
lished but a rematch is already being planned 

. . George Eggleston accompanied the Ne- 
maha County Centennial caravan to Nebraska 
City to plug the centennial pageant .. . Floyd 
Tibbles is back from a two weeks vacation 
which was spent resting at home. Other va- 
cationers are Fenton Kipling, who is spending 
much of his two weeks on the golf course 
and Mike Carr, three weeks of fishing, gar- 
dening and relaxing at home... Floyd Tib- 
bles attended the capping services of the 
Licensed Practical Nurses training class in 
Omaha. Floyd’s sister received her cap and 
made the acceptance speech for the class... 
Jack and Viola Little went to Omaha to the 
Ray Bolger show at the Ak-Sar-Ben. 


Beatrice Area 


by Irma Arnold 

The thrill of wearing the new off a brand 
new car! Sandy Souders and family are doing 
just that to a shiny blue '67 Ford and really 
enjoying it... Sophia Witcofski, and daugh- 
ter, Peggy, were in Denver over a recent 
weekend visiting another daughter ... Ruth 
Diekmann and husband vacationed at home 
part of the time but also made a trip to Wood- 
bine, Kansas to visit relatives, also a trip to 
Lincoln to shop and visit relatives ... Loris 
and LaVerne Pohlenz enjoyed a week's vaca- 
tion, relaxing at home. Their daughter, Sue, 
had a friend from Lincoln visiting her during 
that week ... Dianne Prall tock in the Diller 
and Plymouth picnics and also enjoyed the 
crowds at the stock car races in Beatrice and 
Fairbury . . Loris and Dianne are both in 
Commercial ... Virginia Coon flew to Spo- 
kane, Washington to visit her daughter and 
husband. Virginia attended the Civil Service 
employees’ open house at Fairchild Air Base 
and took several worthwhile sight-seeing 


AROUND 


THE CIRCUIT 


trips. Among them included Coulee Dam, 
Sun Lakes National Park, Summer Falls, 
Bank Lakes, Newport Resorts and a trip to 
Couer d’ Alene, Idaho .. . Katie Traeger said 
she slept one whole week of her vacation. 
What bliss! The following week Katie and 
husband took their daughter to the Children’s 
Zoo in Lincoln. The Traegers then took a 
trip through the Black Hills and enjoyed it 
very much ... Jack Billings, of Plant Dept., 
took a vacation, but didn’t say what he did. 


Ruth and Ralph Diekmann visited friends 
on their vacation and also enjoyed a sight- 
seeing trip in Canada. They did some fishing 
while there—Ruth said they did not catch 
any big ones but sure did enjoy themselves. 
... Myrtle and George Janssen, with another 
couple, traveled through the Black Hills on 
their vacation. They drove up very steep 
drives to see Bill Hickok’s grave and attended 
the show of the story of his life and his 
death. Myrtle said they didn’t miss much as 
they stopped to see everything of interest. In 
Custer they saw the man who is carving 
‘Custer on His Horse,’ out of rock, which 
promises to be even greater than Mount 
Rushmore. They were in Lincoln to see ‘‘The 
Sound of Music.” Myrtle also entertained her 
grandchildren, who live in Lincoln, for a 
part of her vacation—they went bowling, took 
in the County Fair, etc. ... Dorothy Trauer- 
nicht was in Wilber for the Czech festival. 
Dorothy and family vacationed at the Lake 
of the Ozarks, fishing and boating. ... Katie 
Widick and Veronica Siske attended the Pio- 
neer Ladies theatre party in Omaha with din- 
ner after the show. They enjoyed very much 
seeing the show ‘‘Modern Millie.” ... Mable 
Wieting was in Seattle, Washington, during 
her vacation visiting in the homes of a son 
and daughter and their families. She shopped 
one day in the large mall in Tacoma. She also 
had the pleasure of seeing two grandsons win 
ribbons in a swimming meet. Mable went 
camping one night with another grandson 
and a group of Boy Scouts up in mountains. 
... Mary Goracke of Commercial was pleased 
to have as a week-end guest, her sister, Bar- 
bara Gattermeyer, from Columbus. They en- 
joyed a get-together with two other sisters, 
and their families, in Steinauer with rela- 
tives. . . . Dianne Prall enjoyed an evening 
at the Black Coach Inn in Lincoln and hear- 
ing the folk singers, Hiram Higgsby and 
Carol Anderson. ... Loris Pohlenz and fam- 
ily were in Wilber for the stock car races. 
Wherever stock cars race, Loris can be found. 

. And from the Plant Department comes 
this news. ... Al Parde and family were in 
California for a vacation. ... Norman ‘Pete’ 
Peterson and family were in Colorado for 
their vacation. . Red Turner’s wife is a 
meter maid and up-to-date he has been is- 
sued three violation tickets. The last one he 
got while he was picking up rolls that she 
had ordered at the bakery. 


Fairbury Area 
by Lois Godfrey 
Mandane Reid and Ricka Schenk vacationed 
in Wichita, Kansas with Mandane’s relatives 
... John Brockmeyer spent his time at home 
tearing down his old garage and finishing the 
new one and also got a new car to put in it 
.. Dick Leonard vacationed at home working 
on his house ... Lyle Schmit spent his vaca- 
tion painting his mother’s house in Hebron 
... Mike Danaher visited his mother in David 
City and fished, swam and went boating at 
Lovewell dam .. . Yours Truly visited rela- 
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tives at Leigh, Nebraska and Cherokee, Iowa 
... Neil Brauch has been working at Tecum- 
seh helping install Cable TV ... Dick Leon- 
ard, Ronnie Francis and Wes Anderson and 
their families enjoyed boating and swimming 
at Lovewell Dam ... Floyd Nave is enjoying 
his new camper, and has been motorcycle 
racing every Sunday this summer. 

Vacationers are M. J. Danaher and family 
who spent some time at Lovewell dam and 
the rest of the vacation in Colorado ; 
Sylvestor Nespor and family visited rela- 
tives in Chicago, Ill. . . . Wes Anderson 
and family camped and boated in Colorado, 
South Dakota, and Nebraska Ronnie 
Francis and family took a camping trip and 
expected to go as far as Yellowstone Park... 
Velda Wagner and family visited her brother 
and saw the sights in and around Fort Col- 
lins, Colorado . Yours Truly and family 
visited in Oklahoma and Texas .. . Mandane 
Reid entertained her brother and wife from 
Goodland, Kansas and her niece and family 
from Wichita, Kansas ... Floyd Nave, John 
Brockmeyer and N. D. Folkers attended CATV 
school in Lincoln ... Recent visitors in the 
office were Fred Schroeder and Fred Mc- 
Cormick from the Lincoln office. 


Hebron Area 


by Fern Pool 

Some of the Hebron employees are still 
enjoying vacation. Valores Raatz and family 
visited the Ozarks four days in the first part 
of July... Norbert Finke and Harold Saathoff 
have returned from their two weeks training 
with the National Guards ... Gary Pool, son 
of Fern Pool, is one of the boys who is out 
for football. Richard Birdsley, cousin of Bill 
Birdsley, has joined the faculty in Hebron 
this year, as one of the assistant football 
coaches ... Fred McCormick has been work- 
ing in Hebron a couple of days, also Bill 
Birdsley has been working in the local office 
for three weeks ... Hebron’s Centennial came 
off with flying colors, the weather has co- 
operated with all the Centennial celebrations 
in this area. 

Wauneta Schmit motored to Hastngs and 
brought her brother back home with her for 
a short visit. The rest of her vacation was 
spent in Lincoln visiting her daughter and 
family. While she was in Lincoln, Wauneta 
became grandmother with the arrival of a 
granddaughter Rex Montgomery and 
family took two weeks vacation in California 
visiting his brother and also many scenic 
places ... Ernie Wellman, retired area man- 
ager and Bob Miller have been fishing at 
Harlan County reservoir. One night they 
caught 218 white bass. They spent a few 
hours cleaning fish too! Everyone in 
Thayer county has been thinking Centennial 
and this applies to the Hebron employees, 
too. A few have entered into parades. 


Nebraska City Area 

by Betty Christensen 
Vacations (and we hope we haven't over- 
looked anyone): Adele Ganzel camped and 
fished at Hickman for two weeks. Betty 
Christensen spent two weeks in Colorado ... 
Eva Schmidt and Evelyn Densrn spent two 
weeks camping in Rocky Mountain National 
Park and Black Canyon at Gunnison, Colo- 
rado. Elaine Teten enjoyed a 4,009 mile trip 
which included attending the Klondike Pa- 
rade in Edmonton, Canada .. . Ed Ernst 
visited the children in Illinois Robert 
Culver took a trip to Salt Lake City where 
relatives got together Dorothy Everett 
spent a week at Spicer Resort in Minnesota 


and the other at Lake Dallas, Texas visiting 
their daughter and family ... Mary Tacket 
visited relatives at Sac City. Iowa, during her 
two weeks. Vaida Kane enjoyed a week and 
spent some time at Des Moines, Iowa 
Helen Bossung camped and fished a week at 
Ogallala ... Lorraine Steckley just relaxed 
and enjoyed her two weeks at home ... 
Mary Ross enjoyed the Black Hills and Den- 
ver her two weeks ... Robert Smith spent a 
week at Lake Okoboji... John Richards and 
Lonnie Husing both enjoyed time at home 
and fishing . .. Bonnie Teel enjoyed a week 
and Cleora Lawrence spent her two weeks at 
home. By the way, Cleora and her family 
have kept us all in corn, tomatoes, green 
beans, etc. this summer ... Mr. and Mrs. 
Warren Eltiste attended the wedding of their 
son, Ronald, to Sandra Epp, of Wymore on 
August 20... Juanita Ettleman is wearing 
a big smile on her face and for good reason. 
Her son, Gary, has been accepted for physical 
therapy studies at Mayo Clinic in Rochester, 
Minnesota, which certainly is quite an honor 
... Many of our folks attended the Ak-Sar- 
Ben show in Omaha featuring Pat Boone. 
Kirby Eltiste will attend Wayne State College 
this fall and Johnny Lant, who worked for 
the Company this summer will soon leave for 
Milford Training School ... Among the re- 
tired employees, congratulations are extended 
to Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Lant who celebrated 
their 6lst wedding anniversary in August... 
Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Letellier did some camp- 
ing and fishing at Johnson Lake and Harlan 
County Dam and are enjoying their camper 
. . . Mr. and Mrs. DeRoy Helfer are seen 
riding around in a new Studebaker ... Lil- 
lian Bader has been helping out in a clothing 
store at Nebraska City during vacations this 
summer. 


Seward Area 
by Helen Norwood 
June and July rate high here for vacations. 
Catherine Wehenkel and family camped and 
fished at Seedhouse camping ground north 
of Steamboat Springs, Colorado. They went 
Sight-seeing through Estes Park and Thomp- 
son Canyon in Colorado and caught 77 trout 
. . . Pixie Welsh and her mother decided to 
“rough it’? and do some camping at Harlan 
Dam ... Mike Svoboda just leisured around 
and visited relatives around this area , 
Wayne Menze stayed at home ... Mr. Don 
Rutledge spent two weeks on the golf course 
. Bob Luft and family took their camper 
and went to Lake Maloney near North Platte, 
Nebraska. Bob had the distinguished honor 
of getting the ‘‘Master Angler Award.” He 
caught a 14 pound eight ounce channel cat at 
Johnson Lake ... Harry Hill and family went 
to Cedar Bluffs, Nebraska for a week. While 
there, they attended a family reunion of his 
wife’s relatives . .. Elmer Bean and family 
camped and fished at Johnson Lake and also 
painted their new home... Eleanore Schutz 
visited her mother in Elwood, Nebraska . .. 
Arlene Reetz visited in Kansas .. . Helen 
Norwood and husband went via plane to San 
Jose, California to visit relatives and sightsee. 
Highlights of the trip were Yosem-te Park, 
San Francisco, and the 17-mile drive along 
the ocean to Carmel, California. They saw 
Liberace perform in person at Lake Tahoe, 
California. He wore, among other beautiful 
sequined clothes, a $10,000 suit with real di- 
amond buttons and the audience had a chance 
to catch a glimpse of his diamong ring made 
in the shape of a piano... Jerry Bozac has 
been home recuperating. We welcome back 
Virginia Coffee and Ruth Baumbach after 
illnesses. 


Sutton Area 
by Catherine Cassell 

Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Kermoade went to Kan- 
sas City, Missouri September 26 and entered 
their son David into Art School... Margaret 
Nagle and family spent some time fishing 
while on vacation . Mr. and Mrs. C. H. 
Kermoade went to Franklin, Arkansas for 
several days while on vacation. 


Syracuse Area 


by Norma Jean Dettmer 


It has been quite some time since we have 
made the ‘“‘News’” but our happenings are few 
and far between until vacation time ... We 
did have a bit of excitement in June when a 
twister went through our exchanges and also 
Syracuse tearing out trees and telephone 
lines. We had quite a mess for several days 
. . . Donald Jacobson and family visited with 
an Army buddy in Washington while on va- 
cation. Enroute they enjoyed the scenery with 
stops at Scottsbluff, Tetons, Yellowstone Park, 
Salt Lake City and Colorado. Norma Jean 
Dettmer and family spent an enjoyable two 
weeks camping in Colorado. A highlight of 
the trip was the day spent on the narrow 
gauge train going from Durango to Silverton 
and back ... Our retired ladies have all had 
their ins and outs at the hospital. Those who 
were in the hospital at Syracuse were Iva 
Clary, Marguerite Bray and Belva Butler. 
Undergoing eye surgery at Bryan Memorial 
Hospital in Lincoln was Sophia Windels. 


Tecumseh Area 
by LaVeda Bohling 


Ivan Livingston enjoyed a three weeks va- 
cation fishing in Minnesota. No stories on 
the big fish that got away ... Don and Madge 
Hestor and girls took a vacation trip to Ogal- 
lala and Minden, Nebr. . . . LaVeda Bohling 
enjoyed a two weeks vacation. Some time was 
spent at home painting the house and a few 
days were enjoyed with the family on a trip 
to Minnesota, and a thank you to Betty 
Fischer of Pawnee City for substituting at 
the Tecumseh office . Shirley and Dick 
McCoy and family enjoyed a Nebraskaland 
vacation, visiting points of interest such as 
Scottsbluff and Nebraska National Forest... 
Waldo Harrington experienced a_ successful 
antique sale ... Don Meister, Dean Keedy of 
Tecumseh and Mr. R. H. Fischer, Exchange 
Manager of Pawnee City attended the CATV 
school in Lincoln . .. Don Meister is busy 
helping with CATV, which is coming to 
Pawnee City. 
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Data Processing Center 
by Evette Juengel 


Most of our news, like all the other columns, 
revolves around one word—vacations! Roger 
Ehrlich and family drove to the Black Hills. 
Seems the kids really enjoyed camping out! 
. . . Vince and Mary Ann Clayton drove to 
St. Louis where they viewed The Gateway 
Arch, rode the world’s largest steamboat down 
the Mississippi River, the U.S.S. Admiral. And, 
of course, they attended some baseball games 

. Zigrida Taurins and family spent three 
weeks in Wisconsin and Michigan ... The 
Oeltjens vacationed around Topeka and man- 
aged to attend a family reunion and to see 
the Topeka Zoo ... Wayne Stahly and his 
family spent a week in east Iowa and then 
went to Flint, Michigan. While in Flint, they 
toured the Buick automobile factory ... Del 
Vanderbeek painted the trim on his house 
vacationing??! . . . Jo Ann Templeton went 
through the Black Hills, journeyed on through 
Yellowstone National Park. She and rela- 
tives came home by way of The Royal Gorge 
. . . The J. L. Cherry's went to scenic 
Colorado for a week ... Kay Bayless cele- 
brated a birthday August 8 ... Del Vander- 
beek has been troubled by his inability to 
improve his golf game. He hit upon a great 
idea. His trouble was in the golf clubs. Now 
a new set of golf cluvs later and you guessed 
it, we find he is still complaining ... Frank 
Hilsabeck’s wife, Sandy, had a birthday Au- 
gust i0. They ceiebrated at the Esquire Club 

.. JO Ann Templeton celebrated her birth- 
day with a houseful of guests on August 
16... Frank Hilsabeck and family went to 
Holdrege to celebrate his parent’s anniver- 
sary. Frank entered the golf tournament 
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Beaver Crossing 


Gets New Equipment 


@ NEW TELEPHONE equipment was 
placed in service at Beaver Crossing on 
August 1. The cutover came at 9 o’clock 
that morning as old relay type equip- 
ment was disconnected and removed 
from the building to be junked. It was 
the last of the big relay boards in LT&T 
territory. 

Replacement brings about a moderni- 
zation of equipment and some number 
changes for the exchange. 

The cutover was accomplished with 
no unforeseen difficulties. One of the 
toughest jobs was pushing the heavy 
relay boards out of the tiny building 
after they had been disconnected. 

The change brings to Beaver Crossing 
modern and efficient telephone equip- 
ment. 


while there and much to his delight, he won!! 
: . Vince Clayton had a birthday August 
19 .. . Larry and Jan Willet helped his 
brother and wife celebrate their first wedding 
anniversary in Omaha at The Venice Inn... 
We want to welcome officially to the office 
Ron Carlson. He became fully accepted only 
three days after he started working when he 
brought ‘‘birthday’”’ rolls The Bayless’ 
entertained Kay’s brother and his family, who 
were here visiting from Ohio, out at Lee’s one 
evening . . The Oeltjen children attended 
the circus August 29 . . Bill Nuttieman 
played golf on his birthday at the Colonial 
Inn Golf Course. Another golf enthusiast is 
Larry Willet. He went up to the Fontenelle 
Golf Course in Omaha ... Two proud people 
in our office are owners of new cars. Kay 
Bayless and husband bought a new 1968 Bu- 
ick. Del Vanderbeek purchased a second car, 
a 1963 red VW. Roger Ehrlich describes it as 
one of those ten-minute wash and wax jobs! 


Disbursement Accounting 
by Kathleen Sullivan 

Have you heard the word? It’s fun in the 
hot Nebraska sun!!! Annette Wunderlich 
spent a weekend with girl friends camping 
out at the Hickman Lake. They cooked their 
meals outside and the whole bit. They really 
roughed it. Kathy Hartman spent a week of 
her vacation touring all of Colorado. July 4 
Mila Guenther and family went picnicking and 
shot off their fireworks. By the way Mila is 
really shedding those pounds. She’s lost 15 
pounds since June lst. Golfing, swimming, 
sunning, and partying have kept Larry Jones 
in usual form this summer... Ethel Daharsh 
spent her vacation buzzing around in her 
Mustang. Ethel won first place in the Mus- 
tang Rally in Swedesburg. Just call her 
“Mustang Millie.’ George Hunt and family 
spent the fourth of July at Linoma Beach 
soaking up the sun and some suds!! Mt. 
Rushmore here we come was the cry of the 
Don Piersol family. They took in Chadron 
State Park as well as the Black Hills 
Back with us again this summer is Lynn 
Holcomb. Lucky for us her temper doesn’t 
match her red hair!! Lynn says she has been 
shopping and spending all the money she is 
making this summer. Join the crowd Lynn! ! 
Kathy Sullivan made a flying trip to Denver 
to see her boy friend who made a flying trip 
to Seattle!! What sort of deal is that? .. . 
Want to buy a new house? Why not? Dick 
Yost is boasting a new home on 43rd and “‘C” 
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Out come the picks and into operation goes the 
new board at Beaver Crossing. 


t 


Street. Wedgewood is the site of the new 
Bob Tyler home. They sound pretty nifty. 
Annette Wunderlich didn’t fall out of the sky 
on her flight to Hampton, Va. to visit her 
family. But she did fall out of a canoe one 
night while crossing Holmes Lake... John 
Backstrom is the proud new owner of a 
bronze with black vinyl top 1967 Cutlass. 


Disbursement Accounting 
by Annette Wunderlich 

Did you hear about George Hunt? He spent 
his vacation clowning around. Yeah! At the 
Centennial Parade in Hebron, at the Czech 
Festival Parade in Wilber and at the Shrine 
Football Parade—he’s a Shrine clown ; 
Don Piersol tells us he scarcely made the 
return trip from The Black Hills. You see, 
the children turned into rock collectors. Try 
Charlie Lindgren’s head, kiddies. He painted 
his house during his vacation. That’s not the 
real news—he and his family went snake 
collecting in South Dakota or so he tells us 

. . By-the-way, Don’s working on the Jay- 
cee’s Fund Raising Circus for which he is 
Director-in-Charge ... Dick and Marie Yost 
have just returned from a camping trip to 
and from Cheyenne, Wyoming via Yellowstone 
Park and Grand Tetons (they saw 14 bears 
but none were man-eaters) to visit friends 
in the Air Force ... John Backstrom’s daugh- 
ter had a 7 lb. 9 oz. boy. His wife flew to 
Virginia to see them ... Esther Jewell was 
in Fairmont during her vacation visiting her 
mother . .. Dianne Radenslaben and hubby 
camped out at Fremont Lake during her va- 
cation. They were in Ogallala for a wedding 
at which Terry was best man. Terry, inci- 
dentally, starts student teaching this fall... 
Mila Guenther and family flew to Rapid City, 
South Dakota and then drove to the Black 
Hills the 24th, on the return trip stopped at 
Denver over night .. . “Andy,” as Annette 
Schultz is called, went to Gavins Point with 
her fiancee, Bob. They plan to be married 
next February ... Ethel Daharsh spent her 
vacation in Wahoo ... relaxing ... Lynn 
Holcomb is returning to Wesleyan for her 
Junior year where she majors in head-shrink- 
ing. As she is Vice President of Delta Zeta 
Sorority, she is busy preparing for rush week 
: Marge Hester vacationed in Abilene, 
Texas. They took the Missouri, Louisiana, 
Arkansas route back ... Kathy Sullivan, An- 
nette Wunderlich and friends went camping 
in a farm pasture outside of Denton the 
week-end of the 12th. Sullivan was chief 


cook and bottle drinker. She was also in a 
horse show the 19th. Since that was her 
birthday, a party was given in her honor 
that evening . Kathy Hartman, Annette 
Wunderlich and members of the Lincoln 
Catholic Social Group went to Fremont to 
swim and visit Kathy’s brother, Ken, for 


watermelon, fun and games... Bob Clifford 
became a grandfather August 6. His daugh- 
ter, Caroline, had a little girl, Becky ... Mr. 


Spohn’s daughter is now in Munich, Germany 
visiting distant relatives. Small world, no!! 

. Estelle Foght vacationed in Wisconsin, 
Minnesota and Denver where she experi- 
enced an earthquake. Then it was off to her 
niece’s farm in Topeka, Kansas and a little 
farming (?) . Bob Tyler is working with 
Don on the Jaycee’s Fund Raising Circus. 
Guess how he vacationed? Seeding his brand 
new lawn. Isn’t landscaping fun, everybody? 


Plant 


Area Plant Office and Swifchboard 


by Dorothy Miller 


R. W. Blackford, Area Plant Supervisor, 
spent a week of vacation in July by working 
around the house and getting in a little fish- 
ing ... Shirley (Mills) Hotchkiss, a former 
employee in the Wire Chief’s Department, 
paid us a visit . Gary Baum, 20th and 
Sumner office, journeyed to Manitoba, Canada 
for a fishing trip ... Ivan Hellerich, 20th and 
Sumner office, vacationed by taking a trip 
to Lake Okoboji, Minnesota, and Gavins 
Point ... Vern Scholl, 20th and Sumner of- 
fice, spent his vacation at home entertaining 
relatives from Missouri and Kansas. He also 
painted the trim on his house .. . Ken Darby, 
20th and Sumner office, flew to Kansas City 
on a 727 Jet and spent the second week of his 
vacation at the lake ... Bob Wilbur, 48th and 
South office, spent his vacation with his wife 
and daughter in Wyoming. They visited an 
uncle who has a lodge in the Teton Moun- 
tains, where they enjoyed Elk steaks and 
trout. After spending a few days in Yellow- 
stone, they drove through the Big Horn moun- 
tains, on through the Bla¢k Hills and to Sioux 
City to visit a sister before returning to Lin- 
coln ...Clem Bottorff, 48th and South office, 
travelled to Durham, North Carolina to visit 
his son and family. The Bottorffs also at- 
tended the National Square Dance Convention 
in’ Philadelphia . . M. O. Ifland, 48th and 
South office, vacationed by taking a trip to 
the Ozarks. From there they drove to Gal- 
veston, Texas where his family renewed their 
skills in swimming and surfing in the Gulf. 
A few days were spent shopping in Old 
Mexico. 


Custodial Department 
by Velma Schaaf 


We are very happy to have George King 
and Marie Rowell back with us following sick 


leave. Both had major surgery .. . Helen 
Martin has been convalescing following sur- 
gery ... Rose Marie Van Arsdall and family 


attended funeral services for an uncle in 
Denver, Colorado . Paul Radebaugh and 
wife visited their son in Alabama, where he 
is in the service ... Bert Baird and family 
spent a few days of their vacation in Missouri. 
Charlie Bennet and family visited his parents 
in Louisiana. Mary Johnson reported a very 
nice vacation. June Burkey attended the 
wedding of her niece at Milford . . . Yours 
Truly spent my vacation at Dubuque, Iowa 
and also went to see ‘‘The House on the 
Bank’”’ at Dodgeville, Wisconsin This aston- 
ishing house of extreme design is built atop 
a massive chimney-shaped rock called ‘‘Deer 
Shelter” and now covers the entire 70 feet by 
200 feet of surface on the rock. With four 
different levels and 13 rooms it is built 
largely of native stone quarried nearby and 
welded to the rock with 2,000 tons of stone 
and mortar and 15,000 feet of steel cable ... 
A daughter, Shirley, and two grandchildren 
came home for a week's visit. 
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Supply Department 


by Nancy Buck 


There have been many vacations in Supply. 
Included are the following: Red Hoaglin: His 
son was home on leave from the Navy so he 
enjoyed his vacation at home .. . Phil Miller 
visited his two brothers in Washington State 
and did some fishing. He also visited Van- 
couver, B.C. ... Richard Grant went to Estes 
Park, Colorado Bill Rosenthal stayed 
home and had a nice visit with his daughter 
and family from California . . . Dale Heiliger 
attended a Barber Shop Quartet meeting in 
Denver, Colorado .. . Lee Merritt stayed home 
and did a lot of relaxing ... Rex King also 
stayed home and relaxed .. . Ron Foltz went 
to South Dakota and toured Nebraska . ; 
G. A. Ketterer went to St. Paul, Minnesota 
... John Huls went to Oregon . . . Lester 
Ellis took a tour of good old Nebraska ... 
Glenn Melson visited their son Dr. G. Leland 
Melson who is in residency for two years at 
the National Institute of Health at Bethesda, 
Maryland, and also visited Annapolis, Mary- 
land, Alexandria and Mount Vernon, Virginia 
and the White House. They attended a Ne- 
braska Breakfast held in the Rayburn Build- 
ing and visited both the House of Repre- 
sentatives and Senate in session. Also visited 
their daughter and husband, Dr. Ramon W. 
Schmidt at Shawnee Mission, Kansas 
Jack Tracy was on a two-week vacation 
staying home, painting and doing some fish- 
ing ... Denise Baker has changed her last 
name to Gude as of July 14... . Henry Filbert 
flew to Seattle, Washington on his two week 
vacation . . . Ivan Olson went to Illinois and 
Ohio to visit his daughter and to sight-see... 
Bill Weygint took it easy at home. . . George 
Placek worked around home and did a lot of 
relaxing ... Bill Knee went to Estes Park in 
Colorado Chick Story stayed around 
home working and relaxing .. . Dick Hardt 
went to Western Nebraska to visit relatives 

. . Charlie Shuler took two weeks vacation 
watching the horses ... Welton Grant went 
on a month's vacation, working at home and 
going to Minnesota ... Dick Morrissey and 
wife have a new baby girl. He went on two 
weeks vacation just to work around home. 
We would like to express our deep sympathy 
to Kent Eno in the passing of his mother 

. . Russ Rauch and wife took a four-week 
vacation traveling through Yellowstone Park, 

lacier Park, Lake Louise in Canada, Vic- 
toria, British Columbia. They also visited 
his brothers in Portland, Oregon and Wood- 
land, Washington. Both Lee and Lyle are 
former LT&T employees. They also visited 
a sister in Santa Maria, California and 
finished up their vacaiton in Arvada, Colo- 
rado visiting a son, Bob, and family. 


Traffic 


Unit | 


by Ramona Anderson 


There were many surprised and puzzled 
expressions on the faces of operators as they 
arrived at work the latter part of August. 
The reason: a small note attached to the 
door of the lounge and snack bar advising 
the girls to please go to the lounge and snack 
bar on 5th floor. The third floor facilities 
are undergoing remodeling . Two unex- 
pected viewings of Queen Elizabeth were 
delightful highlights of a tour of telephone 
personnel last month, as they visited Canada. 
Operators included in the tour from Unit I 
were Melba Richards, Mary Beaty, Annabelle 
Stocker, Mary Jackson and Ruth Goslin ... 
Edna Beach recently enjoyed a weekend visit 
with her granddaughter, who, incidentally 
enjoys horseback riding very much. After 
jokingly consenting to a horseback riding 
excursion, who do you think in all serious- 
ness, found herself atop a horse but Mrs. 
Beach ... Mary Mortensen enjoyed a two 
week vacation in New York City, sightseeing 
and visiting relatives, seeing her nine month 


old cousin for the first time was the nicest 
part of it all! ... Mrs. Brown and husband 
traveled to Oregon the past month with their 
camper, where along with sightseeing, they 
had the thrill of landing three large salmon, 
two of which weighed eleven pounds and 
one seven pounds. They learned that calculat- 
ing by radar, it was estimated that five miles 
of salmon were coming up the coast at that 
time! That’s a lot of fish! The salmon that 
are caught by tourists are canned and brought 
home in that way ... Miriam Carter spent 
two days in Omaha visiting her brother and 
family the second week of August . . . Mabel 
Volpp visited the scenic states of Oregon and 
Montana on her vacation. One thing of much 
interest on the trip was the viewing of the 
mines in Butte, Montana. She enjoyed twenty 
more hours of mother nature’s finery that 
wasn't planned, as the train she was riding 
was rerouted, due to a derailment. She also 
stated that Oregon was entertaining excep- 
tional heat while she was there ...A new 
bowling team has been formed this fall in 
our midst. The girls bowl in the housewives 
league on Tuesday mornings at the Plaza 
Bowl. Those carrying the sponsorship of the 
Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph are Jean 
Tesar, Judy Whitney, Mary Ann Laux, Betty 
Tucker and Verletta Alexander ... Santa 
Ana, California held the magic of a perfect 
vacation for Jamie Williams, the middle of 
August, as she acted as bridesmaid at her 
friend’s wedding. Other interesting points 
were Disneyland, Knotts Berry Farm and 
Beverly Hiils. 
Unit Il 


by Jeralyn Pittman 

July and August, alias vacation time, found 
many Unit-Two’ers in many places and en- 
joying many sights with family and friends 
. Bonnie Armstrong and family enjoyed a 
visit with her sister and family, Mr. and Mrs. 
Donnald Dallmann on their farm near Minden, 
Nebraska... Redecorating and getting caught 
up on work at home kept Fern Bade busy 
during her vacation ... Thayer Cotner visited 
her parents and two sisters from California 
at Auburn, Nebraska. Shopping trip, clean- 
ing and painting her house filled the rest of 
her l-o-n-g vacation. She did enjoy a little 
peace while the children went swimming ... 
Colorado hosted many vacationers, among 
them Helen DeBord. In Denver, Helen visited 
son, Frank and his wife, enjoyed dining out, 
shopping and some good shows. ‘‘Taming of 


the Shrew” and “Thoroughly Modern Millie” 
were two shows she particularly enjoyed and 
“The Harvest Moon,’ a Chinese restaurant, 
served food that delighted the palate. From 
Denver, Helen went to Sterling, Colorado to 
visit her son, Robert and family and arrived 
in time to attend the christening of grand- 
daughter, Beth ... Barbara Lee and Phyllis 
Filbert traveled to Colorado also. There they 
visited Denver, Colorado Springs, Golden and 
Central City. While they were in Central 
City, they walked into the tourist attraction, 
“Saloon” and were asked to be on television. 
They agreed and were televised on live TV 
wearing cut-off jeans, sweatshirts and bare- 
footed .. . Visiting friends filled a large 
portion of Mary Schellpeper and husband 
Marvin's vacation. First to Rapid City, South 
Dakota where Dr. and Mrs. Jim Bloom hosted 
the Schellpepers. After several outings and 
drives through the Black Hills in a convertible 
with the top down, a sunburned Mary and 
Marvin headed for Mitchell, Nebraska and 
the home of Dr. and Mrs. Robert Jensen. Next 
stop, Estes Park and two days of golfing. 
Then on to Denver, Colorado and friends, Mr. 
and Mrs. Jack Rohre and Mr. and Mrs. Ivan 
Reese. Rocky Ford, Colorado and friends for 
twenty-three years, Mr. and Mrs. Ray Soul- 
man welcomed the Schellpepers next. A day 
was spent at the North Pole near Colorado 
Springs where Soulman’s daughter, Susie, is 
Santa’s helper. Enroute home an evening 
was spent with Sheriff and Mrs. Robert An- 
derson in Hastings and two days in Norfolk 
with Mary’s father Dewey Tinning and sister 
Betty Tinning . Ruth Goepfert and her 
mother vacationed and Ruth’s Uncles, Frank 
and Paul Bauer and Aunt Myrtle Bauer. 
They traveled through Colorado and the Black 
Hills relaxing and sightseeing. They were the 
guest of Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Wells and family 
of Yankton, South Dakota. Ruth found time 
for her favorite sport, antique hunting. The 
hunting was beneficial and Ruth now posses- 
ses some “new” antiques. Among her recently 
acquired collection are items of sandwich 
glass and crystal pieces, a cracker bowl and 
vinegar cruet. ... Beverly Whitesell and hus- 
band Terry were impressed by the natural 
grandeur of Colorado. Bev mentioned the 
majesty of the snow capped mountains, the 
mountain sides covered with beautiful multi- 
colored flowers and the small brooks and 
streams so serene. Bev and Terry were guests 
of Terry’s cousins, Mr. and Mrs. Jim Whitesel 
during their stay. . .. York and its inhabi- 


tants were the center of attraction for Mar- 
garet Underwood’s vacation. ... Luree Haught 
entertained her father, who was visiting from 
York, for a few days. The rest of her va- 
cation was spent with her son visiting city 
parks. ... Granddaughter, Glenda and Joyce 
Frericks stayed with Edith Parsons for a 
week of her vacation. At the end of the 
week Edith took the girls back to their home 
at Nelson. On her arrival back home she 
found her daughter, son-in-law and five 
grandsons from Chicago waiting for her... . 
Carol Patrick cleaned house, entertained 
relatives from Nevada, was entertained by 
friends, enjoyed an all night fishing trip to 
Columbus and a family dinner at Central 


City. . . . Marie Portsche made her vacation 
a leisurely one enjoying her home surround- 
ings. ... Mildred Mouden spent several days 


visiting relatives in Columbus and Geneva. 
She and her six-year-old, granddaughter 
Tammy, had a few days of fun dining out 
and having their hair done. ... The Devil’s 
Nest Area in northern Nebraska found Sylvia 
Pecka spending a weekend of leisure. 
Evelyn Mitzner journeyed to Salt Lake City, 
Utah, through Sun Valley, Idaho, and Yel- 
lowstone National Park. They visited rela- 
tives at Shoshone, Idaho, and at Grand Forks, 
North Dakota, they stopped to spend a few 
days with their son, Roger, his wife and their 
first granddaughter. On arriving home, they 
were pleasantly surprised to find their other 
son, Gary, home from the service, and he 
will be stationed in Lincoln for a few months. 
. . Vivian Kinghorn and her son took a 
train trip west. They absorbed the sights of 
Los Angeles and San Francisco. On their 
return trip they stopped in Las Vegas, Ne- 
vada, long enough to spend some money. ... 
“Expo 67,” Canada attracted a group of LT&T 
telephone people. The members of that group 
were, Ruth Goslin, Annabel Stocker, Mary 
Jackson, Mary Beaty, Melba Richards, Myra 
Metcalf and Retirees Della Wilcox, Hattie 
Staley, Mae Medunna, Dorothy and Frances 
Darnold, Mina and George Albury, and 
George Mann. Although all the many ex- 
hibits visited were thoroughly enjoyed, natur- 
ally the Telephone Company of Canada’s ex- 
hibition was one of particular interest to the 
group. The Czechoslovakian Exhibition was 
rated a spectacular. The exhibit consisted 
of delicately carved wooden figures, intri- 
cately animated and portraying many scenes 
of activity. One specific sequence of scenes 
depicted the complete life of Christ. The 


@ TWO of LT&T’s switchmen have 
completed an advanced course at the 
Automatic Electric Company in the AE 
training center at Northlake, Ill. They 
are Stanley Schweitzer of Milford and 
Ralph M. Hromadka of Hastings. 

The course included study of the op- 
eration, testing and maintenance of 
automatic toll ticketing equipment, 
used in station-to-station direct dis- 
tance dialing calls. 

Hromadka, who works at the Hast- 
ings exchange, has 21 years with the 
Company. He is a veteran of the Army 
and attained the rank of technical ser- 
geant before his discharge. He is a 
graduate of Milligan high school. He 
and his wife have two children. 

Schweitzer, who works in Lincoln, 
has nine years with the Company. He 
is a veteran of World War II, where 
he served in the Navy. He attended 


grade and high school in Milford and 
is currently President of the Milford 


Gun Club. He and his wife have five 
children. 


Switchmen Take AE Course 


Ralph M. Hromadka 


|: 


Stanley Schweitzer 


figures were carved over a period of forty 
years by two men. Seeing Queen Elizabeth 
and Prince Phillip on several occasions made 
the excursion even more memorable. The 
luxurious Grand Hotel on Mackinac Island 
hosted the group. Cars are not permitted on 
the island so horse drawn carriages carried 
them back and forth to the hotel, which in 
itself was quite an experience... . Camping 
and roughing it attracted many. Minnie 
Zeller, husband Ray and family experienced 
their first camping expedition and were edu- 
cated the hard way. It seems they had packed 
enough clothing and food to last the twelve 
days they spent in the Black Hills plus enough 
to last an additional six months. AlIl this with 
tent and other camping supplies were packed 
on top of the car and anchored with canvas. 
It happened that several items packed on top 
of the car were needed enroute to the camp- 
ing area. Ray packed and unpacked at least 
three times as they crossed Nebraska. The 
Zellers are looking forward to a second try 
at camping as they know what not to do now 

. Margaret Everett and her family, veteran 
campers, motored north for swimming, camp- 
ing and fishing in Minnesota, Canada and 
along Lake Superior . Carolyn Hammer 
also tried her hand at camping. On the way 
to the camp site in Colorado, her ice chest 
leaked all over the trunk of her car and her 
camping gear. When she was pitching her 
tent, she wanted to make sure it would be 
securely anchored, so she pounded the stakes 
in real deep—too deep. The air mattresses 
she had were so old that they split open at 
the seams when they were blown up. Better 
luck next time Carolyn . .. The Donahue’s, 
Sue, Gary and Samantha, semi-roughed it 
near Underwood, Minnesota at the ‘‘Bambi”’ 
resort. Swimming off warm sandy beaches, 
fishing and boating in forty-five to seventy- 
five foot deep clear-to-the-bottom water on 
Deer Lake and soaking up the scenic atmo- 
sphere, filled their vacation days. The fishing 
wasn’t too good and after a week without 
bathing or washing facilities they were glad 
to be home again ... Some were ambitious 
during their vacation as was Emma Fuller 


Lend a 
Helping Hand 


Support Your 


Community Chest 
or United Fund 
by 
PAYROLL DEDUCTION 


who treated husband Glade to homemade 
breads and pies and some good cooking ... 
Joan Kubes also was busy painting her moth- 
er’s bedroom and working around the yard 

Dorothy Grafton visited relatives in 
Omaha and Primrose, Iowa ... Our Unit II 
made an impression on one six or seven-year- 
old boy who was on tour in our department. 
He told Joyce Paul he would like to work in 
Information because there are such pretty 
girls working there Sue Kruger an- 
swered an information signal and the cus- 
tomer began his request by saying, “I’m 
ninety-three so go slow” . . Our sympathy 
to Dorothy Grafton in the passing of her 
brother. 


Retired Club 


by Merlie Markuson and Bertha Sharp 

Mary Carroll had visits from a brother and 
wife from Long Beach, California and a 
nephew and wife from Los Angeles ...A 
guest in Alex Bergman’s home was Mrs. Mc- 
Kinstry from Salem, Oregon ... Cecile An- 
derson reports a nice trip to Des Moines at 
her sister’s home .. . Grace Hauschild and 
her sister were in Alaska for several weeks 
. The P. J. Caldwell family spent their 
vacation in the Black Hills ...Mr. and Mrs. 
L. A. Stacey attended the wedding of a 
granddaughter in Houston, Texas ... It is 
nice to report that Paul Wilkinson has been 
recuperating at home after a trip to the 
hospital . . . The Schellenbergers visited his 
sister in Cameron, Colorado ... Mr. and Mrs. 
Dalton and Nellie Mae Hunt visited friends 
in Harvard, Nebraska ... Mrs. John Allmon, 
Beaver Crossing, spent a day with Eva Arm- 
strong ... The following retirees have re- 
turned from a tour of Expo 67 and various 
places in the East: Della Wilcox, Hattie 
Staley, George Mann, Mr. and Mrs. Francis 
Darnold and Mr. and Mrs. George Albury 
. . . Our sympathy to Mrs. Marcia Watson 
Whitlock in the loss of her husband, Wallace 
Whitlock . . . Della Wilcox enjoyed a 16-day 
tour of California and on her return stopped 
at Estes Park, Colorado to visit her daughter 
and family ... For the past few weeks Hul- 
dah Gessner has been enjoying visits from 
several of her nieces and families from both 
coasts. They are Mrs. Robert L. Good and 
family from San Jose, California; Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Lewis of Endwell, New York; 
Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Gessner and family from 
Schenectady, New York; and Mr. and Mrs. 
Gene Gessner and family from Iowa City. 
The occasion was a family reunion following 
a lengthy absence from Lincoln. All are 
former Lincolnites ... Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Kuchera enjoyed a month’s vacation in San 
Joaquin Valley and Lakewood and Long 
Beach, California, stopping on the way home 
at Las Vegas, Nevada. While in California 
they called at Dorothy Lefler’s home and 
found her and her sister in good health... 
Mr. and Mrs. George Keith drove to Des 


Bieised ae 


Mr. and Mrs. Lee Merritt are the parents 
of a girl, born July 18, 1967. Her name is 
Lindy Dorae and she weighed six pounds and 
ten ounces at birth. 

Mr. and Mrs. Don Brunk are the parents 
of a son, Donald Alex, born on August 28. 
Don is in the Custodial force. 

Mr. and Mrs. Norbert Finke, Hebron are 
the parents of a son born August 25. 

Mr. and Mrs. Don Miller are the parents 
of a son born July 15 at Bryan Memorial 
Hospital. His name is Jon David and he 
weighed 6 pounds and 9 ounces. Don Miller 
is a Switchman at the 48th and South office. 
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Moines, Iowa, to visit his sister who is very 
ill... Miss Minnie Allen has been enjoying 
a visit from her sister of Greeley, Colorado. 
Together they plan to spend some time with 
a childhood friend and schoolmate ... Mr. 
and Mrs. Perry Caldwell with son Jack and 
family toured Western Nebraska, mainly Fort 
Robinson and Valentine . Mr. and Mrs. 
Tom Chinnock were in Wymore to help his 
mother celebrate her 94th birthday ... Mr. 
and Mrs. W. F. Combs spent their vacation 
with his sister in Portland, Oregon and his 
brother in Montana on their way home... 
Miss Mae Hunt’s sister fell in her home, 
breaking her wrist ... George T. Albury is 
serving on jury duty ... Swede Foster and 
wife toured Yellowstone Park for two weeks 

. . Mr. and Mrs. Frank Henline were on a 
business and pleasure trip to Casper, Wyom- 
ing .. . Hattie Staley has returned home 
from her 16-day tour of Expo 67. She stopped 
at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, for four weeks visit 
with friends . Sorry to report Mr. and 
Mrs. Jay Pugsley were in the hospital for 
several weeks. Mr. Pugsley had surgery and 
Mrs. Pugsley a heart attack ... George Mann 
has returned from an AAA tour which took 
him to Churchill, Canada, including a 200 
mile rail trip to Winnipeg. 


SWAP 


Column 


For Sale, two Firestone Farm & Country 
tires. 7.10 x 15 tubeless 4 ply snow tires 
mounted on ‘55 Chevrolet wheels. $20. 
Phone Bob Roth 423-2705. 

For Sale, one traverse rod and drapes— in 
good condition. Phone 488-0300. 

For Sale, ‘64 Ford Galaxie 390, 4-speed, 
500. White, red interior, good condition. 
Must sell. Call 423-6810. 

For sale, 12 ga. Browning over-under shot- 
gun. Ventilated rib, ivory beads, recoil 
pad. Can’t tell from new. Phone 
477-7993. 


Card of Thanks 


| wish to thank everyone for the cards and 
flowers they sent to me recently. 

A. L. Ackerman 

We would like to thank everyone at LT&T 

for all the flowers, cards and personal aid 

given us during the illness and loss of our 

mother and father. Words can never ex- 

press how we feel. Thank you so very 
much. 

Donald, Delbert, 

Shirley and Frances Gilmore 

| wish to express my thanks to Lincoln Tele- 

phone and Telegraph Company and em- 

ployees for the beautiful flowers, flower 

arrangement, plant, gifts and cards sent 

to me during my recent stay in the hos- 

pital. Your thoughtfulness was appreci- 
ated. 

Alvine Upitis 
Revenue Accounting 
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Breaking the Sod — 


o 


wd . a a» ig Reacts ; . ; 

The land in Nebraska may have been free to homesteading settlers, but getting it to 
produce required a heavy investment in hard labor. This scene, displayed at the Home- 
stead National Monument in Beatrice, depicts a homesteader turning the native sod by 
use of oxen. Hard work and sufficient rains brought tenacious settlers good crops. Many 


of them stayed through the bad years to lay the foundation for our present-day Nebraska. 


A LEADER IN NEBRASKA 
First successful dial exchange 
First mobile telephone service 
First operator toll dialing 
First subscriber foll dialing 
First IMTS mobile service 
First inward WATS in the nation 
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Our Cover 


@ ON OUR cover this month is 
a symbol of the fall season, a large 
and gnarled tree nearly devoid of 
leaves. Autumn seems to reduce 


leaf bearing trees to their essen- 
tial form. 

It is a time of going to sleep for 
nature, to be replaced in the 
spring with a glorious awakening 
after the long winter’s rest. 


50 Years of Top Service 


In the “Can You Top This” category 
comes this word from Mr. and Mrs. 
Harold Boldt of Bennet. 

They tell us that they have been on 
the same telephone line, Panama, since 
September of 1917—‘‘50 years of No. 1 
service,’ to quote them. 

The line is a rural one and is served 
out of the Panama exchange although 
the Boldt’s mailing address is Bennet. 

If there are any subscribers who have 
received service on the same line for 
longer than this we would like to learn 
of it. A half century in the same neigh- 
borhood is certainly an unusual length 
of time. 

Our Company was formed in 1903 
and actually went into operation in 
1904, serving Lincoln and nearby areas 
at first. In 1912 our territory expanded 
to include exchanges in 22 counties in 
Southeast Nebraska. 

So the Boldts have been telephone 
subscribers for the major portion of the 
years LT&T has been in existence. 


Customer Writes Thanks 


@ LT&T PEOPLE try to give our cus- 
tomers the best possible service. Often 
we will go to extra lengths to meet 
the special needs and we regard this 
as part of the job we do. 

Recently a customer took time out to 
write a brief note of thanks to Mary 
Pohlenz of Lincoln Commercial. Wrote 
Mrs. John Bentley: 

“T wish to thank you very much for 
your help in having my phone installed 
so promptly. ...I do appreciate all you 
did.” 
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Lost Time Accidents 
No Lost Time Accidents....45 


OFF THE JOB 


Lost Time Accidents 

No Lost Time Accidents.... 
MOTOR VEHICLE 

Our Fault 

Their Fault 


KOMMENTS 
BViINEIN 


By Kenneth Clinefelter 


OVEMBER IS the month in which 

Americans pause to reflect on their 
many blessings and to give thanks for 
the bountiful goodness which has come 
their way. It is a good thing for us to 
do; to turn our thoughts from what we 
have not to what we have—if indeed 
they ever were centered on lacks. 


One of the things Americans can be 
thankful for is the best telephone sys- 
tem in the world. There may be ways 
in which it can be made better, but 
when measured up against telephone 


networks in other countries ours stands 
ahead. 


Of course most of us this month will 
give thanks for abundant food, good 
homes, and other indications of our 
wealth. Some of us will pause to re- 
flect on the freedoms we enjoy, or our 
good health, or perhaps the presence of 
friends and family. 


In the midst of taxes and tension it is 
well at Thanksgiving time to take stock 
and recognize that we really do have a 
great many blessings. 


Extra green stuff will come the way 
of many employees this month as they 
take part in the sales campaign. It’s 
not cash, but it is just about as good as 
cash. The green stuff is a bundle of 
S&H Green Stamps, being awarded to 
employees who make sales. 


As practically everybody knows, the 
green stamps can be redeemed for a 
wide variety of merchandise items. A 
great many people save them all year 
and use them for part of their Christ- 
mas shopping. This holiday isn’t too far 
off and you can make it just a little 
more fancy for yourself and your fam- 
ily by earning green stamps as you sell 
telephone services. 


In our T.V. Transmission, Inc., sub- 
sidiary there is an unusual situation. 
Conrad Bastow, manager, has been 
called “Connie” by his friends and as- 
sociates for as long as anybody can 
remember. In May he acquired a new 
secretary, Cheryl Saxton. Everybody 
calls her “Charlie.” 


As Charlie observes, the uninitiated 
might easily jump to the completely 
erroneous conclusion that “Connie” is 
“Charlie’s” secretary instead of the 
other way around. 


i tie OREN Noonan, 


Pete 


Calling All Stars Campaign 


HE STARS are shining in LT&T’s fall telephone 

sales promotion which started October 16 and 
will run through November 30. Titled the “Calling 
All Stars” campaign, it features extension tele- 
phones. 


During the campaign, the service charge on new 
residence extensions has been waived and all em- 
ployees are urged to take part in the campaign and 
earn S&H Green Stamps for selling telephone ser- 
vice. 


Commercial personnel earn 10 stamps for each 
dollar of annual revenue added by their sales. Plant 
personnel in daily contact with customers earn 15 
stamps for each dollar of annual revenue added. All 
personnel not in daily contact with customers earn 
20 stamps for each dollar of added annual revenue. 


Starlites, right, can earn you 


of this month. 


In addition, the top sales person of the week in 
each area wins a $5 gift certificate. 

Bolstering the sales effort is an advertising cam- 
paign featuring a sizeable TV “package” which 
started with the drive on October 16 and will con- 
tinue through the end of November. 

Although new residence extensions are featured, 
all types of new telephone service count in the sales 
campaign and a special effort is being made by em- 
ployees to sell wall and desk Starlite telephones, 
Ericofons, colored sets and other special services 
during the campaign. 

Kicking off the drive was a series of meetings 
throughout the territory conducted by Sales Super- 
visor D. B. Larsen. He held more than two dozen 


sales meetings in a six-day period just before the 
drive opened. 


Colorful Ericofons, left, and attractive Wall 


S&H Green Stamps in 


the Calling All Stars fall sales campaign. Both are 
popular instruments for extension § telephones, 
which are being featured through the remainder 


IN LINCOLN 


New System 
of Reporting 


Trouble 


Two-position Trouble Desk 
on third floor will result 
in better service for our 
customers by standardizing 
our toll treuble reporting 
in cooperation with Bell 


OPERATOR TRUNKS | 
\28 30 32 34 36 
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In Unit 1 the trunks to the trouble reporting 
desk are arranged like this. 
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Reah Churchill and Pat Moeller are shown operating the trouble board in Lincoln. Ordinarily only 


one girl will be required at the board. 


NEW SYSTEM of toll trouble 

reporting has been established 
in Lincoln. This will result in stan- 
dardizing our toll trouble report- 
ing and will provide a method for 
co-operating with the Northwest- 
ern Bell DDD Service Center 
which, as an end result, will pro- 
vide better service for our sub- 
scribers. It is located on the third 
floor of the General Office and 
Equipment building adjacent to 
the Service Operators. 

Initially, it is to be used only by 
operators in Unit I. However, in 
the future, trouble reports from 
Units II and III will be incorpo- 
rated. We presently have four 
trunks which connect directly from 
the Unit I toll board to the Reports 
Receiving Desk. When an operator 
encounters trouble on a toll call— 
ano ring, no answer, for example— 
she will hold the circuit and report 
this to the Reports Receiving Cen- 
ter. The operator at the Reports 
Receiving Center will plug into the 
tandem associated with the call on 
which trouble was encountered. 

This will place a tone on the cir- 
cuit and by means of a pinjack field 
the operator at the Reports Receiv- 
ing Desk is able to locate the cir- 
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cuit. For calls terminating in our 
territory, the Test Board at the 
terminating points will be called 
and the trouble will be reported. 
All trouble found is reported and 
cleared back through the Reports 
Receiving Center. 

The Reports Receiving Board 
will be in operation the same hours 
as the Service Board and all trouble 
outside of these hours will be re- 
corded on an electronic secretary. 

The new system will result in a 
uniform method of reporting 
trouble and because the trouble is 
reported to a central location, the 
operators at the Reports Receiving 
Center will be able to recognize 
when trouble to any point is de- 
veloping. 

The reports are recorded on IBM 
Porta-punch cards and a printout 
is prepared weekly by the Data 
Processing Center. The IBM cards 
are then forwarded to Omaha to be 
included in their territory’s trouble 
reports. 

The trouble reporting system is 
one of the steps being taken by the 
Telephone Industry to cooperate 
and quickly identify trouble in our 
toll network to provide better ser- 
vice to our customers. 


Home Improvement 


Loan Added by 
Employees Co-op 


[F YOU WANT or need to improve 

or repair your home, The Tele- 
phone Employees Cooperative 
Credit Association now has a type 
of loan that is probably just the 
thing for you. 


It is called a “Title I” FHA loan 
and it is a type of financing which 
has long been available through 
banks and other lending agencies. 
In keeping with its more-than- 
thirty-year history of financial as- 
sistance to telephone employees, 
Co-op has started making this type 
of loan. 


More commonly known as an 
FHA Home Improvement loan, the 
Title I type of lending can cover 
as much as $3,500 and can run for 
as long as five years. 


Co-op will offer the loans at 
somewhat less than the maximum 
interest rate permitted by the FHA. 
These FHA maximums are higher 
than the Co-op maximum. 


There are several rules which ap- 
ply to this type of loan. For in- 
stance, you don’t have to live in the 
property you are improving, but 


the hoi se must be existing and 
have been occupied for 90 days or 
more. 

The home improvement loan can 
be used for such things as: 

New non-residential buildings. 
Examples are detached garages, 
sheds or car shelters on residential 
property. 

Structural additions and altera- 
tions. For instance, attached ga- 
rages, carports, or porches; added 
rooms; new doors, windows, fire- 
places or chimneys, etc. 

Exterior finishing. Such as paint- 
ing and waterproofing; shingling 
or siding; and other finishing work. 

Interior finishing. Examples are 
painting and papering; plastering, 
paneling or tiling; kitchen remodel- 
ing or cabinet work; and certain 
types of floor covering. 

Roofing repair or replacement. 
Such as shingles, gutters and down- 
spouts; and other roofing work. 

Plumbing installation or replace- 
ment. Examples are bathroom fix- 
tures; water heaters or softeners; 
wells, pumps and disposal systems. 
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Heating, cooling and ventilating. 
For instance, furnaces and boiler 
systems; pipes, ducts or radiation; 
mechanical air conditioning, cool- 
ers, or exhaust and ventilating 
fans. 

Insulation. Such as blanket, batt, 
reflective or loose fill; storm doors 
and windows; weatherstripping, 
awnings or blinds. 

Miscellaneous. This includes elec- 
tric wiring; fences and walls; land- 
scaping and lawn sprinkling sys- 
tems; paving, and driveways; porch 
or window screens; termite control 
and others. 

These examples do not include 
all types of work which may be 
done, but give an idea of the broad 
range of programs which may be 
covered by this type of loan. With- 
in its limits of $3,500 and five years, 
the loan can be tailored to individ- 
ual needs. 

Offering of this home improve- 
ment type of loan has come after 
careful consideration on the part of 
Co-op officers and directors. They 
feel that there is a definite need 
for this type of loan. 


N.U. students order phones by 


UST LIKE installing phones for 
a good sized town—but all at 


once. 

That is the experience LT&T 
went through when the University 
of Nebraska opened classes this fall. 
With an enrollment which was esti- 
mated at 18,000 moving in to the 


— 


H. E. Olsen, Lincoln Wire Chief’s Department: 
can barely see over the huge pile of orders which 


accumulated largely as a result of the influx 9? 
University of Nebraska students. 


Anna Propp and Donna Bykerk of Unit I! are shown at the special information table set up to 
handle the calls generated by newly installed student telephones. 


University, the demand for tele- 
phones was terrific. 

Long gone are the days when a 
residence hall or fraternity house 
had one phone on a floor. Now the 
housing facilities are wired for 
telephones in each room and many 
students demand this. 

The crush of telephone orders is 
fantastic, and to help handle this 
burden of work, special steps were 
taken by the Company. 

The Commercial Department 
hired four temporary employees, 
who were stationed on the N.U. 
campus for the sole purpose of tak- 
ing student orders for telephones. 

The Plant Department made spe- 
cial arrangements for handling in- 
stalls, “importing” four combina- 
tionmen from the territory to help 
out. 

Traffic set up a special tempo- 
rary information system for han- 
dling calls to the newly installed 
telephones. 

Before the smoke had cleared 
away, Commercial had taken 3,306 
contracts for telephone service (as 
of September 26). One of the big 
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days was September 11, when 545 
orders for telephones were taken 
on campus and another 80 at the 
downtown business office. Peak 
was September 21, when 650 stu- 
dent orders were taken. 

The demands on combinationmen 
were also great. On September 14 
the Lincoln Wire Chief’s Depart- 
ment had 1,305 orders waiting for 
installation, their peak. They in- 
stalled 510 of them that day and 
from then on gained ground on the 
backlog. 

Hired for Commercial work dur- 
ing the rush were Doris Brehm, 
Sandra Piersol, Carol LeGrande 
and Shirley Heiliger. Mrs. Le- 
Grande and Mrs. Heiliger are both 
former service representatives for 
LT&T and were generally familiar 
with the work required. 

The four were put through a one- 
day training session on September 
8 to prepare them for the assign- 
ment. By use of a special student 
questionnaire, a contract card and 
a color brochure they were able to 
do a very good job of handling 
orders. The on-campus representa- 
tives were stationed at the Pan 
Hellenic office, the Twin Towers 
complex, the Abel-Sandoz food ser- 
vice building, and the new Harper- 
Schramm-Smith building. 

Large signs directed students to 
the telephone ordering stations and 
each location was also equipped 
with another sign identifying it. 

Dewey Lewis of Plant Depart- 
ment drew the assignment of trans- 
porting the four temporary em- 
ployees to and from the campus, 
filling in for them on relief periods 
and carrying orders and supplies. 
During lunch hour, four Commer- 
cial representatives from down- 
town relieved the on-campus order 
takers. Thus the service was avail- 
able to students from shortly after 
8 a.m. to shortly before 5 p.m. 

As far as Plant was concerned, 
the flood of student orders was first 
received on September 5, with 464 


thousands 


install orders received for comple- 
tion. The number of these orders 
on hand increased nearly every day 
until the 14th when the peak was 
hit. 

To help the regular Lincolnites, 
L. L. Chubb, H. W. Hill, L. L. 
Horsky, and D. K. Meister were 
called into Lincoln from the 10th 
through the 16th. 


In order to handle the installs 
with the best possible efficiency, 
the combinationmen stocked their 
trucks ahead of time with the ma- 
terials needed for a great many in- 
stalls. 

Where a phone was already on 
the premises, this was connected to 
give immediate service and if a 
different color or style was desired 
by the customer, arrangements 
were made to change the instru- 
ment at a later date, after the pres- 
sure of the university influx was 
relieved. 

Traffic had a definite challenge 
as the installations were accom- 
plished. As soon as a telephone was 
installed for a student, he began to 
use it and his friends started to call 
him. But they didn’t know his 
number, so had to call Information. 
In order to keep as current as pos- 
sible and to provide the needed 
service, Traffic Unit II set up a spe- 
cial table to handle information on 
these student calls. 

A copy of the work order was 
used. A huge stack of these papers 
was alphabetized and divided into 
two sections. Operators quickly 
flipped through these to provide 
the number, until a more perma- 
nent listing could be prepared. 

The system relieved the informa- 
tion board for more normal traffic 
and also gave better service to 
those seeking a newly installed 
number. 

By the end of September the 
rush was essentially over and 
LT&T could lean back and view a 
big job well done. 
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Signing an agreement for telephone service is University student Jim Smith, left, who is being 
helped by Mrs. Gerald Brehm. In the middle is Dewey Lewis. 


At the telephone ordering station in one of the food service centers on campus are Tracy Long, 
Ron Lange and Richard McLaughlin. Mrs. Donald Piersol is taking their order. 
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At the conciusion of their season trapshooters gathered with their wives for a dinner at Tony and 


Luigi’s restaurant. 


Shooters Wrap Up Their Season 


Team No. 1 as it appeared to shoot one eve- 
ning. From front to rear are Leonard Larsen, 
Gary Maul, Marvin Churchill, Dick Hobson, Jr., 
and George Hunt. 


Team Wo. 2 on the same night. From front to 
rear are Dennis Wieting, Fred McCormick, Tom 
Goldenstein, Doyle Fisher, and Ray Kinnison. 


@® TWO LT&T TRAPSHOOTING 
teams banged their way through an 
11-week season in Lincoln, ending up 
with modest success. Team No. 1 came 
out fourth in Class “C” and Team No. 2 
was second in Class “D”. Both shot in 
the Industrial Trap League. 

Gary Maul, shooting on Team No. 1, 
had a 25 straight, followed by a 24 out 
of 25 for a dazzling 49 out of 50. 
Leonard Larsen, another member of 
Team No. 1, also registered a 25 
straight. 

Members of the teams and their av- 
erage per 50 blue rock targets: 

Team No. 1, George Hunt, captain. 


average 
Stan Schweitzer .................. 42 
Gary Maul ...00000 ee... 41 
Leonard Larsen .................... 39 
E62 1 ae oF 6 | See 36 
Kenny Hansen .................... 36 
Dick Hobson, Jr. ................ 34 
Marv Churchill ....0............. 31 
Dick TWobson, Sry. ccosiec.c. 25 
Team No. 2, Fred McCormick, captain. 
average 
Fred McCormick ................ 42 
Hay FINNisOn: 222eccesccaccnccs: 39 
Duane Wissel ...................... 38 
Doyle FIsner .cc.-ccccecsscccsssons 37 
Dennis Wieting ......0000.000...... 34 
Clarence Eitzmann ............ 30 
Tom Goldenstein ................ 26 


Pioneers Add Two Members 


@ RECENTLY added to the member- 
ship rolls of the Frank H. Woods Tele- 
phone Pioneer Association were Marie 
FE. Haught of Lincoln, a regular member 
and Claude H. Haught an auxiliary 
member. 


Never go out to meet trouble. 
If you will just sit still, nine times 
out of ten someone will intercept 
it before it reaches you. 


—Calvin Coolidge 


New Toll Rates Go Into Effect 


@ NEW LONG distance rates for tele- 
phone customers went into effect as of 
November 1. They follow a long trend 
of reducing the cost of long distance 
calling since coast-to-coast telephone 
conversations were made possible in 
1915. 

The new rates will result in a total 
savings to telephone users of the nation 
of $100 million. 

Star rate is a new midnight to 7 a.m. 
special dial rate featuring a maximum 
of 75 cents for a call from anywhere in 
the continental United States to any- 
where else in the United States. Many 
calls will be less. This rate is for the 
first three minutes and applies only to 
dialed calls. Not included are credit 
card, collect calls, or those requiring 
operator assistance. 

The regular night rate has been ex- 
tended to cover the hours from 7 p.m. 
to 7 a.m. on weekdays, plus Saturdays 
and Sundays and five holidays 
(Thanksgiving, New Year’s, Christmas, 
July 4, and Labor Day). Maximum 


T. S. Risser Passes 


@ DEATH CAME to T. S. Risser, re- 
tired from Engineering, on October 7. 
Mr. Risser had been retired since 1950 
and had a telephone career which 
spanned almost all of the first half of 
this century. 


He began his career with the Little 
Rock Telephone Company in 1903 and 
worked there about three months. In 
1905 he went to the Mutual Telephone 
ooo COMpany of Des 
“a Moines, Iowa, and 

from that point re- 
mained in telephone 
work. 
In 1906 he moved 
westward to the 
- Council Bluffs, Iowa, 
Independent Com- 
i pany and in 1907 
crossed the Missouri 
river into Nebraska, 
working for an Inde- 
pendent company in Omaha. This 
firm, which furnished dial telephone 
service to its subscribers, went bank- 
rupt in 1912 and Risser came to Lin- 
coln, where he was placed in charge 
of the newly created general shop at 
1534 N Street. 

After three years as shop foreman he 
was named chief of service and in 1920 
was promoted to equipment engineer, 
a position he held for more than 30 
years. Thus Mr. Risser was truly a 
pioneer in telephone work. 

Funeral services took place October 
10 at Roper and Sons Mortuary in Lin- 
coln. Burial was at Wyuka cemetery. 


charge for a station-to-station call 
within the continental United States 
during these hours is $1. 

The evening rate, for station-to-sta- 
tion calls between 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. is 
now $1.25 maximum, a reduction of 25 
cents. 

Day time station-to-station rates be- 
yond 468 miles have been reduced to 
a maximum of $1.75. Again, this is for 
calls within the continental United 
States. 

Person-to-person rates have been 
lowered to a daytime maximum of $3.30 
and an after 5 maximum of $2.85. Wide 
Area Telephone Service rates are also 
lowered. 

Some short (24 miles or less) inter- 
state calls have been raised in cost, but 
in no case more than five cents. 

All of these maximum rates are for 
the first three minutes. 

It is interesting to note that the 1915 
New York to San Francisco rate was 
$20.70 and the 1940 day rate between 
those two cities was $4. 


Retirement for Roy 


@ ROY E. MILLS joined the ranks of 
the retired October 1 as he reached the 
mandatory retirement age. He thus 
closed a telephone career of over 38 
years. 

Roy joined our Company as a ground- 
man in the spring of 1929. Two months 
later he became a splicer’s helper and 
the following year an apprentice switch- 
boardman. In the 
early and middle 
1930’s he was a cable 
record clerk and a 
combinationman, 
moving in 1937 from 
Lincoln to York. He 
| also worked as a 
combinationman in 
Beatrice, where in 
1942 he became dis- 
trict clerk. He served 
several years aS man- 
ager of the Wymore exchange before 
returning to Lincoln in 1946. 

In 1953 he took the position of ad- 
vanced clerical in the wire chief’s de- 
partment, a job he has held until his 
retirement. 

Roy is one of the most versatile ath- 
letes the Company has ever seen. Over 
the years he has participated in just 
about every sport the Company has 
provided for employees and he has ex- 
celled in all of them. 

Thus it is only natural that his first 
thoughts upon retirement were to at- 
tend the World Series games in St. 
Louis. It is hoped that Roy wili have 
plenty of time now for his many sports 
interests and that he will enjoy the 
new career of retirement. 
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This chiller is being installed in the basement of the General Office and Equipment building in 


New Chiller for Main Building 


@ A NEW COOLING unit being in- 
stalled in the 15th & M General Of- 
fice building in Lincoln will provide 
additional air conditioning for the big 
building. The huge chiller will pro- 
vide both supplementary and standby 
cooling capacity. 

Need for it is brought about by an 
increasing load on the air conditioning 
system as equipment has been added to 
the building. An idea of the need for 
cooling capacity may be gained from 
a comment by Phil Garvey, Building 
Operations Supervisor, who mentioned 
that in certain portions of the building 
equipment generates enough heat that 
it is unnecessary to provide additional 


heating until the outside temperature 
dips to 10 degrees! 

The complex chiller will also serve 
as a standby unit in case of breakdown 
of the main cooling unit. 

Another addition planned for the 
General Office building equipment is 
a fourth emergency generator, to be 
installed in space provided by the re- 
moval of one boiler. This will furnish 
additional standby generating capacity 
needed because of the addition of elec- 
tricity-consuming equipment. 

The boiler is no longer needed be- 
cause the Company now purchases 
steam for heating the building from an 
outside plant. 


Suggestion Awards Made to 3 Employees 


@e THREE MORE employees have 
gained $20 for suggestions which have 
been accepted by the Company. They 
are Mrs. Jenda L. Linn, of Area Com- 
mercial; Mrs. Marion Knoble of Traffic 
Unit I; and J. J. Miller of Area Plant. 

As is always the case, the full $20 
was awarded to each, since the tax is 
computed and paid by the Company. 

Mrs. Linn’s suggestion concerned sub- 
scribers who cannot be reached by ser- 
vice representatives by telephone. She 
suggested the use of a printed card 
which could be prepared in the same 
manner as denial and reminder notices 
now used. Mrs. Linn pointed out that 
this would save time and would be a 
more businesslike and uniform manner 
of contacting a customer. She enclosed 
a sample form. 

Mrs. Knoble’s suggestion was to place 
a world time electric wall clock at the 


a: 


rate desk in Traffic. She pointed out 
that operators have many requests for 
the time at distant places and customers 
are “surprised and aggravated” when 
the operator can’t tell them. Her sug- 
gestion was accepted in part and op- 
erators will be furnished world time 
information by another method. 

Mr. Miller’s suggestion was for a safe 
drivers program. His suggestion was 
also accepted in part with some portions 
of his program expected to be used in 
the future to promote good driving. 


Meshier-Young Marriage 


@ CHARLES Meshier and Mrs. Myrna 
D. Young were married September 9, 
1967 in the Havelock church. They are 
residing at 6645 Ballard Avenue in Lin- 
coln. Mr. Meshier is retired from the 
Lincoln Plant Department. 


OCTOBER Service 


Anniversaries 


Years 


— 200 


Jessie VanTrump 
Hastings 


W. H. Husing 
Tecumseh 


Mary Bartyzelle 
Nebr. City 


Ss. D. Hanau 
Hastings 


Lucy KuhIiman 
Hastings 


Ai YEARS A. W. Holcomb, Lincoln. 

AO YEARS Jessie A. Van Trump, Hastings. 
39 YEARS W. J. McDowell, Lincoln. 

38 YEARS E. O. Wait, Lincoln. 

35 YEARS L. P. Livingston, Lincoln. 

33 YEARS B. D. Pattison, Lincoln. 


32 YEARS Edna Beach, Lincoln; W. W. 
Eden, Lincoln. 


31 YEARS G. A. Wasson, Lincoln. 
30 YEARS Genevieve M. Clapp, Lincoln. 
26 YEARS Lela Watson, Beatrice; C. E. Con- 


nors, Lincoln. 


First 
Intra-State 
In-WATS 


E. L. Wheatcraft 
Auburn 


Helen Bossung 
Lincoln Nebr. City 


R. L. Cotton 


25 YEARS Viola Fischer, Lincoln; D. Frank- 
forter, Lincoln; S. K. Lawrence, Lincoln; 
Mary Bartyzelle, Nebraska City; W. H. Hus- 


ing, Tecumseh. 
23 YEARS Virginia Anderson, Lincoln. 


22 YEARS Jack Billings, Beatrice; Avis Col- 
lar, Lincoln; P. J. Eisenbarth, Lincoln; C. F. 
Schleufer, Lincoln; Velda Wolfe, Lincoln; 
B. F. Anderson, Plattsmouth. 


21 YEARS J.E. Turner, Beatrice; J.D. Adam- 
son, Geneva; A. L. DeBacker, Hastings; L. H. 
Lane, Lincoln; J. E. Hatfield, Stromsburg; 
F. D. Nickelson, Wahoo. 


@ THE UNIVERSITY of Ne- 
braska Agricultural Extension Di- 
vision has become the first cus- 
tomer of an Intra-State in-WATS 
telephone service in the state of 
Nebraska. 

Wide Area Telephone Service 
(WATS) has been available for 
some years on an outgoing basis. 
Under the system, a customer 
pays a flat fee or a timed rate 
for this service on one line. He 
may then use this line to place 
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L. P. Livingston 
Lincoln 


J. D. Brockmeyer W. C. Baker 
Fairbury Lincoln 


D. R. Schark 
York 


20 YEARS E. L. Wheatcraft, Auburn; J. D. 
Brockmeyer, Fairbury; W. C. Baker, Lincoln; 
A. C. Brunke, Lincoln; M. A. Lohmeéier, 
Lincoln; R. H. Zimmerman, Lincoln; Elea- 
nore Schutz, Seward. 


19 YEARS L. R. Cink, Wahoo. 


18 YEARS M. L. Melvin, Lincoln; Mary Poh- 
lenz, Lincoln; L. K. White, Lincoln; E. D. 
Mather, Weeping Water; J. W. Eckles, York. 


17 YEARS C. P. Arnold, Lincoln; Dorothy 
Keller, Lincoln; Maude Reason, Lincoln; R. 
T. Wakeman, Lincoln. 


as many calls as he wishes to any 
place or places within a pre- 
scribed distance range. 

Inward WATS is similar. But 
it permits the calls to come in to 
one number from any point with- 
in the prescribed distance. 

LT&T pioneered this type of 
service, setting up an in-WATS 
service for the Lincoln Journal- 
Star in January of 1965. The 
service was limited to LT&T ter- 
ritory. In December of 1965 the 


Genevieve Clapp 
Lincoln 


A. C. Brunke M. A. Lohmeier 


Lincoln 


J. A. Schuller 
Beatrice Lincoln 


A. R. Bridger 


16 YEARS Beth Deinert, Lincoln. 


15 YEARS N. M. Forsman, Hastings; S. D. 
Hanau, Hastings; Lucy Kuhlman, Hastings; 
R. J. Brinton, Lincoln; R. L. Cotton, Lincoln; 
Helen Bossung, Nebraska City; D. R. Schark, 
York. 


14 YEARS Carol Allen, Lincoln; D. D. Hess- 


ler, Lincoln; J. C. Jensen, Wahoo. 


13 YEARS R. J. Overman, Hastings; D. W. 
Norton, Lincoln; D. C. Eisenbarth, Platts- 


mouth. 


University took a similar limited 
and experimental service. 

Since September 1, this in- 
WATS service for the Extension 
division has been expanded to in- 
clude the entire state, involving 
the various connecting telephone 
companies. Another firm, Mid- 
west Communications of Hastings, 
began using this statewide in- 
WATS service the middle of Sep- 
tember, 


Viola Fischer 
Lincoln 


R. H. Zimmerman Eleanore Schutz 
Lincoln Seward 


™ 


Janice Jackson R. L. Neugebauer 
Lincoln Lincoln 


12 YEARS Ruth Vrooman, Beatrice; R. C. 
Green, Hastings; C. L. Bouse, Lincoln; C. F. 


Shuler, Jr., Lincoln. 


11 YEARS G. B. Hurley, Hastings; R. D. 
Confer, Lincoln; Marian Lanning, Lincoln; 
D. J. Lutz, Nebraska City; D. K. Meister, 


Tecumseh. 


10 YEARS J. A. Schuller, Beatrice; A. R. 
Bridger, Lincoln; Janice M. Jackson, Lincoln; 
R. L. Neugebauer, Lincoln. 


8 YEARS Ethel J. Ball, Lincoln; G. Herd- 
litchka, Plattsmouth. 


The same rates apply to both in- 
WATS and out-WATS. Full time 
statewide service costs $550. On 
a timed basis, the first 15 hours 
of use cost $245 and each addi- 
tional hour or major fraction of 
an hour costs $13.50. 

In order to use the inward 
WATS service, a customer must 
dial a special number. In the 
ease of the University Agricul- 
tural Extension Division, this 
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D. Frankforter S. K. Lawrence 
Lincoln Lincoln 


N. M. Forsman 
Hastings 


7 YEARS C. G. Martinosky, Lincoin; G. W. 
Maul, Lincoln; Grayce Olsen, Lincoln; W. J. 
Wakely, Jr., Lincoln; L. M. Welch, Seward. 


6 YEARS Bessie Lofgren, Beatrice; D. D. 
Griffin, Lincoln; R. F. Morrissey, Lincoln. 


5 YEARS Beverly Dack, Hastings; Dorothy 
Emmerich, Hastings; Miriam Cover, Lincoln; 
Donna Giebelhaus, Lincoln: L. R. Larsen, 
Lincoln; Donna Lowell, Lincoln; W. J. Van- 
Deventer, Lincoln; Grace Welsh, Lincoln; 


L. D. Husing, Nebraska City. 


number is made available only to 
Extension Agents throughout the 
state. These agents, to reach the 
in-WATS line, dial the DDD ac- 
cess code, then a 10-digit number 
which starts with “800’ (as do all 
in-WATS numbers). 

The advantage to many cus- 
tomers is obvious and both in- 
ward and outward WATS can be 
expected to be used by growing 
numbers of business firms. 


prepared facilities on fifth floor. 


While their third floor snack area is being remodeled, Lincoln operators have been using newly 
This snack bar will serve Unit III operators when that section goes 
into use. Another room is also equipped, temporarily with tables and chairs and is being used during 
remodeling by Unit I and Unit II girls. 


Looking over the progress of the third floor snack bar remodeling is Cathy Brown, who seems not 
to recognize the old location at all. 


If We Used the Metric System 


How do you measure up to this 
new trend? 

A miss is as good as 1.6093 kilo- 
meters. I wouldn’t touch that with 
a 3.049 meter pole. Texans wear 
37.853 liter hats. God’s Little .4047 
of a hectare. Its all wool and 
.9144 of a meter wide. And other 


things would change, too. Imagine 


how a Hollywood starlet would 
feel saying that her vital statis- 
tics were 92-61-92. She just would 
not do it—and you couldn't make 
her budge 2.54 centimeters (an 
inch, to you!) 

Thats all, or in newspaper par- 
lance, 30. 

—Southwest General News 
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Pretty much a mess as construction work goes 
on has been the old third floor operators lounge 
and snack bar in Lincoln. The entire rest room, 
snack bar and lounge area is being remodeled to 
better suit the needs of operators. 


Ten Billion Dollars 


The Wall Street Journal has reported 
that 2% million workers are out every 
Monday — that is 4 percent of the total 
working population. At a conference 
last year, a personnel executive of a 
large bank said 4 percent was a low 
estimate. The same is true of every 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday. 

The cost to industry of absenteeism 
is ten billion dollars annually. Twenty 
billion if you include the cost of em- 
ployee benefits, medical bills and record 
keeping. 

People are absent for a variety of 
reasons. But colds and other respiratory 
infections such as grippe and flu are 
the most common causes. Other causes 
seem to be the emotional — family, 
environment, recreational habits and 
office morale have an important effect 
on absence. Some offices and depart- 
ments has a far higher sickness rate 
than others. The larger the work group, 
the higher the absentee rate tends to be. 
Also, absenteeism is contagious. Mary 


ABKER FAMILY SENDS 


@ A LETTER from the family of 
Velma Abker, Nebraska City operator 
who passed away recently, expresses 
thanks for the Company’s efforts and 
actions at the time of their loss. 


Many men owe the grandeur of 
their lives to their tremendous 
—Charles Spurgeon 


difficulties. 


Eggleston Gets a Letter 
of Non-Complaint 


@ AUBURN Manager George Eggles- 
ton some time ago received the follow- 
ing letter from a Peru subscriber, Don- 
ald Stanley, who is a lawyer. We think 
the letter speaks for itself. 

“On occasions in the past you have 
asked me about any complaints as to 
service. I had to tell you I had no com- 
plaints, but would try to think up some. 
Well, today I have a non-complaint. 

“A few days ago my home phone was 
put out of action during a thunder- 
storm. Mike Carr showed up promptly 
and fixed it. But the house service line 
was sagging into some tree growth and 
onto a clothesline which was broken. 
Mr. Carr talked with my wife about it, 
then got busy with ladder, saw and ex- 
tra wire and when he got through 
everything was in order with repairs 
completed and the yard looking better 
than it has in years. 

“That service certainly was over and 
beyond the call of duty and we are 
most appreciative.” 


Is Cost of Absences 


is absent Friday, Jane thinks she “has 
a day coming” to her so she is absent 
Monday. 

It is not easy to figure out all the 
reasons why people are absent. One 
thing we know, that when times are 
bad — and jobs hard to get — absentee- 
ism is almost nil. When times are good 
— and jobs easy to come by — absentee- 
ism skyrockets. Are we trying to tell 
you something? 

There are many facets to this worri- 
some subject. Too frequent absences 
from the job have been, and still are a 
primary factor in passing over em- 
ployees who come up for salary re- 
views. When you are absent someone 
has to do your work for you. Many 
people out at the same time makes it 
more difficult for us to run our business 
and to give the kind of service our cus- 
tomers expect from us. 

Absence is not only a subject to 
think out — it’s worth doing something 
about. 

—Southeast General News 


A LETTER OF THANKS 


Harvey L. Abker of Odessa, wrote, in 
part: 

“Never have we received promptness 
in payment as we were shown by your 
Company and all the representatives 
and associates of Velma’s. I’m sure it 
will not ever be forgotten and wish to 
thank everyone connected with your 
Company for all the wonderful things 
they came forth with during our loss.” 


550 Receive Flu Inoculations 


' ices 


Mrs. Edith Little prepares to give the anti-flu needle to an employee in the foreground, while 
Dr. L. E. Finney works on a waiting line of employees seeking protection. 


@ NEARLY 550 LT&T employees have 
received free anti-influenza inocula- 
tions through the Company this fall. 
The shots, which have been offered 
each fall for a number of years, are 
designed to protect employees from 
currently bothersome strains of ’flu 
viruses. 

In Lincoln, Dr. L. E. Finney, Com- 
pany doctor, and assisting nurses Mrs. 
Edith Little and Mrs. Rose Borland ad- 
ministered the shots. They inoculated 
102 employees at 21st and L on Sep- 
tember 11 and 200 at 15th and M on 
September 27. 

Something new this year was the use 
of disposable syringes by Dr. Finney. 
These are made for one use only, after 
which they are discarded. In previous 
years the re-usable type of syringe has 
been used, necessitating the setting.up 
of sterilizing equipment. 

A total of 243 shots were scheduled 
for administration to employees in the 
territory. The serum was sent to the 
various exchanges, where it was ad- 


It was late on a Friday after- 
moon and Jack Caldwell of the 
Lincoln Business Office was feel- 
ing cramped for time. “I’ve got to 
get hold of this fellow quick or 
it will be too late for this week,” 
he thought as he frantically tried 
to reach a man on the phone. 

Finally he got through to the 
person he was seeking and as he 
completed the call and hung up 
the phone he glanced at the clock. 
The big hand was right at the 


a: 


The inoculation must not have hurt at all, 
judging by this picture. Or maybe it is Dr. 
Finney’s joke that has brought out the smile. 


ministered by local doctors. 

Included among the LT&T’ers who 
received inoculations were several re- 
tired employees. 


hour mark and Jack muttered, 
“Got that done just in time,” as 
he rushed to the front door of the 
Lincoln Business Office to lock up. 

Howard Spahnle, Area Com- 
mercial Supervisor, looked on 
with disbelief and amazement. “Is 
this a new wrinkle?” he asked. 

Jack replied that he was simply 
locking up as usual. 

“Well, you're just an hour 
early,’ Howard informed the em- 
barrassed Jack. 


Golfers Frolic at Fall Tourney 


Connie Bastow blasts off a tee shot in the 
tournament. 


Accepting his trophy for top medal score is Frank Hilsabeck, right. 


RANK HILSABECK shot a 76 to win 

the medal trophy at the annual Fall 
Golf Tournament of LT&T. The event 
took place Sunday, September 17, at 
the Holmes Park course. Second in 
medalist play were Buck Duer and Ron 
Cotton, who tied at 83. 

Winning the C. C. Donley handicap 
trophy was Del Vanderbeek, who had a 
medal score of 86 and with a 21 handi- 
cap came in at 65 for the honors. Gar 
Donnelson was a close second with a 
score, including handicap, of 65.8. 

First players teed off at 9:30 a.m. and 
there were golfers on the course 


through the early afternoon. At 3:30 
doors opened at The Knolls for early 
golfers, who gathered for a social hour. 
A dinner concluded the tournament at 
5:30 p.m., where presentation of awards 
was held. 

Committee handling the event was 
composed of Dean Hobson, Roger 
Weber, Dale Weber, Lyle Reighard, Don 
Haith and Ron Cotton. Fifty-three golf- 
ers competed and 39 attended the 
awards banquet. 

The golfers elected Frank Hilsabeck 
new secretary of their organization for 
the coming year. 


Top summer league golfers were Dale Weber and Don Norton, shown here receiving congratulations 


from Golf Secretary Ron Cotton, left. 


ag yer 7 cet 
1. |. dtd | 
As f G if - ' 7” 


«es SIG Be ie. «1 


Smiling as he takes his C. C. Donley Handicap trophy is De! Vanderbeek. 
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This is what the Greenwood telephone office looked like on January 20, 1914. Telephone men are shown at work on damaged 
lines. This was the first recorded loss by fire of an LT&T telephone switchboard. 


NE OF THE most destructive ele- 

ments which can attack a telephone 
central office is fire. Not only does 
heat from the blaze wreak havoc with 
the delicate equipment, but the water 
used in quenching building fires is 
often equally damaging. 

Five times in the history of LT&T 

fire has destroyed a central office 
switehboard. First such disaster oc- 
curred at Greenwood on January 20, 
1914. Almost no data is in our historical 
files on this conflagration, but a photo- 
graph showing telephone men begin- 
ning repair indicates that the destruc- 
tion was total. 
A two story brick building which 
housed the telephone office and prob- 
ably other establishments was entirely 
gutted, walls partly collapsed. Tele- 
phone lines leading into the building 
were also destroyed. 

The office was replaced by a brick 
one-story building housing only the 
telephone office with space for two 
“living rooms.” 

Only a few years later, on May 16, 
1917, fire swept through the Davenport 
exchange. The blaze broke out in the 
afternoon of causes not recorded in our 
files. 

Manager Bob Schouberg of Hebron 
and M. Richison of Edgar gathered to- 
gether their men and arrived in the 
community at 4 p.m. Directors of the 
Company met and decided to get an- 
other office at once. 

Only 30 minutes after the new quar- 
ters were rented all three of our toll 
lines were working. 

More data is available on the fire 
which destroyed the Davey office on 


Sunday, August 10, 1919. The blaze 
started in the Catholic church, presum- 
ably from candles, and burned that 
structure to the ground. The fire 
spread, destroying the one-story frame 
building housing the general merchan- 
dise stock of Joseph French and Hotch- 
kiss Company; the drug store of F. H. 
Whipple, which also contained the post 
office; and the private residence in 
which the telephone exchange was lo- 
cated. 

Telephone communication was cut 
off and the telephone equipment de- 
stroyed. The operator, whose name is 
lost to us, stayed at her post in the best 
tradition of operators until driven out 
by flames. She tried to obtain the aid 
of the Lincoln and Havelock fire de- 
partments because Davey had no fire 
protection. 

Bucket brigades were organized to 
combat the flames until the Lincoln fire 
department arrived with chemical ap- 
paratus. By then the buildings involved 
were a mass of flames and the firemen 
tould only protect other structures. 


In what must have been a monu- 
mental effort, telephone service was 
restored early Monday morning with 
subscribers out of service only a few 
hours. 


Seven years after the Davey fire the 
Colon exchange was destroyed. Fire 
broke out at 1:30 am. on March 18, 
1926 in an adjoining building. It spread 
to the telephone office and hotel, de- 
stroying them. The loss was estimated 
at $10,000. 


Mrs. Divis, chief operator, and her 
three children escaped from the burn- 
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ing telephone building with only their 
nightclothes. (At that time small town 
chief operators and their families usu- 
ally lived in the telephone building.) 

An emergency switchboard was dis- 
patched from Lincoln early that morn- 
ing and was working by afternoon. 

On January 22, 1938 fire broke out in 
the Weeping Water exchange. It swept 
up from a basement, ultimately destroy- 
ing five structures and wiping out 12 
business establishments with a $75,000 
loss. 

The LT&T office was located on the 
second floor of one of the buildings 
which was destroyed. However, the 
Commercial office was located across 
the street from the burned building. 

Night Operator Shirley Baker, who 
had been awakened by smoke at 1:30 
a.m., sounded the alarm to the lines in 
the burning buildings and summoned 
help. 

Even before the fire was out, Com- 
mercial employee Eva Fern Davis 
started going over records. Two emer- 
gency switchboards were sent to the 
scene, one magneto and one common 
battery. Also dispatched were a main 
frame and battery. Later a two posi- 
tion common battery was moved in. 

It has been nearly three decades since 
the last LT&T central office was de- 
stroyed by fire. Since then there have 
been important gradual changes in of- 
fice location and construction and other 
improvements which have reduced this 
hazard. 

Other fires have damaged exchanges 
or cables, but our records show only 
these five central office switchboards 
destroyed. 


New Cayployees 


Accounting 
Karen R. Isaacson..Machine Opr. ..---- 9- 5 
Commercial 
Carolyn R. Kaplan..Secretary ...-..-.------ 9-27 
Rosemarie Thurin..PT Clerk Typist ....9- 5 
Plant 
Jack Billings.......... Groundman ......---- 9-18 
Bruce L. Burgess....Groundman .......--- 9-18 
Harry E. 

Daniels, Jr........- Groundman ......---- 9-12 

Gary K. Longsine.... Toll Ter. Radiom. 

Auburn: ws.csc0- 9-13 
Janis L. Mayfield..Ser. Opr., Lincoln ..9-18 
Patrick L. Mitchell..Groundman ....-.-.-- 9-25 
Cheryl .K.. Moore: ...5éf,. Opi. «s<0.0.5--6 9-19 
Karolyn J. Moore..Steno, Supply -.-..--- 9-25 
Terry K. Morlok....Gar. Ser. PT ......-- 9= 5 
William R. 

6 <-)) | er Groundman .......--- 9-25 
Donald P. Roth.....- Gor. Ser, RP. xe 9- 5 
James A. Westfall..Groundman .....-...- 9-25 

Traffic 
Laura E. Allbright..Opr., Lincoln .......- 9-25 
Linda G. Beer........ Opr., Lincoln -2-..-.. 9-11. 
Susan E. 

Cederdahl ........ Opr., LIncolt:.2.4.2 9-11 
Leslie Y. Colling....Opr., Lincoln ........ 9-18 
Twila Mae 

BET oe | re Opr., Seward .......- 9- 5 
Lynette L. 

Dunklau .......... Opr., LINCO: i25.«: 9-19 
Linda S. Glathar....Opr., Lincoln -....... 9-18 
Phyllis 1. Gress...... Opr., Nebr. City ..9-18 

‘Rite GG, Haiiccc.ice Opr;, Lincoln uc. 9- 3 
Peggy S. Harman....Opr., Lincoln ........ 9-12 
*Patricia A. 

Heidenreich ...... Opr., PT, Lincoln ..9-10 
Cheryl A. Hoy........ Ont, LIMCOWt asiscxe: 9- 6 
Sandra J. Keene....Opr., Lincoln -....... 9-19 
Susan M. Knox...... Opr., Lincoln .:....- 8-28 
Pauline A. 

Kuhlman ........-. Opr., LINCOM: .cceces. 9-1] 
Jo: N, Limles.cec..2 Opr., Lincoln 2. 9-25 
Cheryl L. Luedke..Opr., Lincoln ........ 9-12 
Catherine R. 

Mathias «........... Opr.; LIne sees 9-11 
Marcia A. 

Menefee .........- Opi, LATiGOln assscsc. 8-28 
Candy A. Merley....Opr., Lincoln ......-- 9-11 
Connie K. 

Obermeier .......- Opr., Lineoln osc. 9- 6 
Hilda D. Ogier...... pr LAMCONY: sacccce: 9-12 
Lois J. Ostrander....Opr., Lincoln ........ 9-11 
*Lorna J. Patterson..Opr., Lincoln .......- 9-11 


*Neva J. Pelowski....Opr., PT, Lincoln ..9- 5 
Radonda S. 

Petersen .......... fr: LANICOIN aucvca 9-12 
Linda M. Radachi..Opr., Lincoln -.....-. 9-1] 
Marla M. Rink...... Opr., Nebr. City ..9-18 
Marlene L. 


RODOFIS.. haswsceees Opr.,. Lincoln-....-. 9-18 
Barbara R. 
SHINIBY vicccieess. Opr., Lincoln ........9-18 


*Rhonda L. Skinner..Opr., PT, Lincoln ..9-1 1 


Louise A. Sisel...... , Lineolri sc: 8-28 
Shirley S. oy. LinGola wsccsc. 9-18 
Barbara Voss....-....-- Opr., Lincoln... 9-11 
Betty L. Wade...... Opr., Lincoln ......- 9-19 
Connie J. Weeks....Opr., Lincoln -....-.. 9-25 
Bonnie J. 

Wiechbrodt ...--- Oor:, Lincoltt: 12. 9-19 


*Re-employed 


Savings Bond Quiz 


Question: Since | have no relatives, how do 
| go about naming my church as the 
beneficiary or co-owner of the Savings 
Bonds | own? 

Answer: Unfortunately, you can’t. Regula- 
tions provide that bonds issued in either 
case must name natural persons only. But 
you could write a will leaving the bonds 
to your church. Bonds may, of course, 
be purchased by you in the name of the 
church as sole owner. 

Question: Several months ago, someone 
wrote to inquire about the then current 
value of a $1,000 Series E Bond bought 
in June, 1942. | don’t have a $1,000 
bond, but | do own several $100 bonds 
bought that same month. What are they 
worth? 

Answer: Each of your $100 bonds bought 
in June, 1942, were worth $161.64 in 
December, 1966. As you will realize, 
that is quite a bit more than the $75 
you paid for each of them. 

Question: Back in the early 1940's, my 
aunt bought a number of Series E Bonds 
in various War Bond drives. We came 
across them the other day while helping 
her clean out some papers. Are they any 
good? 

Answer: Just as good as the day she bought 
them; even more so, because interest has 
been accruing on them since that day and 
is continuing to accrue. No E Bond ever 
sold has stopped earning interest. 


Headlines 


Mr. and Mrs. Phil Bohi of David City 

organized a girls softball team during the 
summer. .. Boyd Imler, Superior, is a 
member of the Four-Gallon-Club of the Red 
Cross blood donor program. Wilma 
Drake, Genera! Traffic, is Second Vice Presi- 
dent of the PBX Club in Lincoln. . . . Tyler 
Ryan, Vice President, has been elected presi- 
dent of the Kiwanis Club of Lincoln. 
Ed Ernst, Nebraska City, was pictured in the 
News-Press presenting a basket of apples to 
a merchandise winner in his community... . 
Gor Donnelson, Personnel, has been elected 
president of the Capitol City Y's Men Club, 
a YMCA affiliate. 
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Promotions, 


Transfers, 


Title Changes 


Accounting 


Charles E. Greene, Personnel Clerk temp 
to PT Staff Assistant. 

Frank H. Hilsabeck, Jr., Printing Machine 
Operator to Staff Assistant. 

Delmer E. Vanderbeek, Male clerk to Data 
Processing Tech. 

Larry L. Willet, Male Clerk to Data Proc- 
essing Tech. 


Commercial 


Ronnie J. Howat, Groundman to PT Coin 
Collector. 
Joy L. Smith, Other General Offices to 


General Commercial. 
Engineering 


Donald E. Jones, Construction Foreman, 
Beatrice to Field Engineer, Lincoln. 


Plant 


Gilbert M. Farnsworth, Janitor to Ground- 
man. 

Lonny G. Ganzel, Groundman to Line- 
man. 

Jerry R. Hutchinson, Splicer’s 
Combinationman. 

William A. Morlok, Warehouseman_ to 
Janitor. 

Warren K. Nilsson, 
Switchman. 

Donald L. Siske, Lineman to Combination- 
man. 

Warren K. Nilsson, Switchman to Shop- 
man. 

James L. Stopek, Warechouseman to Com- 
binationman. 

James L. Story, Toll Terminalman to Ad- 
vanced Clerical. 


General Traffic 


Robert J. Roth, Traffic Equipment Engi- 
neer to Traffic Engineer. 


Bhessed ays 


Don and Jaleyn Stacy are the parents of 
a boy, born September 17. His name is 
Randall James. Jaleyn is from Traffic Unit 1. 

Mr. and Mrs. Don Eis are parents of a 
boy, born June 15. He is Danny Ray. Don 
works in the Supply Department. 

Tom Curry and his wife Pearl are the 
parents of a baby girl, born Sept. 27. Tom 
works in the Custodial Department in Lin- 
coln. 


Helper to 


Warehouseman to 


The Areas 


Beatrice Area 
by Irma Arnold 


Sandy Souders, with husband and children, 
took a four-day trip to the Black Hills. 
Beryl Leslie spent her vacation visiting in 
Denver and with relatives in Scottsbluff and 
Gering. Beryl saw the old Army Fort at 
Fort Laramie, Wyoming and also attended the 
State Fair in Lincoln. . Katie Widick, 
Veronica Siske and Beryl Leslie were in 
Seward to attend the Pioneer Ladies Steak 
Fry. ... Hedwig Elmshaeuser spent her va- 
cation on the farm visiting her sister and 
family. Hedwig was especially pleased during 
this time to attend the graduation of her 
niece from the State University of Illinois. 
. . . Myrtle Janssen, with six grandchildren, 
went to the State Fair and had a wonderful 
time eating hamburgers, cotton candy, etc. 
Then the Janssen family all gathered in the 
evening to celebrate two family birthdays 
with dinner at the El Rancho and bowling 
afterwards. Dianne Prall was in Lincoln 
for her first look at a brand new niece. 
During John Turner’s vacation he and his 
wife took their daughter to school. She 
will be a student at Peru college. ... Mr. 
and Mrs. J. H. Roland visited in Kansas City 
on his vacation. 


Fairbury Area 
by Lois Godfrey 


Wes Anderson attended an Automatic Elec- 
tric school on SATT in Chicago, Illinois... . 
J. L. Summers and his crew from Hebron 
have been working in Fairbury on the high- 
way relocation. .. . Mike Danaher is driving 
a new Plymouth Company car. . Velda 
Wagner and family visited relatives in Good- 
land, Kansas. . . . Floyd Nave and wife took 
a vacation in their new camper in Nebraska 
and Wyoming... . Syl Nespor vacationed by 
painting his parents’ house in Odell. ... 
Yours Truly and husband visited the Jess 
Parkers in Nebraska City and also in Lincoln. 

. Neil Brauch visited relatives in Lincoln 
and Omaha. 


Hastings Traffic 
by Clara M. Chambers 


Since Celeste Bunde is home on leave be- 
cause of the stork, I will take over the news 
writing chores for a while. . .. Carol Schlem- 
mer is also on leave. Cool Colorado 
seemed to be a favorite vacation spot this 
year. Edith Seward was first with an August 
vacation spent in the mountains at Evergreen, 
Colorado. While we were sweltering back 
here, she was sleeping under blankets every 
night. She really enjoyed that wonderful 
mountain air and sightseeing around Central 
City where they took in the opera and other 
attractions. She also attended a family re- 
union at Bailey, Colorado. ... Virginia Baker 
also went to Central City, Colorado in Sep- 
tember, accompanied by her mother and a 
friend. . . . Darlene Brooks divided her time 
between Denver, Colorado and Lincoln, Ne- 
braska. . . . Helen Rothfuss and family took a 
vacation trip to California. She especially 
enjoyed not having to cook or do housework 
for two weeks. . . Elaine Kerschner and 
family went to Yellowstone Park where they 
saw the many sights, the bears, and the beau- 
tiful Jackson Hole country. ... Chief Opera- 
tor Marie Pearson spent most of her vacation 
at home entertaining relatives. She did take 
one day to go out to help Ogallala celebrate 
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Her 21st birthday was a big day for Cheryl 
Nelson, Co-op. She was named “Secretary of the 
Day” by a local radio station and awarded a 
pretty corsage, dinner for two, and two tickets 
to a theater. Surprised Cheryl missed the early 
radio announcement of the occasion and first 
learned of her selection from friends. Topping it 
off was the fact that the day before she won a 
transistor radio in a contest. 


George Eggleston, Auburn, gives a tip of his 
Centennial hat as he displays this year’s fashion 
in his community. George has charge of the Cen- 
tennial hat and tie promotion in Auburn. Notice 
the luxuriant mustache he has sprouted for the 
Centennial year. Photo was taken by the Auburn 
Press-Tribune. 


their Frontier Days. Relaxing at home were 
Carol Henry, Betty Mooney, Maxine Jones, 
Donna Brunswig, Florence Uhrmacher, Donna 
Giese and Minnie Schlitt. . . . Dorothy Em- 
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merick braved the Labor Day traffic and 
drove to Salina, Kansas, to visit her grand- 
mother. . . . Charlotte Whiting and Norma 
Vineyard were among the State Fair visitors. 
They reported the Fair was bigger and better 
than ever. . .. Thelma Wilson and family 
spent a weekend in Denver visiting friends 
and relatives. Thelma used to be an operator 
at Denver. . Clara Chambers was a guest 
at the Hastings Past Matrons Club picnic. 
She also attended a Chambers family reunion 
in Superior and one for the other side of the 
house at Hardy. ... Jessie Van Trump and 
Moreane Alidritt, Plant, joined friends in 
Fremont for a weekend of fishing and gabbin’. 
While there they attended a tea at the Dodge 
County Memorial Hospital in honor of those 
who were at the BPW convention in New 
York earlier this year. .. . We’ve had a rash 
of accidents around here. Carol Henry’s 
brother broke his leg at football practice. 
Betty Magee’s son, Greg, was involved in a 
car accident and suffered head injuries. Max- 
ine Jones was hit broadside in an intersection 
accident. Fortunately neither she nor her 
grandmother was hurt, but her car was 
rather badly damaged. Recent office 
visitors included Mrs. Juanita Ettleman, Chief 
Operator at Nebraska City. ... All-in-a-day’s- 
work department: The man with a South of 
the Border accent was trying to check to 
be sure he had the right number for his 
brother in Chicago, since the brother didn’t 
answer. When asked how to spell the name 
his reply was, “I don’t know. I can’t read.” 
When information couldn’t find anything that 
looked like his pronunciation, he was in- 
formed of this. He said “You mean he can’t 
read either?’ . . And there was the lady 
trying to call her doctor by DDD. She 
dialed direct all right, but she used her 
prescription number instead of his phone 
number... Needless to say that didn’t work 
even with PPCS. . Our sympathies are 
extended to Catherine Anderson in the loss 
of her grandfather and Lucy Kuhlman in the 
loss of her brother. 


Seward Area 
by Helen Norwood 


There are still some who are enjoying va- 
cations. Don Rutledge spent his vacation in 
the Rocky Mountains. You guessed it, he 
played golf. ... Pixie Welch stayed at home. 

. Shirley Pankoke spent the weekend re- 
cently in Omaha visiting her sister. 
Eleanor Schutz visited her mother in Elwood. 

. . Mr. and Mrs. M. W. Franklin from 
Spokane, Washington, visited our office re- 
cently. Mrs. Franklin is the former Lola 
Langner, cashier at Seward. Mr. Franklin 
is retired from the Lincoln office. 


Controller 


Disbursement Accounting 
by Annette Wunderlich 


R. H. Spohn’s daughter, Sally, has returned 
from her European Tour with many interest- 
ing places, events and experiences to tell 
about. . . Kathy Hartman and roommates 
gave a bridal shower for roommate Ruth at 
the Esquire Club and another shower for 
former roommate, Irene. Kathy Hartman, 
Annette Wunderlich and friends got up at 
5:30 A.M. August 20 to see a girlfriend off 
for her vacation to New Orleans. ... Mila 
Guenther, her husband and two other couples 
all celebrated their wedding anniversaries 
together at the Esquire Club September 8th. 
It was Mila and Cork’s tenth. Ailene 


‘s 
————— 
=~ 

— 
— —— 
= 
SS 
SS 
= 


Loading up for the trip to Omaha are these retired telephone folks. 


Retired Group Takes a River Excursion 


@ A GROUP OF retired LT&T em- 
ployees took a one-day excursion to 
Omaha September 21, courtesy of the 
Frank H. Woods Telephone Pioneer As- 
sociation. 

The retirees gathered about 10:30 a.m. 
at the general office building in down- 


town Lincoln, where they stepped onto 
two busses for the morning trip. In- 
cluded were lunch in Omaha and a 
river excursion on the boat River Belle. 

The oldsters have been treated each 
year for several years to a similar jaunt 
by the Pioneers. 


Wilkinson is now vacationing at home in 
O'Neill... . Kathy Sullivan went to Washing- 
ton for her vacation to visit her sister, 
brother-in-law, and her persistent suitor, a 
pilot for United Airlines. There they attended 
the Nebraska-Washington game. Kate tells 
us they were the only ones in town celebrat- 
ing that evening. .. . Estelle Foght had sev- 
eral guests last month. A girlfriend’s son and 
daughter rented an airplane and flew out 
from Denver for a weekend, Estelle’s sister 
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came from Topeka, Kansas for a week and 
Blanche Buel (formerly in Revenue Account- 
ing) was here from New Orleans to see her. 
All this while she was measuring for and 
selecting new drapes and canning all sorts of 
goodies. ... Let’s welcome Charles Greene to 
our office. Charles comes in three mornings 
a week and meanwhile is working toward his 
Master’s degree in Secondary Education... 

John Backstrom’s wife has returned from 
Virginia after visiting with their daughter 
and new grandchild. . Guess you've all 
heard about the Accounting party by now. 
It was at the NCO Air National Guard Club. 
Charlie Lindgren was chief cook. ... Dick 
Yost and Frau were in Omaha at Dick’s sis- 
ter’s for their fourth anniversary where they 
had what sounds like a tasty duck dinner. 
Dick’s Dad was in Lincoln visiting from 
Hastings. . . . George Hunt was in the Cen- 
tennial Parade. His sister and brother-in-law 
were here the weekend of September 23rd 
from Kansas City, Kansas. George was at the 
Central State Shrine Convention in Omaha. 
; Don Piersol worked on the Big Red 
Rendezvous for the Jaycees. They are host- 
ing out-of-town Jaycees to lunch, beer, NU 
games, dinner and dances during the foot- 
ball season. Don is also director-in-charge of 
the Jaycees Budget for 1968. . . . Irene Stolz, 
Mila Guenther, Ailene Wilkinson, Annette 
Wunderlich, Evette Juengel, little Scott 
Juengel, Cheryl Nelson and Mrs. Nelson gave 
a birthday luncheon for Marcella Schmidt. 
Marcella, a former employee, is now at home 
with her five month old daughter, Stacy Lee. 


Data Processing Center 
by Evette Juengel 


September 2, Zigrida Taurins and family 
attended the Nebraska Centennial Parade. 


Zigrida’s husband had an active part in the 
Latvian Float which appeared in the parade. 
. . . Those families attending the Nebraska 
State Fair from our office were Kay Bayless, 
Vince Clayton, Frank Hilsabeck, Fred Oelt- 
jen, Janie Schafer, Zigrida Taurins and Jo 
Ann Templeton. Kay and Jo Ann attended 
the grandstand show and saw Lawrence Welk 
with his famous group. ... Larry Willet is 
now an official or referee of the NSAA- 
Nebraska Schools’ Activities Association. You 
might see him officiating at some high school 
sporting events. ... Wayne Stahly and family 
finally got around to visiting the Children’s 
Zoo here in Lincoln. All of us should make 
an effort to see it next year—it’s well worth 
the time. ... . During September, the vaca- 
tioners in our office were Jim Barr, Kay 
Bayless, Arlene Blum, Helen Logston and 
Larry Willet. Jim Barr and friends had a 
hectic and hurried ten-day trip. They made 
stops at Detroit, Montreal-World’s Fair, New 
York, and Washington, D.C. Jim said he was 
most impressed by Yankee Stadium, the Em- 
pire State Building and Mount Vernon. Kay 
Bayless and husband drove to Sioux City and 
then to Lewis and Clark Lake. Arlene Blum 
“rested” at home. Helen Playter became 
Helen Logston on her vacation. Helen and 
her hubby vacationed in Estes Park, Scotts- 
bluff and Wyoming. Larry Willet and family 
vacationed through the Black Hills, Custer 
State Park, and saw Lake McConaughy at 
Ogallala. All in all, the group said they had 
fine times. . Jim Barr is now back in 
school full time at the University. Ron Carl- 
son is also attending the U only part time. 
. . . The Accounting Department held a 
“Sizzle Burger Night” at the Air National 
Guard Armory on September 15. In at- 
tendance from our office were Kay Bayless, 
Ron Carlson, Vince Clayton, Frank Hilsa- 
beck, Fred Oeltjen and Jo Ann Templeton. 
. . . September 16, my husband attended the 
Nebraska-Washington State football game in 
Seattle. Had a grand trip and saw a very 
excellent game! ... Jo Ann Templeton at- 
tended the Ak-Sar-Ben Rodeo in Omaha Sep- 
tember 22. ... Jim Barr celebrated a birth- 
day in September as did Frank Hilsabeck and 
Helen Logston. . .. Bill and Marlene Nuttle- 
man celebrated their anniversary by seeing 
“Barefoot in the Park’? at the Cooper in 
Omaha. ... The Vince Clayton’s attended a 
Bohemian wedding dance with friends in 
September. Vince and Mary Ann enjoyed all 
the dancing, even though they tired quickly. 
. . . Roger and Norene Ehrlich celebrated 
Norene’s birthday at the Esquire Club Sep- 
tember 26. 
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Displaying their Centennial beards are Earl J. 
Schemmerhorn, Wes D. Anderson, and John D. 
Brockmeyer, all of Fairbury. The picture was 
taken in July and the whiskers had been growing 
about six months. 
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Custodial Department 
by Velma Schaaf 


Alta Akers spent two days wandering around 
at the State Fair. Her time was not com- 
pletely lost, as she signed her name to a slip 
of paper and came out the winner of an 
electric blender. . . . Helen Martin has re- 
turned to work following surgery and says 
she feels as good as new. . . . Mary Johnson 
and her friend, Wilma, spent a Saturday in 
Hastings just shopping around. ... Phil 
Garvey took three weeks vacation travelling 
through the Western and Southwestern states. 
... Yours Truly has just learned that daugh- 
ter and son-in-law Mr. and Mrs. Lonnie 
Hanna have a new baby born October 2. 


Supply Department 


by Nancy Buck 


Jess Ellis was back for a visit from Albu- 
querque, New Mexico. . Frank Hendrix 
went to Washington and Oregon for his va- 
cation. . . . Lowell Johnson stayed at home 
for his vacation. . . . Milton Royce stayed at 
home most of the time during his vacation. 

. Floyd Barnett went to Minnesota and 
Wisconsin. . . . Dick Hardt has been serving 
on jury duty. . . Al Linden has been on 
vacation in Portland, Oregon. . . . Bill Hartz 
was on a one week vacation just working 
around home... . J. Dittenber vacationed in 
Denver, Colorado. . . . Harold Ehrlich went 
to Fairfield, Iowa to visit his son and family. 
... Ray Sherman stayed around home during 
his vacation. .. . Sidney Maynard had a week 
of vacation. He and his wife moved into a 
house. ... Alan Thavanet went to California 
for two weeks. ... Don Eis was on vacation 
and went to St. Louis, Missouri. 


Traffic 


Unit | 


by Ramona Anderson 


Celebrating wedding anniversaries in the 
month of September were Linda Keller and 
husband, Vic. The couple enjoyed dinner out 
on their second anniversary. ... Randy and 
Jean Huegel were married one year Septem- 
ber 3 and marked the date with dinner out. 
... A box of chocolate candy was enjoyed 
by the girls in our unit, compliments of Dr. 
Frederick Martin Nebe of Lincoln. It seems 
he found some operators especially helpful 


D. J. Sullivan shows the luxuriant chin shrub- 
bery he cultivated for Nebraska’s Centennial cele- 
bration. 


Sheila Story, 12, 
daughter of Jim Story 
of Supply, won first 
place in the “‘musical 
chairs” category at 
the Nebraska State 
Fair riding “Bootsie”’ 
her pony. Here Sheila 
is shown mounted on 
her pony and holding 
the trophy she won. 


in a particular incident. There were 
twenty-five new operators trained this month 
on long distance. ... Our chief operator, Miss 
Melba Richards, was taken ill while on her 
vacation in Durango, Colorado the middle 
part of the month. She was a patient at 
Mercy Hospital... . Others hospitalized dur- 
ing the month were Betty Tucker, who under- 
went surgery and has since, returned to work, 
Rexine Bretta was a hospital patient as was 
Lorna Jean Patterson. Linda Pester was in 
Bryan Memorial. ...A patient at St. Eliza- 
beth Hospital was Lillian Campbell. ... Mary 
Beaty celebrated a birthday September 27. 
Presenting her with a birthday cake was Mrs. 
Krieger. This correspondent was lucky 
enough to be on the scene when it was 
cut! ...A long distance operator trying to 
reach Lincoln inward must have been amazed 
to be answered by “Oklahoma City’’, it seems 
a new operator who had previously worked 
at Oklahoma City was being trained on that 
position! . .. Many operators were on vaca- 
tion, they are as follows: Ella Hansen, 
Eleanor Buettgenback, Shirley Pavey, Evelyn 
Koch, Theresa Peters, Phyllis Lukassen, Edith 
Huges, Dorothea Heckman, Rexine Bretta, 
Bernice Prell, Mary Carmichael, Caroline 
Pabst, Hilda Fitzgerald, Mary Skibinski, 
Jeanette Winslow, Beverly Oestman, Ruth 
Fleischman, Mary Lindquist, Donna Lowell, 
Kathy Heuggler, Jean Tesar, Dianne Lane 
and Ann Glenn. Adeline Weber spent her 
vacation visiting her brother who is hospital- 
ized in California, upon his return from 
Viet Nam. . .. Donna Cuzzupe is the proud 
owner of a 1967 red Camaro. .. . Carol King 
will attend classes at Beatrice Pershing Col- 
lege the coming year as a sophomore. 

Jean Herbolsheimer visited her parents in 
Pierce, the latter part of September and also 


friends in Sioux City, Iowa. ... Nancy Wins- 
low and husband visited parents in Grand 
Island the last week in September. ... Mrs. 


Beach and husband attended the Ak-Sar-Ben 
Rodeo in Omaha. Mr. Beach’s niece, Gay 
Mason was crowned queen of the Arabian 
Horse Class and presented with red roses 
and a bracelet. She wore a red and white 
pant suit... . During remodeling on the third 
floor operators’ lounge and snack bar, many 
girls have taken to the stairway for exercise. 


Unit Il 


by Jeralyn Pittman 


There are many ways in which one can 
tell that the fall season has arrived. One can 
look at the calendar; observe the leaves as 
they begin to change to hues of red and gold; 
feel the evening air as it becomes cooler and 
nippy. However, in our department there is 
another sure sign—the increase of business 
due to returning students and fall activities. 
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: . A few fortunate Unit Two’ers had fall 
vacations. Alice Peters, who vacationed the 
month of September, was in Fremont with 
relatives and friends. . .. Dea Hays, who also 
had a long vacation, ventured to Sou.n Da- 
kota with her mother. They enjoyed visiting 
Dea’s brother and his family in Yankton, 
South Dakota and Dea’s niece and her family 
in Sioux Falls. . Lynn Jensen attended 
classes in the afternoons and relaxed at home 
or attended movies in the evenings during her 
vacation. . . . Our bulletin board displayed 
announcements of fall events. Rhea Hatch, 
former Unit II operator and husband Ken, 
announce the arrival of Scott Allen, born 
September 8. . Kathy Eskey and Gary 
Steinke’s October 1 wedding was announced. 

. . There were two fall engagements in our 
unit. Barbara Rustermier announced plans 
to wed next May and Vicki Rearick is also 
sporting a lovely ring, but has not yet set 
the date. . . . Two operators have been hos- 
pitalized. Jimmie Holloway wishes to thank 
all those who remembered her with cards 
during her hospital stay. Joan Kubes 
was released from the hospital and was re- 
covering satisfactorily, but still on sick dis- 


SWAP 
Column 


For Sale, two 7:10x15 snow tires, white 
sidewall, mounted on Ford wheels. One 
7:10x15 snow tire, unmounted. Bob 
Turner, phone 488-1406. 


For Sale, Purebred male Boston Bulldog, 6 
years old, all shots. $25. Phone 488-7790. 


Card of Thanks 


| would like to thank the Telephone Com- 
pany and Telephone Pioneers for the 
lovely flowers and all the Telephone 
people for the cards and letters sent to 
me while | was in the hospital in New 

York. 
Les Livingston 
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Most accidents at railroad grade crossings involve motorists who live within 25 miles of the 
crossings, the National Safety Council points out, and warns motorists that—due to early dark- 
ness, rain, sleet and snow—this hazardous situation is intensified during winter months. (Na- 


tional Safety Council Photo) 


A LEADER IN NEBRASKA 
First successful dial exchange 
First mobile telephone service 
First operator toll dialing 
First subscriber toll dialing 
First IMTS mobile service 
First inward WATS in the nation 
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Our Cover 


@ [T IS SAID that Teddy Roose- 
velt, staunch conservationist of 
our national resources, once ob- 
jected so strenuously to the use 
of Christmas trees that he would 
not permit his children to have 
one. He relented only wpon being 
assured that the trees wsed for 
this purpose were “thinned out’ 
of the forests, actually improving 
the timber stands, instead of de- 
pleting them. 

If his reluctance to cut down a 
tree was as severe as reported, 
Teddy would have favored the 
tree shown on our cover. It is 
made of seaweed and belongs to 
Marie Vidlock, who erected it last 
Christmas in the Controller’s re- 
ception room. 

To our mind it could be made 
more attractive only if surround- 
ed by colorful gift telephones, 
which are being suggested for 
holiday giving by our Company. 


Are You Up to Date? 


@ IS YOUR group life insurance up to 
date? Is the right beneficiary named? 
If there has been a change in your bene- 
ficilary you should make it official by 
formally designating this revision. 

The Company’s Group Plan provides 
that you may at any time designate a 
new beneficiary by filing a written re- 
quest. You may do so by obtaining the 
proper form from your supervisor. 

If you are newly married you will 
certainly want to change your bene- 
ficiary to your new spouse. Other in- 
stances where a beneficiary change is 
in order includes deaths, re-marriage, 
and others. 

Changing the beneficiary is important 
because the insurance company can 
make payment only to the properly des- 
ignated beneficiary. There have been 
instances in which the insurance pro- 
ceeds were not paid to wives, for ex- 
ample, because the deceased employee 
had failed to file a change of bene- 
ficiary form. 


Plant Department 
ACCIDENT REPORT 


Year Through September 
ON THE JOB 1967 1966 


Lost Time Accidents 


No Lost Time Accidents....53 54 
OFF THE JOB 


Lost Time Accidents 

No Lost Time Accidents.. 
MOTOR VEHICLE 

Our Fault 

Their Fault 

Unknown or Other 
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By Kenneth Clinefelter 


[DECEMBER IS the month of Christ- 
mas, to many people the most im- 
portant holiday of the year. It is a time 
when they feel particularly close to 
their families and friends and when 
they want to spend the day with them. 
But for telephone operators and some 
other telephone employees it will be 
a day of work. This religious holiday 
is particularly busy for the telephone 
companies. Operating boards in our 
Company will be fully staffed. 

There will also be a force of Plant 
personnel on hand to make sure that 
telephones are working and that re- 
pair service is available for those who 
need and want telephone service. 

While more than a few “outsiders” 
might consider having to work on the 
Yule holiday an unthinkable imposition, 
telephone people, we have found, have 
a different attitude. They understand 
that their efforts make for a happy 
holiday for others, and while their work 
schedule may be inconvenient for fam- 
ily gatherings, usually adjustments can 
be made. 

Those whose duties call for work on 
the holiday share in a special kind of 
“pay’—the knowledge that they are 
helping make a happier, more pleasant 
Christmas for a great number of people 
whose only contact with close relatives 
on the holiday is a phone call. This is 
the true spirit of Christmas. 


In December, winter also has its of- 
ficial beginning, on the 21st if we re- 
member our dates correctly. Nebras- 
kans frequently get a preview of win- 
ter before that date with some blustery, 
cold and snowy weather. 

Of importance to Americans is an- 
other December date, the 15th. This is 
the 176th anniversary of the Bill of 
Rights, the first ten amendments to the 
Constitution. This remarkable docu- 
ment assures Americans of some of 
their most basic rights. 


In our September-October issue we 
unintentionally slighted W. R. Behrns 
of Wahoo, who observed his 25th an- 
niversary with the Company in Sep- 
tember. We printed his picture on our 
service anniversary page, correctly la- 
beled, all right. But we somehow 
omitted listing him along with the 
more than 100 other employees who 
also observed service anniversaries in 
the same month. Our apologies to Mr. 
Behrns. 


The Panel Telephone 


le WILL BE a green Christmas for employees who 
take part in the gift sales promotion this month. 
They'll earn S&H Green Stamps, which are as good 
as greenbacks for a whole catalog full of beautiful 
and useful objects. 

As in the fall sales campaign, LT&T’ers will earn 
Green Stamps based on the value of the annual dollar 
revenue of the items they sell. For Commercial em- 
ployees the ratio is 10 Green Stamps for each dollar 
of added annual revenue. For Plant employees in 
daily contact with our customers, the ratio is 15 
stamps for each dollar of added annual revenue. For 
employees not in daily contact with customers, the 
ratio is 20 stamps for each dollar of added annual 
revenue. 

For Christmas, the emphasis is on residence ex- 
tensions, color sets, wall Starlites, desk Starlites, Eri- 
cofons, panel telephones and a second resident line 
for teenagers. 

To encourage customers to increase their phone 
power, the service connection charge on new resi- 
dence extensions has been waived through Decem- 
ber 31. 

An equal attraction for those considering the gift 
of added telephone service or a colored or special set 


A Green Christmas 
Hor Emplouers 


is our Company’s offer to gift wrap and deliver the 
phone for display under the recipient’s Christmas 
tree. Gift phones will be delivered in an unmarked 
car, so as to avoid spoiling the surprise for the one 
who is receiving the gift. 

Backing up the Christmas sales effort is an ex- 
tensive advertising promotional effort. Spot com- 
mercials will appear on television stations KHAS, 
KOLN-KGIN during the period of December 4-21. 
Announcements will also be broadcast over radio sta- 
tions KFOR, KLMS, KLIN, KWHG-FM, KHAS, 
KICS, KGMT, KAWL, KRFS, KNCY and KWBE 
throughout our territory during the pre-Christmas 
period. Newspaper advertising will appear in the 
Lincoln daily newspapers and all newspapers in our 
territory. These will be spread over the period from 
December 4 through 21. 

Experience has shown that many of these gift tele- 
phones remain in service year after year. Last year 
a large percentage of the gift telephones in service 
were renewed by the original giver. 

Which makes a lot of sense. The gift of phone 
service is a lasting one, used and appreciated through- 
out the year, and if renewed, throughout many suc- 
ceeding years. 


Pleasing Results in Fall Sales Campaign 


@ PLEASING results were recorded 
in the Calling All Stars fall sales cam- 
paign, reports D. B. Larsen, Sales Super- 
visor. The first two weeks of the event 
resulted in an added gross annual reve- 
nue of $5,502, with 100 employees tak- 
ing part and all areas and exchange 
offices represented. 

The first two weeks’ sales represented 
about 15% of the quota of 2,089 ex- 
tensions set for the fall and Christmas 
campaigns. 


Individual winners of $5 gift certifi- 
cates for the first two weeks of the 
sales effort were: 

Donna Giebelhaus, first and second 
weeks, Lincoln; Gen Graff, first week 
and Mabel Reetz, second, York: Leona 
Yarmon, first and tie of W. R. Behrns 
and Robert Berggren, second, Wahoo: 
Alice Siske, first, Tecumseh; Irene Olt- 
man, first and second, Superior; Harry 
Hill, first and second, Seward; Helen 
Osterholm, first and M. B. Jeanneret, 
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second, Plattsmouth; Adele Ganzel, first 
and Betty Christensen, second, Ne- 
braska City; Marilyn Skarin, first, Has- 
tings; Norbert Finke, first and Bob 
Miller, second, Geneva; R. D. Leonard, 
first and Mandane Reid, second, Fair- 
bury; A. E. Waroholsky, first and sec- 
ond, David City: Loretta McIlnay, first 
and Donna Crecelius, second, Crete; 
Diane Prall, first and second, Beatrice; 
Dorothy Biggerstaff, first and Marce- 
lene Behrends, second, Auburn. 


Community Chest chairman John Olssen of Lincoln gives a congratulatory handshake to LT&T 
United Fund Colonels Jim Cruickshank (center) and Ron Hoffman (left). The incident took place at a 
noontime report luncheon of the United Fund at the Lincoln Center Auditorium. 
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Company President Thomas C. Woods, Jr., (left) presented each of LT&T’s Lincoln drive captains 


with a red feather-capped ‘Oscar’ for their part 


in the successful campaign within LT&T. The 


presentation took place in the company’s eighth floor auditorium in the general office buiiding. 


Ron Hoffman shows some of the figures about 
the Lincoln drive at an employees’ meeting held 
in the Company auditorium. 


Jim Cruickshank keeps a wary eye on the 
projector while showing a film on United Fund 
to a meeting of Lincoln employees. 
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In Lincoln and 
Other Communities... 


United Fund 
Campaigns 
Successful 


T&T LINCOLN employees have 


“wrapped up one of the most suc- 
cessful United Fund Drives they have 
ever held and similar drives in sev- 
eral other LT&T communities were 
also brought to a gratifying conclusion. 

In Lincoln, LT&T is a “unit firm” in 
the United Fund drive. Contributions 
of the employees, the executive group, 
and the corporate gift are lumped to- 
gether in one grand total. This year 
the total from LT&T came to $44,946.65 
which is an 11.1% increase over last 
year’s unit contribution from the Com- 
pany and its employees. 

Receiving the announcement of this 
achievement with obvious pleasure and 
pride at a noon report luncheon of the 
Lincoln drive was Charles Arnold, Field 
Commercial Supervisor, who is head of 
the unit firm section of the campaign 
this year. 

LT&T’s captain-solicited employee 
group in Lincoln this year went 15% 
over their goal of $12,196.80 to pledge 
or collect a total of $14,069.48 for the 
United Fund. This is 22% greater than 
the amount reached last year. Of the 
over 900 employees contributing to the 
fund, 850 are doing so by payroll deduc- 
tion, which spreads their contribution 
over 24 pay periods. 

Drive Colonels Jim Cruickshank 
and Ron Hoffman were jubilant over 
the results of the effort and Company 
President Thomas C. Woods, Jr., beamed 
with pride as he presented “Oscars” to 
the captains who conducted the drive. 

Mr. Woods told the captains, ‘“Tele- 
phone people are more cognizant of 
the problems of the community” than 
most people. He pointed out that the 
LT&T’ers realize that a community 
runs into problems which cannot be 


Drive captains in Lincoln are shown beyond a table full of the ‘Oscar’ awards they earned by conducting the successful drive for funds within LT&T. 


solved by tax supported agencies and 
thus must be met by organizations such 
as those supported by the United Fund. 


“I, for one, am very proud of you,” 
he told the captains of the drive. 


Our Company has long been an en- 
thusiastic backer of Community Chest 
and United Fund drives in our terri- 
tory. Only for these drives does the 
Company offer employees the payroll 
deduction plan for a contribution. No 
other outside-the-Company project has 
this privilege. 

Besides this, LT&T sanctions an ex- 
tensive campaign by employees, on 
Company time for these United Fund 
or Community Chest Drives. 

The reasons for supporting the United 
Fund are many. An important one is 
the fact that by uniting drive efforts 
much time, work and cost can be saved 
by the participants. It is simply a 
means of eliminating much waste. An- 
other virtue of the United Fund is the 
careful examination of each participat- 
ing organization as to their operation 
and budget. 

In Lincoln, 23 agencies benefit from 
the United Fund. In the five other 
LT&T-served communities which have 
such a fund drive, smaller numbers of 
agencies are served. At Beatrice and 
Fairbury there are six. At Hastings 
and Nebraska City there are seven. In 
York there an even dozen. 


In these communities and Lincoln 
employee meetings were held to ex- 
plain the United Fund or Community 
Chest drives and to answer questions. 
Employees were contacted by fellow 
workers and asked for contributions. 
Very nearly all of them responded with 
a gift, most by payroll deduction. 


In Lincoln, the meetings were han- 
dled by Colonels Cruickshank and Hoff- 
man. In the other communities, Charles 
Arnold conducted the meeting and in 
some instances enlisted a local cam- 
paign official to speak to the employees. 


For LT&T the Lincoln United Fund 
is a year-around project. A United Fund 
Council, composed of employees from 
various departments, is a permanent 
group, which meets during the entire 
year. This council plans the fund drives 
and keeps informed of the activities of 
the various agencies served by the 
Fund. 


Present members of the United Fund 
Council are Lowell Tuxhorn, Bonnie 
Hodtwalker, Darlene Remmers, Jim 
Cruickshank, Bob Clifford. Ella Han- 
sen, Hal Feather, Ron Hoffman, Russ 
White, Charles Hansen, Mary Pohlenz, 
Jeralyn Pittman, Jim Story, Rex King, 
Vic Musselman, Bob Tyler, Loran Pow- 
ell, Bob Halvorsen, Merl Sherman and 
Wilma Drake. Mr. Feather is chairman 
of the Council. 

Eleven Lincoln departments had 100% 
participation in the drive. They were 
Construction, Toll Equipment, General 
Commercial, Disbursement Accounting, 
Data Processing, Engineering, Traffic 
Unit I, Traffic Unit II, General Traffic, 
Personnel, and the Executive offices. 

Drive captains in Lincoln were, 

A. J. Harvey and Hal Feather from 
Construction; G. V. King from Cus- 
todial; D. M. Hobson from General 
Plant; Jack Tracy, R. E. Foltz, A. D. 
Thavenet, L. G. Hansen, and Phil Mil- 
ler from Supply; Roy Shelton, L. W. 
Scholl, L. E. Cook, and Jerry Carter 
from the Switchrooms; Richard Hunt 
from Toll Equipment; Don Boerrigter, 
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A. L. Higgins, E. E. Hauschild, Lloyd 
Lane, Lloyd Joe and Donnabelle Schu- 
mann from the Wire Chief’s depart- 
ment; J. J. Caldwell and Roger Weber 
from Area Commercial; Dick Yost from 
Disbursement Accounting; Art Sharp 
and Bob Ross from Revenue Account- 
ing; J. F. Oeltjen from Data Processing; 
Martha Dietrich from General Service; 
K. G. Rising from Engineering; Jean 
Tesar, Betty Hermann, Winona Ste- 
phenson and Lucile Lane from Traffic 
Unit I; Nancy Atkins, Beverly White- 
sel, Barbara Howat and Joyce Paul 
from Traffic Unit II; Pearl Barnhouse 
from General Traffic; Gar Donnelson 
from Personnel; and R. C. Halvorsen 
from the Executive offices. 


At Beatrice, where the community 
goal is $45,000, Llovd Oglesby, Ted 
Leitschuck and Joe Schuller served as 
captains. 


At Fairbury, where the community 
goal is $13,825, R. A. Francis and M. J. 
Danaher served as captains. There was 
100% participation of employees with 
an average gift of $8.18. 

At Nebraska City, where the com- 
munity goal was $18,000, Lonnie Hus- 
ing, Edna Komma, and Loraine Steck- 
ley served as captains. There was 100% 
participation of employees with an av- 
erage contribution of $7.77. 

At York, where the community goal 
was $23,747, Gale Hager, Jr.. and Wel- 
don Duer were captains. There was 
100% participation with an average 
gift of $18.73. 

At Hastings, where the community 
goal was $67,600, Bob Hess, Darlene 
Oliver, Merle Heath, Ewald Ochsner, 
Norma Wicks and Jim Vanderslice were 
captains. 


The telephone exchange at Denton in 1918. The lady is Miss Topping, 
operator at that time. The building is now gone. 


This is an unidentified small telephone exchange. 
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ness did not actually require two operators at the same time. 


The switchboard at Davey in 1917. 


operator and Miss Ericson, operator. 


Shown are Mabel Fisher, 
Desk was for telephone business. 


Probably the busi- 


chief 


fh 


Location of this picture and identity of the girl 


probably one of our exchanges in a small town. 


is unknown. 


It 


is 


The Raymond switchboard in 1918. Mrs. Fulton, operator, was able to 
divert her attenticn from business long enough to be photographed. 


Another unidentified switchboard, showing a typical arrangement in a 
home. Notice the table in the adjoining room, convenient to the board. 


Nebraska Centennial 


There's Been a Big Change in Operating 


VAST CHANGE has occurred in 


the telephone business over the 
years that the state of Nebraska has 
been growing. Nebraska’s statehood 
preceded by several years the inven- 
tion of the telephone, but in general 
terms, the two were infants together. 
Over the years both have developed 
and grown. Back in the pre-World War 
I years when both Nebraska and LT&T 
were mere children, things were a great 
deal different in the telephone business. 
In 1912 the famous Kingsbury agree- 
ment was reached, which provided for 
interconnection of telephone companies. 
At this time, LT&T acquired telephone 
properties in a 22-county area of south- 
east Nebraska. The Company _ still 
serves telephone customers in this area, 
but there is a considerable difference in 
the way LT&T operates. 
Back in those years before World War 
I, just about every little town which 
had telephone service had a telepnone 
switchboard, an operator or two to run 
it, and probably a telephone Plant man 
to maintain the system. There may 


have been some small towns served by 
a nearby exchange, but these certainly 
were rare. 

Our historical files have items refer- 
ring to the telephone business in virtual- 
ly every small town which LT&T 
serves. Most of these towns once had a 
tiny switchboard located in the chief 
operator’s home. 

Operating the switchboard was likely 
to be a family business, with children, 
husband or other relatives relieving the 
chief operator. Of course telephone 
calls were less frequent than they are 
today and a nighttime call was a real 
rarity. 

Because the calls were infrequent, 
often the chief operator could perform 
minor household tasks and still watch 
the board. Many of the small town 
operators served for years, becoming 
widely acquainted and highly regarded 
in their communities. 


Often they could provide extra ser- 
vices impossible today. An operator 
might inform a caller that the party 


he was seeking wasn’t at home, but that 
she had seen him walking towards the 
grocery store (or some other location) 
and she would try to find him there. 
Or she might take a message to be de- 
livered when the party returned home. 

The service given by these early tele- 
phone exchanges was quite satisfactory 
for the times. The old magneto boards 
and telephones are often fondly re- 
called by some of our older retired 
employees and subscribers. 

In the early 1930’s it became apparent 
that new developments had made possi- 
ble the use of unattended dial ex- 
changes in small towns. This progress 
spelled the eventual elimination of the 
village chief operator and one by one 
the small communities were converted 
to this service. The small town “con- 
tract chief operator” has now disap- 
peared from our Company. 

She served an important part in the 
development of our Company and of 
our state, but her job is now obsolete— 
done quickly and efficiently by imper- 
sonal electro-mechanical switches. 


Historian's Plight Is Sometimes Puzzling 


@ SOME OF THE difficulties besetting 
the historian are illustrated by these 
two pictures. The photo at left shows 
an early telephone building. In the pic- 
ture the lettering ‘The Plattsmouth 
Telephone Company” can be discerned 
on the window. So therefore the pic- 
ture must be of the telephone exchange 
at Plattsmouth, right? 


Wrong. The photo at right is pretty 
obviously of the same building, but 
at a later date. It is labeled as belong- 
ing to the Lincoln Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company. 


This picture was taken sometime prior to 1913. 


This doesn’t prove that the location 
is not at Plattsmouth, because LT&T 
did purchase the Plattsmouth telephone 
properties about 1912 or 1913. In fact, 
the editor, having never laid eyes on 
the old Plattsmouth exchange building, 
did assume that this was indeed a pic- 
ture of ‘that structure. 

Then he discovered a reproduction of 
the photo at right had been published 
in a 1915 issue of The Telephone News 
and clearly labeled as being the Have- 
lock exchange building. 

What was wrong? Had there been a 
mistake in the early issue of The News? 


If so, it was never acknowledged in 
print. 

A little sleuthing uncovered the fact 
that the Plattsmouth exchange was or- 
ganized and built in 1898. Later the 
company was expanded to include ex- 
changes at Weeping Water, Louisville, 
Ashland, Elmwood, Greenwood and 
Havelock. LT&T acquired these prop- 
erties about 1913. 

Incidentally, neither the people nor 
the car in the picture at the right have 
been identified. Maybe some of our 
readers can shed some light on the 
identities. 


This picture was taken during 1915. 


Some of the supervisors who were briefed on the new centralized Personnel reccrds system are 


shown at one of the sessions. 


J. E. Geist and Gar Donnelson conducted several meetings to explain the new centralized records 


and Personnel Procedures manual. 


New Centralized Personnel Record System 


@® STARTING THE first of the year, 
LT&T will have a newly centralized 
system of Personnel records. A new 
procedure to bring this about will go 
into effect at that time, bringing with 
it a number of advantages. 

At the same time, the program of 
testing those who apply for jobs with 
our Company will be expanded by the 
addition of the Wunderlich test, which 
will be given to all job applicants. 

By bringing all personnel records to 
one central location, in the Personnel 
Department, it will be possible to more 
easily locate complete and exact in- 
formation regarding employees. Prior 
to the adoption of the new system, it 
has been necessary to gather this in- 
formation from more than one location. 

The new centralized system and the 
changes in procedures connected with 
it were explained to supervisors in a 
series of meetings in November. In ad- 
dition a Personnel Procedures Manual 
has been prepared and supplied to each 
department for easy reference. 

The new system will bring all em- 
ployment interview records into the 
central location. Gathered together 
will be all the various original docu- 
ments relating to the hiring of an em- 
ployee or the filling of a vacancy. In- 
formation about special training or 
classes taken by an employee will also 
be on file. 

The new system results in a modern- 
ization of Personnel procedures and 
records in keeping with the times. 


Mrs. Whitney ACO 


@ JUDY L. WHITNEY has been ap- 
pointed Assistant Chief Operator in 
Traffic Unit I. Mrs. Whitney has over 
14 years of net credited service with 
LT&T, all of it in the Traffic Depart- 
ment. 

She started her career as an operator 
(part time) under her 
maiden name of 
Cleavenger in March 
of 1953. She worked 
as a stenographer in 
General Traffic in 
1954, then later that 
year took a leave of 
absence to become 
Mrs. Whitney. Fam- 
ey) ily responsibilities 

f brought further 

leaves of absence in 


1955 and 1957. 

In November of 1954 Mrs. Whitney 
returned to work as a clerk-typist. In 
November of the following year she 
went back to operating duties in Unit 
I, following another leave of absence. 
She became a Service Assistant in 1964, 
a position she has filled until her ap- 
pointment as Assistant Chief Operator 
October 16 of this year. 

Her experience in a variety of Traffic 
duties will undoubtedly be of great 
value to Mrs. Whitney in her new as- 
signment. 
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Donnelson on Commission 


@® GAR DONNELSON, Personnel Co- 
ordinator, has been appointed by Gov- 
ernor Tiemann to the seven-member 
Nebraska Equal Employment Oppor- 
tunity Commission. He is one of two 
commissioners representing Lincoln and 
will serve a three-year term expiring 
in September of 1970. 

The Commission has been set up to 
receive and investigate charges of un- 
lawful employment practices which 
may be brought under the Nebraska 
Fair Employment Practice Act. 


Mrs. Peters Retires 


@ THERESA PETERS, operator in 
Traffic Unit I, has wrapped up a tele- 
phone career of more than 20 years 
with her November 1 retirement. She 
chose to retire several years ahead of 
the mandatory age. 
Mrs. Peters first appeared on our 
— ss payroll records when 
" her name was Flanni- 
gan. She started as a 
student operator in 
February of 1925 
when she was still in 
her ’teens. Ina 
couple of weeks she 
was assigned duties 
as rural operator and 
in July of that year 
p Wee: -ssresetdeet’ asa line operator. She 
Meee lett LT&T for about 
two decades, returning in April of 1948 
to again become an operator, in Lincoln 
Traffic. She assumed duties as A and L 
operator after about two years had 
elapsed, then, later in 1950, became a 
service assistant. She served alter- 
nately as operator and service assistant 
for several years. 

Theresa has no special plans for her 
retirement other than to “stay at home” 
and presumably devote more full at- 
tention and energy to her domestic in- 
terests. 

The good wishes of her many friends 
in the Company go with her in the new 
career of leisure. 


Yule Holiday To 


HRISTMAS TREATS on the last 

regular working day prior to De- 
cember 25 will help LT&T employees 
observe the Yule holiday again this 
year. “Christmas Observance Day” for 
the Company will be Friday, December 
22. Throughout the territory free cof- 
fee, cookies, candies, nuts, fruits and 
similar treats will be provided at break 
places. Those working away from of- 
fices will return to dispatching points 
early in order to share in the observance 


Suggestion Award 


To Bernice Tyson 


@ A SUGGESTION award of $20 has 
been made to Bernice Tyson of Gen- 
eral Traffic for an idea concerning the 
use of NCR paper. This paper is chemi- 
cally treated to make duplicate copies, 
eliminating the use of carbon paper. 


Mrs. Tyson’s suggestion was that the 
paper be used for the green imprinted 
Sheets of the set of the ‘Proposed Pay 
Roll Change” form. 


Said Mrs. Tyson, “The use of this 
paper will eliminate carbon paper when 
preparing 310’s; will insure four clear 
copies and approval signatures will ap- 
pear on all copies of the set. The usual 
310 carries information across the top, 
in the ‘Remarks’ space and in the 
‘Approval’ space on the forms. There- 
fore, carbon paper used for 310’s soon 
becomes worn out in these areas and is 
of no use for letters or other typewrit- 
ten pages and is disposed of.” 

“When using ballpoint pen to enter 
information, it is often difficult to make 
four clear copies.” She pointed out that 
this situation has been known to resuit 
in discrepancies when the forms are 
prepared in sets of two. 


As in the case of all suggestion 
awards, the full amount was paid io 
Mrs. Tyson with the taxes computed 
and paid by the Company. 


Basketball Team Competes 


@ AN LT&T TEAM is taking part in 
the City Recreation Department Basket- 
ball League in Lincoln this season. They 
started play November 27 and will con- 
tinue into February, with a tournament 
tentatively planned for the period fall- 
ing in the last week of February and 
the first week in March. 


On the roster as final preparations 
were made were David Binkel, Donald 
Duer, Jimmy L. Evans, Paul Hartshorn, 
Don Karnopp, George Mayberry, Gene 
Ryan, Daryl Shipp, Del Vanderbeek, 
Richard Weichbrodt, and Larry Willet. 
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Graduates from the Plant training course on COE equipment are shown here. From left to right 
are Ra’ph Conncrs, Coordinating Plant Superviscr, class members R. D. Lemkau, R. J. Flowers, R. J. 
Uffelman and K. F. Dill; M. C. Walker, Chief Engineer in charge of Plant and Engineering; and E. C. 


Schrank, Plant Training Supervisor. 


Four Graduate from 


@ FOUR MORE men have graduated 
from a five-week Plant training course 
on COE equipment. They are Robert D. 
Lemkau, Ronald J. Uffelman, Kenneth 
F. Dill, and Robert J. Flowers. 

The class is instructed by Training 
Supervisor E. C. Schrank. 

The four men were called Oc- 
tober 27 to the General Plant office 
where they were presented with hand- 
some vecrolls attesting to their success- 
ful completion of the course. Making 
the presentation was M. C. Walker, 
Chief Engineer in charge of Plant and 
Engineering. On hand for the occasion 
were Ralph Connors, Coordinating Plant 
Supervisor and Schrank. 


Pioneers Add Members 


@ FIVE NEW regular members and 
four new auxiliary members have been 
added to the Frank H. Woods Telephone 
Pioneer Association. The new members 
are D. J. Sullivan of Waverly; James 
A. Rhodes of Ashland; R. L. Cotton, 
Kenneth L. Paro and Darrell F. Nee- 
mann of Lincoln. New auxiliary mem- 
bers are Anna Mae Rhodes of Ashland; 
Geraldine M. Neeman and Vivian L. 
Paro of Lincoln; and Katrine K. Find- 
ley of Crete. 


Be Observed December 22 


and retired employees will be invited 
to stop in and have some of the goodies. 

The holiday treats will be available 
over a 24-hour period from 8 a.m. on 
Friday, December 22 to 8 a.m. on Sat- 
urday, December 238. This will make it 
possible for all employees working dur- 
ing that period to take part in the fes- 
tivities, no matter what their work 
schedule. 

Children’s parties have been sched- 
uled for each area or exchange and 


will be announced locally. In some 
cases, nearby communities will cooper- 
ate in one joint party for the young- 
sters, but all of the kids will get a 
special treat. 

In Lincoln, a children’s party is set 
for December 16 at the Nebraska Thea- 
ter. The party will start at 9:30 a.m. 
and continue until 1l a.m. Several car- 
toons will be shown, Santa Claus will 
make an appearance, and children will 
be given Christmas treats. 
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Plant Training Class 


New Duties for Lyle 


@ THE APPOINTMENT of Lyle Rei- 
ghard as Government Communications 
Supervisor in the General Commercial 
Department has been announced by the 
Company. The position is a new one, 
created because of the growing impor- 
Sana , tance and size of the 
telephone communi- 
cations services pro- 
| vided for different 
| government agencies. 
| In his new position, 
Mr. Reighard will 
have responsibilities 
in connection with 
coordinating LT&T 
services to the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska, 

the State Capitol 
building and agencies, and the city 
government as well as non-military 
federal government agencies. 

Lyle has over 20 years of service with 
LT&T, having started his telephone 
career in 1947. He was in military ser- 
vice about two years in the early 
1950’s. His telephone service includes 
work as a janitor (part time), work in 
the Construction Department and duties 
in Commercial. In 1956 he became a 
Commercial Representative and in 1962 
a Service Engineer. In 1965 he assumed 
duties as a General Commercial Staff 
Assistant and in 1966 became Area Sales 
Supervisor, a position he has held to 
the present time. 


Series E United States Savings 
Bonds now pay 4.15 per cent, 
when held to maturity of 7 years; 


their companion Freedom Shares 
pay 4.74 per cent, when held to 
maturity of 4% years. 


T-V Transmission, Incorporated 


Subsidiary a Growing ‘Child’ 


Two YEARS AGO T-V Transmission, 

Incorporated, was a feeble infant, 
whose future was largely unknown. 
Today, TTI is past the infant stage 
and is a study child, “growing like a 
weed.” 

TTI is a wholly owned subsidiary of 
LT&T. For a monthly rental charge it 
connects subscribers to a large, high 
quality central television antenna. That 
is, it does this in the towns in which 
it has started operations. 

When the subsidiary company was 
formed about two years ago it wasn’t 
really in business at all. It existed, 
but had no television antenna systems. 
Today TTI provides service to residents 
of nine different towns. Three more 
communities and part of a fourth are 
to be added to this list in 1968. 

First steps for the infant TTI two 
years ago was to actually get into busi- 
ness. It began a vigorous campaign to 
obtain franchises and started off things 
by buying existing Cable TV systems in 
Fairbury and York, in March and May 
of 1966, respectively. 

Then a system was built at Superior, 
going into operation in the late sum- 
mer or fall of 1966. Systems at Seward 
and Tecumseh were added next, in the 
spring and fall of 1967, and most re- 
cently put in service are those at Paw- 
nee City, Table Rock, Humboldt, and 
Auburn. 

In 1968, systems at Crete, Nebraska 
City, and David City are expected to 
go into use. 

Biggest town in which TTI will oper- 
ate is the Capital City of Lincoln. Con- 
struction of a system has started and 
a 50-mile portion is to be operational in 
1968. By late in 1968, cable television 
service is expected to be available in 
the entire area west of 33rd Street in 
Lincoln. The northeast section of town 
should have service in the summer of 
1969. 

Early in its existence the new com- 
pany was hustling to obtain franchises 
and buy existing systems. Now it is past 
its initial stage of growth and is moving 
into another type of expansion. 

The new phase of growth is that of 
adding customers in existing systems 
and of moving into allied service. 

Conrad Bastow, TTI manager, says, 
“There is a tremendous future in closed 
circuit service in conjunction with the 


TV system.” Already TTI has two such 
customers. 

These closed circuit television systems 
are used to detect and control thievery, 
vandalism and other unlawful acts and 
also for product quality control. 

But the furnishing of cable TV ser- 
vice is still the big part of TTI’s oper- 
ation. Reception of this relatively new 
(to Nebraska) type of service has been 
excellent in many cases. 

At Fairbury, where there were an 
estimated 512 subscribers when TTI 
bought the system in March of 1966, 
there were 622 by mid October 1967, a 
growth of over 20 per cent. At York, 
purchased in May of 1966, an initial list 
of 480 subscribers had grown by mid 
October 1967 to 646—an even more 
substantial growth. 

Bastow credits this increase in sub- 
scribers to “good merchandising and 
excellent technical standards.” 

He finds the results at Seward, which 
went into operation only last spring, 
also gratifying. There were 130 sub- 
scribers and 175 connections when the 
system officially went into operation. 
After an expected slump due to slow 
Summer months and a loss of early sub- 
scribers who probably never expected 
to retain the service, the number by the 
fall of 1967 was back to its original size 
and growing. 

Why do people subscribe to a cable 
television service? 

The primary reason is to get more 
channels than they can get with an 
ordinary rooftop antenna. The TTI sys- 
tems provide a high grade of reception 
from a wide variety of channels. 

Another very important reason, espe- 
cially to owners of color TV sets, is bet- 
ter reception. 

Then there are customers who find 
the extra related services attractive. 
These are time and weather reporting 
and background music. And subscrib- 
ers are sometimes sold on the service 
because of the safety and esthetic ad- 
vantages. They no longer have to own 
and maintain an ugly rooftop antenna 
which could possibly come _ toppling 
down in a windstorm, creating addi- 
tional damage, or attracting lightning. 

The TTI subsidiary still is a child, 
with a whole uncharted future ahead 
of it. But it is a sturdy youngster grow- 
ing healthily and showing early signs 
of great promise. 
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Anniversaries 


Irene Combs 
Lincoln 


25 


Years 


Mabel Volpp 
Lincoln 


David Mohr 
Lincoln 


46 YEARS H.H. Lahr, Hastings. 

43 YEARS W. A. Rosenthal, Lincoln. 
42 YEARS J. E. Backstrom, Lincoln. 
40 YEARS Irene M. Combs, Lincoln. 


35 YEARS Miriam I. Carter, Lincoln; R. E. 
Hibbert, Lincoln. 


32 YEARS Marie K. Jackson, Lincoln. 
30 YEAR$ Ethel A. Daharsh, Lincoln. 
28 YEARS Mandane D. Reid, Fairbury. 


26 YEARS D. D. Smith, Lincoln; Clara E. 
Costello, Nebraska City. 


25 YEARS Mabel M. Volpp, Lincoln. 


35 


Years 


Miriam Carter 
Lincoln 


R. A. Francis 
Fairbury 


10 


Years 


Eunice Jun 
Nebr. City 


24 YEARS H. W. Tubbs, Hastings; Darlene 


Remmers, Lincoln. 


23 YEARS Hilda A. Fitzgerald, J. P. How- 


land, Marion L. Lane, Lincoln. 


21 YEARS Dorothy Biggerstaff, Auburn; A. 
L. Ackermann, Geneva: T. G. Goldenstein, 
Lincoln: V. V. Clark, Plattsmouth; W. K. 
Menze, Seward. 


20 YEARS R. A. Francis, Fairbury; C. H. 
Mischnick, Lincoln; R. H. Fischer, Pawnee 
City; A. C. Andres, Tecumseh; W. I. Duer, 
York. 

19 YEARS Amel L. McVay, Auburn; L. D. 
Burch, Crete; J. L. Garrett, Geneva; L. V. 
Higgins, W. L. Higgins, L. H. Schmutte, 
Irene R. Stolz, Lincoln. 


R. E. Hibbert 
Lincoln 


C. H. Mishnick R. H. Fischer 
Lincoln Pawnee City 


L. P. Pohlenz Sigrid Hohl 
Beatrice Lincoln 


18 YEARS C. J. Tracy, Lincoln. 


17 YEARS M. E. Joosten, Beatrice; E. Ochs- 
ner, Hastings; K. J. Ferguson, R. L. Wilson, 
Lincoln; Eva I. Schmidt, Nebraska City. 


16 YEARS E. E. Knipple, R. G. Mathis, G. E. 


McCown, Lincoln. 


15 YEARS Phyllis A. Hinman, David Mohr, 


Lincoln; Eunice A. Jun, Nebraska City. 


14 YEARS Kathryn V. Bayless, JoAnn G. 
Knapp, Lincoln. 


13 YEARS Louise O. Jenkins, Lincoln. 


12 YEARS A. L. Griffis, L. L. Schmutte, Les- 
ter Way, Lincoln; Mildred M. Zatopek, Ne- 
braska City; D. F. Jacobson, Syracuse. 
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Ethel Daharsh 
Lincoln 


A. C. Andres 
Tecumseh 


J. L. Sievers 
Lincoln Lincoln 


D. E. Miller 


11 YEARS Virginia A. Danczak, R. Frye, Lin- 
coln. 


10 YEARS L. P. Pohlenz, Beatrice; Singrid E. 
Hohl, D. E. Miller, J. L. Stevers, Lincoln. 


9 YEARS Opal M. Munson, Humboldt. 


8 YEARS K. W. Clinefelter, A. J. Hietbrink, 
G. O. Ryan, Lincoln. 


7 YEARS J. L. Grabowski, Patricia C. Otters- 
berg, J. D. Ray, J. A. Weyers, Lincoln. 


6 YEARS L. E. Sanford, Hastings; Bonnie J. 
Grooms, Mary F. Wade, Lincoln; Bertha 
Schiermeyer, Superior; LaVonne C. Smith, 
Wahoo. 


5 YEARS Arleen L. Ashworth, Mary J. Nick- 
ell, O. D. Walton, Lincoln. 


The Night Before Christmas 


‘Twas the night before Christmas and all through the house 
Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse, 

When down through the chimney all covered with soot, 
Came the “Spirit of Fire’”—an ugly galoot. 


His eyes glowed like embers, his features were stern, 
As he looked all around for something to burn. 

What he saw made him grumble, his anger grew higher, 
For there wasn’t a thing that would start a good fire. 


And mother had known the things to avoid, 
Like cotton and paper and plain celluloid. 
Rock wool, metal icicles, and trinkets of glass 


Gave life to the tree; it really had class. 


No door had been blocked by the big Christmas tree; 


It stood in the corner leaving passageways free. 
The lights that glowed brightly for Betty and Tim 
Had been hung with precaution so none touched a limb. 


All wiring was new, not a break could be seen, 


And wet sand at its base kept the tree nice and green. 
The tree had been trimmed by a mother insistent 


That the ornaments used be fire resistant. 


Savings Bond Quiz 


Question: What is the advantage in 
exchanging my E Bonds for H Bonds? 

Answer: There is no absolute ‘“ad- 
vantage” of one bond over the other, 
since both earn the same rate of inter- 
est. If you need additional current in- 
come, H Bonds can help you. They are 
sold at face value and interest is paid 
by Treasury check every six months. 

Question: I still don’t understand 
how the new interest rate on Series E 
Bonds works. Is there a simple ex- 
planation? 

Answer: Yes, the bonds you buy to- 
day reach maturity in seven years. That 
is the equivalent of a 4.15 per cent re- 
turn, compounded semi-annually, for 
the full period. It means you will get 
back four dollars at maturity for every 
three you invest now. 

Question: Can Iname my 10-year-old 
son as a co-owner on Savings Bonds 
and gain a tax advantage for his edu- 
cation? 

Answer: No, the plan requires pur- 
chasing the bonds in your son’s name, 
either alone or with either parent as 
beneficiary. Income tax lability usu- 
ally can be shifted to the child by filing 
a Federal return in his name, at the end 
of the first year of bond purchases, list- 
ing the increase in bond value as in- 
come to him. That initial return estab- 
lishes the intent and no further returns 
need be filed, as long as the child’s total 
annual income is less than $600. No tax 
will be due, if the bond interest, plus 
other income, comes to less than $900 
($600 personal exemption, plus $300 
standard deduction). Be sure to keep a 
copy of the initial return, establishing 
the intent. It may be needed in later 
years as possible proof that the interest 
had been reported. 


Basis of Freedom 


@ A PROMINENT businessman 
has compared the strength and 
well-being of various nations to 
illustrate the impact of education; 
“For example, if endowment with 
natural resources were the sole 
criterion, Japan and Norway 
would be poor, which they are 
not, while Brazil and Indonesia 
would be rich, which they are not. 
If, as some of the opponents of 
foreign investment allege, ‘coloni- 
al exploitation’ were the stum- 
bling block to progress, Siam and 
Abyssinia would be rich, which 
they are not, while Canada and 
Australia would be poor, which 
they are not. If lack of heavy 
industry is the handicap, then 
Denmark and New Zealand, where 
agriculture predominates, would 
be poor, which they are not. If 
high population density drags 
down living standards, the 
Netherlands and Japan should be 
poor, which they are not. If capi- 
tal for investment is the required 
ingredient, then Kuwait and Ven- 
ezuela would be rich, which they 


are not.” 

Then this businessman asks 
“Could a main factor be a high 
level of education spread widely 
over the population? If it is, the 
United States should be very rich, 
which it is; Western Europe 
should be fairly rich, which it is; 
Latin America should be fairly 
poor, which it is; and Africa 
should be very poor, which it is.” 

This is an impressive argument 
in behalf of unqualified support 


of education. 
—-Midwest General News 
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And would you believe it, right next to the tree 
Was a suitable box for holding debris! 

A place to throw wrappings of paper and string 
From all of the gifts that Santa might bring. 


The ugly galoot was so mad he could bust, 

As he climbed up the chimney in utter disgust. 
For the folks in this home had paid close attention, 
To all the rules of good ‘Fire Prevention.” 


—Submitted anonymously to 
the National Board of Fire Underwriters 


Death Claims Mrs. Young 


Former Hansen Chief 


@ DEATH CAME to Mrs. Madge 
Augusta Young, former Chief Operator, 
on September 22 at the IOOF home in 
York. Mrs. Young, 90, had been in fail- 
ing health in recent years. 


Born at Kenesaw in 1877, she worked 
as a Chief Operator at Hansen as early 
as April of 1918. She transferred to 
Shickley as Chief Operator in October 
of 1920 and became Chief Operator- 
Cashier in February of 1928. She re- 
tired in January of 1940. 


Mrs. Young had been living with a 
daughter in California until 1964, when 
she moved to the home at York. Mrs. 
Young’s service with the Company came 
during the era when a small town chief 
operator was a source of information, an 
answering service, and a friend to all 
in the community. Hers was the voice 
of the telephone company to the people 
of her town. 


Funeral services were at the Metz 
Mortuary in York. Burial was at Kene- 
saw. 


Volleyball Team Formed 


@ A GROUP OF Lincoln LT&T girls 
are taking part in a City Recreation 
Department Volleyball League. They 
started play November 13 and will con- 
tinue until February, with a tournament 
tentatively planned for the final week 
of February and the first week of March. 


On the roster as the season opened 
were Nancy Atkins, Nancy Buck, Rose 
Budler, Clara Edwards, Pat Heiden- 
reich, Margaret Helget, Cheryl Nelson, 
Delone Rice, Jane Schafer, Pat Spacek, 
Darlene Timm and Linda Gillespie. 


Games are played each Monday eve- 
ning at 6:45 at Southeast High School. 


Four Decades of Service Noted by Jessie 


[2 WAS A full four decades of service with LT&T for 
Jessie Van Trump on October 17 and the occasion was 
officially observed Monday, October 23, with a luncheon 
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Miss Yan Trump is seated at the head of the table at her anniversary 
luncheon. 


at the Cornhusker Hotel in Lincoln. On hand for the event 
were officers and department heads of the Company and 
friends and co-workers of Jessie. 

Company President, Thomas C. Woods, Jr., presented 
Miss Van Trump with a diamond-studded 40-year service 
emblem in the brooch mounting that women employees of 
this length of service may select. 

“We do appreciate your 40 years of service,” said Mr. 
Woods to Jessie. 

Master of ceremonies for the luncheon was Tyler Ryan, 
Company Vice President, who commented, “You are the 
type of employee on which our success has depended. If it 
weren’t for people like you, we wouldn’t have a successful 
business.” 

Jessie recalled her early days of work, first at the small 
magneto board then used at Harvard. Biggest change, as 
she remembers, in her career was when she moved from 
the three-position board at Harvard to the larger common 
battery eight-position board at Superior. 

Her later transfer to Hastings was not such a drastic 
change, she said. The Hastings board was “larger, but 
similar,” she explained. 

When she first started with LT&T, Lester Dillon was 
manager at Harvard. Later she worked under Heinie 
Taedter and then Roemer Dalton. 

Accompanying her to Lincoln for the 40-year luncheon 
were fellow Hastings LT&T’ers, Audrey McKeown and 
Beatrice Rohrer. 


4O Years with LT&T Observed by Irene 


[RENE COMBS, Lincoln, rounded out 40 years of service 
with the Company the first of November and the event 
was Officially observed with a luncheon in Lincoln on Mon- 
day, November 6. Present at the observance were Company 
officials and friends and co-workers of Mrs. Combs. 


A diamond-studded service emblem was presented to 
Irene by Company President, Thomas C. Woods, Jr., who 
expressed the Company’s appreciation for Mrs. Combs’ 
long and devoted service to LT&T. 

Tyler Ryan, Company Vice President, served as master 
of ceremonies at the luncheon. He reiterated the long-held 
conviction of Company officers that it is devoted employees 
such as Irene who have made LT&T an outstanding tele- 
phone operating company. 

Mrs. Combs actually started with the Company more 
than 43 years ago as a student operator at Syracuse in April 
of 1924. Before she resigned in 1935 to be married she 
had advanced to assistant chief operator. 

During the 1930’s she reappeared on the payroll from 
time to time. Over a period of several years she worked 
at various times at York, David City, Otoe, and Garland. 
She served as contract Chief Operator at Otoe and Garland. 

Her employment took on a more permanent aspect in 
the 1940’s. During this decade she worked at Nebraska City, 
Ashland, Hastings, Harvard and at Beatrice as Chief Opera- 
tor. She transferred to Lincoln General Traffic in 1947 and 
has been Traveling Instructor since 1950. 


Mrs. Combs’ unique background has given her a knowl- 
edge of LT&T territory and exchanges equalled by few 
other employees. 
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Mrs. Combs exchanges a few words with Vice President Ryan at her 
anniversary luncheon. 
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Promotions, 


Transfers, 


Title Changes 


J. H. Tice 
Cable Foreman 


Accounting 
Henry C. Filbert, Garage Serviceman to 
Printing Machine Operator. 
Kathleen J. Henggeler, Operator to Ac- 
counting Machine Operator. 
L. R. Jones, Statistician to General Ac- 
counting Supervisor. 
Engineering 
Robert J. Brinton, Engineering Assistant 
to Draftsman Supervisor. 
Sylvia T. Dalka, Stenographer to Secre- 
tary. 
Tom G. Goldenstein, Field Engineer to 
Project Engineer. 
General Traffic 
Olga S. Andersen, Operator to Advanced 
Clerical. 
Other General Offices 
Warren K. Nilsson, Jr., Cost Control Clerk 
to Staff Assistant. 
Personnel 
Margaret Helget, Stenographer, General 
Traffic to Stenographer, Personnel. 
Plant 
Ronald D. Ahrens, Janitor Subforeman to 
Warehouseman. 
Bert E. Baird, Janitor to Garage Service- 
man. 
Philip L. Bohl, Installer Repairman, COE 
to Toll Terminalman. 
Elliot G. Brinkman, Warehouseman_ to 
Splicers Helper. 
Loma J. Critchfield, Service Operator to 
Clerk. 
Donald D. Duer, Splicer’s Helper to 
Splicer. 
Gerald L. Filbert, Frameman to Warehouse- 
man, 


Commercial 
Marietta H. Clerk, P.T., 
Herrington ........ Beatrice .......... 10-18 


System Planning Department 
Charles E. Wahl ....Planning Staff 


Engineer ........ 10-23 
Plant 

*Lynn Blackford ...... EI ain lseieak 10-17 
James B. Callis ....Gar. Mech. ........ 10-19 
*Roger D. Fisher ....Janitor -............. 10-16 

Richard C. Janitor 
Martinson ........ Wahoo: 2:5. 10- 9 
Ralph B. Petty ...... Gar. Mech. ........ 10-24 

General Traffic 
Cecilia A. 

Hunsoker .........- Stenographer ...... 10-12 


Traffic 


Beryl L. Barta ...... Oper., Lincoln ....10-17 
Deborah Disney ....Oper., Lincoln ....10- 2 
Elizabeth A. Fields..Oper., Lincoln ....10- 2 
Doris L. Finley ...... Oper., Lincoln ....10-24 
Donna M. Halbert.-Oper., Lincoln ....10-17 
*Willa L. Hartley ....Oper., P.T., 
Nebr. City ...... 10-16 
Ramona J. Jensen..Oper., Lincoln ....10- 2 


Meldene L. Oper., 
Krehnke ............ Lincoln .......... 10-24 
*Patricia A. Oper., P.T., 
ETISON - pecccaee ce Lincoln ........-- 10-16 


Joyce E. Lindhurst..Oper., Lincoln ....10-17 
Kathleen L. Oper., 

Longacre .......... LARGO, wessesics 2 10- 2 
Susan K. Maiefski..Oper., Lincoln ....10- 2 
Arlene A. Sloup ....Opr., Lincoln ....10-24 
Pamela A. Tuning..Oper., Lincoln ....10- 2 


*Re-employed 


Robert D. Goodman, Warehouseman to 
Advanced Clerical. 

David A. Gies, Splicer to Cable Foreman. 

Bobby G. Hess, Lineman to Combination- 
man. 

Gordon L. Johnsen, Groundman to Line- 
man Trencher Operator. 

Lloyd L. Lane, Groundman to Lineman. 

Leonard R. Larsen, Printing Machine Op- 
erator to Combinationman. 

William A. Morlok, Janitor to Frameman. 

James A. Rawlinson, Groundman to Jani- 
tor. 

Dennis L. Sealey, Groundman to Lineman. 

Allen D. Sieck, Groundman to Splicer’s 
Helper. 

Robert E. Swails, Lineman to Equipment 
Repairman. 

James H. Tice, Construction Foreman to 
Cable Foreman. 

Traffic 

Judy L. Whitney, Service Assistant to As- 
sistant Chief Operator. 

Jamie L. Williams, Operator to Service 
Assistant. 
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Headlines 


M. W. Sherman, Advertising Manager, 
was a Lieutenant General in the Lincoln 
United Fund campaign .. . Bill Cotton, Gen- 
eral Commercial Staff Assistant, was a 
Colonel in the Lincoln United Fund drive. . 
D. C. Gilmore, Wire Chief at Plattsmouth, 
was co-chairman for a Lions Club program 
in September . . . Mandane Reid, Fairbury, 
is a new member of the nominating com- 
mittee of the Jefferson County Memorial 
Hospital Auxiliary ... Kay Rising, Planning, 
was Lincoln-Lancaster chairman of the 
Honey Sunday campaign for funds for the 
Nebraska Mentally Retarded . . WwW. WwW. 
Cook, Director, is president of the Business 
Development Corporation and also on the 
executive committee of that corporation’s 
board .. . Robert L. Luft, Seward, was field 
trial chairman for the National Vizsla Field 
Trial at Rising City . . . Chauncey Eggerss, 
retired, was in the cast of the Lincoln Play- 
house production of Guys and Dolls. 


Happiness aye 


Lucille Masck of Seward Traffic was united 
in marriage to Richard Bennett of Seward on 
October 28 at 2:30 p.m. in the Ulysses Catho- 
lic church. Lucille plans to continue her 
career in Traffic. 

Sandy Freeman and Roger Steider were 
wed on October 1 at St. Paul's Methodist 
church in Lincoln. Mrs. Steider has been 
employed in the Revenue Accounting De- 
partment. The couple journeyed to the 
Black Hills for their honeymoon. 

Kathy Eskey of Traffic Unit II became the 
bride of Gary Steinke on October 1. Margaret 
Underwood, Traffic Unit II, was married to 
Ray Spilker on November 3. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Norbert Finke are the par- 
ents of a new boy, Kyle, born August 25. 
Mr. Finke is a combinationman at Hebron. 

Darlene Hauff, Hastings Traffic, and her 
husband have adopted a baby girl. born Oc- 
tober 2. Her name is Jane Kay and she has 
two sisters and a brother to welcome her to 
the Hauff home. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Schlemmer are the 
parents of a baby girl born October 20. Her 
name is Reene Catherine. Mrs. Schlemmer 
(Carol) is on leave from Hastings Traffic. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Strauss are the parents 
of a boy, Stephen Lee, born October 23, 
The lad weighed in at 7 Ibs. and 14 oz. and 
measured 1914 inches. Ray is in the Con- 
struction Department at York. 


Two More Long-Time 


@ IN THE October issue of TeleVIEWS 
the newsy little pamphlet which we 
send to our subscribers along with their 
monthly telephone bills, editor Merl 
Sherman had a story about Mr. and 
Mrs. Harold Boldt of Bennet, who have 
been on the same telephone line for 
90 continuous years. 

The Telephone News also had a story 
in its last issue about the Boldts. 

Since then we have learned of two 
other subscribers who have been on the 
same line for many years. 

Ida M. Heywood, a teacher in the 
western Iowa and eastern Nebraska 
area for many years, tells us that her 
father, Frank Heywood of rural Peru 
has been a telephone customer on the 
same line for over 63 years. His phone 
was installed in 1904 and first had the 


Customers Discovered 


number of ‘Mulberry 5.” Although the 
number has been changed several times 
over the years, his ring of “three shorts” 
remained unchanged until Peru phones 
were converted to dial operation in 
1948. 

Mrs. O. H. Carlson of Lincoln tells 
us that her father. John W. Gausman of 
rural Milford is still “enjoying the same 
good telephone service that he has had 
on the same party line of the Milford 
exchange since the summer of 1904.” 
His number was changed once, but he 
still has the same party line ring of 
“two longs and one short” that was 
originally assigned in 1904. Mr. Gaus- 
man remembers that at first night tele- 
phone service was not furnished, but 
does not recall when it was first made 
available. 


Tecumseh Woman an Early Messenger 


@ A STORY ABOUT the unusual 
procedures and practices during 
the early years of the telephone in 
Nebraska has come to light in this 
centennial year of the state. It was 
sent to our Company by Mrs. C. D. 
Harrah of Tecumseh and concerns 
her mother, Mrs. Mary Sivey, of 
that community. 

Mrs. Sivey played the part of 
a messenger in the 1904-1912 or 
1913 era. Or perhaps it would be 
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. Sivey and grandson. 


more accurate to say that she pro- 
vided a message relay service. 

Anyway the Siveys had two 
telephones in their dining room, 
both on the north wall. There 
were two telephone companies in 
Tecumseh at that time and they 
had no interconnection of their 
completely separate and compet- 
ing systems. Mrs. Sivey was on 
both exchanges. 

As Mrs. Harrah explains it: 

“The operator would call and 
say they had a messenger call for 
so and so. Mother would call the 
party on the opposite phone and 
put the receivers and mouthpieces 
together and they would talk. She 
got a 10¢ messenger fee, but for 
how long she did this, I do not 
know.” 

The need for this type of ser- 
vice ended shortly after the fam- 
ous Kingsbury agreement, which 
provided for interconnection of 
telephone companies. At that time 
LT&T purchased all of the Bell 
properties in southeast Nebraska. 
Then our Company eleminated 
competing exchanges by either 
buying the second exchange or 
selling the former Bell property 
to the other telephone company 
in a community served by com- 
peting exchanges. 

Thus the wasteful and incon- 
venient duplication of facilities 
was ended and telephone service 
as we know it today had its be- 
ginning. 
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Top to bottom are Garry Ridgely, Melvin Sor- 
enson, Bob Berggren and Cliff Jensen, all of 


Wahoo. The gents’ magnificent beards are help- 
ing to promote Nebraska’s Centennial. 


Auburn Area 
by Dorothy Biggerstaff 


We welcome Gary Longsine. who comes to 
the Auburn Office as our toll terminal radio- 
man. Gary and Marcia with 8 month old 
Gary come to Auburn from New Orleans and 
are living in the Palmer Apartments : 
Marcelene Behrends celebrated her birthday 
October 23. We helped her celebrate with 
brownies and coffee . Among the people 
from Auburn attending the Nebraska-Colo- 
rado football game were the George Eggles- 
tons and Fenton Kiplings. George came back 
to work with a very husky voice ... Erman 
Wheatcraft filled the pulpit at the Methodist 
Church on Layman's Sunday .. . Floyd 
Tibbles is, at this writing, going through the 
Mayo Clinic at Rochester, Minn. ... Marce- 
lene is back to work after enjoying a two 
week vacation at home... Emmalee DeJonge, 
cashier at Humboldt, is also spending two 
weeks at home. Gertrude Fergus is working 
during Emmalee’s absence. 


Beatrice Area 


by Irma Arnold 


Winnie Springer and husband visited in 
Omaha with friends at Offutt Air Force Base. 
They enjoyed very much “Grand Prix” at the 
Cinerama theatre, since they are auto racing 
fans ... Jan Mitschler is the proud mother 
of a daughter, Shana Sue, who arrived Oc- 
tober 28. Jan worked in Traffic a year ago 

. . Myrtle Janssen was in Lincoln during a 
recent week’s vacation, doing something she 
had wanted to do for a long time—visiting old 
friends—the ones she only sees about once a 
vear. Saturday night her husband, George, 
with friends, joined her for a night out on 
the town to wind up the vacation. It began 
with dinner at the Black Coach Inn but she 
forgot to tell me where it ended. Myrtle and 
George were in Lincoln among those who at- 
tended the Nebraska-Colorado game. After 
the game the evening was spent visiting with 
their two sons and their families, who live in 
Lincoln ... Thelma Bittings and family re- 
cently drove to Denver to visit relatives and 
do some sight-seeing . Vera Norvell and 
husband had as guests in their home, Vera’s 
brother and his wife, Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
Clark of Fort Collins, Colorado, also the Nor- 
vell’s daughter and her husband, Mr. and Mrs. 
Gary Huber, of Auburn. Vera and her daugh- 
ter, Judie Huber, recently visited Mary Meis- 
ter, a patient at the Pawnee Memorial hospital 
in Pawnee City. Mary is a retired employee 

.. Dorothy Trauernicht enjoyed the march- 
ing band festival at Pershing auditorium. 


Fairbury Area 


by Lois Godfrey 


Charles Arnold and DeLoyd Larson were in 
Fairbury conducting meetings on the Commu- 
nity Chest and the Sales Campaign ... Dorcas 
Slater has moved to the new Park View 
Manor apartments In taking our Flu 
Shots recently, we enjoyed not the shots but 
seeing several of the retired people from Fair- 
bury ... Mandane Reid, Ricka Schenk, and 
Frances Erwin spent Sunday in Lincoln with 
Helen DeBord. Mary Jackson, Annabelle 
Stocker, Vera Sweetser and Mr. and Mrs. 
Jesse Parker were also there. 


Hastings Traffic 
by Clara M. Chambers 


Celeste Bunde and Norma Vineyard had a 
coffee at Norma’s home so we girls could get 


AROUND 


THE CIRCUIT 


George Mann, retired from Accounting, found 
a couple of lady friends on his trip to Expo 67 
this past summer. 


Mary Beaty, Traffic, is shown in front of a 
modern apartment complex which she inspected 
on her vacation trip to Canada and Expo 67. 


acquainted with Jane Kay, newly adopted 
daughter of Darlene Hauff ... The Commu- 
nity Chest is well under way with Darlene 
Oliver in charge for Traffic ... Sandra Blum 
has gone on part time in order to attend 
Hastings College. She hopes to one day be a 
teacher ... Jessie Van Trump attended a 
BPW meeting in Grand Island. Senator Fern 
Orme was guest speaker The bowlers 
have started in full swing. Members of the 
Rainbow League include Florence Uhrmacher, 
Betty Mooney, Judy Stauffer, Elaine Kersch- 
ner, Celeste Bunde and Dee Stewart, with 
Darlene Oliver as secretary ... Betty Magee, 
Aletha Bennett and Bonnie Einspahr are in 
the Coffee Break League... Bev Dack enter- 
tained (or at least tried) 18 five and six-year- 
old boys in honor of her son Randy's birthday. 
They were about too much for her and she 
says “Never again!” . Marie Pearson re- 
ceived word of the death of her nephew, 
Kurt Pearson, killed in action in Vietnam on 
Friday, October 13. She and her mother went 
to Deming, N.M. to attend services ... Vaca- 
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tions have been in full swing. Aletha Ben- 
nett and Bonnie Einspahr enjoyed a_ three- 
week trip to Canada and Expo 67. Coming 
back, they went through New York City, 
Washington. D.C. and the eastern states. They 
were accompanied by Bonnie's parents . 
Bonnie White visited her grandmother and 
spent the rest of her time at home . 
Dorothy Emmerick also spent her time at 
home. Yours Truly and mother spent our 
vacation visiting relatives in Oklahoma City 
and seeing the pretty country in Texas and 
the Ozarks .. . Virginia Baker spent a week's 
vacation enjoying her home at Fairmont and 
caring for her mother who was just back 
from a short stay at the hospital .. . Charlotte 
Whiting and Dorothy Emmerick were happy 
to get to see the Colorado-Nebraska game in 
Lincoln even if we did get beat ... Lavera 
Hoggatt was surprised to be stopped for 
speeding by the police. She didn’t think her 
old pickup would go that fast and the police 
must not have really believed it either be- 
cause they didn’t give her a ticket. 


Hebron Area 
by Fern Pool 


Jim Summers, son of John Summers, Kurt 
Saathoff, son of Harold Saathoff, James Mont- 
gomery, son of Rex Montgomery, and Danny 
Miller, son of Bobby Miller, have been making 
the scene on the football field this year. It 
looks like the Lincoln Telephone Company 
employees are doing their share for the 
Hebron school ... Ernie Wellman and wife, 
Ruth, vacationed in Utah with relatives and 
friends. Bobby Miller and family spent a 
week at Harlan County Dam fishing . .. Nor- 
bert Finke spent a week's vacation painting 
his house and getting acquainted with his 
new son, Kyle ...Rex Montgomery spent a 
weekend hunting prairie chickens ... John 
Summers’ father passed away the last part of 
September. The Hebron exchange employees 


extend their heartfelt sympathy to John and 
family. 


Nebraska City Area 


by Betty Christensen 


Some enjoying fall vacations were Clara 
Costello who spent two weeks in Denver visit- 
ing friends and relatives; Edna Komma who 
visited two weeks in York, Lexington and 
Lincoln; Harriet Foote who spent a week at 
Helena and Ozark, Arkansas: Judith Roach 
who enjoyed a week at home while her house 
is being remodeled: Valda and George Kane 
who spent a week in Des Moines and Chicago, 
where they visited with their son and his 
wife; Gregg and Clara Durr who enjoyed two 
weeks in Cheyenne and Denver and also 
spent a weekend in Cedar Rapids, Iowa visit- 
ing their daughter and family; Linda 
Schreiner who enjoyed a week at home: 
Mildred Zatopek who spent a week in Omaha 
visiting friends; Hattie Martin, who spent a 
week with her children in Omaha... We all 
helped Mary Bartyzelle enjoy a beautiful and 
tasty cake baked by Bonnie Teel ... Flaine 
Teten, Cleora Lawrence, and Shirley Gruber 
have been busy attending the Football games 
of their sons The hunting season has 
opened and many have planned busy week- 


ends .. . Mr. and Mrs. Ernst's son. Terry 
and family are moving to St. Mary's. Ohio 
scon ... Terry is being transferred by Good- 


year from Lincoln Evelyn Denson at- 
tended the District Meeting of the Eastern 
Star held in Louisville ... Mary Ross spent a 
weekend in the Ozarks with her family . 
While on vacation Norma Jean Dettmer of 
Syracuse visited our office. 


Seward Area 


by Helen Norwood 


Vacations are still progressing in Seward. 
Jerry Bozac went deer hunting in the western 
part of the state . Ruth Baumbach and 
hubby went to Virginia to see their son in 
the service ... Eileen Brauer stayed home. 


Syracuse Area 


by Norma Jean Dettmer 


Elmer and Mrs. Neujahr enjoyed three 
weeks of vacation visiting relatives in Idaho 
and Colorado. Their daughter and family ac- 
companied them on the trip .. . Norma Jean 
Dettmer spent her last week of vacation at 
home making daily visits to various places 
. . . Sophia Windels, retired, is recovering at 
home after having been in the hospital for 
her second eye surgery. Iva Clarey, retired, 
has moved from Syracuse to a nursing home 
in Nebraska City. 


Tecumseh Area 
by LaVeda Bohling 


It seems as if vacation time is here... Al 
Andres spent some vacation time in Arkansas 
Waldo Harrington and family enjoyed 
several days visiting Pioneer Village, Kansas 
City ball game and his parents in Kansas dur- 
ing his vacation ...Ivan and Nora Livingston 
took their vacation in South Dakota, fishing 
when it wasn’t raining . . Alice Siske en- 
joyed her vacation at home. Her main project 
was building a new garage . Don Hester 
and family enjoyed several days at the Ozarks 
... Mr. Husing enjoyed his vacation at home. 
Millie and Ted enjoyed a weekend visiting 
their daughter and family . .. Dean Keedy 
is enjoying his vacation during deer hunting 
season, 


Controller 


Data Processing Center 
by Evette Juengel 


How do you enter a house that is locked 
when you misplace your keys? Larry Willet 
found himself asking that very question not 
too long ago. Larry's only solution, a rather 
expensive one, break a window. We often 
find ourselves saying, as Larry did, it’ll never 
happen to me, but it does! ... Janie Schafer 
has been keeping the U.S. Post Office workers 
employed, supplying them with letters, par- 
cels, etec., to handle. Janie’s fiance is sta- 
tioned in Monterey, California ... We would 
like to welcome Kathleen Henggeler to the 
office. Kathleen is a transfer from Traffic... 
Frank Hilsabeck’s parents were down visiting 
in October ... Ron Carlson has been antici- 
pating the opening of pheasant season. The 
“call of the wild’’ was too much for Ron, 
for the first weekend found him out, stalking 
his unsuspecting prey Zigrida Taurins 
and family attended a show at Pershing 
Auditorium sponsored by General Tobacco 
and Candy Company ... Fred and Jackie 
Oeltjen served a ‘‘course’’ of a progressive 
dinner for their church group on October 13. 
They had the main course—two large turkeys 
with dressing. Everything was bone picked 
by the time Fred counted thirty-three mouths! 
Fred and Jackie had a lot of fun. but revealed 
they had been looking forward to eating cold 
turkey sandwiches for a while ... If you 
had attended any of the high school football 
games played in the capital city, you might 
have seen Frank Hilsabeck or Larry Willet 
officiating ... Vinee and Mary Ann Clayton 
attended the Nebraska-Kansas football game 
with the L.T.&T. chartered bus group on 
October 14. Roger and Norene Ehrlich also 
attended this game, as did Jim Barr , 
Larry and Jan Willet went on a river boat 
cruise on October 8, sponsored by the Corn- 
husker Motor Club for its employees and 
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Two Take Course 


@ W. D. ANDERSon of Fairbury and 
J. H. “Rocky” Shepard of Lincoln have 
completed an adyanced Course on auto- 
matic toll ticketing equipment at the 
Automatic Electric Company. 

The course, which took place at AE’s 
Northlake, Ilinojg tpagining center, cov- 
ered the Operation testing and main- 
tenance of the equipment. | 

Mr. Shepard has 13 years experience 
with LT&T. He js a veteran of the 
United States Nayy, having served four 
years, after attending the Falls City 
High School. He and his wife have a 
son and a daughter. 

Mr. Anderson has 16 years experi- 
ence with LT&T,. Ye also is a veteran 
of the United States Navy, having 
served from 1952 to 1956. He attended 
Hastings High School. He and his wife 
have two daughters and a son. 


their spouses. ‘‘Oh,” said Larry, “. . . three 
hours on the Muddy Mo!” ... Frank Hilsa- 
beck found it difficult to contain himself for 
he bowled a game of 196 in league bowling. 
He is really patting himself on the back—it 
was his highest game ever! ...Do we actu- 
ally ever grow up? While the kiddies made 
their door-to-door stops on Halloween, we 
adults too had excuses to become “young” 
again. I was not the only one who dressed 
up and went to a party, there was also 
Billie Renker ... Kathleen Henggeler spent 
several weeks with her parents recuperating 
from an auto accident ...J. L. Cherry, Del 
Vanderbeek and Janie Schafer celebrated 
birthdays in October ... We worked raking 
leaves, digging up flower bulbs, raking leaves, 
covering flowers and shrubs, raking leaves, 
finishing last minute painting, raking leaves. 
putting on storm windows, and raking still 
more leaves. 


Disbursement Accounting 


by Annette Wunderlich 


Estelle Foght entertained friends from Den- 
ver, Gering, Nebraska and several from Lin- 
coln for the Colorado vs Nebraska football 
game .. . Diane Radenslaben, Irene Stolz, 
and Kathy Sullivan took Andy Schultz to the 
Gay 90’s for her birthday which was October 
26... . Speaking of birthdays, October 12, 
Irene Stolz, Marcella Schmidt. Little Stacy 
Lee, Mila Guenther and Ailene Wilkinson 
took Annette Wunderlich to the Red Ram for 
her 21st birthday luncheon. Estelle showed 
up for work in a red dress to announce a red 
letter day (also Columbus Day). That eve- 
ning Kathy Sullivan, Kathy Hartman and 
three other girlfriends took Annette Wunder- 
lich to the Thunderbird show. to dinner at the 
Esquire Club, and then for initiation to all the 
local night spots. That was one swinging 
birthday . . Charlie Lindgren is busy pre- 
paring his rental house for sale in the eve- 
nings ... George Hunt. Bob Tyler, and Don 
Piersol took the annual bus trip to the Kansas 
University vs Nebraska football game. 
Sounded like fun News from Charles 
Greene? Well, he “leads a rather secluded 
life.” Do tell! ... Mila Guenther entertained 
Air Force friends just returned from a tour 
in Japan. They had dinner at Lee’s Res- 
taurant ... Bob Clifford vacationed for two 
weeks in Montreal, Boston, Washington, D.C., 
New York, Vermont and New Hampshire. He 
remarked on the beautiful country-side 
seemed to have thoroughly enjoyed himself 
.,.At the time of this writing, Marge Hester 
has been home recuperating from an opera- 
tion . . . Annette Wunderlich went on a 
hay-rack ride October 2ist and hasn't quite 
recovered yet. Have you ever tumbled off a 
hay-rack doing 20? .. . Larry Jones spent 
his vacation in Montreal at the International 
Depreciation Workshop and managed to 
squeeze in Expo ‘67 while there. Larry is 
also Chairman of the Finance Committee of 
his church and is about to put some $$$ mak- 
ing projects into full swing. October 12 he 
attended the Thunderbird Press Party 
R. H. Spohn spent his vacation in Yugo- 
slavia, Greece, Austria and Italy. Couldn't 
you die of envy? ... John Backstrom spent 
two weeks in Virginia visiting his daughter, 
son-in-law, and grandchild. This is the first 
time John has seen the baby. 


Revenue Accounting 


by Margaret Nilsson 


A group of accounting cheerers went to the 
Kansas-Nebraska game. Helen Short, Jack 
Geist, Pat Tindall, Cleo Hartman and Art 
Sharp were among the Nebraska rooters at 
Lawrence, Kansas. Margota Lucs’ daughter 
Dagni flew from Boulder, Colorado to see the 
Nebraska-Colorado game. Dagni and husband, 
Dale stayed to visit for the weekend ... We 
still have vacationers. Criss Miller and hus- 
band, Charles, went to visit their daughter in 
Washington, D.C. For three weeks in August, 


On hand for the presentation of his 35-year service emblem were friends and co-workers of R. E. 
Hibbert. Left to right are J. H. Tice, D. E. Williams, Supervisor of Construction A. W. Holcomb, Mr. 
Hibbert, V. M. Simoson, R. R. Winders and G. C. Artz. 


When L. P. Livingston was presented his 35-year service pin, these friends and co-workers gathered 
for the event. Left to right are Co-ordinating Plant Supervisor Ralph Connors, Mr. Livingston, Area 
Plant Supervisor R. W. Blackford, V. H. Baum, and Wire Chief B. D. Pattison. 


Recorded for all 
posterity in this pic- 
ture are five of the 
centennial beards 
grown by members of 
the Engineering De- 
partment. Left to 
right in the back row 
are Bob Brinton, Jer- 
ry Althouse and Gay 
Hemsath. In the front 
row are Henry Mason 
and Ralph Steward. 


Criss and Charles toured Washington and 
traveled through the southeastern part of the 
United States. In the western part of the 
country, Cleo Hartman, husband George, and 
relatives, toured southern California the first 
two weeks in September. Upon returning 
they took a short jaunt to Ames, Iowa to 
visit their son, Kenny and wife, Sally and 
grandchildren ... Lily Malecek and daughter, 
Diane Littrell, flew to Kansas City, Missouri 
to visit relatives. This was Lily’s first flight. 

. . Marilyn Keiner and family visited rela- 
tives in Denison, Iowa .. . Cassie Banker had 
a happy moment on September 21. Cassie’s 
boyfriend, Steve Chandler, came home from 
Viet Nam. Steve had to leave for Viet Nam 
on October 23 . . Who has a birthday? 
Alvina Upitis celebrated her birthday on 
September 23 in Omaha. Ilga Bergmanis 
celebrated hers on October 22, and Susie 
Wilcox celebrated on October 24 ...If you 
see a gold 1967 Chevrolet four door Impala 
racing down the road, Marilyn and Jerry 
Althouse will probably be riding in it. They 
bought it in August when the weather was 
nice for their air-conditioned car ... Mean- 
while back at the ranch, Bob Ross is caring 
for his horses. Bob rode his horse with the 
Sheriff's Posse in both the Centennial and 
Shrine Bowl parades . Yours Truly and 
husband, Warren went to see the movie 
“Doctor Zhivago” at the new Cooper Theatre 
. Larry Connealy attended the United 
States Independent Telephone Association the 
weekend of October & The convention was 
held in Las Vegas, Nevada... Ralph Retzlaff 
was elected secretary of Kiwanis ... The 
last week of October, Judy Schmohr and 
husband went deer hunting in Fairbury . 
Our sympathy goes to Clara Jones and Art 
Sharp. Clara’s mother, Mrs. Ida Jones, passed 
away on September 10. Art’s father passed 
away on September 21. 


Traffic 


Unit | 


by Ramona Anderson 


Our Chief Operator, Melba Richards, who 
had earlier been a patient at the hospital in 
Durango, Colorado, was transferred to Gen- 
eral Rose Memorial in Denver. Our thoughts 
and well wishes continue for her ... Other 
hospital patients were Lillian Campbell, hos- 
pitalized at St. Elizabeth Hospital, Donna 
Goodwin, Lincoln General, Lorna Jean Pat- 
terson, Bryan Memorial, Linda Pester, Bryan 
Memorial, Bonnie Hodtwalker, Bryan Memo- 
rial, and Jean Tesar ... The gleam in Donna 
Gullion’s eyes matched the gleam of a new 
diamond on her left hand recently .. . Linda 
Keller’s husband, Vic, was the proud owner 
of a first place trophy awarded him recently 
in the competition of coupes and sedans at 
a car show at Pershing Auditorium ... Bar- 
bara Braasch enjoyed many admiring glances 
when she displayed a sparkling new diamond 
engagement ring. Plans are being made for 
a January wedding ... Jean Herbolsheimer 
served as maid of honor at the wedding of 
her sister, the first part of October. The 
ceremony took place in Pierce, Nebraska. She 
also took part in the wedding reception of a 
friend later in the month, also held at Pierce 
. . Delone Rice experienced a ‘‘first’’ this 
month when she flew to visit a friend in 
Fargo, N.D. during her vacation. While there 
she visited the Bell Telephone Office in Fargo 
... Relaxing at home and visiting relatives in 
Abingdon, Illinois presented a well rounded 
vacation for Helen Krieger ... Others enjoy- 
ing vacations were Mary Jackson, Miriam 
Carter, Doris Sutton, Annabelle Stocker, 
Shirley Pavey, Jeanette Herbolsheimer, Selma 
Pieper, Judy Whitney, Phyllis Lukassen, Pat 
Neujahr, Marlene Bachman, Lillian Cambell, 
Anita Sherrets, Marilyn Swanson, Sally Sul- 
livan, Hazel Thomason, Patricia Ottersberg, 
Ruth Hoops, Dianna Hadwig, Arleen Ash- 
worth, Cheryl Hoffmeyer, Virginia Eyer, Con- 


nie Brown, Dorthy Appleman, Dorothy 
Scheele, Deloris Stengel, Doris Rearick, Mary 
Laux, Linda Pester, Judy Gratopp, Edith 
Hughes, Bonnie Brannen, Lois Meyers, Con- 
nie Faber, Donna Glascock, and Carolyn Hin- 
richs ... Mary Lindquist changed her name 
to Mary Quick as she became a bride the 
first part of the month of October. 


Unit Il 


by Kathy Steinke 


The beautiful fall season in all its radiant 
colors beckoned to Lori Paul as she with her 
husband set out towards Salt Lake City, Utah. 
There they visited Lori’s aunt and uncle whom 
she hadn’t seen for several years. From there 
they journeyed to the Grand Tetons in Wyo- 
ming and stopped by Yellowstone National 
Park which was painted in nature’s own bril- 
liant colors. They then proceeded through the 
Black Hills and on to Minnesota, where they 
were part of her husband’s family reunion 

. Marie Portsche spent her vacation quietly 
resting at home. Alice Peters spent her va- 
cation at her home in Fairmont. For a month 
she could be seen ‘‘digging in the dirt’? both 
in her yard and her house. She also enter- 
tained friends and made side trips to Hastings 
and York ... Most of Loraine Leinhart’s va- 
cation was spent at home doing housework. 
However, the coldest day of the week was 
spent at Hickman lake for a cookout with the 
Campfire Girls. Needless to say, she was de- 
lighted to get back to work! ... The balmy 
weather of Florida beckoned to Velma Clinger 
and her fiance. They drove down to meet 
Velma’s family. They were kept plenty busy 
as they toured Cape Kennedy, Cyprus Gardens, 
a Tupperware factory, Gatorland, Daytona 
Beach, Silver Springs and West Palm Beach 
_.. Cecile Morehead attended funeral services 
for a sister-in-law, Mrs. Nellie Morehead of 
Pawnee City. She also visited Mary Meister of 
Humboldt, who is in the Pawnee City Hospital. 


Plant 


Custodial Department 
by Velma Schaaf 


Keith Rutherford and wife spent their va- 
cation visiting their daughter and family at 
Marshalltown, Iowa ... June Burkey is now 
Grandma Burkey to a tiny new baby boy 
born October 3 to her son, Terry and his wife, 
Vickie ... The Paul Radebaughs enjoyed a 


visit with their son who was home on leave 
from the Army. His next station is in Ger- 
many .. . Phil Garvey has returned from 
his vacation trip through the western states 
...dJune Burkey’s son, David, is serving with 
the Army in Vietnam. Velma Schaaf's son, 
Don, left with the Navy in October for his 
third and (hopefully last) trip to Vietnam . 
Marie Rowell visited her father at Falls City. 
.. Helen Martin attended the wedding of a 
nephew in Omaha... Mary Johnson enjoyed 
a visit with her grandson who is a coach at 
the Exeter high school ... Alta Akers’ son, 
Bob. who plays football at Lincoln High, 
received a bad gash on his chin during prac- 
tice, which required 14 stitches to close. 


Supply Department 
by Nancy Buck 


Jim Brendle was on vacation in October and 
stayed around home watching TV mostly. Les 
Hansen worked around home during his va- 
cation. Red Hoaglin was on vacation, just 
working around home. Joe Krhounek went 
to Belleville, Kansas on his vacation ... Alan 
Thavenet has an ElCamino now .. . George 
Ketter has returned to work after being in 
the hospital. 


Retired Club 


by Merlie Markuson and Bertha Sharp 


Dewey Nelson is home recuperating from a 
trip to the hospital ... Mr. and Mrs. L. A. 
Stacey attended the wedding of their grand- 
son at Dunning, Nebraska . . Mrs. Marcia 
Whitlock is spending some time in Loup City 

. Mr. and Mrs. Webster vacationed three 


weeks in Wisconsin and Illinois ... Merlie 
Markuson had a pleasant trip to Sedalia, Mis- 
souri, visiting relatives and friends ... Grace 


Hauschild has returned from a two-week 
visit with friends in Sioux City, Iowa 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Henline spent a few 
weeks touring, stopping at Alliance, Ohio, 
Fondulac and Medford Wisconsin ... Mr. and 
Mrs. R. L. Dalton visited relatives and friends 
in Anaheim, California ... Harlan Cane has 
been in the hospital. We hope for a speedy 


recovery ... Ethel Prescott took a two week 
eastern tour and reports a most delightful 
trip . . . Your kindness and sympathy ex- 


tended to me in the death of my husband, 
Charles Sharp, will always be held in grateful 
remembrance. Bertha Sharp 


TIPPER FiiNtiocks 


BE A SAFE SHOOTER 


Tips on Shooting Safety 


KEEP 
YOUR GUN 
UNLOADED 


WHEN 
NOT IN USE 


THE NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION 
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Examining the telephone display located in the 
lobby of the Cornhusker hotel in November are 
Advertising Manager Merl Sherman and Sales 
Supervisor DeLoyd Larsen. Each of the phones 
was wired to ring when the handpiece was taken 
off the hook. 


Geists Observe SOth Anniversary 


@ MR. AND MRS Alex Geist observed 
their 50th Wedding Anniversary Octo- 
ber 1 with an open house at their home 
in Lincoln. Over 100 friends helped 
them note the occasion. In addition, all 
six of their children and families were 
home for the observance. 

The Geists were married 50 years ago 
in September in South Dakota. Alex 
retired in 1962 as Area Sales Supervisor 
for the Company. 


SWAP 


Column 


For Sale, used maple baby bed, one mat- 
tress level, $10. Used birch baby bed, two 
mattress levels, two year old mattress, 
$15. Used Wards baby stroller with sun 
shade and basket. Less than two years 
old, $10. Phone 434-2368. 


Card of Thanks 


We wish to express our sincere thanks to 
our many friends at LT&T for the flowers, 
cards, and many personal acts of kindness 
extended to us at the loss of our husband 
and father, Mr. Charles Sharp. 

Mrs. Bertha M. Sharp 
Mr. & Mrs. A. R. Sharp 
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A Good Gift Suggestion for 
Teenager or Senior Citizen 
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